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1. The existence of a specific contagious disease causing abortion in cows has been recognized
for a long time, and it is certain that the disease known abroad as infectious or contagious
abortion is also prevalent in the United States.

2. The infectious agent is a bacterium first described by the Danish investigators, Bang and
Stribolt. This microorganism has been isolated from aborting cows in various European countries
and in the United States.

3. Bacteriological examination of afterbirths from aborting cows at this Station revealed the
presence of this germ.

4. To eradicate the disease from a herd, the affected cows should be isolated, and their genital
passages cleansed once or twice daily with an antiseptic solution until all discharge has ceased,
when they may be returned to the herd; all infectious material (afterbirth and discharges) should
be burned; infected stalls should be cleaned and disinfected; the sheath of the herd bull should
be cleansed with a disinfectant solution before and after service, and a separate, clean bull
should be used for heifers and clean cows.

CONTAGIOUS ABORTION OF COWS

By W. J. MAcNEAL, AssistaNT CHIEF IN BACTERIOLOGY, IN COOPERATION WITH
HERBERT W. MUMFORD, Cuier IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

INTRODUCTION

The premature discharge of the products of conception from the uterus is a not infrequent
occurrence among domestic animals, and doubtless various factors may from time to time
operate in its causation. For a long time, however, practical husbandmen have recognized an
epizootic or contagious kind of abortion, a definite transmissible disease in which the loss of the
fetus is the most prominent characteristic. The transmissibility of contagious abortion of cows
appears to have been demonstrated experimentally for the first time by Brauer. Experimental
transmission has been performed by a number of investigators subsequently, the work of Nocard
(1886) furnishing conclusive evidence upon this point.

It is certain that a disease, or possibly more than one disease, of this nature is a source of
serious loss to the live stock industry in the United States, and there can no longer be any doubt
that a considerable part of this loss is due to the definite specific disease prevalent on the
continent of Europe and in England, and known as Contagious, Infectious, or Epizootic Abortion.
The purpose of this bulletin is the brief presentation of some of the facts concerning the cause,
prevention and restriction of this disease, which have been established by modern investigation,
for the information of men engaged in live stock production.

BACTERIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS ELSEWHERE

Nocard carried out the first extensive bacteriological investigation of contagious abortion. In
microscopic preparations of the diseased placenta he was able to recognize numerous short
bacilli and micrococci. These were also found in the amniotic fluid. He obtained pure cultures of
these two organisms, but failed to induce abortion upon inoculating these cultures into other
animals. Neither of the germs obtained in culture could therefore be regarded as the causative
agent in the disease.

In 1895 Bang and Stribolt undertook the investigation of this disease, and their results are now



generally regarded as the most important of all the contributions to the study of this subject. A
cow showing all the symptoms of impending abortion was purchased and slaughtered. The
unopened uterus was removed to the laboratory where it was opened with special precautions to
avoid all contamination. An abundant, grayish yellow, odorless exudate was found between the
ovum and the inner wall of the uterus. Upon standing this exudate separated into two layers, a
reddish yellow serum above, and a grayish yellow partly solid layer below. In microscopic
preparations of this exudate, stained with Loeffler's methylene blue, numerous very small bacilli
were found, apparently in pure culture, some of them lying free, but large numbers of them
crowded together inside cells. These latter appeared at first to be micrococci, but more careful
examination proved them to be really short rods. Bang and Stribolt were able to cultivate this
organism in tubes of a gelatin-agar-serum medium, the germ developing only in a particular zone
beginning about 5 mm. beneath the surface of the medium and extending downward 10 to 15
mm. After considerable work with cultures, they concluded that the bacillus is neither an aerobe
nor an anaerobe, in the ordinary sense, but exhibits a very peculiar behavior in respect to
oxygen, requiring for its development a partial pressure of oxygen somewhat less than that
present in the atmosphere. They were unable to obtain growth of the germ in the presence of the
ordinary atmosphere, nor in the absence of oxygen (Pyrogallol method). Curiously enough, by
placing their tube cultures in an atmosphere of pure oxygen, they obtained cultures developing in
two zones, one near the top and the other near the bottom of the tube, indicating that there are
two optima in the oxygen requirement of the organism. This very interesting character of the
organism received great attention at their hands, but nevertheless Bang points out that typical
development such as he has pictured was not always obtained, a number of factors seeming to
cause variation in the position and extent of the developmental zones in these tube cultures. By
exhausting the air above the medium in the tube, the growth was made to extend to the surface.
In this way they were able to obtain growth of the bacillus on plates, but they did not work out a
reliable plate method, preferring to employ the dilution tube cultures for separation in all their
work. Bang and Stribolt subsequently examined pieces of placenta from a large number of cases
of contagious abortion, and found the bacillus microscopically in practically all cases. Sometimes
they were abundant, in other instances very scarce. Most of this material was badly
contaminated, yet, from that sent in during the colder season they successfully isolated the
bacillus in pure culture in a majority of the cases. In three fetuses the bacillus was found in the
intestinal contents in pure culture; in one fetus it was isolated from the blood. Two cows with
mummified fetus in utero were examined post mortem. These fetuses had been dead 9 months
and 5 months respectively but the surrounding exudate still contained the abortion bacillus and
pure cultures of it were obtained from each case. Uterine exudate kept in the refrigerator still
contained living abortion bacilli after seven months.

Having found the same bacillus microscopically in a series of cases of abortion, and having
obtained it in pure culture from a number of them, it now remained for Bang and Stribolt to
produce the disease by inoculation of these cultures into healthy animals. Four pregnant cows
were obtained without knowledge of their previous history. Two of them were inoculated by
intravaginal application of pure cultures, and two by intravaginal application of pieces of
afterbirth from aborting cows. No abortion resulted in any of the cows and at slaughter 19 to 29
days after inoculation, there was no evidence of the disease. This result was surprising, as Brauer
had induced abortion by the second of the above-mentioned procedures in from 9 to 21 days,
Lehnert in from 12 to 20 days, and Trinchera in 9 to 13 days. The authors thought that the
animals may have been immune on account of a previous attack of the disease, or that possibly
the interval between innoculation and slaughter (19 to 29 days) may have been too brief for the
disease to have developed. For the next experiment two cows were purchased from a region
where abortion was unknown. Pregnancy began January 14 and January 16, 1896. On April 14, a
rich culture of the abortion bacillus was injected well up into the anterior end of the vaginal canal
of each of these cows. The inoculation was repeated in the same way on May 23, and again on
June 4. One cow aborted June 24, the fetus evidently having been dead some days. The abortion
bacillus was isolated from the afterbirth. The other cow showed the signs of impending abortion
on June 23, and was slaughtered on June 24. The condition inside the uterus resembled in every
respect that observed in the cow from which the original culture had been isolated, and the
bacillus was present in pure culture. In these cows the disease had appeared 10 weeks after the
first inoculation. A third cow was inoculated by intravaginal application January 19, 1897, and
subcutaneously March 6, in both instances with pure cultures of the bacillus. Premature delivery
of a living calf occurred April 9, 80 days after the first inoculation. Abortion was also caused in
sheep by intravaginal application and by intravenous injection of pure cultures. Inoculation by
the latter method proved to be more certain in these animals, and the incubation period after
intravenous injection was only 7 days in one case and 12 days in another. Intravenous inoculation
of a mare resulted in a premature delivery after 28 days. In all these cases the bacillus was
recovered from the afterbirth.

In 1902, Preisz at Budapest isolated the same bacillus from two cases of contagious abortion in
cows. He confirmed the findings of Bang in respect to the oxygen requirements of the organism,
and was able to obtain cultures by a variety of methods on ordinary media. Apparently his
cultures were less vigorous than those of Bang, for they soon died out, their resistance to
germicides was slight, and all his inoculations into animals, including two pregnant cows, two
pregnant guinea pigs, and one pregnant rabbit, as well as a number of other small animals, were
without positive result. Preisz named the organism "Corynebacterium abortus endemici (s.
infectiosi)."

In 1908, Nowak at the University of Krakau in Austria made a very important contribution to



the study of this disease. He found the culture method of Bang and Stribolt very useful for the
identification of the organism when obtainable in pure culture, and when the contaminating
bacteria were few in number. When other bacteria were numerous, as is frequently the case in
material obtained for examination, he found this method difficult. The pyrogallol method of Preisz
also proved to be unreliable in his hands. Eventually he devised a method of plate culture which
proved to be very useful. Ordinary agar was melted and cooled to 50° C. then mixed with about
one fourth its volume of naturally sterile blood serum, and poured into sterile Petri dishes where
it was allowed to solidify. The piece of placenta or other material to be examined was then
streaked over several of these plates in succession, and the plates were incubated for 24 hours at
37° C., to allow contaminating bacteria to develop. The plates were next placed in a glass jar
together with a culture of Bacillus subtilis, one square centimeter of culture surface of the latter
organism being provided for each 15 cc. capacity of the jar. The jar was sealed and placed at 37°
C. for three days, at the end of which time excellent surface colonies of Bang's bacillus were
obtained. By the application of this method Nowak has succeeded in isolating the bacillus from
the blood and intestinal contents of a number of fetuses, and from uterine discharge, when other
methods failed. He has also observed that one could gradually decrease the amount of culture
surface of B. subtilis employed in succeeding cultures and eventually get the bacillus of Bang to
grow in the presence of atmospheric air, altho the cultures were relatively poor ones. Nowak also
confirmed Bang by obtaining cultures in an atmosphere of nearly pure oxygen, as well as in
ordinary air under a pressure of three atmospheres. His cultures were evidently vigorous for
some of them were successfully transplanted after two years. Nowak used ordinary agar as a
medium with considerable success, and found glucose agar to be almost as favorable to the
growth of the bacillus. For the detection of the germ in pathological material, however, these
media proved to be inferior to the serum-agar mixture in several cases. Cultures were obtained in
broth and in milk without coagulation, contrary to the statement of Preisz. No gas was produced
in sugar broth. Nowak inoculated a number of pregnant laboratory animals, and produced
abortion with great regularity in guinea pigs and rabbits by subcutaneous, intravenous and
intraperitoneal injection. He did not succeed in producing abortion by intravaginal application
nor by feeding. No tests were made upon larger animals much to his regret, as in his opinion the
experiments of Bang upon cows still left something to be desired in the way of experimental
evidence.

McFadyean and Stockman (1909) have investigated the contagious abortion of cattle in Great
Britain, and have found it to be identical with that studied by Bang in Denmark. They were able
to produce the disease in cows by intravenous injection of natural virus and of active pure
cultures, without a failure in eight experiments. By intravaginal application they caused the
disease twice with cultures and three times with natural virus, but also failed to obtain any result
in three trials with the natural virus. Subcutaneous inoculation was successful three times in five
trials. By feeding they produced the disease three times in four trials. These authors consider
ingestion to be an important mode of contracting contagious abortion in nature.

Zwick (1910) has made a preliminary report of the bacteriological investigation of contagious
abortion at the German Imperial Health Office. By a comparative study of cultures, the unity of
the disease in Denmark, Germany, England, and Holland has been established. Certain individual
differences were detected in the various culture strains examined, and it was found that the
bacillus could be readily cultivated upon various ordinary laboratory media, and that it could also
adapt itself to an aerobic existence, thus confirming the work of Nowak. In one instance the
bacillus grew aerobically immediately upon isolation from the animal body. Abortion was induced
in sheep, goats, and rabbits by intravenous injection, intravaginal application, and also by
feeding. Work upon the use of abortin (analogous to tuberculin) for diagnosis, and upon the
agglutination and complement fixation tests, was in progress at the time the report was made.

BACTERIOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIMENTS AT THIS STATION

In the United States contagious abortion is widespread, and has been recognized for a number
of years by practical husbandmen as an important economic factor in animal industry.
Epidemiological studies have recently been reported from Arizona and Connecticut. At the Illinois
Agricultural Experiment Station the beef cattle herd has suffered considerable loss from abortion
for several years past, and the presence of contagious abortion had been recognized by Professor
Mumford, altho this diagnosis was disputed by other authorities. In order to settle the question it
seemed best to undertake a bacteriological study of the disease. This seemed the more desirable
because, so far as we have ascertained, there was no known microorganism generally recognized
and accepted as the cause of the disease in this country, the bacillus described by Bang having
been found only in Europe and his work having failed to be confirmed by American investigators.

Altogether eighteen parturient cows have been examined bacteriologically. Ten of these calved
at term and the births appeared to be normal. The abortion bacillus was not found in any of
these. Eight were cases of premature delivery, and of these, six appeared clinically to be cases of
contagious abortion. Placental tissue from two of these cases was examined by the Nowak plate
method and a bacillus isolated, apparently identical with that isolated by Bang in Denmark and
by Nowak in Austria.

The organism is a very small short rod, usually oval in shape, from 0.8u to 2.0p long by 0.7n
wide, practically always single, rarely in short threads of two to four cells. It is not motile, and
does not form spores. It stains with moderate rapidity with the ordinary anilin dyes, and is
decolorized by Gram's method. The colonies on serum-agar are raised, with smooth circular
borders, appearing almost like drops of dew. They are transparent and very clear, with a bluish



gray color by transmitted light. Under the microscope a few coarse granules may be seen near
the center of the colony but the greater part of it appears very homogenous and almost water-
clear. The appearance of the colony is really a very characteristic feature of the organism and
enables one to distinguish readily the colony of the abortion bacillus from other colonies on the
serum-agar plates.

The behavior toward oxygen is another character upon which considerable reliance may be
placed in the identification of strains recently isolated from the animal body. This is tested by
transplanting the colonies from the serum-agar plates to two series of agar streak sub-cultures,
of which one series is incubated in the atmospheric air and the other in the closed jar together
with cultures of B. subtilis. Unless the growth under the latter condition is much better than the
growth outside the jar, the culture may be discarded as one not belonging to this species.

A final important test in identification is that of pathogenicity. Nowak induced abortion in
pregnant guinea pigs with great regularity by subcutaneous, intraperitoneal, and intravenous
injection of pure cultures of the abortion bacillus. So far, four pregnant guinea pigs have been
inoculated subcutaneously with the pure cultures isolated by us, and the inoculation has been
followed by premature evacuation of the uterus with death of the fetuses in 3%, 8, 6, and 7 days
respectively. In the first guinea pig the two fetuses were practically fully developed and covered
with hair. In this instance the abortion bacillus was isolated only from the subcutaneous tissue of
the mother at the point of inoculation, the cultures from the uterus, the placenta, and the fetuses
remaining negative. In the other three cases the fetuses were undeveloped and the condition was
that of a true abortion. In these instances the abortion bacillus was demonstrated by culture tests
at the point of inoculation in pure culture in two, in mixed culture in the other one; in the interior
of the uterus in pure culture in all three; in each of the four placentee of two cases in mixed
culture, as these placentae had been passed some time before they were found, and in the three
placentee of the other case in pure culture; in the livers of all three fetuses of the one case in
pure culture, but not in the other four fetuses; in the heart blood of the mother in pure culture in
one case, but not in the other two cases. In all these tests the mother guinea pig was killed by
chloroform soon after the abortion had occurred.

From the results of these tests we have concluded that the bacillus isolated by us from aborting
cows is identical with that isolated by Bang and by Nowak. Further, the investigations of Bang,
Preisz, Nowak, McFadyean and Stockman, and Zwick, seem to justify the acceptance of this
organism as the infectious agent in the contagious abortion of cattle.

The principles of bacteriological nomenclature have not as yet been universally adopted, and
most of the investigators quoted in this paper have avoided the use of a specific name for the
abortion bacillus. Bang himself seems not to have given it a binomial designation, but he
repeatedly employed the term "Abortusbacillus" as a specific term. Chester (1901) has named the
organism "Bacterium abortivum" with the synonym "Bacillus of contagious abortion in cows,
Bang." Preisz (1902) suggested the name "Corynebacterium abortus endemici (s. infectiousi)."
This generic name Corynebacterium appears to be incorrect, as the organism is very different
from those to which this name has been previously applied. It would seem best to employ the
more general term Bacillus (or Bacterium) as a confessedly temporary generic name until a more
definite generic nomenclature of bacteria shall have been developed and generally adopted. In
determining the specific name it would seem that the term "Abortusbacillus" employed by its
discoverer as early as 1907 should receive first consideration. Welll have therefore suggested
the name Bacillus (or Bacterium) abortus, Bang, for this organism. The term "abortus," being in
the genitive case, may be employed with either generic term.

FOOTNOTE:

[1] MacNeal and Kerr, 1910.

RESTRICTION AND ERADICATION OF THE DISEASE

Reliable methods for restricting the spread of contagious abortion and for eradicating it from a
herd may be expected as the result of more complete and accurate knowledge of the nature of
the disease and its mode of spread. Some of these methods, such as that of artificial
immunization, are being tested experimentally by the Departmental Committee appointed by the
British Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to inquire into Epizootic Abortion. Until these methods
have been developed beyond the experimental stage, the older more or less empirical methods
will have to be relied upon. Fortunately these older methods can now be subjected to careful
scrutiny in the light of modern knowledge of the disease, and they have been studied in this way
by the British Committee mentioned above. The following summary has been copied, with only
slight abridgment and very few alterations, from the report of this Committee.

"The methods which have been relied upon in the past for the prevention of abortion and its
eradication from a herd are:—

(1) Periodical spraying of the external genital organs and hind quarters with disinfectant
solutions.

(2) Isolation of animals as soon as they show the premonitory signs of abortion.

(3) Internal administration of carbolic acid to animals supposed to be infected or exposed to
infection.
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(4) Irrigation of the genital organs of animals which have aborted with antiseptic solutions.
(5) Removal and disposal of animals which have aborted.

(6) The keeping of a special bull for serving animals which have aborted, or, what is based on
the same idea, the disinfection of the external genital organs of the bull with antiseptic solutions
after he has served such a cow.

(7) Destruction of the abortion membranes, and disinfection of the parts of the buildings, litter,
etc., with which the infective material has come in contact.

(8) The keeping of a goat, especially a male goat, in a byre with the cows."

It cannot be said of the above measures that either singly or collectively they have brought
about any material improvement in the general condition of our herds in relation to abortion.
According to reports, decided improvements have been effected in individual herds by the
adoption of isolation and disinfection, while in others very little has been accomplished. Some of
the above methods are founded on nothing more than ignorant empiricism, while others are
based upon pathological and physiological considerations which are only partially correct in their
applications. Since most of them have obtained a certain amount of hold, at least on the minds of
stockowners, it may be useful to discuss each measure separately in the light of our recent
investigations.

Spraying of the External Genital Organs.—This is a procedure which probably has little or no
value. (Abridged.)

Isolation of Animals as soon as they show Signs of Abortion.—The necessity for this measure is
obvious, and its importance cannot be too much insisted on. An infected animal only becomes
infective to others immediately before the act of abortion, and may remain so for some weeks
afterwards. However, only a proportion of the affected animals show premonitory signs, and
quite a number may abort amongst their companions without warning. Under such conditions,
then, measures of immediate isolation lose much of their undoubted theoretical value, owing to
the difficulty in the way of carrying them out in practice. There is not likely to be any serious
difficulty in diagnosing the bacterial disease after an act of abortion, even in an isolated case, if
the membranes are available in a reasonably fresh state. (Abridged.)

Isolation of the affected animals, however, must be complete before and after the act to be of
any real value. Having regard to what appears to be the most common form of infection, viz., by
ingestion, we do not think that anything material is to be gained by merely putting all the cows
about to abort and those which have aborted at the lower end of a byre, so that the infective
discharges may not come in contact with the external genital organs of their fellows, unless we
assume that infection frequently takes place by an animal licking virulent material from a part of
its body where it has been deposited by flicks of the tail which has been contaminated by lying in
the gutter behind the stalls.

Internal Administration of Carbolic Acid.—The wuselessness of carbolic acid and other
antiseptics as curative agents has already been referred to. As a preventive agent by internal
administration we believe carbolic acid to be equally useless. Even if it were possible to
administer very large doses of this poisonous substance, one could not expect to be able to give
enough to destroy the bacilli which have been swallowed and mixed with the contents of the
enormous stomachs and intestines, and it would be equally hopeless to expect to destroy in this
way the bacilli which have already reached the womb. This alleged measure of prevention must
be regarded as an absurdity which has gained a certain amount of support owing to observations
carelessly collated and carelessly interpreted.

Irrigation of the Genital Passages after Abortion.—With the act of abortion the greater part of
the uterine exudate is immediately ejected. That some of it remains behind for a short period is
certain, since we were able to demonstrate abortion bacilli in material obtained from the vagina
of a heifer three days after she had aborted. On the other hand, no abortion bacilli could be found
in the uterus of another heifer a month after she had aborted. It seems probable that, as a rule,
the genital organs cleanse themselves by natural means a comparatively short time after abortion
has taken place. Almost immediately after abortion and expulsion of the membranes the uterus
contracts, and its internal surfaces come into apposition. Its condition is such that it would not be
possible to force fluid into it with a pump from the vagina. Apart then, from the probability that
disinfection of the uterus by antiseptics is not necessary to rid the organ of abortion bacilli, we
are of opinion that it is futile to attempt it by irrigation methods. So long as a discharge continues
to come from the genital passages, we think that for hygienic and therapeutic reasons they ought
to be cleansed once or twice by the intravaginal injection of tepid antiseptic solutions, such as a 2
per cent solution of carbolic acid or a 1 in 3,000 solution of corrosive sublimate, but not on the
ground that the injections will disinfect the uterus. We are of opinion that it will seldom be
necessary to continue the injections for more than a month, and that after three months there
should be small risk in putting the cow to the bull, provided she is afterwards protected from
fresh infection.

Removal and disposal of Animals which have aborted.—It is quite a prevalent custom to feed for
the butcher cows which have aborted. It is also customary to sell such cows alive in the open
market. The second custom we consider likely to introduce disease to other establishments,
unless the animals have ceased to discharge; they should, we think, be kept for at least three
months after abortion before being sent for sale.

The first custom is less objectionable than the second, but we think that a breeder will be more
likely to get rid of abortion from his herds by keeping such animals than by disposing of them and



bringing in new ones before his entire herd is free from the disease. There can be no doubt that
in most cases an attack of the disease greatly increases an animal's resistance to future attacks,
and that in a large proportion of the affected, probably in the majority, this resistance is
sufficient to fortify them against infection during their next pregnancy. It is beyond doubt that a
considerable proportion may abort twice in succession, but it is not improbable that inoculation
methods may now be successfully employed to exalt their resistance. In the midst of infection
there is no better guarantee against the disease than the possession of an immune stock, and for
this reason we consider that on infected premises the animals which have already aborted are to
be looked upon as valuable assets for purposes of eradication, much more valuable than the new
and susceptible animals brought in. We find, however, that a small proportion of cows will not
hold to the bull for an indefinite period after abortion, and it may be found better to fatten off
such animals, unless they are of high value.

The Keeping of a Special Bull for Cows which have aborted.—We have already stated that we
do not consider the bull a factor of the first importance in the dissemination of abortion but that
infection by means of a contaminated bull must be looked upon as a distinct possibility. We think,
therefore, that there is something to be said in favor of keeping a bull for the service of cows
which have aborted, and, when that is not possible, of disinfecting the external genital organs of
the bull after he has served such cows. Of course, if the cows can be immunized the same bull
might be used for all. We do not think that cows from a clean establishment should be sent even
to a clean bull on infected premises, and it is also inadvisable that cows from infected premises
should be sent to a bull on a clean establishment.

Destruction of Virulent Material and disinfection of everything contaminated by it.—The
immediate disinfection of the virulent materials and contaminated objects is of great importance,
more especially as it appears that the natural virus may remain active for a long time outside the
body. The soiled litter, dung, exudate, membranes, and fetus should all be removed at once,
preferably after they have been treated with caustic lime. After removal they should be soaked in
paraffin and burned, or buried in a deep pit, preferably the former. On no account should the
fetus and membranes be fed to pigs or dogs. When a fetus is aborted alive, as sometimes
happens, it seldom survives long, and it is advisable to kill and destroy it, since it may excrete
abundance of virulent material from its intestines if allowed to live. If, however, it be decided not
to Kkill it, it should immediately be isolated. The walls of the stall and the floor should be washed
or strewn thickly with caustic lime, or drenched freely with boiling water. The temperature
necessary to kill the bacillus is not great, and this simple method of disinfection should prove
efficacious. Lastly, the boots, clothing, and hands of attendants should be disinfected by making
use of any reliable disinfectant, such as 3 or 4 per cent solution of carbolic acid.

The keeping of a Goat amongst the Cows.—This, we believe can only have had its origin in
ignorant superstition, but we feel bound to mention it, as the question of its efficacy has quite
frequently been seriously put to us. We would point out that goats themselves can be infected
with cattle abortion, and that both male and female goats were on our premises during the
greater part of the time occupied with the cattle experiments, and their presence did not prevent
animals from aborting.

Preventive Inoculation.—This is still in the experimental stage and definite results are hoped
for. (Abridged.)

The Committee refrained from making any recommendations in regard to measures to be taken
by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries for the prevention of the disease.

Experience in connection with the beef cattle herd at the Illinois Agricultural Experiment
Station with the methods of isolation, careful disposal of infected material, cleaning and
disinfection of infected stalls, antiseptic irrigation of the genital passages of cows which had
aborted, and antiseptic irrigation of the bull before and after service, together with the use of a
special bull for heifers and clean cows, has been very satisfactory. These measures were applied
under the direction of Professor H. W. Mumford and Mr. H. O. Allison. During the year previous
to the inauguration of these measures a large percentage of the calves were lost by abortion. A
decided improvement in respect to the number of calves saved was coincident with the use of the
procedures mentioned above. They were applied to each case of abortion as it occurred, until in
the course of two years abortions have become very infrequent and the herd is now considered
free from the disease. It should be noted, however, that those cows which had aborted were not
necessarily disposed of, but after local irrigation treatment until the discharge had ceased, they
were bred again. Some of the improvement in the herd has, therefore, doubtless been due merely
to the retention of relatively immune cows.

Altho the experience here has been rather fortunate and the results obtained seem to bear
some relation to the employment of the measures deemed worthy by the British Committee, we
hesitate to state that there was any necessary relation between them, because cattle men have
observed somewhat similar improvement in herds without the use of any treatment at all. In
other words, there appears to be a tendency for the disease sometimes to die out in a herd or to
become quiescent for a year or two. On the other hand, the recommendations of the British
Committee supported as they seem to be by our local experience, certainly warrant the
recommendation of these measures for use in combating contagious abortion. In any event good
results cannot be expected without intelligent, careful, and painstaking work, and it may be that
some of the failures in applying these measures have resulted from lack of efficiency in applying
them rather than from insufficiency of the measures themselves.



References

1. Bang. Die Aetiologie des seuchenhaften ("infectiosen") Verwertens. Ztschr. f. Thiermed. 1:
241-278. 1897.

2. Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Great Britain). Report of the Departmental
Committee to inquire into Epizootic Abortion. Part 1. Epizodtic Abortion in Cattle. London, 1909.

3. Chester. A Manual of Determinative Bacteriology. 1901.

4. McFadyean and Stockman. Epizootic Abortion. Report. Dept. Com. Bd. Agr. and Fisheries.
(Gt. Brit.), Appendix to Part I, 1909. Review in Expt. Sta. Record 22: 584-586. 1910.

5. MacNeal and Kerr. Bacillus abortus of Bang, the cause of contagious abortion in cattle.
Jour. Infect. Diseases 7: 469-475 (1910).

6. Nocard, Review by Bang. Ztschr. f. Thiermed, 1: 243-246. 1897.
7. Nowak. Le bacille de Bang et sa biologie. Annales de 1'Institut Pasteur 22: 541-546. 1908.

8. Preisz. Der Bacillus des seuchenhaften Verwerfens. Centralbl. f. Bakt. etc., I Abt. Orig. 33:
190-196 (1903).

9. Zwick. Ueber den Erreger des infectiosen Abortus des Rindes. Centralbl. f. Bakt. etc.,
Beilage zu I Abt. Ref. 47: 219-220. 1910.

*+ END OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK CONTAGIOUS ABORTION OF COWS *#%*
Updated editions will replace the previous one—the old editions will be renamed.

Creating the works from print editions not protected by U.S. copyright law means that no one
owns a United States copyright in these works, so the Foundation (and you!) can copy and
distribute it in the United States without permission and without paying copyright royalties.
Special rules, set forth in the General Terms of Use part of this license, apply to copying and
distributing Project Gutenberg™ electronic works to protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG™
concept and trademark. Project Gutenberg is a registered trademark, and may not be used if you
charge for an eBook, except by following the terms of the trademark license, including paying
royalties for use of the Project Gutenberg trademark. If you do not charge anything for copies of
this eBook, complying with the trademark license is very easy. You may use this eBook for nearly
any purpose such as creation of derivative works, reports, performances and research. Project
Gutenberg eBooks may be modified and printed and given away—you may do practically
ANYTHING in the United States with eBooks not protected by U.S. copyright law. Redistribution
is subject to the trademark license, especially commercial redistribution.

START: FULL LICENSE

THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG LICENSE
PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK

To protect the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting the free distribution of electronic works,
by using or distributing this work (or any other work associated in any way with the phrase
“Project Gutenberg”), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full Project Gutenberg™
License available with this file or online at www.gutenberg.org/license.

Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg™
electronic works

1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg™ electronic work, you indicate that
you have read, understand, agree to and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual
property (trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all the terms of this
agreement, you must cease using and return or destroy all copies of Project Gutenberg™
electronic works in your possession. If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a
Project Gutenberg™ electronic work and you do not agree to be bound by the terms of this
agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person or entity to whom you paid the fee as set
forth in paragraph 1.E.8.

1.B. “Project Gutenberg” is a registered trademark. It may only be used on or associated in any
way with an electronic work by people who agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement.
There are a few things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg™ electronic works even
without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See paragraph 1.C below. There are a
lot of things you can do with Project Gutenberg™ electronic works if you follow the terms of this
agreement and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg™ electronic works. See
paragraph 1.E below.



1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation (“the Foundation” or PGLAF), owns a
compilation copyright in the collection of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works. Nearly all the
individual works in the collection are in the public domain in the United States. If an individual
work is unprotected by copyright law in the United States and you are located in the United
States, we do not claim a right to prevent you from copying, distributing, performing, displaying
or creating derivative works based on the work as long as all references to Project Gutenberg are
removed. Of course, we hope that you will support the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting
free access to electronic works by freely sharing Project Gutenberg™ works in compliance with
the terms of this agreement for keeping the Project Gutenberg™ name associated with the work.
You can easily comply with the terms of this agreement by keeping this work in the same format
with its attached full Project Gutenberg™ License when you share it without charge with others.

1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern what you can do with this
work. Copyright laws in most countries are in a constant state of change. If you are outside the
United States, check the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this agreement before
downloading, copying, displaying, performing, distributing or creating derivative works based on
this work or any other Project Gutenberg™ work. The Foundation makes no representations
concerning the copyright status of any work in any country other than the United States.

1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg:

1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other immediate access to, the full Project
Gutenberg™ License must appear prominently whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg™ work
(any work on which the phrase “Project Gutenberg” appears, or with which the phrase “Project
Gutenberg” is associated) is accessed, displayed, performed, viewed, copied or distributed:

This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most other parts
of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions whatsoever. You may copy it,
give it away or re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included with
this eBook or online at www.gutenberg.org. If you are not located in the United States,
you will have to check the laws of the country where you are located before using this
eBook.

1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg™ electronic work is derived from texts not protected by
U.S. copyright law (does not contain a notice indicating that it is posted with permission of the
copyright holder), the work can be copied and distributed to anyone in the United States without
paying any fees or charges. If you are redistributing or providing access to a work with the
phrase “Project Gutenberg” associated with or appearing on the work, you must comply either
with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 or obtain permission for the use of the
work and the Project Gutenberg™ trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.

1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg™ electronic work is posted with the permission of the
copyright holder, your use and distribution must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through
1.E.7 and any additional terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms will be linked
to the Project Gutenberg™ License for all works posted with the permission of the copyright
holder found at the beginning of this work.

1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg™ License terms from this
work, or any files containing a part of this work or any other work associated with Project
Gutenberg™.

1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this electronic work, or any part of
this electronic work, without prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1
with active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project Gutenberg™ License.

1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary, compressed, marked up,
nonproprietary or proprietary form, including any word processing or hypertext form. However,
if you provide access to or distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg™ work in a format other than
“Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other format used in the official version posted on the official Project
Gutenberg™ website (www.gutenberg.org), you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense to the
user, provide a copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means of obtaining a copy upon request,
of the work in its original “Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other form. Any alternate format must include
the full Project Gutenberg™ License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1.

1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying, performing, copying or distributing
any Project Gutenberg™ works unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.

1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing access to or distributing Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works provided that:

* You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from the use of Project Gutenberg™
works calculated using the method you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is
owed to the owner of the Project Gutenberg™ trademark, but he has agreed to donate royalties
under this paragraph to the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments
must be paid within 60 days following each date on which you prepare (or are legally required
to prepare) your periodic tax returns. Royalty payments should be clearly marked as such and


https://www.gutenberg.org/

sent to the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the address specified in Section 4,
“Information about donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation.”

* You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies you in writing (or by e-mail)
within 30 days of receipt that s/he does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg™
License. You must require such a user to return or destroy all copies of the works possessed in a
physical medium and discontinue all use of and all access to other copies of Project Gutenberg™
works.

* You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of any money paid for a work or
a replacement copy, if a defect in the electronic work is discovered and reported to you within
90 days of receipt of the work.

* You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free distribution of Project Gutenberg™
works.

1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project Gutenberg™ electronic work or group of
works on different terms than are set forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in
writing from the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the manager of the Project
Gutenberg™ trademark. Contact the Foundation as set forth in Section 3 below.

1.F.

1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable effort to identify, do
copyright research on, transcribe and proofread works not protected by U.S. copyright law in
creating the Project Gutenberg™ collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg™ electronic
works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may contain “Defects,” such as, but not
limited to, incomplete, inaccurate or corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other
intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or other medium, a computer
virus, or computer codes that damage or cannot be read by your equipment.

1.F.2. LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the “Right of Replacement
or Refund” described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the
owner of the Project Gutenberg™ trademark, and any other party distributing a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all liability to you for damages, costs
and expenses, including legal fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR
NEGLIGENCE, STRICT LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT
EXCEPT THOSE PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 1.F.3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGE.

1.F.3. LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a defect in this
electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any) you
paid for it by sending a written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium with your written
explanation. The person or entity that provided you with the defective work may elect to provide
a replacement copy in lieu of a refund. If you received the work electronically, the person or
entity providing it to you may choose to give you a second opportunity to receive the work
electronically in lieu of a refund. If the second copy is also defective, you may demand a refund in
writing without further opportunities to fix the problem.

1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth in paragraph 1.F.3, this
work is provided to you ‘AS-IS’, WITH NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR
IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR
FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE.

1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied warranties or the exclusion or
limitation of certain types of damages. If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement
violates the law of the state applicable to this agreement, the agreement shall be interpreted to
make the maximum disclaimer or limitation permitted by the applicable state law. The invalidity
or unenforceability of any provision of this agreement shall not void the remaining provisions.

1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the trademark owner, any
agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone providing copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic
works in accordance with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the production,
promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works, harmless from all liability,
costs and expenses, including legal fees, that arise directly or indirectly from any of the following
which you do or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this or any Project Gutenberg™ work, (b)
alteration, modification, or additions or deletions to any Project Gutenberg™ work, and (c) any
Defect you cause.

Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg™

Project Gutenberg™ is synonymous with the free distribution of electronic works in formats
readable by the widest variety of computers including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new
computers. It exists because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations from people
in all walks of life.



Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the assistance they need are critical
to reaching Project Gutenberg™’s goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg™ collection will
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive
Foundation was created to provide a secure and permanent future for Project Gutenberg™ and
future generations. To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation and
how your efforts and donations can help, see Sections 3 and 4 and the Foundation information
page at www.gutenberg.org.

Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive
Foundation

The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational
corporation organized under the laws of the state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by
the Internal Revenue Service. The Foundation’s EIN or federal tax identification number is 64-
6221541. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation are tax deductible
to the full extent permitted by U.S. federal laws and your state’s laws.

The Foundation’s business office is located at 809 North 1500 West, Salt Lake City, UT 84116,
(801) 596-1887. Email contact links and up to date contact information can be found at the
Foundation’s website and official page at www.gutenberg.org/contact

Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation

Project Gutenberg™ depends upon and cannot survive without widespread public support and
donations to carry out its mission of increasing the number of public domain and licensed works
that can be freely distributed in machine-readable form accessible by the widest array of
equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations ($1 to $5,000) are particularly
important to maintaining tax exempt status with the IRS.

The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating charities and charitable
donations in all 50 states of the United States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it
takes a considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up with these
requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations where we have not received written
confirmation of compliance. To SEND DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any
particular state visit www.gutenberg.org/donate.

While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we have not met the
solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition against accepting unsolicited donations from
donors in such states who approach us with offers to donate.

International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make any statements concerning
tax treatment of donations received from outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our
small staff.

Please check the Project Gutenberg web pages for current donation methods and addresses.
Donations are accepted in a number of other ways including checks, online payments and credit
card donations. To donate, please visit: www.gutenberg.org/donate

Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg™ electronic works

Professor Michael S. Hart was the originator of the Project Gutenberg™ concept of a library of
electronic works that could be freely shared with anyone. For forty years, he produced and
distributed Project Gutenberg™ eBooks with only a loose network of volunteer support.

Project Gutenberg™ eBooks are often created from several printed editions, all of which are
confirmed as not protected by copyright in the U.S. unless a copyright notice is included. Thus,
we do not necessarily keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper edition.

Most people start at our website which has the main PG search facility: www.gutenberg.org.

This website includes information about Project Gutenberg™, including how to make donations to
the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and
how to subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks.


https://www.gutenberg.org/donate/
https://www.gutenberg.org/

