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IS	THERE	A
SANTA
CLAUS?
EAR	MR.	RIIS:

"A	 little	 chap	 of
six	 on	 the	 Western	 frontier
writes	to	us:

"'Will	 you	 please	 tell
me	 if	 there	 is	 a	 Santa
Claus?	Papa	says	not.'

"Won't	you	answer	him?"

That	 was	 the	 message	 that	 came	 to
me	 from	 an	 editor	 last	 December	 just
as	 I	 was	 going	 on	 a	 journey.	 Why	 he
sent	 it	 to	 me	 I	 don't	 know.	 Perhaps	 it
was	because,	when	 I	was	a	 little	chap,
my	home	was	way	up	toward	that	white
north	where	even	the	little	boys	ride	in
sleds	 behind	 reindeer,	 as	 they	 are	 the
only	 horses	 they	 have.	 Perhaps	 it	 was
because	when	I	was	a	young	lad	I	knew
Hans	 Christian	 Andersen,	 who	 surely
ought	 to	 know,	 and	 spoke	 his	 tongue.
Perhaps	 it	 was	 both.	 I	 will	 ask	 the
editor	when	I	see	him.	Meanwhile,	here
was	 his	 letter,	 with	 Christmas	 right	 at
the	door,	and,	as	I	said,	I	was	going	on
a	journey.

I	 buttoned	 it	 up	 in	 my	 great	 coat
along	with	a	lot	of	other	letters	I	didn't
have	 time	 to	 read,	 and	 I	 thought	 as	 I
went	 to	 the	 depot	 what	 a	 pity	 it	 was
that	my	little	friend's	papa	should	have
forgotten	 about	 Santa	 Claus.	 We	 big
people	do	forget	the	strangest	way,	and
then	we	haven't	got	a	bit	of	a	good	time
any	more.

O	Santa	Claus!	 If	 you	had	asked
that	 car	 full	 of	 people	 I	 would

have	 liked	 to	 hear	 the	 answers	 they
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would	have	given	you.	No	Santa	Claus!
Why,	there	was	scarce	a	man	in	the	lot
who	 didn't	 carry	 a	 bundle	 that	 looked
as	 if	 it	 had	 just	 tumbled	 out	 of	 his
sleigh.	 I	 felt	 of	 one	 slyly,	 and	 it	 was	 a
boy's	 sled—a	 "flexible	 flyer,"	 I	 know,
because	 he	 left	 one	 at	 our	 house	 the
Christmas	before;	and	I	distinctly	heard
the	 rattling	 of	 a	 pair	 of	 skates	 in	 that
box	 in	 the	 next	 seat.	 They	 were	 all
good-natured,	 every	 one,	 though	 the
train	 was	 behind	 time—that	 is	 a	 sure
sign	of	Christmas.	The	brakeman	wore
a	 piece	 of	 mistletoe	 in	 his	 cap	 and	 a
broad	 grin	 on	 his	 face,	 and	 he	 said
"Merry	Christmas"	 in	a	way	 to	make	a
man	 feel	 good	 all	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 day.
No	Santa	Claus,	 is	 there?	You	 just	 ask
him!

And	then	the	train	rolled	into	the	city
under	 the	 big	 gray	 dome	 to	 which
George	Washington	gave	his	name,	and
by-and-by	 I	 went	 through	 a	 doorway
which	 all	 American	 boys	 would	 rather
see	 than	 go	 to	 school	 a	 whole	 week,
though	they	love	their	teacher	dearly.	It
is	true	that	last	winter	my	own	little	lad
told	the	kind	man	whose	house	it	is	that
he	 would	 rather	 ride	 up	 and	 down	 in
the	 elevator	 at	 the	 hotel,	 but	 that	 was
because	 he	 was	 so	 very	 little	 at	 the
time	 and	 didn't	 know	 things	 rightly,
and,	besides,	it	was	his	first	experience
with	an	elevator.

As	 I	 was	 saying,	 I	 went	 through	 the
door	 into	 a	 beautiful	 white	 hall	 with
lofty	pillars,	between	which	there	were
regular	 banks	 of	 holly	 with	 the	 red
berries	 shining	 through,	 just	 as	 if	 it
were	 out	 in	 the	 woods!	 And	 from
behind	 one	 of	 them	 there	 came	 the
merriest	 laugh	you	could	ever	think	of.
Do	you	think,	now,	it	was	that	letter	in
my	 pocket	 that	 gave	 that	 guilty	 little
throb	against	my	heart	when	I	heard	it,
or	 what	 could	 it	 have	 been?	 I	 hadn't
even	 time	 to	 ask	 myself	 the	 question,
for	 there	 stood	 my	 host	 all	 framed	 in
holly,	and	with	the	heartiest	handclasp.

"Come	 in,"	 he	 said,	 and	 drew	 me
after.	 "The	 coffee	 is	 waiting."	 And	 he
beamed	upon	the	table	with	the	veriest
Christmas	 face	 as	 he	 poured	 it	 out
himself,	 one	 cup	 for	 his	 dear	 wife	 and
one	 for	 me.	 The	 children—ah!	 you
should	have	asked	 them	 if	 there	was	a
Santa	Claus!
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A ND	 so	 we	 sat	 and	 talked,	 and	 I
told	my	kind	 friends	 that	my	own

dear	old	mother,	whom	I	have	not	seen
for	 years,	 was	 very,	 very	 sick	 in	 far-
away	Denmark	and	longing	for	her	boy,
and	 a	 mist	 came	 into	 my	 hostess's
gentle	eyes	and	she	said,	"Let	us	cable
over	and	tell	her	how	much	we	think	of
her,"	 though	 she	 had	 never	 seen	 her.
And	it	was	no	sooner	said	than	done.	In
came	 a	 man	 with	 a	 writing-pad,	 and
while	we	drank	our	coffee	this	message
sped	under	the	great	stormy	sea	to	the
far-away	 country	 where	 the	 day	 was
shading	 into	 evening	 already	 though
the	 sun	 was	 scarce	 two	 hours	 high	 in
Washington:

THE	WHITE	HOUSE.
Mrs.	Riis,	Ribe,	Denmark:

Your	son	is	breakfasting	with	us.	We
send	you	our	love	and	sympathy.

THEODORE	AND	EDITH	ROOSEVELT

For,	you	see,	the	house	with	the	holly
in	 the	 hall	 was	 the	 White	 House,	 and
my	host	was	the	President	of	the	United
States.	 I	 have	 to	 tell	 it	 to	 you,	 or	 you
might	 easily	 fall	 into	 the	 same	 error	 I
came	 near	 falling	 into.	 I	 had	 to	 pinch
myself	 to	make	sure	 the	President	was
not	 Santa	 Claus	 himself.	 I	 felt	 that	 he
had	 in	 that	moment	given	me	 the	very
greatest	 Christmas	 gift	 any	 man	 ever
received:	 my	 little	 mother's	 life.	 For
really	what	ailed	her	was	 that	she	was
very	old,	and	I	know	that	when	she	got
the	President's	dispatch	she	must	have
become	immediately	ten	years	younger
and	 got	 right	 out	 of	 bed.	 Don't	 you
know	 mothers	 are	 that	 way	 when	 any
one	makes	much	of	 their	boys?	 I	 think
Santa	 Claus	 must	 have	 brought	 them
all	 in	 the	 beginning—the	 mothers,	 I
mean.

I	 would	 just	 give	 anything	 to	 see
what	happened	in	that	old	town	that	 is
full	 of	 blessed	 memories	 to	 me,	 when
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the	telegraph	ticked	off	that	message.	I
will	 warrant	 the	 town	 hurried	 out,
burgomaster,	bishop,	beadle	and	all,	to
do	 honor	 to	 my	 gentle	 old	 mother.	 No
Santa	 Claus,	 eh?	 What	 was	 that,	 then,
that	spanned	two	oceans	with	a	breath
of	love	and	cheer,	I	should	like	to	know.
Tell	me	that!

After	 the	 coffee	 we	 sat	 together	 in
the	 President's	 office	 for	 a	 little	 while
while	he	signed	commissions,	each	and
every	 one	 of	 which	 was	 just	 Santa
Claus's	gift	to	a	grown-up	boy	who	had
been	 good	 in	 the	 year	 that	 was	 going;
and	before	we	parted	the	President	had
lifted	 with	 so	 many	 strokes	 of	 his	 pen
clouds	of	sorrow	and	want	that	weighed
heavily	 on	 homes	 I	 knew	 of	 to	 which
Santa	Claus	had	had	hard	work	finding
his	way	that	Christmas.

It	seemed	to	me	as	I	went	out	of	the
door,	where	the	big	policeman	touched
his	 hat	 and	 wished	 me	 a	 Merry
Christmas,	that	the	sun	never	shone	so
brightly	 in	 May	 as	 it	 did	 then.	 I	 quite
expected	 to	 see	 the	 crocuses	 and	 the
jonquils,	 that	 make	 the	 White	 House
garden	 so	 pretty,	 out	 in	 full	 bloom.
They	were	not,	I	suppose,	only	because
they	 are	 official	 flowers	 and	 have	 a
proper	 respect	 for	 the	 calendar	 that
runs	 Congress	 and	 the	 Executive
Department,	too.

I	 stopped	 on	 the	 way	 down	 the
avenue	 at	 Uncle	 Sam's	 paymaster's	 to
see	what	he	thought	of	it.	And	there	he
was,	busy	as	could	be,	making	ready	for
the	coming	of	Santa	Claus.	No	need	of
my	 asking	 any	 questions	 here.	 Men
stood	 in	 line	 with	 bank-notes	 in	 their
hands	asking	for	gold,	new	gold-pieces,
they	 said,	 most	 every	 one.	 The
paymaster,	 who	 had	 a	 sprig	 of
Christmas	 green	 fixed	 in	 his	 desk	 just
like	any	other	man,	 laughed	and	shook
his	 head	 and	 said	 "Santa	 Claus?"	 and
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the	 men	 in	 the	 line	 laughed	 too	 and
nodded	and	went	away	with	their	old.

NE	man	who	went	out	just	ahead
of	 me	 I	 saw	 stoop	 over	 a	 poor

woman	 on	 the	 corner	 and	 thrust
something	 into	 her	 hand,	 then	 walk
hastily	 away.	 It	 was	 I	 who	 caught	 the
light	 in	 the	 woman's	 eye	 and	 the
blessing	 upon	 her	 poor	 wan	 lips,	 and
the	 grass	 seemed	 greener	 in	 the
Treasury	 dooryard,	 and	 the	 sky	 bluer
than	 it	 had	 been	 before,	 even	 on	 that
bright	day.	Perhaps—well,	never	mind!
if	 any	 one	 says	 anything	 to	 you	 about
principles	and	giving	alms,	you	tell	him
that	 Santa	 Claus	 takes	 care	 of	 the
principles	 at	 Christmas,	 and	 not	 to	 be
afraid.	As	for	him,	if	you	want	to	know,
just	ask	the	old	woman	on	the	Treasury
corner.

And	so,	walking	down	that	Avenue	of
Good-will,	I	came	to	my	train	again	and
went	 home.	 And	 when	 I	 had	 time	 to
think	 it	 all	 over	 I	 remembered	 the
letters	 in	 my	 pocket	 which	 I	 had	 not
opened.	I	took	them	out	and	read	them,
and	 among	 them	 were	 two	 sent	 to	 me
in	trust	for	Santa	Claus	himself	which	I
had	 to	 lay	 away	 with	 the	 editor's
message	until	I	got	the	dew	rubbed	off
my	 spectacles.	 One	 was	 from	 a	 great
banker,	 and	 it	 contained	 a	 check	 for	 a
thousand	dollars	to	help	buy	a	home	for
some	 poor	 children	 of	 the	 East	 Side
tenements	 in	 New	 York,	 where	 the
chimneys	 are	 so	 small	 and	 mean	 that
scarce	even	a	letter	will	go	up	through
them,	 so	 that	 ever	 so	 many	 little	 ones
over	 there	 never	 get	 on	 Santa	 Claus's
books	at	all.

The	 other	 letter	 was	 from	 a	 lonely
old	 widow,	 almost	 as	 old	 as	 my	 dear
mother	 in	Denmark,	and	 it	contained	a
two-dollar	 bill.	 For	 years,	 she	 wrote,
she	had	saved	and	saved,	hoping	some
time	 to	have	 five	dollars,	and	 then	she
would	 go	 with	 me	 to	 the	 homes	 of	 the
very	 poor	 and	 be	 Santa	 Claus	 herself.
"And	wherever	you	decided	it	was	right
to	 leave	 a	 trifle,	 that	 should	 be	 the
place	where	 it	would	be	 left,"	 read	 the
letter.	But	now	she	was	so	old	that	she
could	no	longer	think	of	such	a	trip	and
so	 she	 sent	 the	 money	 she	 had	 saved.
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And	 I	 thought	 of	 a	 family	 in	 one	 of
those	 tenements	 where	 father	 and
mother	 are	 both	 lying	 ill,	 with	 a	 boy,
who	 ought	 to	 be	 in	 school,	 fighting	 all
alone	 to	 keep	 the	 wolf	 from	 the	 door,
and	 winning	 the	 fight.	 I	 guess	 he	 has
been	too	busy	 to	send	any	message	up
the	 chimney,	 if	 indeed	 there	 is	 one	 in
his	house;	but	 you	ask	him,	 right	now,
whether	 he	 thinks	 there	 is	 a	 Santa
Claus	or	not.

O	 Santa	 Claus?	 Yes,	 my	 little
man,	 there	 is	 a	 Santa	 Claus,

thank	 God!	 Your	 father	 had	 just
forgotten.	 The	 world	 would	 indeed	 be
poor	without	one.	It	is	true	that	he	does
not	 always	 wear	 a	 white	 beard	 and
drive	a	reindeer	team—not	always,	you
know—but	 what	 does	 it	 matter?	 He	 is
Santa	 Claus	 with	 the	 big,	 loving,
Christmas	 heart,	 for	 all	 that;	 Santa
Claus	with	 the	kind	 thoughts	 for	every
one	 that	 make	 children	 and	 grown-up
people	 beam	 with	 happiness	 all	 day
long.	And	shall	I	tell	you	a	secret	which
I	did	not	 learn	at	the	post-office,	but	 it
is	 true	 all	 the	 same—of	 how	 you	 can
always	 be	 sure	 your	 letters	 go	 to	 him
straight	by	the	chimney	route?	It	is	this:
send	along	with	them	a	friendly	thought
for	the	boy	you	don't	like:	for	Jack	who
punched	 you,	 or	 Jim	 who	 was	 mean	 to
you.	The	meaner	he	was	the	harder	do
you	 resolve	 to	 make	 it	 up:	 not	 to	 bear
him	a	grudge.	That	is	the	stamp	for	the
letter	to	Santa.	Nobody	can	stop	it,	not
even	 a	 cross-draught	 in	 the	 chimney,
when	it	has	that	on.

Because—don't	 you	 know,	 Santa
Claus	 is	 the	 spirit	 of	 Christmas:	 and
ever	and	ever	so	many	years	ago	when
the	 dear	 little	 Baby	 was	 born	 after
whom	 we	 call	 Christmas,	 and	 was
cradled	 in	 a	 manger	 out	 in	 the	 stable
because	there	was	not	room	in	the	inn,
that	 Spirit	 came	 into	 the	 world	 to
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soften	 the	 hearts	 of	 men	 and	 make
them	 love	one	another.	Therefore,	 that
is	 the	 mark	 of	 the	 Spirit	 to	 this	 day.
Don't	 let	 anybody	 or	 anything	 rub	 it
out.	 Then	 the	 rest	 doesn't	 matter.	 Let
them	tear	Santa's	white	beard	off	at	the
Sunday-school	 festival	and	growl	 in	his
bearskin	 coat.	 These	 are	 only	 his
disguises.	 The	 steps	 of	 the	 real	 Santa
Claus	 you	 can	 trace	 all	 through	 the
world	 as	 you	 have	 done	 here	 with	 me,
and	 when	 you	 stand	 in	 the	 last	 of	 his
tracks	you	will	find	the	Blessed	Babe	of
Bethlehem	 smiling	 a	 welcome	 to	 you.
For	then	you	will	be	home.

***	END	OF	THE	PROJECT	GUTENBERG	EBOOK	IS	THERE	A	SANTA	CLAUS?	***

Updated	editions	will	replace	the	previous	one—the	old	editions	will	be	renamed.

Creating	the	works	from	print	editions	not	protected	by	U.S.	copyright	law	means	that	no	one
owns	a	United	States	copyright	in	these	works,	so	the	Foundation	(and	you!)	can	copy	and
distribute	it	in	the	United	States	without	permission	and	without	paying	copyright	royalties.
Special	rules,	set	forth	in	the	General	Terms	of	Use	part	of	this	license,	apply	to	copying	and
distributing	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works	to	protect	the	PROJECT	GUTENBERG™
concept	and	trademark.	Project	Gutenberg	is	a	registered	trademark,	and	may	not	be	used	if	you
charge	for	an	eBook,	except	by	following	the	terms	of	the	trademark	license,	including	paying
royalties	for	use	of	the	Project	Gutenberg	trademark.	If	you	do	not	charge	anything	for	copies	of
this	eBook,	complying	with	the	trademark	license	is	very	easy.	You	may	use	this	eBook	for	nearly
any	purpose	such	as	creation	of	derivative	works,	reports,	performances	and	research.	Project
Gutenberg	eBooks	may	be	modified	and	printed	and	given	away—you	may	do	practically
ANYTHING	in	the	United	States	with	eBooks	not	protected	by	U.S.	copyright	law.	Redistribution
is	subject	to	the	trademark	license,	especially	commercial	redistribution.

START:	FULL	LICENSE
THE	FULL	PROJECT	GUTENBERG	LICENSE

PLEASE	READ	THIS	BEFORE	YOU	DISTRIBUTE	OR	USE	THIS	WORK

To	protect	the	Project	Gutenberg™	mission	of	promoting	the	free	distribution	of	electronic	works,
by	using	or	distributing	this	work	(or	any	other	work	associated	in	any	way	with	the	phrase
“Project	Gutenberg”),	you	agree	to	comply	with	all	the	terms	of	the	Full	Project	Gutenberg™
License	available	with	this	file	or	online	at	www.gutenberg.org/license.

Section	1.	General	Terms	of	Use	and	Redistributing	Project	Gutenberg™

[29]



electronic	works

1.A.	By	reading	or	using	any	part	of	this	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	work,	you	indicate	that
you	have	read,	understand,	agree	to	and	accept	all	the	terms	of	this	license	and	intellectual
property	(trademark/copyright)	agreement.	If	you	do	not	agree	to	abide	by	all	the	terms	of	this
agreement,	you	must	cease	using	and	return	or	destroy	all	copies	of	Project	Gutenberg™
electronic	works	in	your	possession.	If	you	paid	a	fee	for	obtaining	a	copy	of	or	access	to	a
Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	work	and	you	do	not	agree	to	be	bound	by	the	terms	of	this
agreement,	you	may	obtain	a	refund	from	the	person	or	entity	to	whom	you	paid	the	fee	as	set
forth	in	paragraph	1.E.8.

1.B.	“Project	Gutenberg”	is	a	registered	trademark.	It	may	only	be	used	on	or	associated	in	any
way	with	an	electronic	work	by	people	who	agree	to	be	bound	by	the	terms	of	this	agreement.
There	are	a	few	things	that	you	can	do	with	most	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works	even
without	complying	with	the	full	terms	of	this	agreement.	See	paragraph	1.C	below.	There	are	a
lot	of	things	you	can	do	with	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works	if	you	follow	the	terms	of	this
agreement	and	help	preserve	free	future	access	to	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works.	See
paragraph	1.E	below.

1.C.	The	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation	(“the	Foundation”	or	PGLAF),	owns	a
compilation	copyright	in	the	collection	of	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works.	Nearly	all	the
individual	works	in	the	collection	are	in	the	public	domain	in	the	United	States.	If	an	individual
work	is	unprotected	by	copyright	law	in	the	United	States	and	you	are	located	in	the	United
States,	we	do	not	claim	a	right	to	prevent	you	from	copying,	distributing,	performing,	displaying
or	creating	derivative	works	based	on	the	work	as	long	as	all	references	to	Project	Gutenberg	are
removed.	Of	course,	we	hope	that	you	will	support	the	Project	Gutenberg™	mission	of	promoting
free	access	to	electronic	works	by	freely	sharing	Project	Gutenberg™	works	in	compliance	with
the	terms	of	this	agreement	for	keeping	the	Project	Gutenberg™	name	associated	with	the	work.
You	can	easily	comply	with	the	terms	of	this	agreement	by	keeping	this	work	in	the	same	format
with	its	attached	full	Project	Gutenberg™	License	when	you	share	it	without	charge	with	others.

1.D.	The	copyright	laws	of	the	place	where	you	are	located	also	govern	what	you	can	do	with	this
work.	Copyright	laws	in	most	countries	are	in	a	constant	state	of	change.	If	you	are	outside	the
United	States,	check	the	laws	of	your	country	in	addition	to	the	terms	of	this	agreement	before
downloading,	copying,	displaying,	performing,	distributing	or	creating	derivative	works	based	on
this	work	or	any	other	Project	Gutenberg™	work.	The	Foundation	makes	no	representations
concerning	the	copyright	status	of	any	work	in	any	country	other	than	the	United	States.

1.E.	Unless	you	have	removed	all	references	to	Project	Gutenberg:

1.E.1.	The	following	sentence,	with	active	links	to,	or	other	immediate	access	to,	the	full	Project
Gutenberg™	License	must	appear	prominently	whenever	any	copy	of	a	Project	Gutenberg™	work
(any	work	on	which	the	phrase	“Project	Gutenberg”	appears,	or	with	which	the	phrase	“Project
Gutenberg”	is	associated)	is	accessed,	displayed,	performed,	viewed,	copied	or	distributed:

This	eBook	is	for	the	use	of	anyone	anywhere	in	the	United	States	and	most	other	parts
of	the	world	at	no	cost	and	with	almost	no	restrictions	whatsoever.	You	may	copy	it,
give	it	away	or	re-use	it	under	the	terms	of	the	Project	Gutenberg	License	included	with
this	eBook	or	online	at	www.gutenberg.org.	If	you	are	not	located	in	the	United	States,
you	will	have	to	check	the	laws	of	the	country	where	you	are	located	before	using	this
eBook.

1.E.2.	If	an	individual	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	work	is	derived	from	texts	not	protected	by
U.S.	copyright	law	(does	not	contain	a	notice	indicating	that	it	is	posted	with	permission	of	the
copyright	holder),	the	work	can	be	copied	and	distributed	to	anyone	in	the	United	States	without
paying	any	fees	or	charges.	If	you	are	redistributing	or	providing	access	to	a	work	with	the
phrase	“Project	Gutenberg”	associated	with	or	appearing	on	the	work,	you	must	comply	either
with	the	requirements	of	paragraphs	1.E.1	through	1.E.7	or	obtain	permission	for	the	use	of	the
work	and	the	Project	Gutenberg™	trademark	as	set	forth	in	paragraphs	1.E.8	or	1.E.9.

1.E.3.	If	an	individual	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	work	is	posted	with	the	permission	of	the
copyright	holder,	your	use	and	distribution	must	comply	with	both	paragraphs	1.E.1	through
1.E.7	and	any	additional	terms	imposed	by	the	copyright	holder.	Additional	terms	will	be	linked
to	the	Project	Gutenberg™	License	for	all	works	posted	with	the	permission	of	the	copyright
holder	found	at	the	beginning	of	this	work.

1.E.4.	Do	not	unlink	or	detach	or	remove	the	full	Project	Gutenberg™	License	terms	from	this
work,	or	any	files	containing	a	part	of	this	work	or	any	other	work	associated	with	Project
Gutenberg™.

1.E.5.	Do	not	copy,	display,	perform,	distribute	or	redistribute	this	electronic	work,	or	any	part	of
this	electronic	work,	without	prominently	displaying	the	sentence	set	forth	in	paragraph	1.E.1
with	active	links	or	immediate	access	to	the	full	terms	of	the	Project	Gutenberg™	License.

1.E.6.	You	may	convert	to	and	distribute	this	work	in	any	binary,	compressed,	marked	up,
nonproprietary	or	proprietary	form,	including	any	word	processing	or	hypertext	form.	However,

https://www.gutenberg.org/


if	you	provide	access	to	or	distribute	copies	of	a	Project	Gutenberg™	work	in	a	format	other	than
“Plain	Vanilla	ASCII”	or	other	format	used	in	the	official	version	posted	on	the	official	Project
Gutenberg™	website	(www.gutenberg.org),	you	must,	at	no	additional	cost,	fee	or	expense	to	the
user,	provide	a	copy,	a	means	of	exporting	a	copy,	or	a	means	of	obtaining	a	copy	upon	request,
of	the	work	in	its	original	“Plain	Vanilla	ASCII”	or	other	form.	Any	alternate	format	must	include
the	full	Project	Gutenberg™	License	as	specified	in	paragraph	1.E.1.

1.E.7.	Do	not	charge	a	fee	for	access	to,	viewing,	displaying,	performing,	copying	or	distributing
any	Project	Gutenberg™	works	unless	you	comply	with	paragraph	1.E.8	or	1.E.9.

1.E.8.	You	may	charge	a	reasonable	fee	for	copies	of	or	providing	access	to	or	distributing	Project
Gutenberg™	electronic	works	provided	that:

•	You	pay	a	royalty	fee	of	20%	of	the	gross	profits	you	derive	from	the	use	of	Project	Gutenberg™
works	calculated	using	the	method	you	already	use	to	calculate	your	applicable	taxes.	The	fee	is
owed	to	the	owner	of	the	Project	Gutenberg™	trademark,	but	he	has	agreed	to	donate	royalties
under	this	paragraph	to	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation.	Royalty	payments
must	be	paid	within	60	days	following	each	date	on	which	you	prepare	(or	are	legally	required
to	prepare)	your	periodic	tax	returns.	Royalty	payments	should	be	clearly	marked	as	such	and
sent	to	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation	at	the	address	specified	in	Section	4,
“Information	about	donations	to	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation.”

•	You	provide	a	full	refund	of	any	money	paid	by	a	user	who	notifies	you	in	writing	(or	by	e-mail)
within	30	days	of	receipt	that	s/he	does	not	agree	to	the	terms	of	the	full	Project	Gutenberg™
License.	You	must	require	such	a	user	to	return	or	destroy	all	copies	of	the	works	possessed	in	a
physical	medium	and	discontinue	all	use	of	and	all	access	to	other	copies	of	Project	Gutenberg™
works.

•	You	provide,	in	accordance	with	paragraph	1.F.3,	a	full	refund	of	any	money	paid	for	a	work	or
a	replacement	copy,	if	a	defect	in	the	electronic	work	is	discovered	and	reported	to	you	within
90	days	of	receipt	of	the	work.

•	You	comply	with	all	other	terms	of	this	agreement	for	free	distribution	of	Project	Gutenberg™
works.

1.E.9.	If	you	wish	to	charge	a	fee	or	distribute	a	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	work	or	group	of
works	on	different	terms	than	are	set	forth	in	this	agreement,	you	must	obtain	permission	in
writing	from	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation,	the	manager	of	the	Project
Gutenberg™	trademark.	Contact	the	Foundation	as	set	forth	in	Section	3	below.

1.F.

1.F.1.	Project	Gutenberg	volunteers	and	employees	expend	considerable	effort	to	identify,	do
copyright	research	on,	transcribe	and	proofread	works	not	protected	by	U.S.	copyright	law	in
creating	the	Project	Gutenberg™	collection.	Despite	these	efforts,	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic
works,	and	the	medium	on	which	they	may	be	stored,	may	contain	“Defects,”	such	as,	but	not
limited	to,	incomplete,	inaccurate	or	corrupt	data,	transcription	errors,	a	copyright	or	other
intellectual	property	infringement,	a	defective	or	damaged	disk	or	other	medium,	a	computer
virus,	or	computer	codes	that	damage	or	cannot	be	read	by	your	equipment.

1.F.2.	LIMITED	WARRANTY,	DISCLAIMER	OF	DAMAGES	-	Except	for	the	“Right	of	Replacement
or	Refund”	described	in	paragraph	1.F.3,	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation,	the
owner	of	the	Project	Gutenberg™	trademark,	and	any	other	party	distributing	a	Project
Gutenberg™	electronic	work	under	this	agreement,	disclaim	all	liability	to	you	for	damages,	costs
and	expenses,	including	legal	fees.	YOU	AGREE	THAT	YOU	HAVE	NO	REMEDIES	FOR
NEGLIGENCE,	STRICT	LIABILITY,	BREACH	OF	WARRANTY	OR	BREACH	OF	CONTRACT
EXCEPT	THOSE	PROVIDED	IN	PARAGRAPH	1.F.3.	YOU	AGREE	THAT	THE	FOUNDATION,	THE
TRADEMARK	OWNER,	AND	ANY	DISTRIBUTOR	UNDER	THIS	AGREEMENT	WILL	NOT	BE
LIABLE	TO	YOU	FOR	ACTUAL,	DIRECT,	INDIRECT,	CONSEQUENTIAL,	PUNITIVE	OR
INCIDENTAL	DAMAGES	EVEN	IF	YOU	GIVE	NOTICE	OF	THE	POSSIBILITY	OF	SUCH
DAMAGE.

1.F.3.	LIMITED	RIGHT	OF	REPLACEMENT	OR	REFUND	-	If	you	discover	a	defect	in	this
electronic	work	within	90	days	of	receiving	it,	you	can	receive	a	refund	of	the	money	(if	any)	you
paid	for	it	by	sending	a	written	explanation	to	the	person	you	received	the	work	from.	If	you
received	the	work	on	a	physical	medium,	you	must	return	the	medium	with	your	written
explanation.	The	person	or	entity	that	provided	you	with	the	defective	work	may	elect	to	provide
a	replacement	copy	in	lieu	of	a	refund.	If	you	received	the	work	electronically,	the	person	or
entity	providing	it	to	you	may	choose	to	give	you	a	second	opportunity	to	receive	the	work
electronically	in	lieu	of	a	refund.	If	the	second	copy	is	also	defective,	you	may	demand	a	refund	in
writing	without	further	opportunities	to	fix	the	problem.

1.F.4.	Except	for	the	limited	right	of	replacement	or	refund	set	forth	in	paragraph	1.F.3,	this
work	is	provided	to	you	‘AS-IS’,	WITH	NO	OTHER	WARRANTIES	OF	ANY	KIND,	EXPRESS	OR
IMPLIED,	INCLUDING	BUT	NOT	LIMITED	TO	WARRANTIES	OF	MERCHANTABILITY	OR
FITNESS	FOR	ANY	PURPOSE.

1.F.5.	Some	states	do	not	allow	disclaimers	of	certain	implied	warranties	or	the	exclusion	or
limitation	of	certain	types	of	damages.	If	any	disclaimer	or	limitation	set	forth	in	this	agreement



violates	the	law	of	the	state	applicable	to	this	agreement,	the	agreement	shall	be	interpreted	to
make	the	maximum	disclaimer	or	limitation	permitted	by	the	applicable	state	law.	The	invalidity
or	unenforceability	of	any	provision	of	this	agreement	shall	not	void	the	remaining	provisions.

1.F.6.	INDEMNITY	-	You	agree	to	indemnify	and	hold	the	Foundation,	the	trademark	owner,	any
agent	or	employee	of	the	Foundation,	anyone	providing	copies	of	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic
works	in	accordance	with	this	agreement,	and	any	volunteers	associated	with	the	production,
promotion	and	distribution	of	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works,	harmless	from	all	liability,
costs	and	expenses,	including	legal	fees,	that	arise	directly	or	indirectly	from	any	of	the	following
which	you	do	or	cause	to	occur:	(a)	distribution	of	this	or	any	Project	Gutenberg™	work,	(b)
alteration,	modification,	or	additions	or	deletions	to	any	Project	Gutenberg™	work,	and	(c)	any
Defect	you	cause.

Section	2.	Information	about	the	Mission	of	Project	Gutenberg™

Project	Gutenberg™	is	synonymous	with	the	free	distribution	of	electronic	works	in	formats
readable	by	the	widest	variety	of	computers	including	obsolete,	old,	middle-aged	and	new
computers.	It	exists	because	of	the	efforts	of	hundreds	of	volunteers	and	donations	from	people
in	all	walks	of	life.

Volunteers	and	financial	support	to	provide	volunteers	with	the	assistance	they	need	are	critical
to	reaching	Project	Gutenberg™’s	goals	and	ensuring	that	the	Project	Gutenberg™	collection	will
remain	freely	available	for	generations	to	come.	In	2001,	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive
Foundation	was	created	to	provide	a	secure	and	permanent	future	for	Project	Gutenberg™	and
future	generations.	To	learn	more	about	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation	and
how	your	efforts	and	donations	can	help,	see	Sections	3	and	4	and	the	Foundation	information
page	at	www.gutenberg.org.

Section	3.	Information	about	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive
Foundation

The	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation	is	a	non-profit	501(c)(3)	educational
corporation	organized	under	the	laws	of	the	state	of	Mississippi	and	granted	tax	exempt	status	by
the	Internal	Revenue	Service.	The	Foundation’s	EIN	or	federal	tax	identification	number	is	64-
6221541.	Contributions	to	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation	are	tax	deductible
to	the	full	extent	permitted	by	U.S.	federal	laws	and	your	state’s	laws.

The	Foundation’s	business	office	is	located	at	809	North	1500	West,	Salt	Lake	City,	UT	84116,
(801)	596-1887.	Email	contact	links	and	up	to	date	contact	information	can	be	found	at	the
Foundation’s	website	and	official	page	at	www.gutenberg.org/contact

Section	4.	Information	about	Donations	to	the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary
Archive	Foundation

Project	Gutenberg™	depends	upon	and	cannot	survive	without	widespread	public	support	and
donations	to	carry	out	its	mission	of	increasing	the	number	of	public	domain	and	licensed	works
that	can	be	freely	distributed	in	machine-readable	form	accessible	by	the	widest	array	of
equipment	including	outdated	equipment.	Many	small	donations	($1	to	$5,000)	are	particularly
important	to	maintaining	tax	exempt	status	with	the	IRS.

The	Foundation	is	committed	to	complying	with	the	laws	regulating	charities	and	charitable
donations	in	all	50	states	of	the	United	States.	Compliance	requirements	are	not	uniform	and	it
takes	a	considerable	effort,	much	paperwork	and	many	fees	to	meet	and	keep	up	with	these
requirements.	We	do	not	solicit	donations	in	locations	where	we	have	not	received	written
confirmation	of	compliance.	To	SEND	DONATIONS	or	determine	the	status	of	compliance	for	any
particular	state	visit	www.gutenberg.org/donate.

While	we	cannot	and	do	not	solicit	contributions	from	states	where	we	have	not	met	the
solicitation	requirements,	we	know	of	no	prohibition	against	accepting	unsolicited	donations	from
donors	in	such	states	who	approach	us	with	offers	to	donate.

International	donations	are	gratefully	accepted,	but	we	cannot	make	any	statements	concerning
tax	treatment	of	donations	received	from	outside	the	United	States.	U.S.	laws	alone	swamp	our
small	staff.

Please	check	the	Project	Gutenberg	web	pages	for	current	donation	methods	and	addresses.
Donations	are	accepted	in	a	number	of	other	ways	including	checks,	online	payments	and	credit
card	donations.	To	donate,	please	visit:	www.gutenberg.org/donate

Section	5.	General	Information	About	Project	Gutenberg™	electronic	works

Professor	Michael	S.	Hart	was	the	originator	of	the	Project	Gutenberg™	concept	of	a	library	of
electronic	works	that	could	be	freely	shared	with	anyone.	For	forty	years,	he	produced	and
distributed	Project	Gutenberg™	eBooks	with	only	a	loose	network	of	volunteer	support.

https://www.gutenberg.org/donate/


Project	Gutenberg™	eBooks	are	often	created	from	several	printed	editions,	all	of	which	are
confirmed	as	not	protected	by	copyright	in	the	U.S.	unless	a	copyright	notice	is	included.	Thus,
we	do	not	necessarily	keep	eBooks	in	compliance	with	any	particular	paper	edition.

Most	people	start	at	our	website	which	has	the	main	PG	search	facility:	www.gutenberg.org.

This	website	includes	information	about	Project	Gutenberg™,	including	how	to	make	donations	to
the	Project	Gutenberg	Literary	Archive	Foundation,	how	to	help	produce	our	new	eBooks,	and
how	to	subscribe	to	our	email	newsletter	to	hear	about	new	eBooks.

https://www.gutenberg.org/

