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] . OVE [NSTIGATED.

|T wAs A DAISY BIT OF |VORY.
IT was A curious PiECE OF \ORKMANSHIP,

IT WAS CARVED AND CARVED AGAIN WITH CONVENTIONAL LINES, WHICH FORMED A FEMALE

Heap oF EasT-|NDIAN [UNEXCEPTIONABLENESS.

IT seeMep To SMILE AND TO BECKON, AND THEN TO ScowL REPELLANTLY—A |IVING

MockeRry!

IT was HateruL—QH, so HaTeFuL! —THE sIGHT (QF SO CONVENTIONAL A THING.

AND YET THERE HAD BEEN SUCH A |_ONGING TO ToucH |T AnD TOo HoLb |1 IN THE HAND!
But See THE SEQUEL.

|IT was NOT AN |DOL OF |NDIA.

IT was THE (CarRvep |vory HAaNDLE oF A TANNED (GINGHAM |JMBRELLA, OF VERY

PLeseian AMERICAN M ANUFACTURE.

IT stoop IN A HanD-PAINTED CHINA RECEPTACLE IN THE LONG QUIET HALL, IN THE
House oF a Frienp. |t was THERe wHEN | DiNeD wiTH HIM THE NIGHT AFTER

CHRISTMAS.,
IT GLEAMED AT ME WITH A SINISTER (GLEAM OF ITs DExTER EYE!

AND IT SEEMED TO SMILE AND To BEeckon AT ME ouT ofF THE Sorft, VoLuprTuous

EnviRoNMENT OF THE "|NNER:SISTERHOOD," OF WHICH IT WAS A FELLOW.

AND WHEN WE WERE SEATED AT THE GLITTERING TABLE, BEAUTIFUL WITH CRYSTAL AND

SILVER—
AND LeEmoNaDE AND CAKE—
AN EsTHETIC BANQUET—

IT CHancep, BY MEREST AcCIDENT, THAT | was (SIVEN A SEAT OPPOSITE | HE PORTIERED

ARCHWAY WHICH LED INTO

THe Lone QuieT Hact,

Wit 1ts Wine-CoLorep \WEALTH oF TuRKisH-BATH TOWELING THROWN BACK.
AND As we SAT BeNeaTH THE |RiDESCENT GLow QF THE KEELY-MoOTOR

ELectric Lamp, wHICH
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GGLISTENED AND SHIMMERED |Ts STAINED-(GLASS |RIDESCENCE ON ALL ABOUT IT, AND GAVE
ITS HUE TO [HE |NVIGORATING BEVERAGE, WE HEEDED NOT THE ELEMENTAL WAR WAGING

upoN THE QUEEN ANNE ExTERIOR OF THE HospiTaBLE MANSION OF MY FRIEND.

AND WHEN WE WERE LEFT TO OUR (COFFEE AND OUR PIPES, WE TALKED OF [DAGGERS, AND

EriTaPHs, AND Tomss!

AND As HE TOLD ME IN A MysTeErious \WHIsPER THE STORY oF THE MaALAY [DAGGER,

"GuiLtLess oF ALl Guite," THE ViTReEous EYe oF THAT QuaINTLY CARVED (QDALISQUE

—FOR SUCH MY FEVERED FANCY PICTURED IT—WAS EVER GLARING AT ME WITH ITS SINISTER

GLARE!

AND WHEN OUR (GHOSTLY TALK wAS |NTERRUPTED BY THE ENTRANCE OF OTHER (JUESTS,
| Quarrep  AnoTHER (CrystaL  (GosLeT oF My Frienp's BRrAIN-[MADDENING
CONCOCTION, AND CASTING A LONG, LINGERING Look AT THE PERSIAN RUG WHICH HID THE
(GRrAECO-ROMANESQUE ARCHITECTURE OF THE VAULTED (CEILING, | PASSED FROM THE
GoTHIC PORTALS OF THIS [ESTHETIC SHRINE INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS—BEYOND THE

GLAMOUR OF THE SEVEN LAMPS OF ARCHITECTURE.

But,—OH FitruL FATE!—As | passep THouGH THE LonG, QUIET HALL AND BY THE
WINE-COLORED PLusH (CORNER FROM WHOSE \/oLupTuous SHapow THE SinisTER-EYED,
Carvep-|vory-HaNDLE QDALISQUE CAST AN ALLURING, APPEALING |ook TowarRD ME,
aND ALL Unconsciousty, UNINTENTIONALLY, AND |JNRESISTINGLY | ToOK IT FROM ITS
Hanp-Paintep CHiNna RECEPTACLE, AND CLOSING THE HEAvY Doors ofF ROLLED,
CaTHEDRAL PLaTe Grass AFTerR ME, | UNFURLED 1Ts Sun-TanneDp (GiNnGHAM FoLbps TO
THE AFOREMENTIONED WARRING ELEMENTS. AND As | \WenDeD My DesorLate \WWAY To THE
SAINTED SHRINE OF PENDENNIS, MY SEETHING Brain PeorLep THE V/ALLEY oF UUNREST

wiTH ELrs, Anp Ravens AnD Branman (ops, AND THE [DAGGER WHOSE BLOOD-STAIN

BELONGED TO A V/ENETIAN Duxke. \WHEN | PRESENTLY ENTERED THE RESOUNDING
Croisters ofF THE Qrper of ST. PENDENNIS—wHEn | EnNTERED THIS "House
wiTHOUT A \WoMAN" | souGHT THE secLusioNn ofF A DARK, \WINE-CoLoreD, PLusH-LINED

CELL, AND CARELESSLY PLACING THE TANNED GINGHAM, VEGETABLE-IVORY-HANDLED

UmsreLLA oN THE EiGHTEENTH CENTURY HEARTH BEFORE ME,

| THREW MY MENTALLY-EXHAUSTED FRAME INTO A A Massive, DamMAsk-covereD (CHAIR
WITH HEAVILY-CARVED ARMS OF HIGHLY-POLISHED (JAK, AND SOUNDED THE [INY,
TiNTINNABULATING CALL-BEeELL ForR SoMETHING TOo (COUNTERACT THE [EFFECTS OF THE

TO0O-EXHILERATING POTABLES OF MY FRIEND, AND HIS NO LESS HARROWING STORIES!

But wHiLE | THUS SAT wAITING, WITH MY FEET TO [ HE (COMFORTABLE FIRE, ALL AT ONCE
My (Gaze was Unconsciousty, UNINTENTIONALLY AND |JNRESISTINGLY TRANSFIXED BY

THE SiNISTER (GLancE oF THE DexTer Eve oF THE CaArRvED-|vorRY (QDALISQUE.

AND As | SAT THERE IN THE TwiLIGHT (GLARE oF THE SrLowLy-CoNsuMING EMBERS oN
tHE Wipe anp Deep, Qubp-Fasnionep, QpPeN FIRE-PLACE, WITH |ACQUERED-BRASS
Fire-Docs—BENEATH THE SPELL OF THOSE STEALTHY, RocGuisH (GLANCES, |, AGAINST
My Wist ano \WiLL, was LED To THINK OF THE DARK, STRANGE AND WEIRDLY

GROTESQUE THINGS OF WHICH MY FRIEND HAD ToOLD ME.

AND FINALLY, AS UNDER THE STRANGE FAsciNATION oF THE V/ITREOUS [DEXTER AND
SinisTER EYes ofF THe Carvep-|vory QpaLisQue, wHicH Heltp Me Seec-Bounp, |
LearNeD FrRoM THE T HIN, CurLeDp Lips oF THE saiD CARVED-|vory QpaALisQuE ITs QwN

SToRyY.
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|7 was noT CREATED BY | OVE.

Nor was 1T IN |TsELF THE EmBoDIMENT OoF [Love. BuT iT BORE IN ONE OF ITS FLEXIBLE
Riss THE TanciBLe Evipence ofF THE AbpHEsIVE QuaLiTiIEs oF A Love DRriveEn Back

upoN ITSELF,—THE (CoNCENTRATION OF AN QTHERWISE \\W/AsTED FoORCE.

Less THAN A THousaND YEARS AGO, A DubpisH Robperick DHU sToob FLUSTRATED WITH

Fiery |NDIGNATION, FACE TO FACE WITH A MAIDEN PRIESTESS—A PRIDEFUL, HAUGHTY

Woman!

[T was on THE Rue QUATRIEME. |T WAS AT THE |NTERSECTION OF TWO GREAT

THOROUGHFARES.

THe Croubps HAD PARTED THEIR BANGS IN THE MIDDLE, AND WERE SHIMMERING THEIR
CrystaL Drops of DisTiLLep (QCEAN IN TORRENTAL VOLUME UPON THE | UCKLESS

VW AYFARERS.

IT cHanceD THAT THE Priperur Maipen Priestess \WaAs HURRYING ADOWN THE
BouLevarp witH THE SeLF-saMe CARVED-|vory-HanbLED UmBRELLA CLoseLy CLASPED
IN HEr DeLicate MARIE ANTOINETTE FINGERS. SHE wAS THUS ENScoONCED BEHIND THE
SHELTERING TAUTNESS oF THE STouT-rIBBED (GINGHAM UMBRELLA \WIiTH THE CARVED-
|[vory HANDLE, WHEN SHE PASSED OUT OF THE SHapow ofF THE Massive MARBLE
Eopirice oF (GoTHiC ARCHITECTURE AND TURNED INTO THE RUE DE LA (CHATAIGNE —AND
Unconsciousty, UNINTENTIONALLY AND |JNRESISTINGLY PUNCHED A TEAR OUT OF THE

DexTer EYE oF THE REsIsTLESs RobpERIck DHu!

| AM sure THAT CARVED-|voRrY, QccLING QDALISQUE WAS TO BLAME! | AM SURE THAT IT
WanTonLy Drove THE Spare RiB oF THE STtout (GINGHAM |UMBRELLA TO THE

AccoMPLISHMENT OF ITS owN FouL PurposE!

THe PriperuL MaiDen PriesTess HAD GREAT (COMMISERATION FOR THE ARDENT

RobEerick.
SHe FrankLy ToLD HIM soO.

AnD IN A TaciT BuT PoTent—QH, so Potent— \WAY, BADE HIM, IF HE LIKED, TO GO
n

WITH HER TO HER SHRINE AND THERE HAVE His \WEeering \WounDs Bounp up wiTH "A

Bt of EasT |nNDIA SiLk,"—AT HER SHRINE, WHOSE [DooORSs sHouLD EVER BE (QPEN TO

Him.

O+H! CHance, Fortuitous CHance! How many FoLLowers oF ST. PENDENNIS ARE

AnNNUALLY ENSNARED IN THY NAME!

Ere Long,—wITHIN A MonNTH, A LITTLE MoNTH—THE DubisH RoDERICK [DHU wAS A
CRINGING DEVOTEE AT THE \/ESTAL SHRINE OF THE MAIDEN PRIESTESS, PRAYING THAT SHE
SHOULD RECEIVE ALL HIS SuPPLIANT LOVE, AND "RIGHT SMART" OF HIs DEvoTioN. HE
wouLD NEVER LEAVE Her Sipe. He wourp NEVER, NEVER SMILE ON OTHER [VJAIDENS.
He wouLp SacriFice EacH TRusTED AND TRusTING FRiIEND AND (CREDITOR. SHE

MUST Rreceive His HearT anD HanD, AND His ParTiaLLY-EcLipsep QccuLar!

ELse, WHERE, ALL THE WHILE, WAS ALL THIS \WEALTH oF PAssIONATE |L.oVE To Go To—|F
IT wAS SPURNED AND SENT Back 710 i1Ts Donor? \WHO wouLD HAVE IT SEcoND-

HAaNDED?
THis was, INDEED, A POSER.

|IT was UNANSWERABLE!
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SHe pip NOT ATTEMPT TO ANSWER IT. SHE onNLY CONSIDERED THE FIRST PRoPOSITION.

AnND sHE THouGHT ofF THE CRueL, CrueL Deep WHICH SHE HAD BEEN | ED BY THE
ViTrReous-EYep Qpavisque oF CARVED-|vory To UUNINTENTIONALLY, UNcCONscIousLY,
aND UNREsIsTINGLY PerpeTrATE Uron Him; AND—TO cUT A SHORT STORY SHORTER—
SHE cAasT HER 'MinD's Eve, HoraTiO,' uroN His QUEEN ANNE MANSsiON FRONT, AND
DeTerMINED TO BEsTow UPON THE |NJURED |NNOCENT WHAT REMAINED—AFTER FIVE

Seasons—oF THE \WEALTH oF HER Younc LovVE.
—THus SimpLY Is LOVE |NSTIGATED.—

Hap TtHE MaibeEn PRriNcEss REFUSED HIM HER SiLVER-TINGED LovE—HAD sHE
SPURNED AND THROWN BACK UPON HIS HANDs His PassioN TORN To TATTERS—HE
Micut Have Perretuatep His Love By \WRiTING "a Book \WitHout A \Woman," oRr
Better sTitt, HE MiGHT HAveE SpreNT THE FORCE OF HIS EXTRAVAGANT Passion BY
Executing, IN ENDLESS NUMBER AND VARIETY, PATENT |vORY-HANDLED |JMBRELLAS,
QuainTLy CARvED IN THE VERISIMILITY OF THE (GGLING (ODALISQUE, WHICH |MPELLED

THE HAND THAT |NSTIGATED HIs LoVvE BY PEELING HIS DEXTER EYE.

But, Atas! THe THouGHTLESS PaAIR oF |NNOCENTS DID NOT (CONSIDER THAT THEIR
Love, Being MuTtuaL, MusT, By THE Decree ofF ST. DoucLass, piE—|JNPERPETUATED

—WITH THEM!

Or, 1F THEY \WeiGHeD THE DIRe [DECREE IN THE BALANCES OF THEIR SoclaL
PHitosoprHy, | DousT NoT THAT THEY (CONSIDERED THAT IF THEY PERPETUATED THEIR
Love THE LENGTH oF THEIR NATURAL |IvEs THEY \WouLD HAVE ACCOMPLISHED ENOUGH.
AND, METHINKS THEIR HEAaDps weRE Equiroisep. THis \WWork-a-Day \WoRLD HAS ALL
THE DupistH BookLetrs anD CARVED-|vorRY DAGGER AND |UMBRELLA HANDLES THAT IT

can EasiLy Carry. LeET NnoT ANoTHER BookLeT BrREAk QLbp ATLas' Back.

AnD "DoucLass, O DoucLass, TeEnper AND TRUE," CARVE FOR US NO MORE HEATHEN

Gobs oF Love. E'eENn now THeEIR QccupraTioN's (SONE.

THe STArR-EYeED (GoDDESS THAT SHINES FoRTH FrROM THE (GLITTERING SURFACE OF THE
AwmigHTY DoLLar 1s (G0DDESS POTENT ENOUGH TO PERPETUATE THE |LOVE OF THIs DAY

AND GENERATION, EVEN AS BY HER INFLUENCE OFTEN IS

LLovE |NSTIGATED.

But THe QuainTLY CARVED \EGETABLE-|VORY (DALISQUE HANDLE OF THE TANNED-
GingHam UmBrReLLA THAT REsTED IN THE HANnND-PaINTED CHINA RECEPTACLE THAT
Stoobp IN THE VorupTuous EnviRONMENT ofF THE \WINE-CoLorep PrLusH (CORNER OF
THE LonG, QuieT HaLL oF THE House ofF A FriEND \WWHERE | SuppED THE NIGHT AFTER
CHristmas—[\Was THis THE House THAT ZAack Buitt?]—|71 sTitL (3LARED AT ME WITH
A SiNisTER (GLEaM ofF ITs DexTer EYe As 1T QGGLED ME FROM ITS PLACE ON THE
Hearti ofF THE \WINE-ScenTeD CetL—PurusH-LinedD Cett—iN THE (CLOISTERED

PrecincTs oF SaiNT PENDENNIS.

|7 seemep To SmiLE A Reapy, (GARRULOUS ASSENT TO ALL THAT WHICH | HAVE SAID.
THese WoRrbps 1T SEEMED TO M URMUR:

O+H! THou UnmiTicatED UMBRELLA-THEIF! RETURN ME TO THE HOME OF THOSE WHOSE
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Love | |InsTicaTED, wHose HaAppy HouseHotp | am REesponsiBLe For. \\NAKE YE!
SLeEerING Son ofF Penbennis, or BY THE (Gobppess Si[tlva, | witt Execute DIRE

[img] VENGEANCE JPoON You!

Even As | oNcE wAs THE |NSTIGATOR OF |_LOVE, UPON YOU MAY BE,

LoVvE |NSTIGATED!
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