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PREFACE.

Most justly does the old Preface to the earlier Editions begin by telling the Reader that "These
Letters have no need of any man's epistle commendatory, the great Master having given them
one, written by His own hand on the hearts of all who favour the things of God." Every one who
knows these "Letters" at all, is aware of their most peculiar characteristic, namely, the discovery
they present of the marvellous intercourse carried on between the writer's soul and his God.

This Edition will be found to be the most complete that has hitherto appeared. It is the same as
that of 1863, in two vols., with two slight alterations, viz. the footnotes are for the most part
removed to the Glossary, and a few of the notices are condensed, but nothing omitted of any
importance. On the other hand, one or two slight additions have been made. Attending carefully
to the chronological arrangement, the Editor has sought, by biographical, topographical, and
historical notices, to put the Reader in possession of all that was needed to enable him to enter
into the circumstances in which each Letter was written, so far as that could be done. The
appended Glossary of Scottish words and expressions (many of them in reality old English), the
Index of Places and Persons, the Index of Special Subjects, and the prefixed Contents of Each
Letter, will, it is confidently believed, be found both interesting and useful. The Sketch of
Rutherford's Life may be thought too brief; but the limits within which such a Sketch must
necessarily be confined, when occupying the place of a mere Introduction, rendered brevity
inevitable.

Every Letter hitherto published is to be found in this Edition. The ten additional Letters of the
Edition 1848, along with two more, added since that time, are all inserted in their chronological
place. The publishers have taken great pains with the typography.

CONTENTS.

Sketch of Samuel Rutherford, 1

To Marion M'Naught.—Children to be Dedicated to God, 33

To a Christian Gentlewoman, on the death of a Daughter.—Christ's 4

Sympathy with, and Property in us—Reasons for Resignation, =

To Lady Kenmure, on occasion of illness and spiritual depression.—

3. Acquiescence in God's Purpose—Faith in exercise—Encouragement in view 36

of Sickness and Death—Public Affairs,

To Lady Kenmure, on death of her infant Daughter.—Tribulation the Portion

of God's People, and intended to wean them from the World,

To Lady Kenmure, when removing from Anwoth.—Changes—Loss of

Friends—This World no abiding Place,

To Marion M'Naught, telling of his Wife's illness.—Inward Conflict, arising

from Outward Trial,

To Lady Kenmure.—The Earnest of the Spirit—Communion with Christ—

Faith in the Promises,

To Marion M'Naught.—His Wife's Illness—Wrestlings with God,

To Marion M'Naught.—Recommending a Friend to her Care—Prayers

asked,

10. To Marion M'Naught.—Submission, Perseverance, and Zeal recommended,
To Lady Kenmure.—God's Inexplicable Dealings with His People well

11. ordered—Want of Ordinances—Conformity to Christ—Troubles of the 52

Church—Mr. Rutherford's Wife's Death,

To Marion M'Naught.—God Mixeth the Cup—The Reward of the Wicked—

Faithfulness—Forbearance—Trials,

To Marion M'Naught, when exposed to reproach for her principles.—Jesus a

Pattern of Patience under Suffering,

To Marion M'Naught, in prospect of the Lord’'s Supper.—Abundance in

Jesus—The Restoration of the Jews—Enemies of God,

To Marion M'Naught.—The threatened Introduction of the Service-Book—

Troubles of the Church—Private Wrongs,

To Marion M'Naught.—Proposal to Remove him from Anwoth—Babylon's

Destruction, and Christ's Coming—The Young invited,

To Marion M'Naught.—The Prospects of the Church—Arminianism—Call to

12.

|U‘I
I~

13.

|U‘I
~J

14.

|U'I
o

15.

|@
()

16.

|@
N


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_1
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_33
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_34
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_36
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_40
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_42
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_44
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_46
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_49
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_50
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_50
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_52
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_54
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_57
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_58
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_60
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_62

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.
25.
26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
36.
37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42.

43.
44.
45.

46.
47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.
54.
55.

56.

57.
58.

59.

Prayer—No Help but in Christ,

To Marion M'Naught, in prospect of the Lord's Supper.—Prayer Solicited—
The Church's Prospects,

To Lady Kenmure.—Encouragement to Abound in Faith from the Prospect
of Glory—Christ's Unchangeableness,

To Lady Kenmure.—Assurance of Christ's Love under Trials—Fulness of
Christ—Hope of Glory,

To Lady Kenmure.—Self-denial—Hope of Christ's Coming—Loving God for
Himself,

To Jjohn Kennedy.—Deliverance from Shipwreck—Recovery from threatened
Death—Use of Trials—Remembrance of Friends,

To Lady Kenmure.—Exhorting to remember her Espousal to Christ—
Tribulation a Preparation for the Kingdom—Glory in the End,

To Marion M'Naught.—Christ and His Garden—Provision of Ordinances in
the Church—Our Children,

To a Gentleman at Kirkcudbright, excusing himself from visiting,

To Marion M'Naught, after her dangerous illness.—Use of Sickness—
Reproaches—Christ our Eternal Feast—Fasting,

To Lady Kenmure.—Love to Christ and Submission to His Cross—Believers
kept—The Heavenly Paradise,

To Lady Kenmure, after the death of a child.—The State of the Church,
Cause for God's Displeasure—His Care of His Church—The Jews—Afflicted
Saints,

To Marion M'Naught.—Christ with His People in the Furnace of Affliction—
Prayer,

To Lady Kenmure.—Rank and Prosperity hinder Progress—Watchfulness—
Case of Relatives,

To Lady Kenmure.—A Union for Prayer Recommended,

To Marion M'Naught.—State and Prospects of the Church—Satan,

To Marion M'Naught.—In Prospect of Going to the Lord's Table,

To Marion M'Naught.—Prospects of the Church—Christ's Care for the
Children of Believers,

To Lady Kenmure, on the death of a child—God Measures our Days—
Bereavements Ripen us for the Harvest,

To Marion M'Naught.—Choice of a Commissioner for Parliament,

To Lady Kenmure.—On the Death of Lord Kenmure—Design of, and duties
under, Affliction,

To Marion M'Naught.—Christ's Care of His Church, and His Judgments on
her Enemies,

To Lady Kenmure.—Preparation for Death and Eternity,

To Lady Kenmure.—When Mr. Rutherford had the Prospect of being
Removed from Anwoth,

To Marion M'Naught.—The Church's Trials—Comfort under Temptations—
Deliverance—A Message to the Young,

To Lady Kenmure.—The World passeth away—Special Portions of the Word
for the Afflicted—Call to Kirkcudbright,

To Marion M'Naught.—When Mr. Rutherford was in difficulty as to
accepting a Call to Kirkcudbright, and Cramond,

To Marion M'Naught.—Troubles threatening the Church,

To Marion M'Naught.—In the Prospect of the Lord's Supper, and of Trials
to the Church,

To Marion M'Naught.—Tossings of Spirit—Her Children and Husband,

To Marion M'Naught.—Submission to God's Arrangements,

To Marion M'Naught.—Troubles from False Brethren—Occurrences—
Christ's Coming—Intercession,

To Marion M'Naught.—Spoiling of Goods—Call to Kirkcudbright—The Lord
Reigneth,

To Marion M'Naught.—Christ coming as Captain of Salvation—His Church's
Conflict and Covenant—The Jews—Last Days' Apostasy,

To Marion M'Naught.—Public Temptations—The Security of every Saint—
Occurrences in the Country-side,

To Marion M'Naught.—In the Prospect of her Husband being compelled to
receive the Commands of the Prelates—Saints are yet to Judge,

To Marion M'Naught.—Encouragement under Trial by prospect of Brighter
Days,

To Marion M'Naught.—Public Wrongs—Words of Comfort,

To Marion M'Naught.—When he had been threatened with Persecution for
Preaching the Gospel,

To Lady Kenmure.—Reasons for Resignation—Security of Saints—The End
of Time,

To Marion M'Naught.—In the Prospect of Removal to Aberdeen,

To Lady Kenmure.—On occasion of Efforts to introduce Episcopacy,

To Earlston, Elder.—No Suffering for Christ unrewarded—Loss of Children
—Christ in Providence,

R R RBRBR
5N N © ~ (o)) >

[Col (ol (e o] ~
|(_,o |UJ |O |\1

k&
~ (&)

|OO
©

© [ ©OOo[© [©
8 BIEK I8

—_
o |© |©
S 8IS

—
=]
N

—_
o
[O8]

—_
o
o)

—
S
(o)}

—
=)
co

—
—
—

—_
—
o

—
—
o8}

H
—
N

—
—
(o]

—_
—_
~

—
—
©

—
—

—
N
[O¥]

—
N
(&)

—_
N
[0}

—_
N
(o)}

—
N
o

—_
N
©

—_
|8}
—

—
(8}
—

—
GO
N


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_64
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_66
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_67
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_69
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_72
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_74
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_77
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_80
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_83
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_83
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_85
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_87
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_89
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_90
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_92
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_94
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_95
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_96
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_97
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_99
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_100
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_102
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_103
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_105
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_106
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_108
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_111
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_113
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_113
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_114
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_116
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_117
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_119
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_121
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_123
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_125
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_126
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_126
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_128
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_129
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_131
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_131
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_132

60.
61.

62.

63.

64.
65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.
71.
72.

73.

74.

75.
76.
77.

78.
79.

80.
81.
82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.
89.
90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.
96.
97.

98.

99.

100.
101.

To Marion M'Naught.—When he was under Trial by the High Commission,
To Lady Kenmure, on the evening of his banishment to Aberdeen.—His only
Regrets—The Cross unspeakably Sweet—Retrospect of his Ministry,

To Lady Culross, on the occasion of his banishment to Aberdeen.—
Challenges of Conscience—The Cross no Burden,

To Mr. Robert Cunningham, at Holywood, in Ireland.—Consolation to a
Brother in Tribulation—His own Deprivation of Ministry—Christ worth
Suffering for,

To Alexander Gordon of Eariston.—His Feelings upon Leaving Anwoth,

To Robert Gordon of Knockbreck, on his way to Aberdeen.—How Upheld on
the Way,

To Robert Gordon of Knockbreck, after arriving at Aberdeen.—Challenges
of Conscience—Ease in Zion,

To William Fullerton, Provost of Kirkcudbright.—Encouragement to Suffer
for Christ,

To John Fleming, Bailie of Leith.—The Sweetness and Faithfulness of
Christ's Love,

To Lady Kenmure.—His Enjoyment of Christ in Aberdeen—A Sight of Christ
exceeds all Reports—Some ashamed of Him and His,

To Lady Kenmure.—Exercise under Restraint from Preaching—The Devil—
Christ's Loving-kindness—Progress,

To Mr. Hugh M'Kail, Minister of Irvine.—Christ to be Trusted amid Trial,
To William Gordon of Roberton.—How Trials are Misimproved—The Infinite
Value of Christ—Despised Warnings,

To Earliston, the Elder.—Satisfaction with Christ's Ways—Private and Public
Causes of Sorrow,

To Lady Culross.—Suspicions of God's Ways—God's Ways always Right—
Grace Grows under Trial,

To John Kennedy, Bailie of Ayr.—Longing after Discoveries of Christ—His
Long-suffering—Trying Circumstances,

To Robert Gordon of Knockbreck.—Benefit of Affliction,

To Lady Boyd.—Aberdeen—Experience of himself Sad—Taking Pains to win
Grace,

To Lord Boyd.—Encouragement to Exertion for Christ's Cause,

To Margaret Ballantine.—Value of the Soul, and Urgency of Salvation,

To Marion M'Naught.—His Comfort under Tribulations, and the Prison a
Palace,

To Mr. John Meine (jun.).—Experience—Patient Waiting—Sanctification,

To John Gordon of Cardoness, Elder.—Win Christ at all Hazards—Christ's
Beauty—A Word to Children,

To the Earl of Lothian.—Advice as to Public Conduct—Everything to be
endured for Christ,

To Jean Brown.—The Joys of this Life embittered by Sin—Heaven an Object
of Desire—Trial a Blessed Thing,

To John Kennedy, Bailie of Ayr.—The Reasonableness of Believing under all
Affliction—Obligations to Free Grace,

To Lord Craighall —Episcopalian Ceremonies—How to Abide in the Truth—
Desire for Liberty to preach Christ,

To Elizabeth Kennedy.—Danger of Formality—Christ wholly to be Loved—
Other Objects of Love,

To Janet Kennedy.—Christ to be kept at every sacrifice—His incomparable
Loveliness,

To the Rev. Robert Blair.—God's Arrangements sometimes Mysterious,

To the Rev. John Livingstone.—Resignation—Enjoyment—State of the
Church,

To Mr. Ephraim Melvin.—Kneeling at the Lord's Supper a species of
Idolatry,

To Mr. Robert Gordon of Knockbreck.—Visits of Christ—The Things which
Affliction Teaches,

To Lady Kenmure.—God's Dealings with Scotland—The Eye to be directed
Heavenward,

To Lady Kenmure.—The Times—Christ's Sweetness in Trouble—Longing
after Him,

To Lady Kenmure.—Christ's Cross Sweet—His Coming to be Desired—
Jealous of any Rival,

To Lady Kenmure.—Christ all Worthy—Anwoth,

To Alexander Gordon of Eariston.—Christ Endeared by Bitter Experiences—
Searchings of Heart—Fears for the Church,

To Mr. Alexander Colville of Blair.—Increasing Experience of Christ's Love
—God with His Saints,

To Eariston, Younger.—Christ's Ways Misunderstood—His increasing
Kindness—Spiritual Delicacy—Hard to be Dead to the World,

To Lady Cardoness.—The One Thing Needful—Conscientious Acting in the
World—Advice under Dejecting Trials,

To Jonet Macculloch.—Christ's Sufficiency—Stedfastness in the Truth,

= =
(@8]
<>l &)

—
(O8]
Co

»—
N
()

.—\
N
Lo

H
W
I~

[—y
S
i

._\
N
o

H
N
3

H
N
co

—
o1
o

—_
1
N

—
1
[O¥]

—_
1
(o)}

—_
1
~

—
01
e}

—_
=2}
—

—
=2}
[o8}

H
(@]
I~

—
(2}
(o)}

—
)
Co

—
(2]
©

—_
~1
o

.—\
3
N

—_
~
~

—
~]
©

—
loe]
—

—_
(o]
(O8]

—_
oe]
931

—
[e]
~

—
(e}
e

—_
O
N

—
O
)]

—_
©
~

—
(e}
o

N
=)
)

N
]
—

N
=
N

e
(@)
=

N
)]

N
(=)
o]

N
—
)


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_135
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_136
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_138
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_140
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_143
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_144
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_144
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_145
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_147
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_148
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_150
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_152
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_153
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_156
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_157
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_158
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_161
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_163
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_164
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_166
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_168
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_169
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_170
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_174
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_177
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_179
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_181
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_183
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_185
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_187
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_190
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_192
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_195
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_197
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_198
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_200
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_201
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_202
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_204
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_205
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_208
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/42557/pg42557-images.html#Page_210

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.
108.
109.

110.
111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.
119.

120.

121.
122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.
128.
129.

130.

131.
132.

133.

134.

135.

136.
137.
138.

139.

140.
141.
142.

To Alexander Gordon of Knockgray.—Grounds of Praise—Affliction tends to
misrepresent Christ—Idols,

To Lady Cardoness, Elder.—Christ and His Cause Recommended—
Heavenly-mindedness—Caution against Compliances—Anxiety about his
Parish,

To Lady Kenmure.—Painstaking in the Knowledge of Christ—Unusual
enjoyment of His Love—Not Easy to be a Christian—Friends must not
mislead,

To a Gentlewoman, upon the death of her Husband.—Resignation under
Bereavement—His own Enjoyment of Christ's Love,

To Lady Kenmure.—Weak Assurance—Grace different from Learning—Self-
accusations,

To Lady Boyd.—Consciousness of Defects no argument of Christ being
unknown—His Experience in Exile,

To Lady Kaskiberry.—Gratitude for Kindness—Christ's Presence felt,

To Lady Earlston.—Following Christ not Easy—Children not to be over-
loved—]Joy in the Lord,

To Mr. David Dickson.—God's Dealings—The Bitter Sweetened—Notes on
Scripture,

To Jean Brown.—Christ's Untold Preciousness—A Word to her Boy,

To Mr. John Fergushill—The Rod upon God's Children—Pain from a sense
of Christ's Love—His Presence a Support under Trials—Contentedness with
Him alone,

To Mr. Robert Douglas.—Greatness of Christ's Love revealed to those who
suffer for Him,

To William Rigg of Athernie.—Sustaining Power of Christ's Love—Satan's
Opposition—Yearnings for Christ Himself—Fears for the Church,

To Mr. Alexander Henderson.—Sadness because of Christ's Headship not
set forth—His Cause attended with Crosses—The Believer seen of all,

To Lord Loudon.—Blessedness of Acting for Christ—His Love to His
Prisoner,

To Mr. William Dalgleish, Minister of Kirkdale and Kirkmabreck.—Christ's
Kindness—Dependence on Providence—Controversies,

To Mr. Hugh M'Kail, Minister at Irvine.—Christ's Bountiful Dealings—]Joy in
Christ through the Cross,

To Mr. David Dickson.—Joyful Experience—Cup Overflowing in Exile,

To Mr. Matthew Mowat, Minister at Kilmarnock.—Plenitude of Christ's
Love—Need to use Grace aright—Christ the Ransomer—Desire to proclaim
His Gospel—Shortcomings and Sufferings,

To William Halliday.—Diligence in securing Salvation,

To a Gentlewoman after the death of her Husband.—Vanity of Earthly
Possessions—Christ a sufficient Portion—Design of Affliction,

To John Gordon of Cardoness, Younger.—Reasons for being earnest about
the Soul, and for Resignation,

To John Gordon of Cardoness, Elder.—Call to Earnestness about Salvation—
Intrusion of Ministers,

To Lady Forret.—Sickness a Kindness—Christ's Glooms better than the
World's Joys,

To Marion M'Naught.—Adherence to Duty amidst Opposition—Power of
Christ's Love,

To John Carsen.—Nothing worth the Finding but Christ,

To the Earl of Cassillis.—Honour of testifying for Christ,

To Mr. Robert Gordon, Bailie of Ayr.—Christ above All,

To John Kennedy, Bailie of Ayr.—Christ's Love—The Three Wonders—
Desires for His Second Coming,

To Jean Brown.—His Wisdom in our Trials—Rejoicing in Tribulation,

To Jean Macmillan.—Strive to enter In,

To Lady Busbie.—Complete Surrender to Christ—No Idols—Trials discover
Sins—A Free Salvation—The Marriage Supper,

To John Ewart, Bailie of Kirkcudbright.—The Cross no Burden—Need of
Sure Foundation,

To William Fullerton, Provost of Kirkcudbright.—Fear not them who Kkill the
Body—Unexpected Favour,

To Robert Glendinning, Minister of Kirkcudbright.—Prepare to meet thy
God—Christ his Joy,

To William Glendinning.—Perseverance against Opposition,

To Mr. Hugh Henderson, Minister of the Gospel.—Trials selected by God—
Patience—Looking for the Judge,

To Lord Balmerinoch.—His happy Obligations to Christ—Emptiness of the
World,

To Lady Mar, Younger.—No Exchange for Christ,

To James Macadam.—The Kingdom taken by Force,

To William Livingstone.—Counsel to a Youth,
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Christ Himself, because of His Love,

To Mr. George Gillespie, Minister of Kirkcaldy.—Suspicions of Christ's Love
Removed—Three Desires,

To Jean Gordon.—God the Satisfying Portion—Adherence to Christ,

To Mr. James Bruce, Minister of the Gospel.—Misjudging of Christ's Ways,
To John Gordon, at Rusco.—Pressing into Heaven—To be a Christian no
Easy Attainment—Sins to be Avoided,

To Lady Hallhill —Christ's Crosses better than Egypt's Treasures,

To John Osburn, Provost of Ayr.—Adherence to Christ—His Approbation
worth all Worlds,

To John Henderson, in Rusco.—Continuing in Christ—Preparedness for
Death,

To John Meine, Senior.—Enjoyment of God's Love—Need of Help—Burdens,
To Mr. Thomas Garven.—A Prisoner's Joys—Love of Christ—The Good Part
—Heaven in Sight,

To Bethaia Aird.—Unbelief under Trials—Christ's Sympathy,

To Alexander Gordon of Knockgray.—Prospective Trials,

To Grizzel Fullerton, daughter of Marion M'Naught.—The One Thing
Needful—Christ's Love,

To Patrick Carsen.—Early Devotedness to Christ,

To the Laird of Carleton.—Increasing Sense of Christ's Love—Resignation—
Deadness to Earth—Temptations—Infirmities,

To Lady Busbie.—Christ all Worthy—Best at our Lowest—Sinfulness of the
Land—Prayers,

To John Fleming, Bailie of Leith.—Directions for Christian Conduct,

To Alexander Gordon of Eariston.—Hungering after Christ Himself rather
than His Love,

To John Stuart, Provost of Ayr.—Commercial Misfortunes—Service-Book—
Blessedness of Trials,

To John Stuart, Provost of Ayr.—The Burden of a Silenced Minister—
Spiritual Shortcomings,

To john Stuart, Provost of Ayr.—View of Trials past—Hard Thoughts of
Christ—Crosses—Hope,

To Ninian Mure, one of the family of Cassincarrie.—A Youth Admonished,
To Mr. Thomas Garven.—Personal Insufficiency—Grace from Christ alone—
Longings after Him,

To Cardoness, the Elder.—A Good Conscience—Christ kind to Sufferers—
Responsibility—Youth,

To Lady Boyd.—Lessons learned in the School of Adversity,

To Mr. David Dickson.—Christ's Infinite Fulness,

To the Laird of Carleton.—God's Working Incomprehensible—Longing after
any Drop of Christ's Fulness,

To Robert Gordon of Knockbreck.—Longing for Christ's Glory—Felt
guiltiness—Longing for Christ's Love—Sanctification,

To the Laird of Moncrieff.—Concert in Prayer—Stedfastness to Christ—
Grief misrepresents Christ's Glory,

To John Clark.—Marks of Difference betwixt Christians and Reprobates,

To Cardoness, the Younger.—Warning and Advice as to Things of Salvation,
To Lord Craighall —Idolatry Condemned,

To John Laurie.—Christ's Love—A Right Estimate of Him—His Grace,

To the Laird of Carleton.—A Christian's Confession of Unworthiness—
Desire for Christ's Honour—Present Circumstances,

To Marion M'Naught.—Christ Suffering in His Church—His Coming—
Outpourings of Love from Him,

To Lady Culross.—Christ's Management of Trials—What Faith can do—
Christ not Experience—Prayers,

To Mr. John Nevay.—Christ's Love Sharpened in Suffering—Kneeling at the
Communion—Posture at Ordinances,

To John Gordon of Cardoness, the Elder.—Longings for those under his
former Ministry—Delight in Christ and His Appearing—Pleading with his
Flock,

To Eariston, the Younger.—Dangers of Youth—Christ the best Physician—
Four Remedies against Doubting—Breathing after Christ's Honour,

To Alexander Gordon of Knockgray.—]Joy in God—Trials work out Glory to
Christ,

To Mr. J—— R——.—Christ the Purifier of His Church—Submission to His
Ways,

To Mr. William Dalgleish, Minister of the Gospel.—The Fragrance of the
Ministry—A Review of his Past and Present Situation, and of his Prospects,
To Marion M'Naught.—Longing to be Restored to his Charge,

To Robert Stuart.—Christ chooses His own in the Furnace—Need of a Deep
Work—The God-Man, a World's Wonder,

To Lady Gaitgirth.—Christ Unchangeable, though not always Enjoyed—His
Love never yet fully poured out—Himself His People's Cautioner,
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To Mr. John Fergushill of Ochiltree.—Desponding Views of his own State—
Ministerial Diligence—Christ's Worth—Self-seeking,

To John Stuart, Provost of Ayr.—Hope for Scotland—Self-submission—
Christ Himself sought for by Faith—Stability of Salvation—His Ways,

To the Laird of Carsluth.—Necessity of making sure of Salvation—Vanity of
the World—Nothing worth having but Christ—Flight of Time,

To the Laird of Cassincarrie.—Earnestness about Salvation—Christ Himself
sought,

To Lady Cardoness.—Grace—The Name of Christ to be Exalted—Everything
but God fails us,

To Sibylla Macadam.—Christ's Beauty and Excellence,

To Mr. Hugh Henderson, Minister of Dalry.—The Ways of Providence—
Believing Patience,

To Lady Largirie.—Christ the Exclusive Object of Love—Preparation for
Death,

To Earlston, the Younger.—Sufferings—Hope of Final Deliverance—The
Believer in Safe Keeping—The Recompense Marred by Temptations,

To Mr. William Dalgleish, Minister of the Gospel.—Thoughts as to God's
Arrangements—Winning Souls to be Supremely Desired—Longings for
Christ,

To the Laird of Cally.—Spiritual Sloth—Danger of Compromise—Self, the
Root of all Sin—Self-renunciation,

To John Gordon of Cardoness, the Younger.—Dangers of Youth—Early
Decision,

To Robert Gordon, Bailie of Ayr.—The Misery of mere Worldly Hope—
Earnestness about Salvation,

To Alexander Gordon of Eariston.—Christ's Kingdom to be Exalted over all;
and more Pains to be taken to Win farther into Him,

To the Laird of Cally.—Youth a Precious Season—Christ's Beauty,

To William Gordon, at Kenmure.—Testimony to Christ's Worth—Marks of
Grace in Conviction of Sin and Spiritual Conflict,

To Margaret Fullerton.—Christ, not Creatures, worthy of all Love—Love not
to be measured by Feeling,

To Lady Kenmure.—Difficulties in the way to the Kingdom—Christ's Love,
To Lady Kenmure.—The Use of Sufferings—Fears under them—Desire that
Christ be Glorified,

To Jjohn Henderson of Rusco.—Practical Hints,

To Alexander Colville of Blair.—Regrets for not being able to Preach—
Longings for Christ,

To Mr. John Nevay.—Christ's Surpassing Excellency—His Cause in
Scotland,

To Lady Boyd.—His Soul Fainting for Christ's Matchless Beauty—Prayer for
a Revival,

To a Christian Gentlewoman.—God's SKkill to bless by Affliction—
Unkindness of Men—Near the Day of Meeting the Lord,

To William Glendinning.—Search into Christ's Loveliness—What he would
Suffer to see it—His Coming to Deliver,

To Robert Lennox of Disdove.—Men's Folly in Undervaluing Christ—It is He
that satisfieth—Admiration of Him,

To Mr. James Hamilton, Minister of the Gospel.—Suffering for Christ's
Headship—How Christ visited him in Preaching,

To Mistress Stuart.—Personal Unworthiness—Longing after Holiness—
Winnowing Time,

To Mr. Hugh M'Kail, Minister of Irvine.—Advantages of our Wants and
Distempers—Christ Unspeakable,

To Alexander Gordon of Garloch.—Free Grace finding its Materials in us,
To John Bell, Elder.—Danger of Trusting to a Name to Live—Conversion no
Superficial Work—Exhortation to Make Sure,

To Mr. John Row, Minister of the Gospel.—Christ's Crosses better than the
World's Joys—Christ Extolled,

To Lord Craighall —Duty of being disentangled from Christ-dishonouring
Compliances,

To Marion M'Naught.—Her Prayers for Scotland not Forgotten,

To Lady Culross.—Christ's Way of Showing Himself the Best—What Fits for
Him—Yearning after Him insatiably—Domestic Matters,

To Alexander Gordon of Knockgray.—State of the Church—Believers
purified by Affliction—Folly of seeking Joy in a Doomed World,

To Fulwood, the Younger.—Vanity of the World in the light of Death and
Christ—The Present Truth—Christ's Coming,

To his Parishioners.—Protestation of Care for their Souls, and for the Glory
of God—Delight in his ministry, and in his Lord—Efforts for their Souls—
Warnings against Errors of the Day—Awful words to the Backslider—
Intense Admiration of Christ—A Loud Call to All,

To Lady Kilconquhar.—The Interests of the Soul and Urgent—Folly of the
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World—Christ altogether Lovely—His Pen fails to set forth Christ's
Unspeakable Beauty,

To Lord Craighall —Standing for Christ—Danger from Fear, or Promises of
Men—Christ's Requitals—Sin against the Holy Ghost,

To Mr. James Fleming, Minister of the Gospel.—Glory Gained to Christ—
Spiritual Deadness—Help to Praise Him—The Ministry,

To Mr. Hugh M'Kail, Minister of Irvine.—The Law—This World under
Christ's Control for the Believer,

To Lady Kenmure.—Believer Safe though Tried—Delight in Christ's Truth,
To Lord Lindsay of Byres.—The Church's Desolations—The End of the
World, and Christ's Coming—His Attractiveness,

To Lord Boyd.—Seeking Christ in Youth—Its Temptations—Christ's
Excellence—The Church's Cause concerns the Nobles,

To Fulk Ellis.—Friends in Ireland—Difficulties in Providence—
Unfaithfulness to Light—Constant Need of Christ,

To James Lindsay.—Desertions, their Use—Prayers of Reprobates, and how
the Gospel affects their Responsibility,

To Lord Craighall —Fear God, not Man—Sign of Backsliding,

To Mr. James Hamilton, Minister of the Gospel.—Christ's Glory not affected
by His People's Weakness,

To the Laird of Gaitgirth.—Truth worth Suffering for—Light Sown, but the
Evil of this World till Christ comes,

To Lady Gaitgirth.—Christ and Example in Bearing Crosses—The extent to
which Children should be Loved—Why Saints Die,

To Mr. Matthew Mowat, Minister of Kilmarnock.—What am I?—Longing to
Act for Christ—Unbelief—Love in the Hiding of Christ's Face—Christ's
Reproach,

To Mr. John Meine, Jun.—Christ the Same—Youthful Sins—No Dispensing
with Crosses,

To John Fleming, Baillie of Leith.—Riches of Christ Fail Not—Salvation—
Vanity of Created Comforts—Longing for more of Christ,

To Lady Rowallan.—Jesus the Best Choice, and to be made sure of—The
Cross and Jesus inseparable—Sorrows only Temporary,

To Marion M'Naught.—His own Prospects—Hopes—Salutations,

To Marion M'Naught.—Proceedings of Parliament—Private Matters—Her
Daughter's Marriage,

To Lady Boyd.—Imperfections—Yearnings after Christ—Christ's Supremacy
not inconsistent with Civil Authority,

To Mr. Thomas Garven.—Heaven's Happiness—]Joy in the Cross,

To Janet Kennedy.—The Heavenly Mansions—Earth a Shadow,

To Margaret Reid.—Benefits of the Cross, if we are Christ's,

To James Bautie.—Spiritual Difficulties Solved,

To Lady Largirie.—Part with all for Christ—No Unmixed Joy here,

To Lady Dungueich.—]Jesus or the World—Scotland's Trials and Hopes,

To Janet Macculloch.—Cares to be cast on Christ—Christ a Steady Friend,
To Mr. George Gillespie.—Christ the True Gain,

To Mr. Robert Blair—Personal Unworthiness—God's Grace—Prayer for
Others,

To Lady Carleton.—Submission to God's Will—Wonders in the Love of
Christ—No debt to the World,

To William Rigge of Athernie.—The Law—Grace—Chalking out Providences
for ourselves—Prescribing to His Love,

To Lady Graighall —The Comforts of Christ's Cross—Desires for Christ,

To Lord Loudon.—The Wisdom of adhering to Christ's Cause,

To David Dickson.—Danger of Worldly Ease—Personal Occurrences,

To Alexander Gordon of Eariston.—All Crosses Well Ordered—Providences,
To Lady Kilconquhair.—The Kingdom to be taken by Violence,

To Robert Lennox of Disdove.—Increasing Experience of Christ's Love—
Salvation to be made sure,

To Marion M'Naught.—Hope in Trial—Prayer and Watchfulness,

To Thomas Corbet.—Godly Counsels—Following Christ,

To Mr. George Dunbar, Minister of the Gospel.—Christ's Love in Affliction—
The Saint's Support and Final Victory,

To John Fleming, Bailie of Leith.—Comfort Abounding under Trials,

To William Glendinning, Bailie of Kirkcudbright.—The Past and the Future
—Present Happiness,

To the Earl of Cassillus.—Anxiety for the Prosperity of Zion—
Encouragement for the Nobles to Support it—The Vanity of this World, and
the Folly and Misery of forsaking Christ—The One Way to Heaven,

To his Parishioners at Anwoth.—Exhortationn to abide in the Truth, in
prospect of Christ's Coming—Scriptural Mode of Observing Ordinanaces
such as the Sabbath, Family Prayer, and the Lord's Supper—Judgments
Anticipated,

To Lady Busbie.—His Experience of Christ's Love—State of the Land and
Church—Christ not duly Esteemed—Desire after Him, and for a Revival,
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To Eariston, Younger.—Prosperity under the Cross—Need of Security, and
being founded on Christ,

To John Gordon.—Christ all Worthy—This World a Clay Prison—Desire for a
Revival of Christ's Cause,

To William Rigge of Athernie.—Comfort in Trials from the Knowledge of
Christ's Power and Work—Corruption—Free Grace,

To James Murray.—The Christian Life a Mystery to the World—Chrsit's
Kindness,

To Mr. John Fergushill —Spiritual Longings under Christ's Cross—How to
bear it—Christ Precious, and to be had without Money—The Church,

To William Glendinning.—Sweetness of Trial —Swiftness of Time—
Prevalence of Sin,

To Lady Boyd.—Sense of Unworthiness—Obligation to Grace—Christ's
Absence—State of the Land,

To The Earl of Cassillis.—Ambition—Christ's Royal Prerogative—Prelacy,
To Marion M'Naught.—A Spring-tide of Christ's Love,

To John Gordon of Rusco.—Heaven hard to be won—Many come short in
Attaining—Idol Sins to be renounced—Likeness to Christ,

To Lord Loudoun.—True Honour in maintaining Christ's Cause—Prelacy—
Light of Eternity,

To Lady Robertland.—Afflictions purify—The World's Vanity—Christ's wise
love,

To Thomas Macculloch of Nether Ardwell —Earnest Call to Diligence—
Circumspect Walking,

To the Professors of Christ and His Truth in Ireland.—The Way to Heaven
ofttimes through Persecution—Christ's Worth—Making sure our Profession
—Self-denial—No Compromise—Tests of Sincerity—His own Desire for
Christ's Glory,

To Robert Gordon of Knockbreck.—Not the Cross, but Christ the Object of
Attraction—Too little expected from Him—Spiritual Deadness,

To the Parishioners of Kilmalcolm.—Spiritual Sloth—Advice to Beginniers—
A Dead Ministry—Languor—Obedience—Want of Christ's Felt Presence—
Assurance Important—Prayer Meetings,

To Lady Kenmure.—On the Death of her Child—Christ Shares His People's
Sorrows,

To the Persecuted Church in Ireland.—Christ's Legacy of Trouble—God's
Dealings with Scotland in giving Prosperity—Christ takes Half of all
Sufferings—Steadfastness for His Crown—His Love should lead to Holiness
To Dr. Alexander Leighton.—Public Blessings alleviate Private Sufferings—
Trials Light when viewed in the Light of Heaven—Christ worthy of
Suffering for

To a Person unknown.—Anent Private Worship,

To Henry Stuart, and Family, Prisoners of Christ at Dublin.—Faith's
preparation for Trial—The World's Rage against Christ—The Immensity of
His Glorious Beauty—Folly of Persecution—Victory Sure,

To Mrs. Pont, Prisoner at Dublin.—Support under Trials—The Master's
Reward,

To Mr. James Wilson.—Advices to a Doubting Soul—Mistakes about his
Interest in God's Love—Temptation—Perplexity about Prayer—Want of
Feeling,

To Lady Boyd.—Sins of the Land—Dwelling in Christ—Faith awake sees all
well,

To Jjohn Fenwick.—Christ the Fountain—Freeness of God's Love—Faith to
be exercised under Frowns—Grace for Trials—Hope of Christ yet to be
exalted on the Earth,

To Peter Stirling.—Believers' Graces all from Christ—Aspiration after more
Love to Him—His Reign Desired,

To Lady Fingast.—Faith's Misgivings—Spiritual Darkness not Grace—
Chrit's Love Inimitable,

To Mr. David Dickson, on the Death of his Son.—God's Sovereignty, and
Discipline by Affliction,

To Lady Boyd, on the Loss of several Friends.—Trust even though slain—
Second Causes not to be regarded—God's thoughts of Peace therein—All in
Mercy, 603

To Agnes Macmath, on the Death of a Child.—Reason for Resignation,

To Mr. Matthew Mowat, Minister of Kilmarnock.—Worthiness of God's Love
as manifested in Christ—Heaven with Christ,

To Lady Kenmure, on her Husband's Death.—God's Method in Affliction—
Future Glory,

To Lady Boyd.—Sin of the Land—Read Prayers—Brownism,

To James Murray's Wife.—Heaven a Reality—Steadfastness to be grounded
on Christ,

To Lady Kenmure.—Sins of the Times—Practical Atheism,

To Mr. Thomas Wylie, Minister of Borgue.—Sufficiency of Divine Grace—
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Call to England to assist at Westminster Assembly—Felt Unworthiness,

To a Young Man in Anwoth.—Necessity of Godliness in its Power,

To Lady Kenmure.—Westminster Assembly—Religious Sects,

To Lady Boyd.—Proceedings of Westminster Assembly,

To Mistress Taylor, on her Son's Death.—Suggestions for Comfort under
Sorrow,

To Barbara Hamilton.—On Death of her Son-in-Law—God's Purposes,

To Mistress Hume, on her Husband's Death.—God's Voice in the Rod,

To Lady Kenmure.—Christ's Designs in Sickness and Sorrow,

To Barbara Hamilton, on her Son-in-Law slain in Battle.—God does all
Things Well, and with Design,

To a Christian Friend, on the Death of his Wife.—God the First Cause—The
End of Affliction,

To a Christian Brother, on the Death of his Daughter.—Consolation in her
having gone before—Christ the Best Husband,

To a Christian Gentlewoman.—Views of Death and Heaven—Aspirations,
To Lady Kenmure.—Christ never in our Debt—Riches of Christ—Excellence
of the Heavenly State,

To Mr. James Guthrie.—Prospects for Scotland—His own Darkness—
Christ's Ability,

To Lady Kenmure.—Trials cannot Injure Saints—Blessedness in Seeing
Christ,

To Lady Ardross, in Fife, on her Mother's Death.—Happiness of Heaven,
and Blessedness of Dying in the Lord,

To M. O.—Gloomy Prospects for the Backsliding Church—The
Misunderstandings of Believers cause of great grief—The Day of Christ,
To Eariston the Elder.—Christ's Way of Afflicting the Best—Obligation to
Free Grace—Enduring the Cross,

To Mr. George Gillespie.—Prospect of Death—Christ the true support in
Death,

To Sir James Stewart, Lord Provost of Edinburgh.—Declining Chair in
Edinburgh,

To Mistress Gillespie, Widow of George Gillespie.—On the Death of a Child
—God Afflicts in order to save us from the World,

To the Earl of Balcarras.—Regarding some Misunderstanding,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—Singleness of Aim—Judgment in regard to
Adversaries,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—Courage in Days of Rebuke—God's Arrangements
all Wise,

To William Guthrie.—Depression under Dark Trials—Dangers of
Compliance,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—Courage in the Lord's Cause—Duty in regard to
Providence to be observed—Safety in this,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—Christ's Cause deserves Service and Suffering
from us,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker, when taken Prisoner.—Comforting Thoughts to the
Afflicted—Darkness of the Times—Fellowship in Christ's Sufferings—
Satisfaction with His Providences,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—Comfort under the Cloud hanging over Scotland—
Dissuasion from Leaving Scotland,

To Lady Kenmure.—Difference between what is Man's and Christ's, and
between Christ Himself and His Blessings,

To Lady Ralston, Ursula Mure.—Duty of Preferring to Live rather than Die
—Want of Union in the judgments of the Godly,

To a Minister of Glasgow.—Encouraging Words to a Suffering Brother—
Why men shrink from Christ's Testimony,

To Lady Kenmure.—A Word to Cheer in Times of Darkness,

To Grizzel Fullerton.—Exhortation to Follow Christ fully when others are
cold,

To Mr. Thomas Wylie.—Regarding a Letter of Explanation,

To Lady Kenmure.—Present Need helped by past Experience,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—Deadness—Hopes of Refreshment—Distance from
God—Nearness Delighted in,

To Colonel Gilbert Ker.—The State of the Land,

To Mr. John Scot, at Oxnam.—Excuse for Absence from Duty,

To Lady Kenmure.—Thoughts for a Time of Sickness about the Life to
Come,

To Simeon Ashe.—Views of the Presbyterians as to Allegiance to the
Protector,

To Lady Kenmure.—Unkindness of the Creature—God's Sovereignty in
permitting His Children to be Injured by Men,

To Lady Kenmure.—God's Dealings with the Land,

To Mr. John Scot, at Oxnam.—Protesters' Toleration,

To Mr. John Scot, at Oxnam.—Gloomy Times—Means of promoting
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SKETCH
OF
SAMUEL RUTHERFORD.

hherever the palm-tree is, there is water," says the Eastern proverb; and so, wherever the
A" Egodly flourish, there, we are sure, must the Word of God be found. In the history of the
~ Reformation we read of Brother Martin, a poor monk at Basle, whose hope of salvation
rested solely on the Lord Jesus, long before Luther sounded the silver trumpet that summoned
sin-convinced souls to the One Sacrifice. Having written out his confession of faith, his statement
of reliance on the righteousness of Christ alone, the monk placed the parchment in a wooden box,
and shut up the wooden box in a hole of the wall of his cell. It was not till last century that this
box, with its interesting contents, was discovered: it was brought to light only when the old wall
of the monastery was taken down. The palm-tree speaks of the existence of water at its root; the
pure Word of God taught this man his simple faith. And herein we learn how it was that Basle so
early became a peculiar centre of light in that region; the prayer and the faith of that hidden one,
and others like-minded, and the Word on which they fed, may explain it all.
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There is a fact not unlike the above in the history of the district where Samuel Rutherford
laboured so lovingly. The people of that shire tell that there was found, some generations ago, in
the wall of the old castle of Earlston, in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, a copy of "Wickliffe's
Bible." It was deposited in that receptacle in order to be hid from the view of enemies; but from
time to time it was the lamp of light to a few souls, who, perhaps in the silence of night, found
opportunity to draw it out of its ark, and peruse its pages. It seems that the Lollards of Kyle (the
adjoining district) had brought it to Earlston. We know that there were friends and members of
the family of Earlston who embraced the Gospel even in those days. In the sixteenth century,
some of the ancestors of Viscount Kenmure are found holding the doctrines of Wickliffe, which
had been handed down to them. May we not believe that the Gordons of Earlston, in after days,
were not a little indebted to the faith and prayers of these ancient witnesses who hid the sacred
treasure in the castle wall? As in the case of the monk of Basle, their faith and patience were
acknowledged in after days by the blessing sent down on that quarter, when the Lord, in
remembrance of His hidden ones, both raised up the Gordons of Earlston, with many others of a
like spirit, and also sent thither His servant Samuel Rutherford, to sound forth the Word of Life,
and make the lamp of truth blaze, like a torch, over all that region.

Samuel Rutherford was born about the year 1600. His father is understood to have been a
respectable farmer. He had two brothers, James and George. But the place of his birth was not
near the scene of his after labours. It is almost certain that Nisbet, a village of Roxburghshire
close to the Teviot, in the parish of Crailing, was his birthplace; the name Rutherford frequently
occurs in the churchyard. Not long ago, there were some old people in that parish who
remembered the gable-end of the house in which it was said that he was born, and which, from
respect to his memory, was permitted to stand as long as it could keep together. And there was
there a village well where, when very young, Samuel nearly lost his life."! He had been amusing
himself with some companions, when he fell in, and was left there till they ran and procured
assistance; but on returning to the spot they found him seated on a knoll, cold and dripping, yet
uninjured. He told them that "A bonnie white man came and drew him out of the well!" Whether
or not he really fancied that an angel had delivered him, we cannot tell; but it is plain that, at all
events, his boyish thoughts were already wandering in the region of the sky.

He owed little to his native place. There was not so much of Christ known in that parish then as
there is now; for in after days he writes, "My soul's desire is, that the place to which I owe my
first birth—in which, I fear, Christ was scarcely named, as touching any reality of the power of
godliness—may blossom as the rose" (Letter cccxxxiv.). We have no account of his revisiting
these scenes of his early life, though he thus wrote to his friend, Mr. Scott, minister of the
adjoining parish of Oxnam. Like Donald Cargill, born in Perthshire yet never known to preach
there even once, Rutherford had his labours in other parts of the land, distant from his native
place. In this arrangement we see the Master's sovereignty. The sphere is evidently one of God's
choosing for the man, instead of being the result of the man's gratifying his natural predilections.
It accords, too, with the example of the Master, who never returned to Bethlehem, where He was
born, to do any of His works.

Jedburgh is a town three or four miles distant from Nisbet, and thither Samuel went for his
education; either walking to it, and returning home at evening,—as a school-boy would scarcely
grudge to do,—or residing in the town for a season. The school at that time met in a part of the
ancient Abbey, called, from this circumstance, the Latiners' Alley. In the year 1617 we find him
farther from home,—removed to Edinburgh, which, forty years before, had become the seat of a
College, though not as yet a University. There he obtained, in 1621, the degree of Master of Arts.
A single specimen (not elegant, however) of his Latin verse remains in the lines he prefixed to an
edition of Row's "Hebrew Grammar," published at Glasgow, 1644—

Verba Sionaee gentis, submersa tenebris
Cimmeriis, mendax Kimchius ore crepat.

Quee vos Rabbini sinuosa eenigmata vultis,
Nunc facilem linguam dicite queeso sacram.

Falleris, Hippocrates; male parcee stamina vitee
Curta vocas, artem vociferare paxpav;

Sit cita mors, rapido sit et hora fugacior Euro,
Bellerophonteeis vita volato rotis:

Roueei Hebracis sit mors male grata Camoenis.
Haec relege, ast artem dixeris esse brevem.

Soon after, he was appointed Regent, or Professor, of Humanity, though there were three other
competitors; for his talents had attracted the notice of many. But, on occasion of a rumour that
charged him with some irregularity—whether with or without foundation, it is now difficult to
ascertain—he demitted his office in 1625, and led a private life, attending prelections on
theology, and devoting himself to that study.

That there could not have been anything very serious in the rumour, may be inferred from the
fact that no church court took any notice of the matter, though these were days when the reins of
discipline were not held with a slack hand. But it is not unlikely that this may have been the time
of which he says in a letter, "I knew a man who wondered to see any in this life laugh or sport."™
It may have been then that he was led by the Spirit to know the things that are freely given us of
God.®” We have no proof that he was converted at an earlier period, but rather the opposite. He
writes, "Like a fool as I was, I suffered my sun to be high in the heaven, and near afternoon,
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before ever I took the gate by the end."™ And again, "I had stood sure, if in my youth I had
borrowed Christ for my bottom."® The clouds returned after the rain; family trials, and other
similar dealings of Providence, combined to form his character as a man of God and as a pastor.

In 1627 he was settled at Anwoth,'™ a parish situated in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, on the
river Fleet, near the Solway. The church stood in a wide hollow, or valley, at the foot of the
Boreland Hill. Embosomed in wood, with neither the smoke nor the noise of a village near, it
must always have been a romantic spot—the very ideal of a country church, set down to cherish
rural godliness. Though at this period Episcopacy had been obtruded upon Scotland, and many
faithful ministers were suffering on account of their resistance to its ceremonies and services, yet
he appears to have been allowed to enter on his charge without any compliance being demanded,
and "without giving any engagement to the bishop." He began his ministry with the text, John ix.
39. The same Lord that would not let Paul and Timothy preach in Asia,” nor in Bithynia, and yet
sent to the one region the beloved John,™ and to the other the scarcely less beloved Peter,” in
this instance prevented John Livingstone going to Anwoth, which the patron had designed, and
sent Rutherford instead. This was the more remarkable, because Livingstone was sent to
Ancrum, the parish that borders on Nisbet, while he who was by birth related to that place was
despatched to another spot. This is the Lord's doing. Ministers must not choose according to the
flesh.

During the first years of his labours here, the sore illness of his wife was a bitter grief to him. Her
distress was very severe. He writes of it: "She is sore tormented night and day.—My life is bitter
unto me.—She sleeps none, and cries as a woman travailing in birth; my life was never so
wearisome."" She continued in this state for no less than a year and a month, ere she died.
Besides all this, his two children had been taken from him. Such was the discipline by which he
was trained for the duties of a pastor, and by which a shepherd's heart of true sympathy was
imparted to him.

The parish of Anwoth had no large village near the church. The people were scattered over a hilly
district, and were quite a rural flock. But their shepherd knew that the Chief Shepherd counted
them worth caring for; he was not one who thought that his learning and talents would be ill
spent if laid out in seeking to save souls, obscure and unknown. See him setting out to visit! He
has just laid aside one of his learned folios, to go forth among his flock. See him passing along
yonder field, and climbing that hill on his way to some cottage, his "quick eyes" occasionally
glancing on the objects around, but his "face upward" for the most part, as if he were gazing into
heaven. He has time to visit, for he rises at three in the morning, and at that early hour meets his
God in prayer and meditation, and has space for study besides. He takes occasional days for
catechising. He never fails to be found at the sick-beds of his people. Men said of him, "He is
always praying, always preaching, always visiting the sick, always catechising, always writing
and studying." He was known to fall asleep at night talking of Christ, and even to speak of Him
during his sleep. Indeed, himself speaks of his dreams being of Christ.™"

His preaching could not but arrest attention. Though his elocution was not good, and his voice
rather shrill, he was, nevertheless, "one of the most moving and affectionate preachers in his
time, or perhaps in any age of the church.""” "In the pulpit (says one of his friends), he had a
strange utterance—a kind of skreigh, that I never heard the like. Many times I thought he would
have flown out of the pulpit when he came to speak of Jesus Christ." An English merchant said of
him, even in days when controversy had sorely vexed him and distracted his spirit, "I came to
Irvine, and heard a well-favoured, proper old man (David Dickson), with a long beard, and that
man showed me all my heart. Then I went to St. Andrews, where I heard a sweet, majestic-
looking man (R. Blair), and he showed me the majesty of God. After him I heard a little, fair man
(Rutherford), and he showed me the loveliness of Christ.""*

Anwoth was dear to him rather as the sphere appointed him by his Master, than because of the
fruit he saw of his labours. Two years after being settled there, he writes, "I see exceedingly
small fruit of my ministry. I would be glad of one soul, to be a crown of joy and rejoicing in the
day of Christ." His people were "like hot iron, which cooleth when out of the fire." In a sermon on
Song ii. 8, he complains of it being spiritually winter in Anwoth. "The very repairing of God's
house, in our own parish church, is a proof. Ye need not go any farther. The timber of the house
of God rots, and we cannot move a whole parish to spend twenty or thirty pounds Scots upon the
house of God, to keep it dry." Still he laboured in hope, and laboured often almost beyond his
strength. Once he says, "I have a grieved heart daily in my calling." He speaks of his pained
breast, at another time, on the evening of the Lord's day, when his work was done." But he had
seasons of refreshing to his own soul at least; especially when the Lord's Supper was dispensed.
Of these seasons he frequently speaks. He asks his friend, Marion M'Naught, to help with her
prayers on such an occasion, "that being one of the days wherein Christ was wont to make merry
with His friends."™ It was then that with special earnestness he besought the Father to
distribute "the great Loaf, Christ, to the children of His family."

Another church was filled, but not altogether by parishioners.'® Many came from great distances;
among others, several that were converted, seventeen years before, under John Welsh, at Ayr.
These all helped him by their prayers, as did also a goodly number of godly people in the parish
itself, who were the fruit of the ministry of his predecessor. Yet over the unsaved he yearned
most tenderly. At one time we hear him say, "I would lay my dearest joys in the gap between you
and eternal destruction.""” At another, "My witness is in heaven, your heaven, would be two
heavens to me, and your salvation two salvations." He could appeal to his people, "My day-
thoughts and my night-thoughts are of you;" and he could appeal to God, "O my Lord, judge if my
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ministry be not dear to me; but not so dear by many degrees as Christ my Lord."*®

All classes of people of Anwoth were objects of his care. He maintained a friendly intercourse
with people of high rank, and very many of his Letters are addressed to such persons. He seems
to have been remarkably blessed to the gentry in the neighbourhood—more far than to the
common people. There was at that time some friend of Christ to be found in almost every
gentleman's seat many miles around Anwoth.

OLD CHURCH OF ANWOTH.

But the herd boys were not beneath his special attention. He writes of them when at Aberdeen,
and exclaims, "O if I might but speak to thee, or your herd boys, of my worthy Master.""* He had
a heart for the young of all classes, so that he would say of two children of one of his friends, "I
pray for them by name;"?” and could thus take time to notice one, "Your daughter desires a Bible
and a gown. I hope she shall use the Bible well, which, if she do, the gown is the better
bestowed." He lamented over the few that cry "Hosanna" in their youth. "Christ is an unknown
Christ to young ones; and therefore they seek Him not, because they know Him not."

He dealt with individual parishioners so closely and so personally as to be able to appeal to them
regarding his faithfulness in this matter. He addresses one of them, Jean M'Millan: "I did what I
could to put you within grips of Christ; I told you Christ's testament and latter-will plainly."* He
so carried them on his heart (like the priest with the twelve tribes on his breastplate), that he
could declare to Gordon of Cardoness, "Thoughts of your soul depart not from me in my sleep."?”
"My soul was taken up when others were sleeping, how to have Christ betrothed with a bride in
that part of the land," viz. Anwoth.”® He so prayed over them and for them, that he fears not to
say, "There I wrestled with the angel and prevailed. Woods, trees, meadows, and hills, are my
witnesses that I drew on a fair match betwixt Christ and Anwoth."? It is related that, on first
coming to the parish, there was a piece of ground on Mossrobin farm, in the hollow of a hill,
where on Sabbath afternoon the people used to play at foot-ball. On one occasion he repaired to
that spot, and pointed out their sin, solemnly calling on the objects round to be witnesses against
them, especially three large stones™' close at hand on the slope of the hill, two of which still
remain, and are called "Rutherford's Witnesses." The third was wantonly dislodged some years
ago; and it is said that the other two were removed to the other side of the stone dyke, where
they are now, for the sake of security. This is the spot which is especially taken notice of by Dr.
Chalmers, in recording a visit to Anwoth and its neighbourhood (Life, vol. iii. 130):—

"Wednesday, August 23, 1826.—Started at five o'clock; ordered the gig forward on the
public road to meet us after a scramble of about two miles among the hills, in the line
of 'Rutherford's Memorials." Went first to his church; the identical fabric he preached
in, and which is still preached in.? The floor is a causeway. There are dates of 1628%"
and 1633 on some old carved seats. The pulpit is the same, and I sat in it. It is smaller
than Kilmany, and very rude and simple. The church bell is said to have been given him
by Lady Kenmure, one of his correspondents in his Letters. It is singularly small for a
church, having been the Kenmure house bell. We then passed to the new church that is
building; but I am happy to say the old fabric and Rutherford's pulpit are to be spared.
It is a cruel circumstance that they pulled down (and that only three weeks ago) his
dwelling-house, his old manse; which has not been used as a manse for a long time, but
was recently occupied. It should have been spared. Some of the masons who were
ordered to pull it down refused it, as they would an act of sacrilege, and have been
dismissed from their employment. We went and mourned over the rubbish of the
foundation. Then ascended a bank, still known by the name of Rutherford's Walk.*®
Then went further among the hills, to Rutherford’s Witnesses,—so many stones which
he called to witness against some of his parishioners who were amusing themselves at
the place with some game on the Sunday, and whom he meant to reprove. The whole
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