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Introduction

Fravius Craupius JuLianus,t son of Julius Constantius and nephew of the Emperor Constantine, was
born at Constantinople in 331 A.p. His father, eldest brother, and cousins were slain in the
massacre by which Constantius, Constantine II., and Constans secured the empire for themselves
on the death of their father Constantine in 337. Julian and his elder brother Gallus spent a
precarious childhood and youth, of which six years were passed in close confinement in the
remote castle of Macellum in Cappadocia, and their position was hardly more secure when, in
350, Gallus was elevated to the Caesarship by Constantius, who, after the violent deaths of his
two brothers, was now sole ruler of the empire. But Julian was allowed to pursue his favourite
studies in Greek literature and philosophy, partly at Nicomedia and Athens, partly in the cities of
Asia Minor, and he was deeply influenced by Maximus of Ephesus, the occult philosopher,
Libanius of Nicomedia, the fashionable sophist, and Themistius the Aristotelian commentator, the
only genuine philosopher among the sophists of the fourth century a.p.

When the excesses of the revolutionary Gallus ended in his death at the hands of Constantius,
Julian, an awkward and retiring student, was summoned to the court at Milan, where he was
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protected by the Empress Eusebia from the suspicions of Constantius and the intrigues of hostile
courtiers. Constantius had no heir to continue the dynasty of the Constantii. He therefore raised
Julian to the Caesarship in 355, gave him his sister Helena in marriage, and dispatched him to
Gaul to pacify the Gallic provinces. To the surprise of all, Julian in four successive campaigns
against the Franks and the Alemanis proved himself a good soldier and a popular general. His
Commentaries on these campaigns are praised by Eunapius? and Libanius,® but are not now
extant. In 357-358 Constantius, who was occupied by wars against the Quadi and the Sarmatians,
and threatened with a renewal of hostilities by the Persian king Sapor, ordered Julian, who was
then at Paris, to send to his aid the best of the Gallic legions. Julian would have obeyed, but his
troops, unwilling to take service in the East, mutinied and proclaimed him Emperor (359 A.p.).
Julian issued manifestoes justifying his conduct to the Senates of Rome and Athens and to the
Spartans and Corinthians, a characteristic anachronism, since their opinion no longer had any
weight. It was not till 361 that he began his march eastward to encounter the army of
Constantius. His troops, though seasoned and devoted, were in numbers no match for the legions
of his cousin. But the latter, while marching through Cilicia to oppose his advance, died suddenly
of a fever near Tarsus, and Julian, now in his thirtieth year, succeeded peacefully to the throne
and made a triumphal entry into Constantinople in December, 361.

The eunuchs and courtiers who had surrounded Constantius were replaced by sophists and
philosophers, and in the next six months Julian set on foot numerous economic and administrative
reforms. He had long been secretly devoted to the Pagan religion, and he at once proclaimed the
restoration of the Pagan gods and the temple worship. Christianity he tolerated, and in his brief
reign of sixteen months the Christians were not actively persecuted. His treatise Against the
Christians, which survives only in fragments, was an explanation of his apostasy. The epithet
“Apostate” was bestowed on him by the Christian Fathers. Meanwhile he was preparing—first at
Constantinople then at Antioch, where he wrote the Misopogon, a satire on the luxury and
frivolity of the inhabitants—for a campaign against Sapor, a task which he had inherited from
Constantius. In March, 362 he left Antioch and crossed the Euphrates, visited Carrhae,
memorable for the defeat of Crassus, then crossed the Tigris, and, after burning his fleet, retired
northwards towards Armenia. On the march he fought an indecisive battle with the Persians at
Maranga, and in a skirmish with the retreating enemy he was mortally wounded by a javelin
(January 26th, 363). His body was carried to Tarsus by his successor the Emperor Jovian, and
was probably removed later to Constantinople. The legend that as he died he exclaimed:
T'oaAlAaie vevignkoag, “Thou hast conquered, O Galileean!” appears first in the Christian historian
Theodoret in the fifth century. Julian was the last male descendant of the famous dynasty founded
by Constantius Chlorus.

In spite of his military achievements, he was, first of all, a student. Even on his campaigns he
took his books with him, and several of his extant works were composed in camp. He had been
trained, according to the fashion of his times, in rhetorical studies by professional sophists such
as Libanius, and he has all the mannerisms of a fourth century sophist. It was the sophistic
etiquette to avoid the direct use of names, and Julian never names the usurpers Magnentius,
Silvanus, and Vetranio, whose suppression by Constantius he describes in his two first Orations,
regularly refers to Sapor as “the barbarian,” and rather than name Mardonius, his tutor, calls
him “a certain Scythian who had the same name as the man who persuaded Xerxes to invade
Hellas.”* He wrote the literary Greek of the fourth century a.p. which imitates the classical style,
though barbarisms and late constructions are never entirely avoided. His pages are crowded with
echoes of Homer, Demosthenes, Plato, and Isocrates, and his style is interwoven with half verses,
phrases, and whole sentences taken without acknowledgment from the Greek masterpieces. It is
certain that, like other sophists, he wished his readers to recognise these echoes, and therefore
his source is always classical, so that where he seems to imitate Dio Chrysostom or Themistius,
both go back to a common source, which Julian had in mind. Another sophistic element in his
style is the use of commonplaces, literary allusions that had passed into the sophistic language
and can be found in all the writers of reminiscence Greek in his day. He himself derides this
practice® but he cannot resist dragging in the well-worn references to Cyrus, Darius, and
Alexander, to the nepenthe poured out by Helen in the Odyssey, to the defiance of nature by
Xerxes, or the refusal of Socrates to admit the happiness of the Great King. Julian wished to make
Neo-Platonism the philosophy of his revived Hellenism, but he belonged to the younger or Syrian
branch of the school, of which Iamblichus was the real founder, and he only once mentions
Plotinus. Tamblichus he ranked with Plato and paid him a fanatical devotion. His philosophical
writing, especially in the two prose Hymns, is obscure, partly because his theories are only
vaguely realised, partly because he reproduces the obscurity of his model, Iamblichus. In satire
and narrative he can be clear and straightforward.
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Oration I

[Transcriber's Note: The original book had pages with Greek on the left page and the
corresponding English translation on the facing right page. In this e-book, each Greek paragraph
will be immediately followed by the English translation paragraph, surrounded in parentheses.
The Greek text contains markings such as [3] and [B]; they are section and sub-section markings
that in the original book were in the right margin. These are different from numbers within
parentheses such as (10), which are used as footnote references in some e-book formats.]

IOYAIANOY KAIZAPOX ETKOMION EIX TON AYTOKPATOPA KONXTANTION
(PANEGYRIC IN HONOUR OF THE EMPEROR CONSTANTIUS)

[T&Aatl pe mIpoOvLROLPEVOY, M PEYIoTE BAo1Aed, THY oNY dpetiv Kod mpdEelc Duvfoal Kod Tovg
noAépovg dmapiOpfioaoBal, xkai tag Topavvibag dnwg dvpnkag, ThHg pev Adyw kai melBol Todg
6opvpdpovg amooTtnoag, Thg 6& Tolg OmAolg KpatHoog, TO péyeboc elpye TGOV mPafewv, oL TO
Bpayd Asw@bfivat T® Adyw TGOV Epywr 6ewov Kplvovta, GAAX TO HAVTEADG TG LmoBEoew(
Srapapteiv 66Eat. Tolg pev yap mept ToLG MOATIKODG Ay®Orag Kal TNy moinow Statpifovotv oddED
Oavpaotov el pabiwg E€sotv £yyelpelvy T0i¢ emaivolg TV oot mpaydévtwy: [2] mepleott yap
aOTOiG €K TAG TOoD Aéyew peAétng Kai Thg mpog tag £mbeifelgc ovvnBeiag T0 Bapoeiv év 6ikn. oot
60 ToD pEv Tol00TOL PéPOLE KATWAlywpnoav, Wpunoav 6 &’ Etepov maideiag €160¢ Kol Adywv
uyypagny ob dnuw Keyaplopévny ovd’ &g Béatpa mavtodoamd ToApdoay dmoddecbat, mPOg TAg
eémbel€eig £xoler av elkdTwWC 0AABECTEPWG. E0TL YAP OVK GdnAov tohO’ 6Tl [B] TobG pév mowntaig
Moboat kal 0 6okeiv £Ke1BeD Emumveonévong Y moinow ypdeelv dedovov mapéyet Ty £€ovaiav
10D MAGOPATOG: TOig pRtopot 6& N téyvn v {onv napéoyey Gbeiav, 1O pev mAdtteww dgelouévn,
TO 6& KoAaKeDEW 0VBANDC ATYOPEDTUOW, OVEE atloydVNY OpoAoyovpévny T® AEyovTt TO Wwevubhc?
enovelv Tovug ovK G&lovg emaivov Kpivaoa. dAX’ ol pev £melbar Koawdv twa pdbov kol pndénw
tolg¢ mpooBey Emwondévta  @épwow  avtol Evvlévteg, [C] T® EEvw TOLE AKODOVTAG
youyaywynoavteg mAéov Oavpdlovtat ol 6& Thig téyvng amodaboai gaow &v ¢ ddvacbot mept
TOV MKPOV pelldévwg 61ed0eiv, kol 10 péyebog a@eleiv TOV Epywr TGO AdYw, Kol OAwg
AVTITATTEW Ti} TOV mpaypdtwy @dost T ovapws tdv Adywy.

(I have long desired, most mighty Emperor, to sing the praises of your valour and achievements,
to recount your campaigns, and to tell how you suppressed the tyrannies; how your persuasive
eloquence drew away one usurper's? bodyguard; how you overcame another!® by force of arms.
But the vast scale of your exploits deterred me, because what I had to dread was not that my
words would fall somewhat short of your achievements, but that I should prove wholly unequal to
my theme. That men versed in political debate, or poets, should find it easy to compose a
panegyric on your career is not at all surprising. Their practice in speaking, their habit of
declaiming in public supplies them abundantly with a well-warranted confidence. But those who
have neglected this field and chosen another branch of literary study which devotes itself to a
form of composition little adapted to win popular favour and that has not the hardihood to exhibit
itself in its nakedness in every theatre, no matter what, would naturally hesitate to make
speeches of the epideictic sort. As for the poets, their Muse, and the general belief that it is she
who inspires their verse, obviously gives them unlimited license to invent. To rhetoricians the art
of rhetoric allows just as much freedom; fiction is denied them, but flattery is by no means
forbidden, nor is it counted a disgrace to the orator that the object of his panegyric should not
deserve it. Poets who compose and publish some legend that no one had thought of before
increase their reputation, because an audience is entertained by the mere fact of novelty.
Orators, again, assert!! that the advantage of their art is that it can treat a slight theme in the
grand manner, and again, by the use of mere words, strip the greatness from deeds, and, in
short, marshall the power of words against that of facts.)

Ey®d 68 el pév £dpwr Tadg £pavtov ém tod mapdvtog €v ypelq THC TéEYYng, nyov &v THY
npoonKovoav Novyiay Toig dpeAettwg £X0Vol TGV ToLTWY Adywv, [D] mapaywpdv Tv by
eyrwpiwy éreivolg, wv pkp® npoécOey euvnodnu. émel 6 dmav TobvavTiov O MAPWV AINLTED
AGyoC OV mpaypdtwr amAijy Sitqynow obevog EmelocdrTov KOoupov Seopévny, £60fe KAuol
npoonrew, 1002 afiwg dinynoacBatl OV Epywr dvepikTov Kal T0i¢ mpodaBodavid §én pavévtoc.
amavteg yap oyedov ol [3] mepl monbeiav Sratpifovteg oet év pétpw Kol Katadoyddny dvuvobdow,
ol pév Gmavta mepltAaBeiv £v Bpayel ToApdvteg, ol 6& pépeow abTovg EmbOVTEC TOY HPAEewy
aprelv WNOnoav, el to0TwY ThG &&iag un Swapdptolev. &GEov 68 Gyaobor Tnv mpobvpiov TGOV
avdpdv amdrtwy, 600l TGOV oGOV Emalvwy Hyoavto. ol pév yap, 6nwg pnbev vmo tod ypdvov TOV
oot mpayBévtwr apavpwbein, Tov péylotov vmoddval mévov £tdéAunocav, ot 6&, 6Tl TOD mAVTOQ
Srapapthosty HAmMlov, THY aOTODV yvwunv €v pépst mpovdgnuav, [B] dupswov tod THC owwiig
axww&OVoL YEpWE Kplvavteg Kata Sovapiv ool Ty olkelwy mévwv aadpfacdat.

(If, however, I had seen that on this occasion I should need their art, I should have maintained
the silence that befits those who have had no practice in such forms of composition, and should
leave your praises to be told by those whom I just now mentioned. Since, on the contrary, the
speech I am to make calls for a plain narrative of the facts and needs no adventitious ornament, I
thought that even I was not unfit, seeing that my predecessors had already shown that it was
beyond them to produce a record worthy of your achievements. For almost all who devote
themselves to literature attempt to sing your praises in verse or prose; some of them venture to
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cover your whole career in a brief narrative, while others devote themselves to a part only, and
think that if they succeed in doing justice to that part they have proved themselves equal to the
task.)

Ei peév odv Kal adTOG €1¢ OV ETOYYAVOV TOD TOLG £MBEIKTIKOVG &yam®vTwy AGyoug, £xpiiv
£vtedBep Gpyeobar Tiig DIIOBEcewG, TNV {onp dvolaw dmatTnoavTa Tiig Liapyovong 6N oot mop’
Nuodv Kai 6enbévta TV Adywr ArpoaTny edpevh] yevéoBat, obyl 6& akplpf] kol dmapaitntov
kprtny kKataotivatl. [C] émel 6& €v GAlolg pabrjpoaot tpa@évteg kKal motbevbivteg, rabdiep
emndedpaot Kol vopolg, aAlotpiwy KatatoApdy £pywr 6okobuey 00K 0pOMC, PKP& pot 60Kel
xpfivat Kad mepl TodTw SnA&dTal, olkeloTéEPaY Gpyny mpobévta tod Adyov.

(Yet one can but admire the zeal of all who have made you the theme of a panegyric. Some did
not shrink from the tremendous effort to secure every one of your achievements from the
withering touch of time; others, because they foresaw that they could not compass the whole,
expressed themselves only in part, and chose to consecrate to you their individual work so far as
they were able. Better this, they thought, than “the reward of silence that runs no risk.”!5 Now if
I were one of those whose favourite pursuit is epideictic oratory, I should have to begin my
speech by asking from you no less goodwill than I now feel towards yourself, and should beg you
graciously to incline your ear to my words and not play the part of a severe and inexorable critic.
But since, bred as I have been and educated in other studies, other pursuits, other conventions, I
am criticised for venturing rashly into fields that belong to others, I feel that I ought to explain
myself briefly on this head and begin my speech more after my own fashion.)

Noépog €oti madolog mopd Tod mpwtov @lhocogiar GvOpwmolg EHYavTog oLTWOl Kelpevog:
Grmovtog [D] mpog v dpetny Kol mpog 10 KaAov BALmovtag émndedew £v Adyolg, v £pyolg, &V
Euvovoiong, &v Taow AIA®G Toi¢ Kata Tov Blov pikpoic Kol peifoot 1od Kadod mavtwg Egieobat.
mértwr 6& 6Tt KAAMOTOY APETH, TG GV HUiv TGOV POdY £XOVTWY AUELOPNTACELE; TadTNG ToivLY
avtéyeoBal GlakeAedETAL TOLG UN PATNY TOLTL MEPLOlCOVTAC ToDVOuUQ, MPOCTiKOV 0VLBEY ahTOIQ
opeteploapévong. Tadta & Hrayopedwy 6 Pépog ovbepiav 16éav mtdttel Adyw, o006’ Momep £K
TWOG TPAYIKNG unyavilg, enoi, ypfirat mpoayopedel Toig EvTLyydvovo [4] omeddelv pev mpog Ty
apetip, admogedyew 6& Ty movnpilav, &AA& moAlaig 66oic eml Todto H{6wol Ypfiobar TG
BovAnBévtt ppeioBar Y ékeivov @Oow. Kol yap mapaiveoty &yadniy Koil AGywD IPOTPENTIKGD
XPNHoW Kal TO usTN' gbvoiag eMmARTTEW TOIC APOPTAPRAOY EMNEIY TE AU TA KOADC mpoyOévta
Kol yéyew, 6tav N Koapog, T un [B] toladta twv Epywr. gpinot 8¢ kaitl taig &Adoig ibeong, el
TIC €0€A01, mpOg TO BEATIOTOV TGOV Adywv ypfioBat, £ml mavtl 6& olpat Kal Adyw Kol mpdget
pepvfiobot mpootdttwy, énn TodTWY LEELovow eLOOVAG, WV Gv TOYwWOw elndvteg, Aéyew &
o06EV O T PN mPOg ApeTNY Kol @lrdocogiav dvoicovol. T& peEv ovv £K TOD vépov TadTH Kol
toladTa £tepa.

(There is an ancient maxim taught by him who first introduced philosophy to mankind, and it is as
follows. All who aspire to virtue and the beautiful must study in their words, deeds, conversation,
in short, in all the affairs of life, great and small, to aim in every way at beauty. Now what
sensible man would deny that virtue is of all things the most beautiful? Wherefore those are
bidden to lay firm hold on her who do not seek to blazon abroad her name in vain, appropriating
that which in no way belongs to them. Now in giving this counsel, the maxim does not prescribe
any single type of discourse, nor does it proclaim to its readers, like a god from the machine in
tragedy, “Ye must aspire to virtue and eschew evil.” Many are the paths that it allows a man to
follow to this goal, if he desire to imitate the nature of the beautiful. For example, he may give
good advice, or use hortatory discourse, or he may rebuke error without malice, or applaud what
is well done, or condemn, on occasion, what is ill done. It permits men also to use other types of
oratory, if they please, so as to attain the best end of speech, but it enjoins on them to take
thought in every word and act how they shall give account of all they utter, and to speak no word
that cannot be referred to the standard of virtue and philosophy. That and more to the same
effect is the tenour of that precept.)

‘Hpeig 6¢ dpa Ti mote 6pdoopep, eipydpevol pev 1@ 6oreiv moleiobat mpog yapw TN ed@nuiav,
[C] tod yévoug &€ 16N TV énaivwy Gl ToOG OVK OPOWC PETIOVTAG DIIOITOL KAOEOTHTOG HEW®G,
Kol KoAakeiag qyevvodg, GAX’ oL paptupiag aAndodg thv dplotwy Epywr glval voploBévtoc; 1
6fAov 6T i} mepl TOV EmovodpeEVOY APETH MEMOTEVKOTEG EMBWOOpeEY Eavtodg Bappodvteg Tolg
gyrwpiolg; tig &v ovv Nuiv dpyn Kol T&Elg Tod Adyov yévorto kadAiotn; [D] §j &fjAov wg 1) T
npoyovwy apetr), 61" fjv Lfjp€é ool Kal TO ToloLTW yevéoBat; Tpoefg 6 olpot kail maibeiag £E€fig
mpoonkel pvnodijpat, Nuep cot 10 mAsloTov &€ig¢ THY LIEPYOLOAV APETNY OLVELOVEYKATO, £
oot 6& TodTOlg Womep yvwpiopata TV THG Wuyhg &pet®dv Tag npafelg 61edbeiv, Kol TéAog
EmMTOEVTA TGO AOyw TAG EEelg BnAwoat, 66gv Oppwperog T KAAAMOTA TGOV £pywr £6paoag Kol
£BovAebow. [5] TodTW Yap otpot Kol TOV GAAwY mdvtwy Hloioew TtoOv Adyov. ol pev yap &mt thv
npd€ewv {oTavtar, dmoypfiv oldpevor mpog T tedeiow ed@nuiov TO TobTWY pYNobival, Eyw &€
otpo Helv mepl OV petwv TOV mAelotovr Adyov motjoaobal, &g’ wv Oppwpevog £ml TooodTOV
TGOV Katopbwpdtwy NABeg. Ta v yap mAeiota OV Epywv, oyebov 6& mavta, TOYN Kol Sopvedpot
Kol oTpaTiwt®p @drayyeg Kol tadeig imméwv? guykatopbodot, [B] ta 6& Tfig dpetiic Epya pdvov
¢ €0l ToD Hpdoavtog, Kal 0 €K TOOTWY £movog aAndng Kabeotwg (610¢ £0TL TOD KEKTNPEVOL.
oVKODY £melbn) TadO’ Nuiv cap®c Siwprotal, TOV Adywv GpEopat.

(And now, what am I to do? What embarrasses me is the fact that, if I praise you, I shall be
thought simply to curry favour, and in fact, the department of panegyric has come to incur a
grave suspicion due to its misuse, and is now held to be base flattery rather than trustworthy


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_15
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_16
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_17

[pg 012]

[pg 014]

[pg 016]

testimony to heroic deeds. Is it not obvious that I must put my faith in the merit of him whom I
undertake to praise, and with full confidence devote my energies to this panegyric? What then
shall be the prelude of my speech and the most suitable arrangement? Assuredly I must begin
with the virtues of your ancestors through which it was possible for you to come to be what you
are. Next I think it will be proper to describe your upbringing and education, since these
contributed very much to the noble qualities that you possess, and when I have dealt with all
these, I must recount your achievements, the signs and tokens, as it were, of the nobility of your
soul, and finally, as the crown and consummation of my discourse, I shall set forth those personal
qualities from which was evolved all that was noble in your projects and their execution. It is in
this respect that I think my speech will surpass those of all the others. For some limit themselves
to your exploits, with the idea that a description of these suffices for a perfect panegyric, but for
my part I think one ought to devote the greater part of one's speech to the virtues that were the
stepping-stones by which you reached the height of your achievements. Military exploits in most
cases, nay in almost all, are achieved with the help of fortune, the body-guard, heavy infantry and
cavalry regiments. But virtuous actions belong to the doer alone, and the praise that they inspire,
if it be sincere, belongs only to the possessor of such virtue. Now, having made this distinction
clear, I will begin my speech.)

O pév obv TV énaivwy vépog ovdeY EAattov THG matpibog f| TV mpoyévwy &&rol pepviiodat.
gyw 8¢ ovk olda, Tiva Yypn mpdTov LmoAaPeiv matpida onv- €Ovn yap pvplo mepl TAdTING
apglopntel moAvv ©6n ypdvov. [C]l kKol 1 pév Paothedovoa TOV AIAVTWY MOALG, PATNP OLOW OT)
Kol TPo@oc Kol Ty Paotdeiav oot peta tfig dyabfic toyng napaoyoboa, é€aipetov avtiigc pnow
glvat TO yéPag, 00 TOIG KOWoig €@’ AmAvTwy TOV adTOKPATdpwy Bikailolg ypwuévn: Aéyw 6& 61,
KOGV GAAaYO60ep TuyYGvwot, T® petéyely amavtag fén tod moAltedpatog Kal Ttoig £KelBev Npiv
katadeyOeiow £0e0l Kol vouog xpriobat moAital yeydévaoiv- obKovy obtwg, AN’ wgld tekoboa
v ofv pntépa [D] xai Opeyapévn BaolMK®G Kail Ty Eoopévwr EKyovwrl? &€iwg. 1 6 émi @
Boomépw méAlg, 6hov Tod yévouvg Tod Kwrotavtiwv EmOvupog, MATPiG PEVP OLK E£lval @NOL,
yeyovévat 6& 11O Tod 00D maTPOC Opodoyel, Kol 6ewd mdoyew olfoetat, el TAdTNG YOOV TG ATV
T AOyw T ovyyeveiag agaipoito. TAAvplol 6¢, 6TL mop’ adToig yéyovag, oLK AvEEovTal TOD
KOAAOTOL TGOV edTLYNPGTWY oTeEPduevol, [6] el Tic GAANY ool matpibu mpoovépol. dkodw 6&
£ywye Kal TGOV E€pwp 70N Twag Aédyew, 6t un Sikawa dpduer d@oipodpeErol oEG TOV &Il ool
AGyov- avTol yap @aotl TNv NNy £m Ttov Tod untpomndtopog tod cod mpomépyotl yapov. Kol
0xebov AmovTeG ol Aourol mPOYA&OELC EmPOodVTEG PIKPAG f) peifovag avtoic 0e? eiomoteiv €k
MOVTOC EYPWKAOD. EYETW PEV 0LV TO yépag Ny avtog £0&Aeirg, [B] Kol fiv dpetdv untépa Kol
616aokaAov MOAAGKLIG Emav®Y eipnkag, TLYYaPOVTwY 68 £KGOTN Katd TNv &&lov al Aoural Tod
MPOCNKOVTOC. £y® 88 £movelv pév andoog £0&ho’ 2L G aflag oboag 66ENc kal Tipfig, OKV® 6g
pn 6w 10 pfikog, el kail 6okel Aav oikela Tod mapévTog Adyov, 61k TOV Kapov GAASTPLX QaVT).
TGOV PV ovy GAAwv ToLG énaivovg 61 TodT’ d@noew pot 60K®, TG Pwung 6& 10 KeQdAaiov TG
enaivwyr adtédg, [C] w Baocided, cvddaPwv £v Bpoaysl Kol 516GOKAAOV APETHC IPOCEUIWOD, T
6obvot 10 KGAMOTOY TGOV £yKwpiwy, TOLC mapd TOV GAAwY Adyoug dgnpnoat. ti yap Aé€onsv
Nueig mepl avTiig Tolobtov Etepov; Tl 68 GAAog Tig elmelv Exel; Gote pot Hok® oefdpevog eikdTwg
NV TOAW TOOTW TP adTNY TAE0D, TQ MAPAYWPEIY 0ol TGOV £1¢ adTNY Adywy.

(The rules of panegyric require that I should mention your native land no less than your
ancestors. But I am at a loss what country I ought to consider peculiarly yours. For countless
nations have long asserted their claim to be your country. The city2? that rules over them all was
your mother and nurse, and in an auspicious hour delivered to you the imperial sceptre, and
therefore asserts her sole title to the honour, and that not merely by resorting to the plea that
has prevailed under all the emperors. I mean that, even if men are born elsewhere, they all adopt
her constitution and use the laws and customs that she has promulgated, and by that fact become
Roman citizens. But her claim is different, namely that she gave your mother birth, rearing her
royally and as befitted the offspring who were to be born to her. Then again, the city on the
Bosporus which is named after the family of the Constantii, though she does not assert that she is
your native place, but acknowledges that she became your adopted land by your father's act, will
think she is cheated of her rights if any orator should try to deprive her of at least this claim to
kinship. Thirdly, the Illyrians, on whose soil you were born, will not tolerate it if anyone assign
you a different fatherland and rob them of the fairest gift of fortune. And now I hear some even of
the Eastern provinces protest that it is unjust of me to rob them of the lustre they derive from
you. For they say that they sent forth your grandmother to be the consort of your grandfather on
the mother's side. Almost all the rest have hit on some pretension of more or less weight, and are
determined, on one ground or another, to adopt you for their own. Therefore let that country?:
have the prize which you yourself prefer and have so often praised as the mother and teacher of
the virtues; as for the rest, let each one according to her deserts obtain her due. I should be glad
to praise them all, worthy as they are of glory and honour, but I am afraid that my compliments,
however germane they may seem to my subject, might, on account of their length, be thought
inappropriate to the present occasion. For this reason, then, I think it better to omit a eulogy of
the others, but as for Rome, your imperial Majesty summed up her praises in two words when
you called her the teacher of virtue, and, by bestowing on her the fairest of all encomiums, you
have forestalled all that others might say. What praise of mine would come up to that? What
indeed is left for anyone to say? So I feel that I, who naturally hold that city in reverence, shall
pay her a higher honour if I leave her praise in your hands.)
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£owka KGvtadOa, [D] méBev Gpyeobar yph. mpoéyovol te ydp elol ool Kol MAIMIOl Kol yoveig
abedpol te kol aveyilol Kol Euyyevelq Pao1Aelq GIIaVTEG, ADTOL KTNOGPEVOL THY APYNY £VVONWG T
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(Now perhaps I ought at this point to say a few words about your noble ancestors. Only that here
too I am at a loss where to begin. For all your ancestors, grandfathers, parents, brothers, cousins
and kinsfolk were emperors, who had either acquired their power by lawful means or were
adopted by the reigning house. Why should I recall ancient history or hark back to Claudius and
produce proofs of his merit, which are manifest and known to all? To what end recount his
campaigns against the barbarians across the Danube or how righteously and justly he won the
empire? How plainly he lived while on the throne! How simple was his dress, as may be seen to
this day in his statues! What I might say about your grandparents?’ is comparatively recent, but
equally remarkable. Both of them acquired the imperial sceptre as the reward of conspicuous
merit, and having assumed the command, they were on such good terms with each other and
displayed such filial piety to him?® who had granted them a share in the empire, that he used to
say that of all the safeguards designed by him for the realm, and they were many, this was his
master-stroke. They, meanwhile, valued their mutual understanding more than undivided empire,
supposing that it could have been bestowed on either of them separately. This was the temper of
their souls, and nobly they played their part in action, while next to the Supreme Being they
reverenced him who had placed authority in their hands. With their subjects they dealt
righteously and humanely, and expelled the barbarians who had for years settled in our territory
and had occupied it with impunity as though it were their own, and they built forts to hinder
encroachment, which procured for those subjects such peaceful relations with the barbarians as,
at that period, seemed to be beyond their dreams. This, however, is a subject that deserves more
than a passing mention. Yet it would be wrong to omit the strongest proof of their unanimity,
especially as it is related to my subject. Since they desired the most perfect harmony for their
children, they arranged the marriage of your father and mother.2® On this point also I think I
must say a few words to show that virtue was bequeathed to you as well as a throne. But why
waste time in telling how your father, on his father's death, became emperor both by the choice
of the deceased monarch and by the vote of all the armies? His military genius was made evident
by his achievements and needs no words of mine. He traversed the whole civilised world
suppressing tyrants, but never those who ruled by right. His subjects he inspired with such
affection that his veterans still remember how generous he was with largess and other rewards,
and to this day worship him as though he were a god. As for the mass of the people, in town and
country alike, they prayed that your father might be victorious over the tyrants, not so much
because they would be delivered from that oppression as because they would then be governed
by him. But when he had made his power supreme, he found that the tyrant's3? greed had worked
like a drought, with the result that money was very scarce, while there were great hoards of
treasure in the recesses of the palace; so he unlocked its doors and on the instant flooded the
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whole country with wealth, and then, in less than ten years, he founded and gave his name to a
city®! that as far surpasses all others as it is itself inferior to Rome; and to come second to Rome
seems to me a much greater honour than to be counted first and foremost of all cities beside.
Here it may be proper to mention Athens “the illustrious,”32 seeing that during his whole life he
honoured her in word and deed. He who was emperor and lord of all did not disdain the title of
General of the Athenians, and when they gave him a statue with an inscription to that effect he
felt more pride than if he had been awarded the highest honours. To repay Athens for this
compliment he bestowed on her annually a gift of many tens of thousands of bushels of wheat, so
that while she enjoyed plenty, he won applause and reverence from the best of men.)

I[ToAAGY 6& KaE KOA®OD £pywry TG matpl T® 0@ mpayfiévtwy, (foy Te émeppnodny kai 6oa 6 1O
pfikog mopoaAureiv 60k®, mdvtw &plotov €yoye @ainy dv, [9] otpon 6¢ Kal Todg GAAovC GavTag
OpoAoynoew, Y oNp yéveoty Kol Tpo@ny Kol matbeiov- €€ ng vmdpyet Toig Aouroig ob TO IPOC
OAiyov amodadoar Tfig¢ aplotng dpyfig, GAN’ wg olov Té€ £oTw eig mAeiova ypoévov. Bokel yobv
Gpyew ékeivog eloétl. kal KOpw pev ovy Lmiipye ToDTO. TEAELTNOAVTOC Yap O maig O@ON HaKP®
PaLAGTEPOG, DOTE O PEV EKOAEITO ATAP, O 6& émwvondodn deométng. [B] o€ 62 mpadtepov pev
Tod matpog Kol £V GAAoig moAAoig Kpelttova oap®g te22 otda, Kol SnAwow Tod Kapod @avévtog
£V 1@ Adyw. £keivw 6 mPoonKew Kail ToDTOL vopilw petaddévTt got Thg dpiong TPoETg, DIEP NG
16N Aéyew melpdoopat, unTPOg Kai AbeA@GOD TV o®V Empvnodeiq.

(Your father's achievements were many and brilliant. Some I have just mentioned, and others I
must omit for the sake of brevity. But the most notable of all, as I make bold to say and I think all
will agree, was that he begat, reared and educated you. This secured to the rest of the world the
advantages of good government, and that not for a limited time but for a period beyond his own
lifetime, as far as this is possible. At any rate your father seems still to be on the throne. This is
more than Cyrus himself could achieve. When he died his son proved far inferior, so that while
men called Cyrus “father,” his successor was called “master.”3* But you are even less stern than
your father, and surpass him in many respects, as I well know and will demonstrate in my speech
as occasion shall arise. Yet, in my opinion, he should have the credit of this as well, since it was
he who gave you that admirable training concerning which I shall presently speak, but not till I
have described your mother and brothers.32)
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povn yéyover &behen Kol pntnpe Kol yopetn Kod moic Pactdéw. GAX’ N ye adtn tod yApavtog
abedon Ti) @ooet, vopog 6 £616ov yapelv dbeden t® [épon. v onv 6& untépa KAt TOLG mop’
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HeEPLQaV®OY Epywp, £9° 01¢ dv TG avTodg Bikaiwg Emaweiv €xol, Kol TV €K Thig TOYNG dyabiv
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elkbétwg ogpvdvol, wg 6Tt OV pev dmdyovor, OV Be Ekyovor2 yeyovaow.fl GAN’ (va pn
HagpOTEPA TEPL ADTOD Aéywy TOV OPEIAOuEVOY TOIG £maivolg Toi¢ 00i¢ Kalpov GvoA®ow TOD
AGyou, melpdoonat Aoumov wg Nuiv G€lov, pdirov 6¢, i 6l pnbev vmmootelAducvor elnelv, HAKPR
TGOV mpoydvwy embeifw oel oepvdtepov.

(Your mother's ancestry was so distinguished, her personal beauty and nobility of character were
such that it would be hard to find her match among women. I have heard that saying of the
Persians about Parysatis, that no other woman had been the sister, mother, wife, and daughter of
kings. Parysatis, however, was own sister of her husband, since their law does not forbid a
Persian to marry his sister. But your mother, while in accordance with our laws she kept pure
and unsullied those ties of kinship, was actually the daughter of one emperor,*2 the wife of
another, the sister of a third, and the mother not of one emperor but of several. Of these one
aided your father in his war against the tyrants; another conquered the Getae and secured for us
a lasting peace with them; the third4® kept our frontiers safe from the enemy's incursions, and
often led his forces against them in person, so long at least as he was permitted by those who
were so soon punished for their crimes against him. Though by the number and brilliance of their
achievements they have indeed earned our homage, and though all the blessings of fortune were
theirs in abundance, yet in the whole tale of their felicity one could pay them no greater
compliment than merely to name their sires and grandsires. But I must not make my account of
them too long, lest I should spend time that I ought to devote to your own panegyric. So in what
follows I will, as indeed I ought, endeavour—or rather, since affectation is out of place, let me say
I will demonstrate—that you are far more august than your ancestors.)

[B] ®Apag pev 6n kol pavteiag kol Oyelg tag £v toig bmvolg, kol 6oa GAAa OpvAeiy elwbaoy &ml
TOV obTw Aapmpa Kol meprpoav H npafavtwr, Kdpov Kol tod Tiig¢ Nuetépag olkloTod mOAewd Kai
Are€avbpov Tod P1Alnmov, Kol £l Tig &AAOC To10DTOG YEyovey, £KWY dpinut- Hokel yap od méppw
tadta TG mownTikig £€ovoiag elvat. Kol T TP TNV IPWTNY DIGPEAVTE 0Ol YEVETY WG AAPIIPX
Kol BaotAika Kai%? 1o Aéysw ebnBeg. [C] GAX’ €meldn Tii¢ €v Tol¢ maioiv dywyfic 6 Kaipog
vmopépvnkep, £8e1 oot TG BaolAKi|G Tpoefig 6Mmovbey, 1} 10 pEv odhpa mpog ioyLY Kol pwuny Kol
evefiow kal KGAAOG AOKNOEL, TNV Wyoynp 6& mpog avbpelav Kai 61ka100OHVNY KAl 0wWEPOCHVNV KAl
EPOVNOW EppeA®C TMOPAOKELAOEL. TadTa 6 oL p&biov Bix Thg dvewévng vomdpyew OGwaitng,
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(Now as for heavenly voices and prophecies and visions in dreams and all such portents?’ as are
common gossip when men like yourself have achieved brilliant and conspicuous success, Cyrus,
for instance, and the founder?® of our capital, and Alexander, Philip's son, and the like, I
purposely ignore them. Indeed I feel that poetic license accounts for them all. And it is foolish
even to state that at the hour of your birth all the circumstances were brilliant and suited to a
prince. And now the time has come for me to speak of your education as a boy. You were of
course bound to have the princely nurture that should train your body to be strong, muscular,
healthy, and handsome, and at the same time duly equip your soul with courage, justice,
temperance, and wisdom. But this cannot result from that loose indulgence which naturally
pampers body and soul, weakening men's wills for facing danger and their bodies for work.
Therefore your body required training by suitable gymnastics, while you adorned your mind by
literary studies. But I must speak at greater length about both branches of your education, since
it laid the foundation of your later career. In your physical training you did not pursue those
exercises that fit one merely for public display. What professional athletes love to call the pink of
condition you thought unsuitable for a king who must enter for contests that are not make-
believe. Such a one must put up with very little sleep and scanty food, and that of no precise
quantity or quality or served at regular hours, but such as can be had when the stress of work
allows. And so you thought you ought to train yourself in athletics with a view to this, and that
your exercises must be military and of many kinds, dancing and running in heavy armour, and
riding. All these you have continued from early youth to practise at the right time, and in every
exercise you have attained to greater perfection than any other hoplite. Usually a hoplite who is a
good infantryman cannot ride, or, if he is an expert horseman, he shirks marching on foot to
battle. But of you alone it can be said that you can put on the cavalry uniform and be a match for
the best of them, and when changed into a hoplite show yourself stronger, swifter, and lighter on
your feet than all the rest. Then you practised shooting at a mark, that even your hours of leisure
might not be hours of ease or be found without the exercise of arms. So by work that was
voluntary you trained your body to stand the exertions that you would be compelled to undertake.
Your mind, meanwhile, was trained by practice in public speaking and other studies suitable to
your years. But it was not to be wholly without the discipline of experience, nor was it for you to
listen merely to lectures on the virtues as though they were ballads or saga stories, and so wait
all that time without actual acquaintance with brave works and undertakings. Plato, that noble
philosopher, advised*® that boys should be furnished as it were with wings for flight by being
mounted on horseback, and should then be taken into battle so that they may be spectators of the
warfare in which they must soon be combatants. This, I make bold to say, was in your father's
mind when he made you governor and king of the Celtic tribes while you were still a youth, or
rather a mere boy in point of years, though in intelligence and endurance you could already hold
your own with men of parts. Your father wisely provided that your experience of war should be
free from risks, having arranged that the barbarians should maintain peace with his subjects. But
he instigated them to internal feuds and civil war, and so taught you strategy at the expense of
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their lives and fortunes. This was a safer policy than the wise Plato's. For, by his scheme, if the
invading army were composed of infantry, the boys could indeed be spectators of their fathers'
prowess, or, if need arose, could even take part. But supposing that the enemy won in a cavalry
engagement, then, on the instant, one would have to devise some means to save the boys, which
would be difficult indeed. But to inure the boys to face the enemy, while the hazard belongs to
others, is to take counsel that both suffices for their need and also secures their safety.)
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(It was in this way then that you were first trained in manliness. But as regards wisdom, that
nature with which you were endowed was your self-sufficing guide. But also, I think, the wisest
citizens were at your disposal and gave you lessons in statecraft. Moreover, your intercourse with
the barbarian leaders in that region gave you an acquaintance at first hand with the manners,
laws, and usages of foreigners. Indeed, when Homer set out to prove the consummate wisdom of
Odysseus, he called him “much-travelled,” and said that he had come to know the minds of many
peoples and visited their cities, so that he might choose what was best in every one and be able
to mix with all sorts and conditions of men. Yes, even Odysseus, who never ruled an empire,
needed experience of the many and divers minds of men. How much more necessary that one
who was being brought up to guide an empire like this should not fit himself for the task in some
modest dwelling apart; neither should he, like young Cyrus in his games, play at being emperor,
nor give audiences to his playmates, as they say®? Cyrus did. Rather he ought to mix with nations
and peoples, and give orders to his troops definitely indicating what is to be done, and generally
he should be found wanting in none of those things which, when he comes to manhood, he must
perform without fear.)
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(Accordingly, when you had gained a thorough knowledge of the Celts, you crossed to the other
continent and were given sole command against the Parthians and Medes. There were already
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signs that a war was smouldering and would soon burst into flame. You therefore quickly learned
how to deal with it, and, as though you took as model the hardness of your weapons, steeled
yourself to bear the heat of the summer season. I have heard say that Alcibiades alone, among all
the Greeks, was naturally so versatile that when he cast in his lot with the Spartans he copied the
self-restraint of the Lacedaemonians, then in turn Theban and Thracian manners, and finally
adopted Persian luxury. But Alcibiades, when he changed his country changed his characterf?
too, and became so tainted with perversity and so ill-conditioned that he was likely to lose utterly
all that he was born to. You, however, thought it your duty to maintain your severity of life
wherever you might be, and by hard work inuring your constitution to change, you easily bore the
march inland from Galatia to Parthia, more easily in fact than a rich man who lives now here,
now there, according to the season, would bear it if he were forced to encounter unseasonable
weather. I think Heaven smiled on you and willed that you should govern the whole world, and so
from the first trained you in virtue, and was your guide when you journeyed to all points, and
showed you the bounds and limits of the whole empire, the character of each region, the vastness
of your territory, the power of every race, the number of the cities, the characteristics of the
masses, and above all the vast number of things that one who is bred to so great a kingship
cannot afford to neglect. But I nearly forgot to mention the most important thing of all. From a
boy you were taught to govern this great empire, but a better thing you learned, to be governed,
submitting yourself to the authority that is the best in the world and the most just, that is to say
nature and law. I mean that both as son and subject you obeyed your father. Indeed, had he been
only your father or only your king, obedience was his due. Now what rearing and education for a
king could one find in history better than this? Consider the Greeks. Not thus did the Spartans
train the Heracleidae, though they are thought to have enjoyed the best form of government, that
of their kings. As for the barbarians, not even the Carthaginians, though they were particularly
well-governed by their kings, chose the best method of training their future rulers. The moral
discipline and the studies prescribed by their laws were pursued by all alike, as though the
citizens were brothers, all destined both to govern and be governed, and in the matter of
education they made no difference between their princes and the rest of the citizens. Yet surely it
is foolish to demand superlative excellence from one's rulers when one takes no pains to make
them better than other men. Among the barbarians, indeed, no man is debarred from winning the
throne, so one can excuse them for giving the same moral training to all. But that Lycurgus, who
tried to make the dynasty of the Heracleidae proof against all shocks,® should not have arranged
for them a special education better than that of other Spartan youths is an omission for which he
may well be criticised. He may have thought that all the Lacedaemonians ought to enter the race
for virtue, and foster it, but for all that it was wrong to provide the same nurture and education
for private citizens as for those who were to govern. The inevitable familiarity little by little steals
into men's souls and breeds contempt for their betters. Though, for that matter, they are not in
any sense one's betters unless it was their own merit that earned them the right to rule. This, in
my opinion, is the reason why the Spartan kings often found their subjects hard to govern. In
proof of what I say one might quote the rivalry of Lysander and Agesilaus, and many other
instances, if one should review the history of the Spartan kings.)
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(The Spartan polity, however, by securing a satisfactory development of the moral qualities in
their kings, even if it gave them a training in no way different from that of the crowd, at least
endowed them with the attributes of well-bred men. But as for the Carthaginians, there was
nothing to admire even in the discipline that they all shared. The parents turned their sons out of
doors and bade them win the necessaries of life by their own efforts, with the injunction to do
nothing that is considered disgraceful. The effect of this was not to uproot the evil inclinations of
the young, but to require them to take pains not to be caught in wrong-doing. For it is not self-
indulgence only that ruins character, but the lack of mere necessaries may produce the same
result. This is true at any rate in the case of those whose reason has not yet assumed the power
to decide, being swayed by physical needs and persuaded by desire. It is especially true when
one fails to control the passion for money-getting, if from boyhood one is accustomed to it and to
the trading and bartering of the market-places. This business, unfit for a youth of gentle birth to
mention, or so much as hear spoken of, whether the youth finds it out for himself or learns it from
those of greater experience, leaves many scars on the soul; and even a respectable citizen ought
to be free from all this, not a king or general alone.)

gpol 6e oK eémTipdv €ml tod mapdvtog ékelvolrg mpoonkel: [16] del€w 6& pévov Tiig Tpoict? o
Slapépov, N xpnoauerog KGAAel Kol pwun Kol Sikatoodvn Kol owepoovn Siqvevkag, 61 pev v
névwy T evediov mepipaAidpevog, daa 6 TOY POPWY THY TWPPOOLYNY KATAKTNOONEVOC,® Kad
TG PEV COHATL PWPROAEWTEPW B1 TNV £yKpdTelow THG wuyxfg, Tf wuyf 6 av 6l v Tod cwpatoq


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_62
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_63
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_64
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_65
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_66
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_67
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_68

[pg 042]

[pg 044]

KOPTEPIOD OIKAOTEPQ YPWHEVOC, TX HEV €K QLOEWC &yabd ovvadEwv €K mavtdg, Ta 6& Taig
empueleiong E€wOev ael mpooAapfdvwy- [B] kol 6e6pevoct? név obdevde, emapr®y 6' GAdolg Kal
xop1lopevog peydrag dwpeag kol ool tovg AaBévtag fprovy amogfivat @ Avddv Svvdotn
napoaainoiovg, £vbeéotepor pevr AmMoAadWY odTOC TGOV LIAPYOVTwY Gyabdv fj ZmapTtiatdv O
owEPOVECTATOC, TOD TpLuEdy 6& mapéywvr &AAolg yopnyiav, xai Tolg PBovAopévolg ocwEPoveiv
napéYwy oavTov ppelodatl, Gpywv pev mpdwc Kol @raavfpwnw twv &AAwv, [C] dpydpevog &€
o Tob mATPOC CWPPOVPWE Kal wg £1¢ TV MOAAGY TOV &mavta Sietédelg ypdvov. mondi pev vt
oot Kal pelpakie tadtd te vmfpye Kol GAAa mAsiova, meplt wv vOV Aéyew pakpdtepor Gv &in tod
KO1pOoD.

(But it is not for me to criticise the Carthaginians in this place. I will only point out how different
was your education, and how you profited by it and have come to excel in looks, strength, justice,
and temperance. By your active life you achieved perfect health; your temperance was the result
of obedience to the laws; you enjoy a body of unusual strength by reason of your self-control, and
a soul of unusual rectitude because of your physical powers of endurance. You left nothing
undone to improve your natural talents, but ever acquired new talents by new studies. You
needed nothing yourself but gave assistance to others, and lavished such generous gifts that the
recipients seemed as rich as the monarch of the Lydians.Z? Though you indulged yourself less in
the good things that were yours than the most austere of the Spartans, you gave others the
means of luxury in abundance, while those who preferred temperance could imitate your
example. As a ruler you were mild and humane; as your father's subject you were ever as modest
as any one of his people. All this was true of you in boyhood and youth, and much more about
which there is now no time to speak at length.)
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(When you had come to man's estate, and after fate had decreed the ending of your father's life’2
and Heaven had granted that his last hours should be peculiarly blest, you adorned his tomb not
only by lavishing on it splendid decorations?® and so paying the debt of gratitude for your birth
and education, but still more by the fact that you alone of his sons hastened to him when he was
still alive and stricken by illness, and paid him the highest possible honours after his death. But
all this I need only mention in passing. For now it is your exploits that cry aloud for notice and
remind me of your energy, courage, good judgment, and justice In these qualities you are
unsurpassed, unrivalled. In your dealings with your brothers,”2 your subjects, your father's
friends, and your armies you displayed justice and moderation; except that, in some cases, forced
as you were by the critical state of affairs, you could not, in spite of your own wishes, prevent
others from going astray. Towards the enemy your demeanour was brave, generous, and worthy
of the previous reputation of your house. While you maintained the friendly relations that already
existed, kept the capital free from civil discord, and continued to cherish your brothers who were
your partners in empire, you granted to your friends, among other benefits, the privilege of
addressing you as an equal and full freedom of speech without stint, and perfect frankness. Not
only did you share with them all whatever you possessed, but you gave to each what he seemed
most to need. Anyone who wants testimony to all this might reasonably call your friends to
witness, but if he does not know your friends, the facts themselves are sufficient to demonstrate
the policy of your whole life.)
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(But I must postpone the description of your personal qualities and go on to speak of your
achievements. The Persians in the past conquered the whole of Asia, subjugated a great part of
Europe, and had embraced in their hopes I may almost say the whole inhabited world, when the
Macedonians deprived them of their supremacy, and they provided Alexander's generalship with
a task, or rather with a toy. But they could not endure the yoke of slavery, and no sooner was
Alexander dead, than they revolted from his successors and once more opposed their power to
the Macedonians, and so successfully that, when we took over what was left of the Macedonian
empire, we counted them to the end as foes with whom we must reckon. I need not now remind
you of ancient history, of Antony and Crassus,? who were generals with the fullest powers, or tell
how after long-continued dangers we succeeded in wiping out the disgrace they incurred, and
how many a prudent general retrieved their blunders. Nor need I recall the second chapter of our
misfortunes and the exploits of Carus® that followed, when after those failures he was appointed
general. Among those who sat on the throne before your father's time and imposed on the
Persians conditions of peace admired and welcomed by all, did not the Caesar® incur a
disgraceful defeat when he attacked them on his own account? It was not till the ruler of the
whole world® turned his attention to them, directing thither all the forces of the empire,
occupying all the passes with his troops and levies of hoplites, both veterans and new recruits,
and employing every sort of military equipments, that fear drove them to accept terms of peace.
That peace they somehow contrived to disturb and break during your father's lifetime, but they
escaped punishment at his hands because he died in the midst of preparations for a campaign. It
was left for you later on to punish them for their audacity. I shall often have to speak of your
campaigns against them, but this one thing I ask my hearers to observe. You became master of a
third of the empire,® that part in fact which seemed by no means strong enough to carry on a
war, since it had neither arms nor troops in the field, nor any of those military resources which
ought to flow in abundantly in preparation for so important a war. Then, too, your brothers, for
whatever reason, did nothing to make the war easier for you. And yet there is no sycophant so
shameless and so envious as not to admit that the harmony existing between you was mainly due
to you. The war in itself presented peculiar difficulties, in my opinion, and the troops were
disaffected owing to the change of government; they raised the cry that they missed their old
leader and they wished to control your actions. Nay, more; a thousand strange and perplexing
circumstances arose on every hand to render your hopes regarding the war more difficult to
realise. The Armenians, our ancient allies, revolted, and no small part of them went over to the
Persians and overran and raided the country on their borders. In this crisis there seemed to be
but one hope of safety, that you should take charge of affairs and plan the campaign, but at the
moment this was impossible, because you were in Paeonia®® making treaties with your brothers.
Thither you went in person, and so managed that you gave them no opening for criticism. Indeed,
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I almost forgot to mention the very first of your achievements, the noblest of all, or at any rate
equal to the noblest. For there is no greater proof of your prudence and magnanimity than the
fact that, in planning for interests of such importance, you thought it no disadvantage if you
should, of your own free will, concede the lion's share to your brothers. Imagine, for instance, a
man dividing among his brothers their father's estate of a hundred talents, or, if you prefer, twice
as much. Then suppose him to have been content with fifty minae less than the others, and to
raise no objection, because he secured their goodwill in exchange for that trifling sum. You would
think he deserved all praise and respect as one who had a soul above money, as far-sighted, in
short as a man of honour. But here is one whose policy with regard to the empire of the world
seems to have been so high minded, so prudent, that, without increasing the burdens of
administration, he willingly gave up some of the imperial revenues in order to secure harmony
and peace among all Roman citizens. What praise such a one deserves! And certainly one cannot,
in this connection, quote the saying, “Well done, but a bad bargain.” Nothing, in my opinion, can
be called a good bargain if it be not honourable as well. In general, if anyone wish to apply the
test of expediency alone, he ought not to make money his criterion or reckon up his revenues
from estates, like those old misers whom writers of comedy bring on to the stage, but he should
take into account the vastness of the empire and the point of honour involved. If the Emperor had
disputed about the boundaries and taken a hostile attitude, he might have obtained more than he
did, but he would have governed only his allotted share. But he scorned and despised such trifles,
and the result was that he really governed the whole world in partnership with his brothers, but
had the care of his own portion only, and, while he kept his dignity unimpaired, he had less than
his share of the toil and trouble that go with such a position.)
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(On that subject, however, I shall have a chance later to speak in more detail. This is perhaps the
right moment to describe how you controlled the situation, encompassed as you were, after your
father's death, by so many perils and difficulties of all sorts—confusion, an unavoidable war,
numerous hostile raids, allies in revolt, lack of discipline in the garrisons, and all the other
harassing conditions of the hour. You concluded in perfect harmony the negotiations with your
brothers, and when the time had arrived that demanded your aid for the dangerous crisis of
affairs, you made forced marches, and immediately after leaving Paeonia appeared in Syria. But
to relate how you did this would tax my powers of description, and indeed for those who know the
facts their own experience is enough. But who in the world could describe adequately how, at the
prospect of your arrival, everything was changed and improved all at once, so that we were set
free from the fears that hung over us and could entertain brighter hopes than ever for the future?
Even before you were actually on the spot the mutiny among the garrisons ceased and order was
restored. The Armenians who had gone over to the enemy at once changed sides again, for you
ejected from the country and sent to Rome those who were responsible for the governor's? exile,
and you secured for the exiles a safe return to their own country. You were so merciful to those
who now came to Rome as exiles, and so kind in your dealings with those who returned from
exile with the governor, that the former did, indeed, bewail their misfortune in having revolted,
but still were better pleased with their present condition than with their previous usurpation;
while the latter, who were formerly in exile, declared that the experience had been a lesson in
prudence, but that now they were receiving a worthy reward for their loyalty. On the returned
exiles you lavished such magnificent presents and rewards that they could not even resent the
good fortune of their bitterest enemies, nor begrudge their being duly honoured. All these
difficulties you quickly settled, and then by means of embassies you turned the marauding Arabs
against our enemies. Then you began preparations for the war, about which I may as well say a
few words.)
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(The previous period of peace had relaxed the labours of the troops, and lightened the burdens of
those who had to perform public services. But the war called for money, provisions, and supplies
on a vast scale, and even more it demanded endurance, energy, and military experience on the
part of the troops. In the almost entire absence of all these, you personally provided and
organised everything, drilled those who had reached the age for military service, got together a
force of cavalry to match the enemy's, and issued orders for the infantry to persevere in their
training. Nor did you confine yourself to speeches and giving orders, but yourself trained and
drilled with the troops, showed them their duty by actual example, and straightway made them
experts in the art of war. Then you discovered ways and means, not by increasing the tribute or
the extraordinary contributions, as the Athenians did in their day, when they raised these to
double or even more. You were content, I understand, with the original revenues, except in cases
where, for a short time, and to meet an emergency, it was necessary that the people should find
their services to the state more expensive. The troops under your leadership were abundantly
supplied, yet not so as to cause the satiety that leads to insolence, nor, on the other hand, were
they driven to insubordination from lack of necessaries. I shall say nothing about your great array
of arms, horses, and river-boats, engines of war and the like. But when all was ready and the time
had come to make appropriate use of all that I have mentioned, the Tigris was bridged by rafts at
many points and forts were built to guard the river. Meanwhile the enemy never once ventured to
defend their country from plunder, and every useful thing that they possessed was brought in to
us. This was partly because they were afraid to offer battle, partly because those who were rash
enough to do so were punished on the spot. This is a mere summary of your invasions of the
enemy's country. Who, indeed, in a short speech could do justice to every event, or reckon up the
enemy's disasters and our successes? But this at least I have space to tell. You often crossed the
Tigris with your army and spent a long time in the enemy's country, but you always returned
crowned with the laurels of victory. Then you visited the cities you had freed, and bestowed on
them peace and plenty, all possible blessings and all at once. Thus at your hands they received
what they had so long desired, the defeat of the barbarians and the erection of trophies of victory
over the treachery and cowardice of the Parthians. Treachery they had displayed when they
violated the treaties and broke the peace, cowardice when they lacked the courage to fight for
their country and all that they held dear.)
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(But lest anyone should suppose that, while I delight in recalling exploits like these, I avoid
mentioning occasions when luck gave the enemy the advantage—or rather it was the nature of
the ground combined with opportunity that turned the scale—and that I do so because they
brought us no honour or glory but only disgrace, I will try to give a brief account of those
incidents also, not adapting my narrative with an eye to my own interests, but preferring the
truth in every case. For when a man deliberately sins against the truth he cannot escape the
reproach of flattery, and moreover he inflicts on the object of his panegyric the appearance of not
deserving the praise that he receives on other accounts. This is a mistake of which I shall beware.
Indeed my speech will make it clear that in no case has fiction been preferred to the truth. Now I
am well aware that all would say that the battle we fought before Singaral® was a most
important victory for the barbarians. But I should answer and with justice that this battle
inflicted equal loss on both armies, but proved also that your valour could accomplish more than
their luck; and that although the legions under you were violent and reckless men, and were not
accustomed, like the enemy, to the climate and the stifling heat. I will relate exactly what took
place. It was still the height of summer, and the legions mustered long before noon. Since the
enemy were awestruck by the discipline, accoutrements and calm bearing of our troops, while to
us they seemed amazing in numbers, neither side began the battle; for they shrank from coming
to close quarters with forces so well equipped, while we waited for them to begin, so that in all
respects we might seem to be acting rather in self-defence, and not to be responsible for
beginning hostilities after the peace. But at last the leader'®® of the barbarian army, raised high
on their shields, perceived the magnitude of our forces drawn up in line. What a change came
over him! What exclamations he uttered! He cried out that he had been betrayed, that it was the
fault of those who had persuaded him to go to war, and decided that the only thing to be done
was to flee with all speed, and that one course alone would secure his safety, namely to cross,
before we could reach it, the river, which is the ancient boundary-line between that country and
ours. With this purpose he first gave the signal for a retreat in good order, then gradually
increasing his pace he finally took to headlong flight, with only a small following of cavalry, and
left his whole army to the leadership of his son and the friend in whom he had most confidence.
When our men saw this they were enraged that the barbarians should escape all punishment for
their audacious conduct, and clamoured to be led in pursuit, chafed at your order to halt, and ran
after the enemy in full armour with their utmost energy and speed. For of your generalship they
had had no experience so far, and they could not believe that you were a better judge than they
of what was expedient. Moreover, under your father they had fought many battles and had
always been victorious, a fact that tended to make them think themselves invincible. But they
were most of all elated by the terror that the Parthians now shewed, when they thought how they
had fought, not only against the enemy, but against the very nature of the ground, and if any
greater obstacle met them from some fresh quarter, they felt that they would overcome it as well.
Accordingly they ran at full speed for about one hundred stades, and only halted when they came
up with the Parthians, who had fled for shelter into a fort that they had lately built to serve as a
camp. It was, by this time, evening, and they engaged battle forthwith. Our men at once took the
fort and slew its defenders. Once inside the fortifications they displayed great bravery for a long
time, but they were by this time fainting with thirst, and when they found cisterns of water
inside, they spoiled a glorious victory and gave the enemy a chance to retrieve their defeat. This
then was the issue of that battle, which caused us the loss of only three or four of our men, whilst
the Parthians lost the heir to the thronel?® who had previously been taken prisoner, together with


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_98
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_99
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_100
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_101
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_102
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_103
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_104
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_105
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_106

[pg 066]

[pg 068]

all his escort. While all this was going on, of the leader of the barbarians not even the ghost was
to be seen, nor did he stay his flight till he had put the river behind him. You, on the other hand,
did not take off your armour for a whole day and all the night, now sharing the struggles of those
who were getting the upper hand, now giving prompt and efficient aid to those who were hard-
pressed. And by your bravery and fortitude you so changed the face of the battle that at break of
day the enemy were glad to beat a safe retreat to their own territory, and even the wounded,
escorted by you, could retire from the battle. Thus did you relieve them all from the risks of
flight. Now what fort was taken by the enemy? What city did they besiege? What military supplies
did they capture that should give them something to boast about after the war?)

AALX" {owg, pnoet Tio, 10 punbémnote TV moAepiwy NTTOV £yovTa meABeiv edTLYEC Kol bBatov
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nyntéon, L2 16 6& avtiotivar Tfj TOYN pwpadswtepor Kait® neiCovoqg apetiig idpyetl onueiov.
(But perhaps some one will say that never to come off worse than the enemy must indeed be
considered good fortune and felicity, but to make a stand against fortune calls for greater vigour
and is a proof of greater valour.)
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(Is a man a skilful pilot because he can steer his ship in fair weather when the sea is absolutely
calm? Would you call a charioteer an expert driver who on smooth and level ground has in
harness horses that are gentle, quiet and swift, and under such conditions gives a display of his
art? How much more skilful is the pilot who marks and perceives beforehand the coming storm
and tries to avoid its path, and then, if for any reason he must face it, brings off his ship safe and
sound, cargo and all? Just so, the skilful charioteer is he who can contend against the unevenness
of the ground, and guide his horses and control them at the same time, if they grow restive. In
short, it is not fair to judge of skill of any sort when it is aided by fortune, but one must examine
it independently. Cleon was not a better general than Nicias because he was fortunate in the
affair of Pylos, and the same may be said of all whose success is due to luck rather than to good
judgment. But if I did not claim that your fortune was both better and better deserved than that
of your opponents, or rather of all men, I should with reason be thought to do it an injustice,
since it prevented the enemy from even perceiving their advantage. For, in my opinion, an
impartial judge of my narrative ought to ascribe our reverse to the extreme and insupportable
heat, and the fact that you inflicted loss on the enemy equal to ours he would regard as achieved
by your valour, but that, though they were aware of their losses, they took no account of their
success, he would regard as brought about by your good fortune.)
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(That T may not, however, by saying more on this subject, spend time that belongs to more
important affairs, I will try to describe next the multitude of difficulties that beset us, the
magnitude of our perils, and how you faced them all, and not only routed the numerous following
of the usurpers, but the barbarian forces as well. About six years had passed since the war I have
just described, and the winter was nearly over, when a messenger arrived with the news!!3 that
Galatial!? had gone over to the usurper, that a plot had been made to assassinate your brother
and had been carried out, also that Italy and Sicily had been occupied, lastly that the Illyrian
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garrisons were in revolt and had proclaimed their general’® emperor, though for a time he had
been inclined to resist what seemed to be the irresistible onset of the usurpers.l®¢ Indeed, he
himself kept imploring you to send money and men to his aid, as though he were terribly afraid
on his own account of being overpowered by them. And for a while he kept protesting that he
would do his duty, that for his part he had no pretensions to the throne, but would faithfully
guard and protect it for you. Such were his assertions, but it was not long before his treachery
came to light and he received his punishment, tempered though it was with mercy. On learning
these facts you thought you ought not to waste your time in idleness to no purpose. The cities of
Syria you stocked with engines of war, garrisons, food supplies, and equipment of other kinds,
considering that, by these measures, you would, though absent, sufficiently protect the
inhabitants, while you were planning to set out in person against the usurpers.)

ITépoar 6e €€ éxkeivov TOV Kapov TodTOV mapa@uAdfavteg, wg €€ £pd6ov TN Zupiav Anydpcvot,
ndooav e€avactioavteg NAKior Kol @Oow Kol TOYNY €@’ Nuag Opunvto, Grbpeg, pelpdxrLq,
npeofdTal Kol yovak®v mAfOo¢ kai Ogpamévtwy, od PoéVov TGOV mPOC TOV MOAEPIOV DLIOLPYIDOD
xé(pw €K naplouoi(xc 6& mAelotov £mdpevov. 6levoodvTo yap WG Kail Ttag moielg [B] kaba€ovteg
Kol TAG xoop(xq 1on Kp(xmoowTeq K)\npouxouq nuiv émdysw. 2 Kev(‘x(; 6& amépnvey adTOIG TOQ
poodoKiag TG MOPAOKELC TG Of¢ TO péyebog. €meldn yap £¢ mOAOpKiay KATECTNOOD,
émetelyiCeto pev N méAlc KOKAW T0i¢ ywpaow, £méppel 6& 6 Muyddviog medayiCwy TO mepl TQ
teiyel ywpiov, kabdamep 0 Nethog, aot, v Alyvmtov. nmpoonyeto 6& &m ve®v Taig endAfeot T
pnyavfipata, Kol EmumAeiv GAlot Sievoodvto toig Teiyeow, [C] GAAot 6& EBaddov &mo TOV
YWHATWDY TOLG dpvvopévovg Lnép TG MOAewg. ol 6 éx TGV Tery®v fjpvvov KapTeP®G Tf miAet.
HEOTA 6 NV AmavTH CWPATWY Kol vavayiwy Kol STAwv Koi BeAOD, TGOV pEv GpTt Katadvopévwy,
TOV 8¢, £neldn o mp®tov Lo TG Plag Kateveyfévta Katébv, Kovllopévwy LIIO TOD KOPATOC.
aonibeg pev emevnyovto PapBdpwr mapmAndeic kol ve®v oéipatatl® guvtpBopévwy én’ avTaig
TGOV pnyovnudtwy. [D] Peddv mAffog émvnydpevov pikpod 6elv emelyev Gmav TO petagL TOD
teiyouvg Kol TGOV ywpdtwy. £tétpamto 6& N Alpvn mpog AbOpov, Kal KOKAW TO TEIYOG £mfyouvv
olpwyai Bappdpwr OAADVTWY PEV 0DBAU®C, O0AALPEVWDVILY 68 mOALTPONWC KOl TITPWOKOPEDWD
molkiAolg Tpadpaot.

(But the Persians ever since the last campaign had been watching for just such an opportunity,
and had planned to conquer Syria, by a single invasion. So they mustered all forces, every age,
sex, and condition, and marched against us, men and mere boys, old men and crowds of women
and slaves, who followed not merely to assist in the war, but in vast numbers beyond what was
needed. For it was their intention to reduce the cities, and once masters of the country, to bring
in colonists in spite of us. But the magnitude of your preparations made it manifest that their
expectations were but vanity. They began the siege and completely surrounded the city!2® with
dykes, and then the river Mygdonius flowed in and flooded the ground about the walls, as they
say the Nile floods Egypt. The siege-engines were brought up against the ramparts on boats, and
their plan was that one force should sail to attack the walls while the other kept shooting on the
city's defenders from the mounds. But the garrison made a stout defence of the city from the
walls. The whole place was filled with corpses, wreckage, armour, and missiles, of which some
were just sinking, while others, after sinking from the violence of the first shock, floated on the
waters. A vast number of barbarian shields and also ship's benches, as a result of the collisions of
the siege-engines on the ships, drifted on the surface. The mass of floating weapons almost
covered the whole surface between the wall and the mounds. The lake was turned to gore, and all
about the walls echoed the groans of the barbarians, slaying not, but being slain2! in manifold
ways and by all manner of wounds.)

Tig &v afiwg TV Spwpévwy Ginyoito; mdp pév &vieto taic domiow, E€E&mmtov 68 TGOV OmMATOD
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g€adAopevol TOV punyovnpdtwy mpiv Héatog dyaobal PANBEVTEG 00 cwtnpiav, Kov@dTepov 62
gvpov TOVL2Z BGvatov. Tovg 8¢ 00BE VeV £ibdTag drAeéoTepor TGOV MPGoOey dmoAAvpévoug Tig Gv
('xEuI)crusv apOpod kol um’]unq, ém)xa{\ysl ue, kaO' Ekaotov el nmdow EnefelOeiv Povdoiuny, O
XPOVOG: TO Ka(p(x?\(xlov 6& axovew (xnoxpn [B] tadtnv HAlog £meibe T pdynv &vaGTov
(xvepwnmq TOV eunpooeav xpovov- TadTa TT]D TTAXLOD (X?x(XZO])SI(X]) HAevle OV Mnf)(m) TU(pov
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TéAo¢g £oyev ailoypov Kol emoveibiotov, £vapyioTepor TOV GOKOOVTWY slval yvwpipwv fHuiv
KaT€0TNoep. O pev énelpdto mAeiv Kol meCedeww dmevoavtiov Tf @boel poydnevog kai, [C] domep
oLV WETO, KPATGWD NIelpov @Ooewg Kol BaAdting avdpog "EAANvog NTtdto co@lag Kol PWuNg
OTPATIWTAOD 00 TPLEHEY PEPEAETNKOTWY 0oLOE Bovhebew, GAN’ £AevBépwg Gpyeobol Kol mMOVEiV
elbotwv. 6 6 Taic mapaokevaic ekeivov Kkatabeéotepog, EpmAnktog 6& pdAlov Kol Tf) pavig Tovg
Adwadag deppadroperog pévov oYL TO TANCioY 6poG EYVPWKMG AP@EIKAADYAL T TOAEL, ETAPLELG
6¢ [D] motap®v pedpota Kol T Teiyn 6loaddoag ov6e &telyiotov Tiig mMOAEwC MEPLYEVOUEDVOC
Eoyev £’ OTw oepvdvnto, KaBdmep 6 EépEng taic AOfvoig £ppfadiwv THY @Adya. Eémovniel 6
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MPUYRATWY IapaynYy ®omep £puua Tfg adToD MPoBaAAONEVOC CWTNPLAG.

(Who could find suitable words to describe all that was done there? They hurled fire down on to
the shields, and many of the hoplites fell half-burned, while others who fled from the flames could
not escape the danger from the missiles. But some while still swimming were wounded in the
back and sank to the bottom, while others who jumped from the siege-engines were hit before
they touched the water, and so found not safety indeed but an easier death. As for those who
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knew not how to swim, and perished more obscurely than those just mentioned, who would
attempt to name or number them? Time would fail me did I desire to recount all this in detail. It
is enough that you should hear the sum of the matter. On that day the sun beheld a battle the like
of which no man had ever known before. These events exposed the historic boastings of the
Medes as only empty conceit. Till then men had hardly believed that Xerxes could have had so
huge an armament, seeing that for all its size its fate was so shameful and ignominious; but these
events made the fact clearer to us than things long familiar and obvious. Xerxes tried to sail and
to march by fighting against the laws of nature, and, as he thought, overcame the nature of the
sea and of the dry land, but he proved to be no match for the wisdom and endurance of a Greek
whose soldiers had not been bred in the school of luxury, nor learned to be slaves, but knew how
to obey and to use their energies like free-born men. That man,22 however, though he had no
such vast armament as Xerxes, was even more insensate, and outdid the Aloadae in his
infatuation, as if almost he had conceived the idea of overwhelming the city with the mountain!24
that was hard by. Then he turned the currents of rivers against its walls and undermined them,
but even when the city had lost its walls he could not succeed in taking it, so that he had not even
that triumph to boast of, as Xerxes had when he set fire to Athens. So, after spending four
months, he retreated with an army that had lost many thousands, and he who had always seemed
to be irresistible was glad to keep the peace, and to use as a bulwark for his own safety the fact
that you had no time to spare and that our own affairs were in confusion.)

Tadta Katadmor €m THe Aolag Tpémata Kod vikag, [29] €m thv Edp@mmy &kpfitag nNyeg to
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G€lov prnodijvar mdhat mote ypnoapévng toyn towadty, [D] Fadatdr otpat kol KeAtdv £¢ TadTo
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(Such were the trophies and victories that you left behind you in Asia, and you led your troops to
Europe in perfect condition, determined to fill the whole world with the monuments of your
victories. Even if I had nothing more wonderful to relate about you, what I have said is enough to
demonstrate that in good sense and energy you surpass all those in the past whose fortune was
the same as yours. Indeed to have repulsed the whole strength of Persia and remain unscathed,
not to have lost so much as a soldier from the ranks, much less a town or fort, and finally to have
brought the siege to so brilliant and unprecedented a conclusion,—what achievement I ask in the
past could one compare with this? The Carthaginians were famous for their daring in the face of
danger, but they ended in disaster. The siege of Plataea shed lustre on its citizens, but all that
their valour could do for those unhappy men was to make their misfortunes more widely known.
What need to quote Messene or Pylos, since there the defeated did not make a brave defence nor
was a vigorous assault necessary to subdue them? As for the Syracusans, they had their famous
man of science!28 to aid them against the armaments of Rome and our illustrious general,'?” but
what did he avail them in the end? Did they not fall more ignominiously than the rest, and were
only spared to be a glorious monument of their conqueror's clemency? But if I wished to reckon
up all the states that could not withstand armaments inferior to their own, how many volumes do
you think would suffice? Rome, however, I ought perhaps to mention, because long ago she had
just such a fortune, I mean when the Galatians and Celts!2® conspired together, and without
warning poured down on the city like a winter torrent.12? The citizens occupied the famous hill2¢
on which stands the statue of Jupiter. There they intrenched themselves with wicker barricades
and such like defences, as though with a wall, while the enemy offered no hindrance nor
ventured to approach to attack at close quarters, and so they won the day.)
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(It is with this siege that the recent one may well be compared, at least in the issue of its
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fortunes; for the actual occurrences could not be paralleled in all history. For who ever heard of
surrounding a city with water, and from without throwing hills about it like nets, then hurling at
it, like a siege-engine, a river that flowed in a steady stream and broke against its walls, or of
fighting like that which took place in the water and about the wall where it had fallen in? For my
purpose, this is, as I said, evidence enough. But what remains to tell is far more awe-inspiring.
And perhaps, since I have undertaken to record, as far as possible, all that you accomplished, it is
not fair to break off my narrative at the point where you were at the very height of your activity.
For even while you were occupied by the interests I have just described, you arranged your
affairs in Europe, despatching embassies, spending money, and sending out the legions that were
garrisoning Paeonia against the Scythians, all of which was with the intention of preventing that
feeble old mani3? from being overpowered by the usurper.!3* But how could one, with the best
will in the world, present all this in a short speech?)
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(No sooner had you set out for the seat of war, than this very man, who had all along protested
that he would loyally continue to guard your interests, though you had reinforced him with
money, troops, and everything of the sort, was driven to folly and madness by I know not what
evil spirit, and came to terms with the most execrable of mankind, the common enemy of all who
care for peace and cherish harmony above all things, and more particularly your enemy for
personal reasons. But you were undismayed by the magnitude of his preparations, nor would you
admit that a conspiracy of traitors could overreach your own wise purpose. One!4? of the pair you
justly accused of treason, the other!%! of infamous crimes besides, and deeds of lawless violence,
and you summoned the former to trial and judgment before the legions, the latter you decided to
leave to the arbitrament of war. Then he met you face to face, that honourable and prudent old
man, who used to change his opinions more easily than any child, and, though he had begged for
them, forgot all your favours as soon as the need had passed. He arrived with his phalanxes of
hoplites and squadrons of cavalry, intending to compel, if he could not persuade you, to take no
action and return the way you came. When, then, you saw this man, who had protested that he
would continue to be your ally and general, playing an enemy's part and claiming an equal share
of your empire, you were not at all dismayed, though his troops outnumbered yours. For you had
not brought your whole force with you since you decided that to fight it out with such odds
against you might be courageous but was in every way hazardous, even if you won the battle,
because of that other savage usurper'*? who was lying in wait for a favourable opportunity!43
when you should be in difficulties. You therefore made a wise resolve in preferring to achieve
success single-handed, and you mounted the platform with him who for the moment was your
colleague in empire. He was escorted by a whole host of hoplites with glittering weapons,144
presenting drawn swords and spears, a sight to make a coward shake with fear, though it
inspired and supported one so brave and gallant as yourself. Now when first you began to speak,
silence fell on the whole army and every man strained his ears to hear. Many shed tears and
raised their hands to heaven, though even this they did in silence, so as to be unobserved. Some
again showed their affection in their faces, but all showed it by their intense eagerness to hear
your words. When your speech reached its climax, they were carried away by enthusiasm and
burst into applause, then eager to miss no word they became quiet again. Finally, won by your
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arguments, they hailed you as their only Emperor, demanded that you alone should rule the
whole empire, and bade you lead them against your adversary, promising to follow you and
begging you to take back the imperial insignia. You, however, thought it beneath you to stretch
out your hand for them or to take them by force. Then against his will and with reluctance, but
yielding at last to what is called Thessalian persuasion,!4® he took off the purple robe and offered
it to you. What a heroic figure yours was then, when, in a single day, you became master of all
those races, those legions, all that wealth, when you stripped of his power and took prisoner one
who, if not in fact yet in intention, had shown that he was your enemy!)
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(Did you not behave more nobly and more generously to him than Cyrus did to his own
grandfather? For you deprived your enemy's followers of nothing, but protected their privileges
and, I understand, gave many of them presents besides. Who saw you despondent before your
triumph or unduly elated after it? Orator, general, virtuous emperor, distinguished soldier,
though men give you all these titles, how can any praise of ours be adequate? Long had the
orator's platform been wholly disconnected from the general's functions!®3; and it was reserved
for you to combine them once more in your person, in this surely following the example of
Odysseus and Nestor and the Roman generals who sacked Carthage; for these men were always
even more formidable to wrong-doers whom they attacked from the platform than to the enemy
in the field of battle. Indeed I pay all the homage due to the forcible eloquence of Demosthenes
and his imitators, but when I consider the conditions of your harangue I can never admit that
there is any comparison between your theatre and theirs. For they never had to address an
audience of hoplites nor had they such great interests at stake, but only money, or honour, or
reputation, or friends whom they had undertaken to assist, yet when the citizens clamoured in
dissent, they often, I believe, left the platform pale and trembling, like generals who prove to be
cowards when they have to face the enemy in battle-line. Indeed from all history it would be
impossible to cite an achievement as great as yours when you acquired control of all those races
by judicial pleading alone; and moreover you had to make out your case against a man not by any
means to be despised, as many people think, but one who had won distinction in many
campaigns, who was full of years, who had the reputation of experience gained in a long career,
and had for a considerable period been in command of the legions there present. What
overwhelming eloquence that must have been! How truly did “persuasion sit on your lips”15 and
had the power to “leave a sting” in the souls of that motley crowd of men, and to win you a
victory that in importance rivals any that were ever achieved by force of arms, only that yours
was stainless and unalloyed, and was more like the act of a priest going to the temple of his god
than of an emperor going to war. It is true indeed that the Persians have a similar instance to
quote, but it falls far short of what you did, I mean that on their father's death the sons of Darius
quarrelled about the succession to the throne and appealed to justice rather than to arms to
arbitrate their case. But between you and your brothers there never arose any dispute, either in
word or deed, nay not one, for it was in fact more agreeable to you to share the responsibility
with them than to be the sole ruler of the world. But your quarrel was with one who, though his
actions had not so far been impious or criminal, was shown to have a treasonable purpose, and
you brought proofs to make that treason manifest.)
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(After your harangue there followed a brilliant campaign and a war truly sacred, though it was
not on behalf of sacred territory, like the Phocian war, which we are told was waged!®® in the
days of our ancestors, but was to avenge the laws and the constitution and the slaughter of
countless citizens, some of whom the usurper'®’ had put to death, while others he was just about
to kill or was trying to arrest. It was really as though he was afraid that otherwise he might be
considered, for all his vices, a Roman citizen instead of a genuine barbarian. As for his crimes
against your house, though they were quite as flagrant as his outrages against the state, you
thought it became you to devote less attention to them. So true it is, that, then as now, you rated
the common weal higher than your private interests.)
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(I need not mention all the usurper's offences against the community and against individuals. He
assassinated his own master. For he had actually been the slave of the murdered emperor's
ancestors, a miserable remnant saved from the spoils of Germany. And then he aimed at ruling
over us, he who had not even the right to call himself free, had you not granted him the privilege.
Those in command of the legions he imprisoned and put to death, while to the common soldiers
he behaved with such abject servility and deference that he ruined their discipline. Then he
enacted those fine laws of his, a property tax of fifty per cent., and threatened the disobedient
with death, while any slave who pleased might inform against his master. Then he compelled
those who did not want it to purchase the imperial property. But time would fail me were I to tell
of all his crimes and of the vast proportions that his tyranny had assumed. As for the armament
which he had collected to use against the barbarians but actually employed against us, who could
give you an adequate report of its strength? There were Celts and Galatians!®> who had seemed
1nv1nc1b1e even to our ancestors, and who had so often like a winter torrent that sweeps all before

t,266 poured down on the Italians and Illyrians, and, following up their repeated victories on the
f1eld of battle, had even invaded Asia, and then became our subjects because they had no choice.
They had been enrolled in the ranks of our armies and furnished levies that won a brilliant
reputation, being enlisted by your ancestors, and, later, by your father. Then, since they enjoyed
the blessings of long-continued peace, and their country increased in wealth and population, they
furnished your brothers with considerable levies, and finally, by compulsion, not choice, they all
in a body took part in the usurper's campaign. The most enthusiastic of his followers were, in
virtue of their ties of kinship, the Franks and Saxons, the most warlike of the tribes who live
beyond the Rhine and on the shores of the western sea. And since every city and every fortified
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place on the banks of the Rhine was shorn of its garrison, that whole region was left with no
defence against the barbarians, and all that splendidly organised army was despatched against
us. Every town in Galatial®’ was like a camp preparing for war. Nothing was to be seen but
weapons of war and forces of cavalry, infantry, archers, and javelin men. When these allies of the
usurper began to pour into Italy from all quarters and there joined the troops who had been
enrolled long before, there was no one so bold as not to feel terror and dismay at the tempest
that threatened.l®® It seemed to all as though a thunderbolt had fallen from the Alps, a bolt that
no action could avert, no words describe. It struck terror into the Illyrians, the Paeonians, the
Thracians, the Scythians; the dwellers in Asia believed it was directed entirely against
themselves, and even the Persians began to get ready to oppose it in their country's defence. But
the usurper thought his task was easy, and that he would have little difficulty in baffling your
wisdom and energy, and already fixed his covetous gaze on the wealth of India and the
magnificence of Persia. To such an excess of folly and rashness had he come, and after a success
wholly insignificant, I mean the affair of the scouts whom, while they were unprotected by the
main army, he ambushed and cut in pieces. So true it is that when fools meet with undeserved
successi®® they often find it is but the prelude to greater misfortunes. And so, elated by this
stroke of luck, he left the fortified posts that protected the Italian frontier, and marched towards
the Norici and the Paeonians, taking no precautions, because he thought that speed would serve
him better than force of arms or courage.)
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(The moment that you learned this, you led your army out of the narrow and dangerous passes,
and he followed in pursuit, as he thought, unaware that he was being outgeneralled, until you
both reached open country. When the plains before Myrsal’?2 were in sight, the cavalry of both
armies were drawn up on the wings, while the infantry formed the centre. Then your Majesty
kept the river on your right, and, outflanking the enemy with your left, you at once turned and
broke his phalanx, which indeed had from the first the wrong formation, since it had been drawn
up by one who knew nothing of war or strategy. Then he who so far had thought he was the
pursuer did not even join battle, but took to headlong flight, dismayed by the clash of weapons;
he could not even listen without trembling when the legions shouted their battle-song. His ranks
had been thrown into disorder, but the soldiers formed into companies and renewed the battle.
For they disdained to be seen in flight, and to give an example in their own persons of what had
hitherto been inconceivable to all men, I mean a Celtic or Galatian!?3 soldier turning his back to
the enemy. The barbarians too, who, if defeated, could not hope to make good their retreat, were
resolved either to conquer, or not to perish till they had severely punished their opponents. Just
see the extraordinary daring of the usurper's troops in the face of dangers and their great
eagerness to come to close quarters!)
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(Our men, on the other hand, had so far carried all before them and were anxious to retain the
good opinion of their comrades and of the Emperor, and were moreover stimulated by their
successes in the past and by the almost incredible brilliance of their exploits in this very
engagement, and, ambitious as they were to end the day as gloriously as they had begun it,
cheerfully encountered toil and danger. So they charged again as though the battle had only just
begun, and gave a wonderful display of daring and heroism. For some hurled themselves full on
the enemy's swords, or seized the enemy's shields, others, when their horses were wounded and
the riders thrown, at once transformed themselves into hoplites. The usurper's army meanwhile
did the same and pressed our infantry hard. Neither side gained the advantage, till the
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cuirassiers by their archery, aided by the remaining force of cavalry, who spurred on their horses
to the charge, had begun to inflict great loss on the enemy, and by main force to drive the whole
army before them. Some directed their flight to the plain, and of these a few were saved just in
time by the approach of night. The rest were flung into the river, crowded together like a herd of
oxen or brute beasts. Thus did the usurper's army reap the fruits of his cowardice, while their
valour availed him nothing.)
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(The trophy that you set up for that victory was far more brilliant than your father's. He led an
army that had always proved itself invincible, and with it conquered a miserable old man.lZ But
the tyranny that you suppressed was flourishing and had reached its height, partly through the
crimes that had been committed, but still more because so many of the youth were on that side,
and you took the field against it with legions that had been trained by yourself. What emperor
can one cite in the past who first planned and then reproduced so admirable a type of cavalry,
and such accoutrements? First you trained yourself to wear them, and then you taught others
how to use such weapons so that none could withstand them. This is a subject on which many
have ventured to speak, but they have failed to do it justice, so much so that those who heard
their description, and later had the good fortune to see for themselves, decided that their eyes
must accept what their ears had refused to credit. Your cavalry was almost unlimited in numbers
and they all sat their horses like statues, while their limbs were fitted with armour that followed
closely the outline of the human form. It covers the arms from wrist to elbow and thence to the
shoulder, while a coat of mail protects the shoulders, back and breast. The head and face are
covered by a metal mask which makes its wearer look like a glittering statue, for not even the
thighs and legs and the very ends of the feet lack this armour. It is attached to the cuirass by fine
chain-armour like a web, so that no part of the body is visible and uncovered, for this woven
covering protects the hands as well, and is so flexible that the wearers can bend even their
fingers.17Z All this I desire to represent in words as vividly as I can, but it is beyond my powers,
and I can only ask those who wish to know more about this armour to see it with their own eyes,
and not merely to listen to my description.)
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(Now that I have told the story of this first campaign, which was fought at the end of the autumn,
shall I here break off my narrative? Or is it altogether unfair to withhold the end and issue of
your achievements from those who are eager to hear? Winter overtook us and gave the usurper a
chance to escape punishment. Then followed a splendid proclamation worthy of your imperial
generosity. An amnesty was granted to those who had taken sides with the usurper, except when
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they had shared the guilt of those infamous murders. Thus they who had never hoped even to see
again anything that they held dear, recovered their houses, money, and native land. Then you
welcomed the fleet which arrived from Italy bringing thence many citizens who, no doubt, had
fled from the usurper's savage cruelty. Then when the occasion demanded that you should take
the field, you again menaced the usurper. He however took cover in the fastnesses of Italy and
hid his army away there in the mountains, wild-beast fashion, and never even dared to carry on
the war beneath the open heavens. But he betook himself to the neighbouring towni8® which is
devoted to pleasure and high living, and spent his time in public shows and sensual pleasures,
believing that the impassable mountains alone would suffice for his safety. Moreover,
intemperate as he was by nature, he thought it clear gain to be able to indulge his appetites at so
dangerous a crisis, and he evidently placed too much confidence in the safety of his position,
because the town is cut off from that part of Italy by a natural rampart of mountains, except the
half that is bounded by a shoaling sea, which resembles the marshes of Egypt and makes that
part of the country inaccessible even to an invading fleet. It seems however as though nature
herself will not devise any safeguard for the sensual and cowardly against the temperate and
brave, for when prudence and courage advance hand in hand she makes everything give way
before them. Long since she revealed to us those arts through which we have attained an
abundance of what was once thought to be unattainable, and in the field of individual effort we
see that what seemed impossible for many working together to achieve can be accomplished by a
prudent man. And since by your own actions you demonstrated this fact it is only fair, O my
Emperor, that you should accept my words to that effect.)
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(For you conducted the campaign under the open skies, and that though there was a city of some
importance near at hand, and moreover you encouraged your men to work hard and to take risks,
not merely by giving orders, but by your own personal example. You discovered a path hitherto
unknown to all, and you sent forward a strong detachment of hoplites chosen from your whole
army; then when you had ascertained that they had come up with the enemy, you led forward
your army in person, surrounded them, and defeated his whole force. This happened before
dawn, and before noon the news was brought to the usurper. He was attending a horse-race at a
festival, and was expecting nothing of what took place. How his attitude changed, what was his
decision about the crisis, how he abandoned the town and in fact all Italy, and fled, thus
beginning to expiate his murders and all his earlier crimes, it is not for this speech to relate. Yet
though the respite he gained was so brief, he proceeded to act no less wickedly than in the past.
So true is it that by the sufferings of the body alone it is impossible for the wicked to cleanse
their souls of evil. For when he reached Galatia,!®3 this ruler who was so righteous and law-
abiding, so far surpassed his own former cruelty that he now bethought himself of all the ruthless
and brutal modes of punishment that he had then overlooked, and derived the most exquisite
pleasure from the spectacle of the sufferings of the wretched citizens. He would bind them alive
to chariots and, letting the teams gallop, would order the drivers to drag them along while he
stood by and gazed at their sufferings. In fact he spent his whole time in amusements of this sort,
until, like an Olympic victor, you threw him in the third encounter!®* and forced him to pay a
fitting penalty for his infamous career, namely to thrust into his own breast that very sword
which he had stained with the slaughter of so many citizens.!# Never, in my opinion, was there a
punishment more suitable or more just than this, nor one that gave greater satisfaction to the
whole human race, which was now really liberated from such cruelty and harshness, and at once
began to exult in the good government that we enjoy to this day. Long may we continue to enjoy
it, O all-merciful Providence!)

‘Epol 6¢ moBobvTt nev €mefeAbeiv dmaot toic oot mpoayBeiow, dmoAeuropévw 6& oLYYPOUND
elkétwg, w péyrote Baotred, mapé€elg, el pite OV amootéAwy tov émt Kapyndova pvnuovedoiut
amd te Alydmtov mapookevaofivtwr Kol £E186 Ttadiag £m’ adTnY mAevodvtwy, PATE WG TODV
IMupnraiwy 6pdY EKPATNOAG PALOIY EKIEPYHC £’ AT oTpdtevpa, pite TV [D] Evayyog oot


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_180
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_181
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_182
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_183
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_184
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_185
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_186

[pg 106]

[pg 108]

MOAAGKLC npbq TO0Lq Bapﬁdpouc np(xxeévm)v pAT’ el L TolodToV ETEPOV TGOV HmAAXL YEYOVOQ
}\a}xnes TOLG noM\ouq £mel Kol TN Avuoxou méAw Eavtnr codi®? éndvvpov £movopdfovoav
AKODW MOAAGKLC. £0TL pev yap S TOv KTioovTa, mAovtel 6 f6n Kol mpo¢ dmacav svmopiow
EmbEbwKE 610 0€ AMpévag evOPPOLG TOIC KaTaipovol mapaoyévta: Téwg &€ o0OE mapamAeiv
aoeadeg ovde akivbuvvov £60kel [41] obTwg MY mAvTa OKOMEAWY TWGOV Kol HETPOV DOGAWD
avdmisa ThHe Oahdoong thobe mpog taig Noot. oTodg 6 Kol Kprvag Kal 6oa TotadTa mapd TGOV
vmGpywv 6 oe yéyovep ovde ovopdlew G&lov. dmdéoa 6 Tf maTPQ mMOAEL IPOCTEDEIKAG, TETYOG
per o0t KOKAW mepfadwv ap€dpevov tote, Ta SorodvTa 6& 0OK do@addg Exewlsd v
oikoBounpdtwr eic abdvator dodisioar KatatiOeig, ti¢ av amapiOpnooito; [B] émAcsiyel npe
TODTWY EKAOTOV O Ypovog inyoducvov.

(I would fain recite every single one of your achievements, but you will with reason pardon me,
most mighty Emperor, if I fall short of that ambition and omit to mention the naval armament
against Carthage which was equipped in Egypt and set sail from Italy to attack her, and also your
conquest of the Pyrenees, against which you sent an army by sea, and your successes against the
barbarians, which of late have been so frequent, and all such successes in the past as have not
become a matter of common knowledge. For example, I often hear that even Antioch now calls
herself by your name. Her existence she does indeed owe to her founder,1® but her present
wealth and increase in every sort of abundance she owes to you, since you provided her with
harbours that offer good anchorage for those who put in there. For till then it was considered a
dangerous risk even to sail past Antioch; so full were all the waters of that coast, up to the very
shores, of rocks and sunken reefs. I need not stop to mention the porticoes, fountains, and other
things of the kind that you caused to be bestowed on Antioch by her governors. As to your
benefactions to the city of your ancestors,?¢ you built round it a wall that was then only begun,
and all buildings that seemed to be unsound you restored and made safe for all time. But how
could one reckon up all these things? Time will fail me if I try to tell everything separately.)
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(The time has now come when it is proper to consider whether your career, so far as I have
described it, is at every point in harmony with virtue and the promptings of a noble disposition.
For to this, as I said at the beginning of my speech, I think it right to pay special attention. Let
me therefore mention once more what I said some time ago, that to your father you were dutiful
and affectionate, and that you constantly maintained friendly relations with your brothers, for
your father you were ever willing to obey, and as the colleague of your brothers in the empire you
always displayed moderation. And if anyone thinks this a trifling proof of merit, let him consider
the case of Alexander the son of Philip, and Cyrus the son of Cambyses, and then let him applaud
your conduct. For Alexander, while still a mere boy, showed clearly that he would no longer
brook his father's control, while Cyrus dethroned his grandfather. Yet no one is so foolish as to
suppose that, since you displayed such modesty and self-control towards your father and
brothers, you were not fully equal to Alexander and Cyrus in greatness of soul and ambition for
glory. For when fortune offered you the opportunity to claim as your right the empire of the
world, you were the first to make the essay, though there were many who advised otherwise and
tried to persuade you to the contrary course. Accordingly, when you had carried through the war
that you had in hand, and that with the utmost ease and so as to ensure safety for the future, you
resolved to liberate that part of the empire which had been occupied by the enemy, and the
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reason that you assigned for going to war was most just and such as had never before arisen,
namely your detestation of those infamous men. Civil war one could not call it, for its leader was
a barbarian who had proclaimed himself emperor and elected himself general. I dislike to speak
too often of his evil deeds and the crimes that he committed against your house. But could
anything be more heroic than your line of action? For should you fail in your undertaking the risk
involved was obvious. But you faced it, and you were not bidding for gain, nay nor for undying
renown, for whose sake brave men so often dare even to die, selling their lives for glory as
though it were gold, nor was it from desire of wider or more brilliant empire, for not even in your
youth were you ambitious of that, but it was because you were in love with the abstract beauty of
such an achievement, and thought it your duty to endure anything rather than see a barbarian
ruling over Roman citizens, making himself master of the laws and constitution and offering
public prayers for the common weal, guilty as he was of so many impious crimes and murders.
Who could fail to be dazzled by the splendour of your armament and the vast scale of your
expenditure? And yet I am told that Xerxes, when he mustered all Asia against the Greeks, spent
no less than ten years in preparing for that war. Then he set out with twelve hundred triremes,
from the very spot, as I understand, where you gathered your fleet together, having built it in
rather less than ten months, and yet you had more ships than Xerxes. But neither his fortune nor
his achievements can properly be compared with yours.)
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(I fear that it is beyond my powers to describe the magnificence of your outlay for other
purposes, nor will I risk being tedious by staying now to count up the sums you bestowed on
cities that had long been destitute. For whereas, in the time of your predecessors, they lacked the
necessaries of life, they have all become rich through you, and the general prosperity of each city
increases the welfare of every private household in it. But it is proper that I should mention your
gifts to private persons, and give you the title of a generous and open-handed Emperor; for since
there were many who long ago had lost their property, because, in some cases justly, in others
unjustly, their ancestral estates had suffered loss, you had no sooner come into power, than like a
just judge you set right in the latter cases the errors committed by men in the past, and restored
them to the control of their property, while in the former cases you were a kindly arbiter, and
granted that they should recover what they had lost, thinking that to have suffered so long was
punishment enough. Then you lavished large sums from your privy purse, and increased the
reputation for wealth of many who even in the past had prided themselves on their large
incomes. But why should I remind you of all this and seem to waste time over trifles? Especially
as it must be obvious to all that no king except Alexander the son of Philip was ever known to
bestow such splendid presents on his friends. Indeed some kings have thought that the wealth of
their friends gave more grounds for suspicion and alarm than did the resources of their enemies,
while others were jealous of the aristocrats among their subjects, and therefore persecuted the
well-born in every possible way, or even exterminated their houses, and thus were responsible for
the public disasters of their cities and, in private life, for the most infamous crimes. There were
some who went so far as to envy mere physical advantages, such as health or good looks, or good
condition. And as for a virtuous character among their subjects, they could not bear even to hear
of it, but counted it a crime like murder or theft or treason to appear to lay claim to virtue. But
perhaps someone will say, and with truth, that these were the actions and practices not of
genuine kings but of base and contemptible tyrants. Nay, but that other malady which has been
known to attack not only those who were irrational, but some even who were just and mild, I
mean the tendency to quarrel with friends who were too prosperous and to wish to humble them
and deprive them of their rightful possessions, who I ask has ever dared so much as to mention
such conduct in your case? Yet such, they say, was the treatment that Cyrus the Persian, the
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king's son-in-law, received from his kinsman,® who could not brook the honour in which Cyrus
was held by the common people, and Agesilaus also is well known to have resented the honours
paid to Lysander by the Ionians.)
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(All these, then, you have surpassed in merit, for you have made their wealth more secure for the
rich than a father would for his own children, and you take thought that your subjects shall be
well-born, as though you were the founder and law-giver of every single city. Those to whom
fortune has been generous you still further enrich, and in many cases men owe all their wealth to
your generosity, so that in amount your gifts clearly surpass those of other princes, while, in
security of ownership of what has once been given, you cast into the shade any favours bestowed
by democracies.1?® And this is, I think, very natural. For when men are conscious that they lack
certain advantages, they envy those who do possess them, but when a man is more brilliantly
endowed by fortune than any of his fellows, and by his own initiative has won even higher
dignities than fate had assigned him, he lacks nothing, and there is none whom he need envy.
And since you realise that in your case this is especially true, you rejoice at the good fortune of
others and take pleasure in the successes of your subjects. You have already bestowed on them
certain honours, and other honours you are on the point of bestowing, and you are making plans
for the benefit of yet other persons. Nor are you content to award to your friends the government
of a single city or nation, or even of many such, with the honours attaching thereto. But unless
you chose a colleague!®® to share that empire on whose behalf you had spared no pains to
exterminate the brood of usurpers, you thought that no act of yours could be worthy of your
former achievements. That you reached this decision not so much because it was necessary as
because you take pleasure in giving all that you have to give, is, I suppose, well known to all. For
you chose no colleague to aid you in your contests with the usurpers, but you thought it right that
one who had not shared in the toil should share in the honour and glory, and that only when all
danger seemed to be over. And it is well known that from that honour you subtract not even a
trifling part, though you do not demand that he should share the danger even in some small
degree, except indeed when it was necessary for a short time that he should accompany you on
your campaign. Does my account of this call for any further witnesses or proofs? Surely it is
obvious that he who tells the tale would not be the one to introduce a fictitious account. But on
this part of my subject I must not spend any more time.)
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(A few words about your temperance, your wisdom, and the affection that you inspired in your
subjects, will not, I think, be out of place. For who is there among them all who does not know
that from boyhood you cultivated the virtue of temperance as no one had ever done before you?
That in your youth you possessed that virtue your father is a trustworthy witness, for he
entrusted to you alone the management of affairs of state and all that related to your brothers,
although you were not even the eldest of his sons. And that you still display it, now that you are a
man, we are all well aware, since you ever behave towards the people and the magistrates like a
citizen who obeys the laws, not like a king who is above the laws. For who ever saw you made
arrogant by prosperity? Who ever saw you uplifted by those successes, so numerous and so
splendid, and so quickly achieved? They say that Alexander, Philip's son, when he had broken the
power of Persia, not only adopted a more ostentatious mode of life and an insolence of manner
obnoxious to all, but went so far as to despise the father that begat him, and indeed the whole
human race. For he claimed to be regarded as the son of Ammon instead of the son of Philip, and
when some of those who had taken part in his campaigns could not learn to flatter him or to be
servile, he punished them more harshly than the prisoners of war. But the honour that you paid
to your father need I speak of in this place? Not only did you revere him in private life, but
constantly, where men were gathered together in public, you sang his praises as though he were
a beneficent hero-god. And as for your friends, you grant them that honour not merely in name,
but by your actions you make their title sure. Can any one of them, I ask, lay to your charge the
loss of any right, or any penalty or injury suffered, or any overbearing act either serious or
trifling? Nay there is not one who could bring any such accusation. For your friends who were far
advanced in years remained in office till the appointed end of their lives, and only laid down with
life itself their control of public business, and then they handed on their possessions to their
children or friends or some member of their family. Others again, when their strength failed for
work or military service, received an honourable discharge, and are now spending their last days
in prosperity; yet others have departed this life, and the people call them blessed. In short there
is no man who having once been held worthy of the honour of your friendship, ever suffered any
punishment great or small, even though later he proved to be vicious. For them all that he had to
do was to depart and give no further trouble.)
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(While this has been your character from first to last in all these relations, you always kept your
soul pure of every indulgence to which the least reproach is attached. In fact I should say that
you alone, of all the emperors that ever were, nay of all mankind almost, with very few
exceptions, are the fairest example of modesty, not to men only but to women also in their
association with men. For all that is forbidden to women by the laws that safeguard the
legitimacy of offspring, your reason ever denies to your passions. But though I could say still
more on this subject, I refrain.)
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(Your wisdom it is by no means easy to praise as it deserves, but I must say a few words about it.
Your actions, however, are more convincing, I think, than my words. For it is not likely that this
great and mighty empire would have attained such dimensions or achieved such splendid results,
had it not been directed and governed by an intelligence to match. Indeed, when it is entrusted to
luck alone, unaided by wisdom, we may be thankful if it last for any length of time. It is easy by
depending on luck to flourish for a brief space, but without the aid of wisdom it is very hard, or
rather I might say impossible, to preserve the blessings that have been bestowed. And, in short, if
we need cite a convincing proof of this, we do not lack many notable instances. For by wise
counsel we mean the ability to discover most successfully the measures that will be good and
expedient when put into practice. It is therefore proper to consider in every case whether this
wise counsel may not be counted as one of the things you have achieved. Certainly when there
was need of harmony you gladly gave way, and when it was your duty to aid the community as a
whole you declared for war with the utmost readiness. And when you had defeated the forces of
Persia without losing a single hoplite, you made two separate campaigns against the usurpers,
and after overcoming one of them?2% by your public harangue, you added to your army his forces,
which were fresh and had suffered no losses, and finally, by intelligence rather than by brute
force, you completely subdued the other usurper who had inflicted so many sufferings on the
community. I now desire to speak more clearly on this subject and to demonstrate to all what it
was that you chiefly relied on and that secured you from failure in every one of those great
enterprises to which you devoted yourself. It is your conviction that the affection of his subjects is
the surest defence of an emperor. Now it is the height of absurdity to try to win that affection by
giving orders, and levying it as though it were a tax or tribute. The only alternative is the policy
that you have yourself pursued, I mean of doing good to all men and imitating the divine nature
on earth. To show mercy even in anger, to take away their harshness from acts of vengeance, to
display kindness and toleration to your fallen enemies, this was your practice, this you always
commended and enjoined on others to imitate, and thus, even while the usurper still controlled
Italy, you transferred Rome to Paeonia by means of the Senate and inspired the cities with zeal
for undertaking public services.)
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Aopmpd. GAAX TO PKPOD PeTX TN Tod TupdVYoL GuoTuyf TedevTny £V Iodatiq YyEVSPEVOV KOWTV
amnavtwy £6e1€e otpatonédwr TNV gbvolav, TOv Bpacvvépcvor KabOdmep £m’ Epnuilag Kol THY
yuovoaikeiav dhovpyiba mepipaddépevov womep Tivd ADKovZ? £€aigung Slaomaocapévwy. dotig b
&m tadtn yéyovag T mpd€el, Kol Onwg mpdwg dmaot kol MAavOpWnwg toig £keivov yvwpipolg
npoonpréyxdng, éool undev HAéyyovto ékelvw ovpmpd&avteg, MOAAOY £QPEOTNKOTWY Ti KOTnyopiq
OLKO@AVTOD, [D] Kol Y mpog EKeTvov @LAlap DIOITEDEW POVOV KEAELOVTWD, £YW PEDV AMAONG
apeTiic tibegpat TobTo2 Ke@dAaiov. Kal yap £melKOG Kol Sikaiwg @nul Kol moAd mAéov Epepdvwg
nenpdyBat. 60Tig 6 GAAwG fyeital Kal THg mepl Tod npdypatog dAnbodg LmoANYewg Kad TG ofig
yroung diipapte. TovG pEY yap ovk edeyybévtag Sikalov N, wg eikdg, [49] 0wleobat, ddémTOLG
6& tag @lAlag Kol 61 ToDTO PELKTAG 0LBAPMC Hov BTV KATAOKELALEW, VIO TG TGOV LINMKOWD
govolag £¢ TodTo peyéBoug apBeic Kal mpdewr. GAAX Kol TOV maida Tod TeTOAPNKOTOC VAoV
KOop161) ¢ matpwag ovdep elaoag petaoyeiv (npiag. oVTW ool IPOG Emeikelap N mpd&lg pémovoa
tedeiag ApeTiig DIAPYEL yrOpLopa. * * *

(As for the affection of your armies, what description could do it justice? Even before the battle at

Myrsa, a division of cavalry came over to your side,?! and when you had conquered Italy bodies

of infantry and distinguished legions did the same. But what happened in Galatia2!2 shortly after
the usurper's miserable end demonstrated the universal loyalty of the garrisons to you; for when,
emboldened by his isolated position, another?2 dared to assume the effeminate purple, they
suddenly set on him as though he were a wolf and tore him limb from limb.24 Your behaviour
after that deed, your merciful and humane treatment of all those of his friends who were not
convicted of having shared his crimes, and that in spite of all the sycophants who came forward
with accusations and warned you to show only suspicion against friends of his, this I count as the
culmination of all virtue. What is more, I maintain that your conduct was not only humane and
just, but prudent in a still higher degree. He who thinks otherwise falls short of a true
understanding of both the circumstances and your policy. For that those who had not been
proved guilty should be protected was of course just, and you thought you ought by no means to
make friendship a reason for suspicion and so cause it to be shunned, seeing that it was due to
the loyal affection of your own subjects that you had attained to such power and accomplished so
much. But the son of that rash usurper, who was a mere child, you did not allow to share his
father's punishment. To such a degree does every act of yours incline towards clemency and is
stamped with the mint-mark of perfect virtue * * * * *)215
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Oration II

Introduction To Oration II

The Second Oration is a panegyric of the Emperor Constantius, written while Julian, after his
elevation to the rank of Caesar, was campaigning in Gaul.2!® It closely resembles and often
echoes the First, and was probably never delivered. In his detailed and forced analogies of the
achievements of Constantius with those of the Homeric heroes, always to the advantage of the
former, Julian follows a sophistic practice that he himself condemns,?'? and though he more than
once contrasts himself with the “ingenious rhetoricians” he is careful to observe all their rules,
even in his historical descriptions of the Emperor's campaigns. The long Platonic digression on
Virtue and the ideal ruler is a regular feature of a panegyric of this type, though Julian neglects
to make the direct application to Constantius. In the First Oration he quoted Homer only once,
but while the Second contains the usual comparisons with the Persian monarchs and Alexander,
its main object is to prove, by direct references to the Iliad, that Constantius surpassed Nestor in
strategy, Odysseus in eloquence, and in courage Hector, Sarpedon and Achilles.

IOYAIANOY KAIZAPOZ

(Julian, Caesar)

ITEPI TON TOY AYTOKPATOPOZX ITPAEZEQN H ITEPI BAXIAEIAZ.
(The Heroic Deeds of the Emperor Constantius, Or, On Kingship)

Tov ApiAAéa gnoiv N moinolg, omdte épnpioe Kol SinréyOn mpog tov Paotréa, pedeival pev taiv
yepolv Ty adypnv xod v doniba, yadtiplov 6 dppoodpevov koi K1B&pav ¢bew koi DUVEIL TGOV
NMUBEwr T mpd€elg, Kol TadTNy dlaywynr Thg Novyiag moleiobal, €0 pdAa £pgpoévwg TodTo
Sloavondévta. [D] O pév yap dmeybdvecbot Kol mapofovew Tov Baocihéa Alav abbabeg kol
dyprov- Toyov 6& ovde éxelvng dmoddeton THG pEpYewe 6 Thg BETI60G, 6TL TYHL KOpH TV EPywv
elg wbag kataypfital Kal Kpodpata, EE0v TdTe peEY £xecOat TV OmAwp Kol pun pediévat, avbig 6
£@’ novyiag vpveiv oV Baotréa kol Gbew ta Katopdwpata. [50] ob pny ob6E Tov Ayauéuvovd
enow O matnp EKelVwY TOV Adywy PETPIWC Kal MOATIKOG MPooeveyffval @ otpatny®, GAA’
ameldf] te ypfjofo kai £pyolg LRPICew, Tod yépwg dwalpoduevov. ovvdywr 68 adTovg £¢ TadTOY
aAANRAOLG eml TG EKKANOlaG petapeAopévoug, Tov pev g O£Tidog ekBodvTa

(Achilles, as the poet tells us, when his wrath was kindled and he quarrelled with the king,2!8 let
fall from his hands his spear and shield; then he strung his harp and lyre and sang and chanted
the deeds of the demi-gods, making this the pastime of his idle hours, and in this at least he
chose wisely. For to fall out with the king and affront him was excessively rash and violent. But
perhaps the son of Thetis is not free from this criticism either, that he spent in song and music
the hours that called for deeds, though at such a time he might have retained his arms and not
laid them aside, but later, at his leisure, he could have sung the praises of the king and chanted
his victories. Though indeed the author of that tale tells us that Agamemnon also did not behave
to his general either temperately or with tact, but first used threats and proceeded to insolent
acts, when he robbed Achilles of his prize of valour. Then Homer brings them, penitent now, face
to face in the assembly, and makes the son of Thetis exclaim)

Atpeibn, ) &p TL 166" dpgoTéporoy Epelov
"EmAeTo, ool Kol £pot,

(“Son of Atreus, verily it had been better on this wise for both thee and me!”219)

[B] eita émopopevov Tii npocpénom ™ ('xnsxeai(xc Kol amoplOpoducvor tag €K Thic pnvibog
Evp(pop(xc, oV BaoiAéa 6¢ aitidpevor Ala Kal Mmpow220 kol Epwov, 60kel pol 516Gokeww, Gotep
&v Bpdpatt Tolg mPoKeIpEVOLg arbpdoy olov elkKGO YpwWuHEVOG, OTL XpN TOLG pev Baotiéag pnbev
iSBpel MPATTELD unﬁé Tﬁ duvapet npbc amow Xpﬁoe(xl unﬁé é(ptévoa ™% GUu(I) K(xeécnsp {nmnw Opaoel
XT]TSI XOoAwod Kail T]l)lOXOU (pspouav(u r[(xpoavaw 8¢ av T01q [C] oTpaTnyou; vmepoyioaw B(XUl}leT]D
un Guoxapmvsw @épew 68 £YKpAT®OC KOl MPAwG TAG EMTIPNOELG, (va pn petapeleiag adbtoic 6

Biog peotog 1.

(Later on he makes him curse the cause of their quarrel, and recount the disasters due to his own
wrath, and we see the king blaming Zeus and Fate and Erinys. And here, I think, he is pointing a
moral, using those heroes whom he sets before us, like types in a tragedy, and the moral is that
kings ought never to behave insolently, nor use their power without reserve, nor be carried away
by their anger like a spirited horse that runs away for lack of the bit and the driver; and then
again he is warning generals not to resent the insolence of kings but to endure their censure with
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self-control and serenely, so that their whole life may not be filled with remorse.22l)

Tadta Kot £Pavtov £Vvotv, & @ide Baoided, Kod 08 pEv OpGY £m TOV Epywv THY Opnpixnv
mobeiow émﬁsuwl')usvov Kol éeé}xovux IGVTWC KO pev22 &now"r(xq ('xyoneév T 6pav, T']]ﬁv 6¢
16l Tipag kod yépa dAAa ém’ (X)Q\Ol(; nap(xcheuocCovT(x T0000TW 6& otpat KpSlTTOD(X T0D TGOV
EAAQ LD B(xm)\awq glvan £0édovta, OoTE O PEV nTlu(xCS TOULGQ (xplorouq, oL 6& olpat Kai TOV
(pcxu)xoov moAAoig TN ouyvapnv vspslq, OV ITTTOKOD Ematv®d Tod )\oyou o¢ v ouyvaunv g
nuwpux(; npouneal [D] ouoxuvoumv av, €l pn Tod Hn}xswq (pocwoumv EOYVWHIOVETTEPOQ un68223
grmoavoinp €ig Svvapw T npoodévta coi, oBTL Enui Ypvoov Kol alovpyf yAaivav, ovbe pa Ala
nmémlov¢ mapmolkidovg, yuvok®Gy  Epya Zbwviwv, o06& mmwr Nuwaiwv KGAAN Kol
XPLOOKOAA)TWY appdtwy dotpdmtovoar oiyAnv, [51] ovde v Twbdv Aibov edovdf Kol
yapieooav. xaitol ye el Tig €6€hol ToOTOIG TOV VOOV mpooéywy EKaoTov &&lodv Adyov, pikpod
ndoov otpat Y Opfpov moinow dmoyetedoag £Tt Sefoetal Adywr, Kol 00K Amoypioel ool pévw
T Eopmaot momdévta toig NuIBélog eykwula. apEwpeda 6& &mmo tod okNItpov mp®Tov, £l PodALL,
Kol Tfi¢ paotisiag adTic: [B] i yap 67 gnow 6 mowuntig Emoavelv £0&Awy T T Tlehombov
olkiag Y apyatdtnta Kai 10 péyedog g fiyepoviag évbeifacbar;

(When I reflect on this, my beloved Emperor, and behold you displaying in all that you do the
result of your study of Homer, and see you so eager to benefit every citizen in the community in
every way, and devising for me individually such honours and privileges one after another, then I
think that you desire to be nobler than the king of the Greeks, to such a degree, that, whereas he
insulted his bravest men, you, I believe, grant forgiveness to many even of the undeserving, since
you approve the maxim of Pittacus which set mercy before vengeance. And so I should be
ashamed not to appear more reasonable than the son of Peleus, or to fail to praise, as far as in
me lies, what appertains to you, I do not mean gold, or a robe of purple, nay by Zeus, nor raiment
embroidered all over, the work of Sidonian women,22¢ nor beautiful Nisaean horses,?2® nor the
gleam and glitter of gold-mounted chariots, nor the precious stone of India, so beautiful and
lovely to look upon. And yet if one should choose to devote his attention to these and think fit to
describe every one of them, he would have to draw on almost the whole stream of Homer's poetry
and still he would be short of words, and the panegyrics that have been composed for all the
demi-gods would be inadequate for your sole praise. First, then, let me begin, if you please, with
your sceptre and your sovereignty itself. For what does the poet say when he wishes to praise the
antiquity of the house of the Pelopids and to exhibit the greatness of their sovereignty?)

ava 68 kpelwv Ayapépvwv
"Eotn okfjmtpov £ywv, T0 pév “Hepoiotog kdpe ted€wy,

“(Then uprose their lord Agamemnon and in his hand was the sceptre that Hephaistos made
and fashioned.)”228

Kol £6wke A, 6 6& T® Thi¢ Maiag kai éavtod mabi, ‘Eppeiag 6& dvaf 6Gke ITEAom, 227 TTéhoy be

(and gave to Zeus; then Zeus gave it to his own and Maia's son, and Hermes the prince gave it to
Pelops, and Pelops)

60K’ Atpél motuévt Aadv-
Atpedg 6& Oviokwv e moAdapvl Ovéaty:
AdTap 6y’ adte Ovéot’ Ayapéupvont S&Gke gopijvat, [C]
IToAAfjow vricolat Kail Apyei mavti avdooev-

(“Gave it to Atreus, shepherd of the host, and Atreus at his death left it to Thyestes, rich in
flocks; and he in turn gave it into the hands of Agamemnon, so that he should rule over many
islands and all Argos.”)

AT oot Tiig TTeAombdv oikiag N yeveadoyia, £i¢ Tpeig 0068 6Aag peivaoca yevedg: T ye pnv Thg
nuetépag Euyyeveiag HpEato pev o Kiavdiov, pikpa 68 v péow Gladurodong tiig nyepoviag tw
ndnnw Tw ow Stabéyeobov. Kal O pev THC PNTEOC matnp TNr Poduny 6iprel koi T Trtariav, [D]
Kol v APOnr te én’ obTf, kKal Zoapbw kol Zikehiav, obTL @aviotépav Thg Apyslag Kol
Muknvaiag 6vvaoteiav, 6 Ve uf]v 10D mOTPOC yevvﬁm)p F(x)\(xﬁ(x(; £0vn T« uaxmu’noﬂa Kol Tof)q
Ecnsptouc IBnp(xq KOl Taq svToq Qkeavod vicovg, ol Tooo0Tw peifovg TV v TT] e(XK(XTTT] T
KO’ Nuég opwuevwv eloiv, 6ow Kol Tl’]C elow BaA&TTING N TOD HponKAsuuv crrn)wov unepxsopsvn
TadTOG 6 OAaG TAG YWPKG KAOapAG Amé@nrap MoAEpiwy, KOWwi pév eémotpatedovteg, [52] el mote
T00TOL BeNoetep, emeoltOvteg 6 0w 6te Kol Kat' iblav EKaoTtog TGOV Opdpwv PapBdpwr HRPWY
Te Kol abikiaw £EEKOmTOD. EKETVOL P&V 6N TODTOLG EKOOPODVTO. O mATNP 6& TNV PEV MPOCTIKOLOAD
abT® poipav pdAa e0oeP®dC Kol 00iwg EkTACATO, mepuueivag TN sipoppévny TeAeLTNY TOD
YeYEVVNKOTOG, T& Aownd 6¢ &mo Paoiheiog eig Tuopavvibag devexBivTa HovAeiog Emavoe yaleniig,
[B] kai np&€e ovpmdvtwy TPei¢ LUAG ToLg avTod maidag mpooeAdpevog EvvdpyovTag. ap’ ovv
G€ov péyebog Buvvdpewg mapafareiv Kol TOv £v TR Guvaoteiq ypdvov kol mAfOog
Baoihevodvtwy;228 | tobto pév £oTw AANO®C dpyaiov, petitéor 6& &ml TOv mAodTov Kol
BavpaoTtéov oov THY yAapdda Eov Tf mépmm, & 61 Kal Opfpw Sratpipny napéoyev Hdeiow; Adyov
e a&1wTtéov moArod Tag Tpwog Tnmovo, at TployiAdial ovoat

(Here then you have the genealogy of the house of Pelops, which endured for barely three
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generations. But the story of our family began with Claudius; then its supremacy ceased for a
short time, till your two grandfathers succeeded the throne. And your mother's father22? governed
Rome and Italy and Libya besides, and Sardinia and Sicily, an empire not inferior certainly to
Argos and Mycenae. Your father's father??® ruled the most warlike of all the tribes of Galatia,23!
the Western Iberians?32 and the islands that lie in the Ocean,223 which are as much larger than
those that are to be seen in our seas as the sea that rolls beyond the pillars of Heracles is larger
than the inner sea.23* These countries your grandfathers entirely cleared of our foes, now joining
forces for a campaign, when occasion demanded, now making separate expeditions on their own
account, and so they annihilated the insolent and lawless barbarians on their frontiers. These,
then, are the distinctions that they won. Your father inherited his proper share of the Empire
with all piety and due observance, waiting till his father reached his appointed end. Then he
freed from intolerable slavery the remainder, which had sunk from empire to tyranny, and so
governed the whole, appointing you and your brothers, his three sons, as his colleagues. Now can
I fairly compare your house with the Pelopids in the extent of their power, the length of their
dynasty, or the number of those who sat on the throne? Or is that really foolish, and must I
instead go on to describe your wealth, and admire your cloak and the brooch that fastens it, the
sort of thing on which even Homer loved to linger? Or must I describe at length the mares of Tros
that numbered three thousand, and)

£Ao¢ Kata povkoAéovTo, [C]

(“pastured in the marsh-meadow”)235

KOl T @wpla T £vTedBep; 1) Tovg Opakiovg (mmovg evAaBnodueda AeLKOTEPOLG PEDY TG ¥1OVOG,
Belv 6& WKLTEPOLC TOY YelpepiwY MVELVRATWY, Kol T £V adTOIC Gppata; Kol EXOpév o€ €V TODTOLG
gmoaveiv, oiklow te otpo Y AAKivov Kol T Tod Mevédew ddpata KatamAnédpeva Kol TOv Tod
moAv@povoc D6vooiwe maiba kai toladta Anpelv avaneicavta Tolg 0oig mapaBadeiv a&lwoouey,
[D] uf] note Gpa EAaooov Exeww £v ToOTOLG BOKT|G, KAl ODK ('xnwcc')uaeon ™mv (p)u)(xpi(xv aAdN’ E’)p(x ur’]
TIg UGG uthO)\OVICX(; Kol apadiog thv (x)\nemq KOAQD ypa\yausvoq s)m 0LKODD (X(pSDT(XQ XPT) Toig
Ounpibog ta toradta no)mnp(xypovsw £l T TODTWD syyuTspw mpog apsmv Kol wv peifova
nolel mpounoelar, COPATOG PWUNG KAl TG €V Tolg 6mAolg epmelpiac, 236 {évaa.

(and the theft that followed?23Z Or shall I pay my respects to your Thracian horses, whiter than
snow and faster than the storm winds, and your Thracian chariots? For in your case also we can
extol all these, and as for the palace of Alcinous and those halls that dazzled even the son of
prudent Odysseus and moved him to such foolish expressions of wonder,22 shall I think it worth
while to compare them with yours, for fear that men should one day think that you were worse off
than he in these respects, or shall I not rather reject such trifling? Nay, I must be on my guard
lest someone accuse and convict me of using frivolous speech and ignoring what is really
admirable. So I had better leave it to the Homerids to spend their energies on such themes, and
proceed boldly to what is more closely allied to virtue, and things to which you yourself pay more
attention, I mean bodily strength and experience in the use of arms.)

Tivt 6Amote 00V TOY VIO Tiig OPNPLEic DuvovEévwy oetpiivoc eifouep; [53] 0Tt pev yap ToEO6TNC
map’ avt® I[Iavbapog, dvnp Gmotog Kol ypnpudtwv Httwv, dAla Kol &obevng Ty yeipa Kol
omAiTng eadrog, Tedrpog Te €n’ adTH Kai Mnp1évng, 6 pev £ml Thg nerelddog 16 TOEW YPWNIEVOC,
0 6& fploteve pev &v Th pdymn £6&ito 6& Gomep £pduatog Kail Teryiov. TadTd Tol Kol mpoBaAAeTan
v doniba, obTL TN oikelaw, Taded@od 6, kal otoydletat kad' fovyiav TV moAepiwy, yeholog
dvagavelg oTpatidTNG, [B] 6¢ ye €£delto peiCovog @bAaxog kKol ovk £v Toig 6mAolg Emoteito TG
owtnplag tag eAmibag. o& 6fta eé0saodpny, w @ide Baohed, GPKTOLG Kal MaPSAAELC Kal AéovTaCg
oLYVPoLC KaTaBdAdovta Toig a@lepévolg BEAeot, ypwpevov 88 mpog ONpar kai mobiav 16€w, &mt
8¢ tiic mopatdewg domic £oti ool kKal Bwpaf Kol KPpGrog- Kail ovK Gv Katadsiooiut Tov dytAléa
101¢ 'Hepalotelolg Aapmpurouevor Kai AIIoIEpWREPOY aDTOD Kol TGV OIAov,

(And now which one of those heroes to whom Homer devotes his enchanting strains shall I admit
to be superior to you? There is the archer Pandaros in Homer, but he is treacherous and yields to
bribes?®?; moreover his arm was weak and he was an inferior hoplite: then there are besides,
Teucer and Meriones. The latter employs his bow against a pigeon?!® while Teucer, though he
distinguished himself in battle, always needed a sort of bulwark or wall. Accordingly he keeps a
shield in front of him,?%! and that not his own but his brother's, and aims at the enemy at his ease,
cutting an absurd figure as a soldier, seeing that he needed a protector taller than himself and
that it was not in his weapons that he placed his hopes of safety. But I have seen you many a
time, my beloved Emperor, bringing down bears and panthers and lions with the weapons hurled
by your hand, and using your bow both for hunting and for pastime, and on the field of battle you
have your own shield and cuirass and helmet. And I should not be afraid to match you with
Achilles when he was exulting in the armour that Hephaistos made, and testing himself and that
armour to see)

[C] E{ ol épappodooete Kal Evtpéyot dydaa yvia-

(“Whether it fitted him and whether his glorious limbs ran free therein; #242)

AVAKNPOTTEL VAP €1¢ Gmavtag TN onp épneiplar T& Katopbwuata.
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(for your successes proclaim to all men your proficiency.)

Ty ye pip inmxny Kad Tty £€v 101 Spdpolc Kovedtnta dpd oot mapaBadeiv &&ov t6v mPdaOe
TOLG Gpapévoug Gvopa Kol 66Eav peiCova; 1) TO pev ovde NHPNTO nw; Gppool yap £XPOVTO Kol
obnw mwAolg Gl tayel 6 6ot SiNreyke, TOOTW MmPOC OE YEyovey ApENPELoTog Kpiolg: [D]
Ta&1w 6¢ Koopﬁoou Kol (pd)x(xyy(x SlaTécha K(xh(b(; 60Kel Meveoesi)(; KPATLOTOG, Kol TOOTW &1 Thv
nAkioav 0 Huhoq oby U(plST(Xl Tn(; aunapuxq AAAX TOV pev ol Ho)\auwl no)\}xaKlq TG TaEalq
ovvetdpagor, Kal ov6E €ml Tod Telyovg ioyvov avtéyew r[(xp(xT(xTTousvm oot 6¢ uvpuxlq péyog
Coppi€avtt Kol moAepiolg moAAoic pev PoapPdpoirg, oLK €£hdttool 6 TOOTWY TOIC OiKOOEV
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(As for your horsemanship and your agility in running, would it be fair to compare with you any of
those heroes of old who won a name and great reputation? Is it not a fact that horsemanship had
not yet been invented? For as yet they used only chariots and not riding-horses. And as for their
fastest runner, it is an open question how he compares with you. But in drawing up troops and
forming a phalanx skilfully Menestheus?:® seems to have excelled, and on account of his greater
age the Pylian2% is his equal in proficiency. But the enemy often threw their line into disorder,
and not even at the wall2¥> could they hold their ground when they encountered the foe. You,
however, engaged in countless battles, not only with hostile barbarians in great numbers, but
with just as many of your own subjects, who had revolted and were fighting on the side of one
who was ambitious of grasping the imperial power; yet your phalanx remained unbroken and
never wavered or yielded an inch. That this is not an idle boast and that I do not make a
pretension in words that goes beyond the actual facts, I will demonstrate to my hearers. For I
think it would be absurd to relate to you your own achievements. I should be like a stupid and
tasteless person who, on seeing the works of Pheidias should attempt to discuss with Pheidias
himself the Maiden Goddess on the Acropolis, or the statue of Zeus at Pisa. But if I publish to the
rest of the world your most distinguished achievements, I shall perhaps avoid that blunder and
not lay myself open to criticism. So I will hesitate no more but proceed with my discourse.)
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(I hope no one will object if, when I attempt to deal with exploits that are so important, my
speech should become proportionately long, and that though I desire to limit and restrain it lest
my feeble words overwhelm and mar the greatness of your deeds; like the gold which when it
was laid over the wings of the Eros at Thespiae?!¢ took something, so they say, from the delicacy
of its workmanship. For your triumphs really call for the trumpet of Homer himself, far more than
did the achievements of the Macedonian.2*’ This will be evident as I go on to use the same
method of argument which I adopted when I began. It then became evident that there is a strong
affinity between the Emperor's exploits and those of the heroes, and I claimed that while one
hero excelled the others in one accomplishment only, the Emperor excels them all in all those
accomplishments. That he is more kingly than the king himself248 I proved, if you remember, in
what I said in my introduction, and again and again it will be evident. But now let us, if you
please, consider his battles and campaigns. What Greeks and barbarians did Homer praise above
their fellows? I will read you those of his verses that are most to the point.)

[55] Tig T’ ap TV 6Y  G&ploTog £€nv, o pot Evvene, Moboq,
Avbpdv 16’ Tnwv, ot ap’ Atpeiborow EmovTo.

AvBpGv pev péy’ dprotog Env Tehapwviog Alag,

"Ogp’ AptAedg pAviey: O yap mMOAD GEPTATOC NED.

(“Tell me, Muse, who was foremost of those warriors and horses that followed the sons of
Atreus. Of warriors far the best was Ajax, son of Telamon, so long as the wrath of Achilles
endured. For he was far the foremost.”24%)
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(And again he says of the son of Telamon:)

Alag, 8¢ mept pév e16oc, mepi &' £py’ ETETLKTO,
[B] TGV &AAwv Aava®v pet’ aupdpova [Inisiwva.

(“Ajax who in beauty and in the deeds he wrought was of a mould above all the other Danaans,
except only the blameless son of Peleus.”229)
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(These two, he says, were the bravest of the Greeks who came to the war, and of the Trojan army
Hector and Sarpedon. Do you wish, then, that I should choose out their most brilliant feats and
consider what they amounted to? And, in fact, the fighting of Achilles at the river resembles in
some respects certain of the Emperor's achievements, and so does the battle of the Achaeans
about the wall. Or Ajax again, when, in his struggle to defend the ships, he goes up on to their
decks, might be allowed some just resemblance to him. But now I wish to describe to you the
battle by the river which the Emperor fought not long ago. You know the causes of the outbreak
of the war, and that he carried it through, not from desire of gain, but with justice on his side.
There is no reason why I should not briefly remind you of the facts.)
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ToD Og0D-

(A rash and traitorous man2°? tried to grasp at power to which he had no right, and assassinated
the Emperor's brother and partner in empire. Then he began to be uplifted and dazzled by his
hopes, as though he was about to imitate Poseidon and to prove that Homer's story was not mere
fiction but absolutely true, where he says about the god)

Tpig pev opé€at’ 1wv, 10 68 TETPpaToY TKETO TEKPWP,
Aiyag,

(“Three strides did he make, and with the fourth came to his goal, even to Aegae,"@)
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(and how he took thence all his armour and harnessed his horses and drove through the waves:)
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Plpga pdd’, o086’ vmévepbe Hraiveto yaAreog GEwv,

(“And with gladness the sea parted before him, and the horses fared very swiftly, and the
bronze axle was not wetted beneath,”)
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(for nothing stood in his way, but all things stood aside and made a path for him in their joy. Even
so the usurper thought that he had left behind him nothing hostile or opposed to him, and that
there was nothing at all to hinder him from taking up a position at the mouth of the Tigris. And
there followed him a large force of heavy infantry and as many cavalry, yes, and good fighters
they were, Celts, Iberians and Germans from the banks of the Rhine and from the coasts of the
western sea. Whether I ought to call that sea the Ocean or the Atlantic, or whether it is proper to
use some other name for it, I am not sure. I only know that its coasts are peopled by tribes of
barbarians who are not easy to subdue and are far more energetic than any other race, and I
know it not merely from hearsay, on which it is never safe to rely, but I have learned it from
personal experience. From these tribes, then, he mustered an army as large as that which
marched with him from home, or rather many followed him because they were his own people,
allied to him by the ties of race, but our subjects—for so we must call them—I mean all his Roman
troops followed from compulsion and not from choice, like mercenary allies, and their position
and réle was like that of the proverbial Carian,2?? since they were naturally ill-disposed to a
barbarian and a stranger who had conceived the idea of ruling and embarked on the enterprise at
the time of a drunken debauch, and was the sort of leader that one might expect from such a
preface and prelude as that. He led them in person, not indeed like Typho, who, as the poet tells
us,2% in his wonder tale, was brought forth by the earth in her anger against Zeus, nor was he
like the strongest of the Giants, but he was like that Vice incarnate which the wise Prodicus
created in his fable,2®! making her compete with Virtue and attempt to win over the son of
Zeus,%%2 contending that he would do well to prize her above all else. And as he led them to battle
he outdid the behaviour of Capaneus,2® like the barbarian that he was, in his insensate folly,
though he did not, like Capaneus, trust to the energy of his soul or his physical strength, but to
the numbers of his barbarian followers; and he boasted that he would lay everything at their feet
to plunder, that every general and captain and common soldier of his should despoil an enemy of
corresponding rank of his baggage and belongings, and that he would enslave the owners as well.
He was confirmed in this attitude by the Emperor's clever strategy, and led his army out from the
narrow passes to the plains in high spirits and little knowing the truth, since he decided that the
Emperor's march was merely flight and not a manoeuvre. Thus he was taken unawares, like a
bird or fish in the net. For when he reached the open country and the plains of Paeonia, and it
seemed advantageous to fight it out there, then and not before the Emperor drew up his cavalry
separately on both wings.)
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(Of these troops some carry lances and are protected by cuirasses and helmets of wrought iron
mail. They wear greaves that fit the legs closely, and knee-caps, and on their thighs the same sort
of iron covering. They ride their horses exactly like statues, and need no shield. In the rear of
these was posted a large body of the rest of the cavalry, who carried shields, while others fought
on horseback with bows and arrows. Of the infantry the hoplites occupied the centre and
supported the cavalry on either wing. In their rear were the slingers and archers and all troops
that shoot their missiles from the hand and have neither shield nor cuirass. This, then, was the
disposition of our phalanx. The left wing slightly outflanked the enemy, whose whole force was
thereby thrown into confusion, and their line broke. When our cavalry made a charge and
maintained it stubbornly, he who had so shamefully usurped the imperial power disgraced
himself by flight, and left there his cavalry commander and his numerous chiliarchs and
taxiarchs, who continued to fight bravely, and in command of all these the real author2® of that
monstrous and unholy drama, who had been the first to suggest to him that he should pretend to
the imperial power and rob us of our royal privilege.)

Kol téwg peve Eyaipe tiig mpwng meipag oK Amoo@odeig o0 apaptnoag, téte 68 £peoTdoag
Eov 6ikn mowag amotteitol TOV Epywr Kal GmoTtor Tipwpiay elompdTtetal. Tdvtwy yap omdoot
ToD mOAENOL TG TLPAVVW CLPEPHYOVTO E£REULNG peEV O Bdvatog, 6MAn 6 1 @uyn kKal GAAwWD
petapédela ikEtevov yap modddy, [B] kai £tvyov &mavteg ovyyvwung, BaotAéwg tov Thg PETidog
vrepBaiiopévov peyaho@pooivt. 6 nEv yap, enebn INatporAog £ncoey, o06E MIIPAKEY GAGVTOC
£11 Tovg moAspiovg NElov, GAN’ 1KeTeDOVTOC MEPL TOIC YOvaowy EKTEWeD: O 62 ékfpuTtey Gdetow
to1lg £€aprovpévorg v Euvvwpoaiav, ob Bavdtov pdévov 1 Py i} Twog GAANG Tipwplag dealpdY
OV @6Bov, Gomep 6& £k Twog Tadomwpilag Kail GAng 6vatuyobg Thg Evv [C] T® TupdVVW BloTiig


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_258
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_259
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_260
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_261
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_262
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_263
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_264
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_265
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_266

[pg 156]

[pg 158]

[pg 160]

KOTAyel o@aq £n’ arepaiolg toig mpodobev NEiov. TodTo peE 6N Kol avdig tedetar Adyou.

(For a time indeed he enjoyed success, and at his first attempt met with no repulse or failure, but
on that day he provoked the punishment that justice had in store for his misdeeds, and had to pay
a penalty that is hardly credible. For all the others who abetted the usurper in that war met death
openly or their flight was evident to all, as was the repentance of others. For many came as
suppliants, and all obtained forgiveness, since the Emperor surpassed the son of Thetis in
generosity. For Achilles, after Patroclus fell, refused any longer even to sell those whom he took
captive, but slew them as they clasped his knees and begged for mercy. But the Emperor
proclaimed an amnesty for those who should renounce the conspiracy, and so not only freed them
from the fear of death or exile or some other punishment, but, as though their association with
the usurper had been due to some misadventure or unhappy error, he deigned to reinstate them
and completely cancel the past. I shall have occasion to refer to this again.)
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(But what I must now state is that the man who had trained and tutored the usurper was neither
among the fallen nor the fugitives. It was indeed natural that he should not even hope for pardon,
since his schemes had been so wicked, his actions so infamous, and he had been responsible for
the slaughter of so many innocent men and women, of whom many were private citizens, and of
almost all who were connected with the imperial family. And he had done this not with shrinking
nor with the sentiments of one who sheds the blood of his own people, and because of that stain
of guilt fears and is on the watch for the avenger and those who will exact a bloody reckoning,
but, with a kind of purification that was new and unheard of, he would wash his hands of the
blood of his first victims, and then go on to murder man after man, and then, after those whom
they held dear, he slew the women as well. So he naturally abandoned the idea of appealing for
mercy. But likely as it is that he should think thus, yet it may well be otherwise For the fact is
that we do not know what he did or suffered before he vanished out of sight, out of our ken.
Whether some avenging deity snatched him away, as Homer says of the daughters of
Pandareos,?®? and even now is carrying him to the very verge of the world to punish him for his
evil designs, or whether the river?”? has received him and bids him feed the fishes, has not yet
been revealed. For till the battle actually began, and while the troops were forming the phalanx,
he was full of confidence and went to and fro in the centre of their line. But when the battle was
ended as was fitting, he vanished completely, taken from our sight by I know not what god or
supernatural agency, only it is quite certain that the fate in store for him was far from enviable.
At any rate he was not destined to appear again, and, after insulting us with impunity, live
prosperous and secure as he thought he should; but he was doomed to be completely blotted out
and to suffer a punishment that for him indeed was fatal but to many was beneficial and gave
them a chance of recovery.)

Ta pev 61 mepl TOV pnyavomolov Thg 6Ang vmobéoewg mAeiovog afiwbévta Adyov, [C] péon Ti
npa€e?l mapeddpeva 10 fuveyeg TG Sinynoewg, £vtadBd mov mdAw d@etéa. Emoavitéov 6&
00gvmep £ENAOoOD Kal &mobotéov TO TéEAOG THC pdyng. ov yap 61 v Tf TdOLv oTpatny®v Hethia Kol
T TOV OTPATIWTOV mintel gpovipata, GAA’ émeldn T Tfg Tdfewg avToic He@O&pn, ob Kakig
o@®D, amepia 6g kol dpadbia tod TdtTovTog, Kot AdYouvg ovviotduevol dinywrifovto: Kol NY 0
£pyov amdong é}\niﬁoq usi(ov [D] T®v pev ovdy i)(plsuévwv £G TO r[(vaa}\éq Toic KpaTof)m Tov 68
Ene€ehOeiv Tedéwg Ti l)lKT] (pl}xonuouuavwv Euuuwnq Te NPETO Tapayog Kol Born Kol KTUHOQ T
6mAwv, S1edv Te (xyvuusvwv apel Ttolig Kpocvscn Kol TV aomibwy mepl Toig 66paoy. (xvnp 6¢&
avdpl Euviotato, Kol Gmoppurtodvteg Ta¢ doniboag avtoig toig Eipeow wbodvTo2Z2 proc ToD
nadeiv @povtiCovteg, amavta 6& €1g T0 6pdoal Tt Bewov TOLG MOAEpiovg TOV BLIOV TPEMOVTEC,
tod un koBopav avtoi¢ unbe &bakpuvy mapacyeiv Y VKNP Kol TO  GmoOviokew
avtoddattopevor. [60] kal tadta £6pwv ob mefol pévov mpog Tovg SiwkovTag, AAAX Kal 6001g
OV lnméwpr Lmo TOY Bpavpdtwy dypela mavteA®g eyeydvel ta Hépata.22 Luotol 6£ elow
EDPNKELG, ODG OLYKATAYVLOVTEG Kol amonnb&vteg £i¢ ToLG omAitag peteokevdlovTto. Kol ypdvov
HED Twa yoden®G Kol poAig avteiyov- émel 6& ol te immeiq £Rairov €k 16wy mdppwbev
spummalopevor? kol ol Bwparo@dpotl mukvaig £n’ adTOLG EYpdVTo Taig emeddoeow Gte [B] €v
nebiw KaBap®d Kai Asiw vOE te émédaPev, Evtadba ol pev amépsvyov Gopevol, ol 6& £6iwkov
KOPTEPQDC Gypt Ttod Yhpakog, Kol adTOV aipodow adtoi¢ Amookevaic kai awbpamdébolg kol
Ktnreow. apfapévng 6&, 6mep £pnu, Gptl Tig Tpomfig TGOV moAepiwy Kol TV SlwkdvTwy 00K


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_267
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_268
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_269
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_270
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_271
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_272
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_273
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_274

[pg 162]

auiévTwy, ¢m 1O Aoov whobvTal, (vamep O mOTapOC MY Toig Kpatobow év Sefiq. évtadba 68 O
mOADG €yéveto @bévog, [C] Kal EmAnoOn verp®Y avdpdy Te Ko mmwv dvapif. od yap &n 0 Apdog
£WKEL ZRONGOpw, o0BE MY eDPEVNC TOIC PeDYOLOY, WG TOLG PEV PEKPOLC adTOI¢ SmAolg £€wOeiv
KOl QITOPPUITEIY TOV PeLPGTwY, TOLG (OvTag 68 ELYKAADITEW KAl GIOKPOITEW AOQEOAKDG Taig
6ilvaig. TodTo Yyap 6 motapog 6 Tpwg TLYOV PeEY LIIO edVoiag £6pa, TLYOV & oDTWC Exywy peyéboug,
w¢ padlov mapéyew BadiCeww te £0EAovTt Kl vryopévw Tov mépov- émel [D] Kal yeg@upodtan puiég
éupAnOeiong elg adToOY mTedéag, Grog Te AvapopudpwY PG Kal aipatt mAGT  @uovg AytAfog, et
ypn kol todto motedoat, Proadtepov He obOev elpydCetor kKal émAaBévtog OAlyov Kabpatog
dmayopedel TOv méAepov Kol €€opvuvtar THy £mkovpiov. Opnpov 6 £oikev elvon Kal TodTO
naiyviov, Kawwov Kai &Tomov povopayiag Tedmovr £mponoarToq. €mel Kol TaAAa 6fAOC £oTw
Ay el yaplopevog, kol aomep [61] Oeatag Gywv 10 otpdtevna pévov Guayov Kol dvurdoTato
émdyel toic moAepiolg, kteivovta pev ToLG EvTLYXAVOVTAG, TPEMOUEVOD BE AmagamA®g mavTag
@wvT Kal oynpatt Kol ToOv dppdtwy taic mpooBodaig, apyopévng te otpat Th¢ mapatdfewg Kai2?
£m tobd ZKRoudvdpov taig Nnéow, £wg elg TO Telyog Gdopevol Evvedéynoav ol Hlapuydvteg. Tadta
£kelvog moddoig Emeotl Sinyoduevog kol Oe®v AVAMAGTTWY PaYog Kol EMKOOU®OVL podolg Thp
noinow 6ekdfel ToLG KPLTAC Kal OVK emtpémel Sikaioar @épeww kai ayevdi) yhgov. [B] 6otig 6g
€0£éAel unbev vmo ToL KAGAAovG E€amatdofal TGOV PNERATwr Kol TOv EEwlep Em@epopévwy
nAaop&TwY, T Womep €V £pYR Mepl APWHATWY TW&HY Kol ¥pwpdtwy, 278 dpeonayitng £€0tw KPLTAG,
Kol 00K e0AaPnodpeda T kpiow. et pev yap ayabov otpatiotny opodoyoduer tov InAéwg,
£K Tfig mooewg avameldopevot. Kteivel pev Grdpag eikoot,

(Now though it would be well worth while to devote more of my speech to this man who was the
author of that whole enterprise, yet it breaks the thread of my narrative, which had reached the
thick of the action. So I must leave that subject for the present, and going back to the point
where I digressed, describe how the battle ended. For though their generals showed such
cowardice, the courage of the soldiers was by no means abated. When their line was broken,
which was due not to their cowardice but to the ignorance and inexperience of their leader, they
formed into companies and kept up the fight. And what happened then was beyond all
expectation; for the enemy refused altogether to yield to those who were defeating them, while
our men did their utmost to achieve a signal victory, and so there arose the wildest confusion,
loud shouts mingled with the din of weapons, as swords were shattered against helmets and
shields against spears. It was a hand to hand fight, in which they discarded their shields and
attacked with swords only, while, indifferent to their own fate, and devoting the utmost ardour to
inflicting severe loss on the foe, they were ready to meet even death if only they could make our
victory seem doubtful and dearly bought. It was not only the infantry who behaved thus to their
pursuers, but even the cavalry, whose spears were broken and were now entirely useless. Their
shafts are long and polished, and when they had broken them they dismounted and transformed
themselves into hoplites. So for some time they held their own against the greatest odds. But
since our cavalry kept shooting their arrows from a distance as they rode after them, while the
cuirassiers made frequent charges, as was easy on that unobstructed and level plain, and
moreover night overtook them, the enemy were glad at last to take to flight, while our men kept
up a vigorous pursuit as far as the camp and took it by assault, together with the baggage and
slaves and baggage animals. Directly the rout of the enemy had begun, as I have described, and
while we kept up a hot pursuit, they were driven towards the left, where the river was on the
right of the victors. And there the greatest slaughter took place, and the river was choked with
the bodies of men and horses, indiscriminately. For the Drave was not like the Scamander, nor so
kind to the fugitives; it did not put ashore and cast forth from its waters the dead in their armour,
nor cover up and hide securely in its eddies those who escaped alive. For that is what the Trojan
river did?”, perhaps out of kindness, perhaps it was only that it was so small that it offered an
easy crossing to one who tried to swim or walk. In fact, when a single poplar was thrown into it,
it formed a bridge,2”® and the whole river roared with foam and blood and beat upon the
shoulders of Achilles,?”? if indeed we may believe even this, but it never did anything more
violent. When a slight fire scorched it, it gave up fighting at once and swore not to play the part
of ally. However this, too, was probably a jest on Homer's part, when he invented that strange
and unnatural sort of duel. For in the rest of the poem also he evidently favours Achilles, and he
sets the army there as mere spectators while he brings Achilles on to the field as the only
invincible and resistless warrior, and makes him slay all whom he encounters and put every one
of the foe to flight, simply by his voice and bearing and the glance of his eyes, both when the
battle begins and on the banks of the Scamander, till the fugitives were glad to gather within the
wall of the city. Many verses he devotes to relating this, and then he invents the battles of the
gods, and by embellishing his poem with such tales he corrupts his critics and prevents us from
giving a fair and honest vote. But if there be any one who refuses to be beguiled by the beauty of
the words and the fictions that are imported into the poem ...28, then, though he is as strict as a
member of the Areopagus, I shall not dread his decision. For we are convinced by the poem that
the son of Peleus is a brave soldier. He slays twenty men; then)

Zwovg 6’ €k moTapoio duwdeka AEEATO KODPOLC,
Tovg &€fjye B0pale tebnmdTag NOTE PEBPODC,
ITownp ITatpdkAoilo Mevortidbao BavdvTtog.

(“He chose twelve youths alive out of the river and led them forth amazed like fawns to atone
for the death of Patroclus, son of Menoitius.”)28L
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(But his victory, though it had some influence on the fortunes of the Achaeans, was not enough to
inspire any great fear in the enemy, nor did it make them wholly despair of their cause. On this
point shall we set Homer aside and demand some other witness? Or is it not enough to recall the
verses in which he describes how Priam came to the ships bringing his son's ransom? For after
he had made the truce for which he had come, and the son of Thetis asked:)

TMooofjpap pépovag KtepeiCépey "Extopa 6iov,

(“For how many days dost thou desire to make a funeral for noble Hector?”)

TG Te Ao 61£€e101 Kol Pl ToD moAépov @not-

(He told him not only that, but concerning the war he said:)

Tfj 6& Svwbekdtn moAepifonev,28 eimep dvdyxkn.

(“And on the twelfth day we will fight again, if fight we must.”284)
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(You see he does not hesitate to announce that war will be resumed after the armistice. But the
unmanly and cowardly usurper sheltered his flight behind lofty mountains and built forts on
them; nor did he trust even to the strength of the position, but begged for forgiveness. And he
would have obtained it had he deserved it, and not proved himself on many occasions both
treacherous and insolent, by heaping one crime on another.)

T pév 61 katd ™y péynw, €l un 66En Tic OV Sinyovpévwy mpooéyew £0éAot unde [B] éneow €
HETOMPEDOLG, £G DT 6E Op&v T Epya, KpéTw. £ETiG 67, el PodAeoBe Y Alavtog dugp TOY VE®Y
Kol TN £ml 100 teiyoug v Ayoaidv avTifsivarl pdyny toig &ml tfig médewg ékeivng Epyolg- 1) 61
Mvuoydéviog motoapu®r KGAAOTOC THY adTod mpootidnot ehiuny, obon 6& kai Avtidyov BaclAéwg
EnwvOpw- yéyove 6& avTh Kol é’Tepov 61)0110( BapBapov, oﬁvnesc T01¢ moAAOIC DIO TG MPOC TOLG
™be B(xpBonpovq smut‘g’laq T(XUTT]D Gn TNV TOAY OTPOTOC (xunx(xvoc H}xnea IMapOvaiwv [C] Euv
Tvdoig naplacxav omnuika £mt Tov Tupocvvov BabiCew HpODKSlTO Kol onsp ‘HpoaxrAel paow €mi To
Aepraiov i6vTt Bnplov ovvevexBijvar, Tov Baddttiov Kapkivov, Tobto Nr 0 Mapdvaiwy Pacirevg
¢k Tii¢ Nueipov Tiypnta Stapag kol meprteryiCwves ty méAw ybpoaow: eita £ig¢ tadta Seydpevog
TOV MuySoviov Alpvny daégnue 10 mepl 1@ Gotel ywplov Kol Gomep vijoov £v adTi ovveiye TNV
néAw, [D] mkpov Lmepexovo®y Kal LHEPQPXIVOPEVWY TGOV €mdAfewv. £moAidprel 6& vadg Te
£ndywv Kol £l PEQV PNYavag: Kol nv ovy Nuépag Epyov, unrov 6& otpat oyedbov Tu teTtdpwy. ol
6 v T® Telyel ovYEY®OC AMEKPODOVTO TOVG PBAPPEPOLC KATAMUPMIPAVTEG TAC HNYOAVAC TOIC
mop@opolg- vadg 6& aveldkov moAAXC pEY €k Tod Teiyovg, GAAat 6& KatedyvvYTO VIO POPNG TOD
aPLepévwy Opyavrwy Kal Bapovg thv Beddv. [63] £pépovTo yap £1¢ adTtag AiBot TaddvTtwy OAKTC
ATTRGD EmTd. Kal £meldn ovyvaic fuépaig tadt’ £6pdto, priyvutat néPog Tod YWRATOC Kal 1) TV
0OGtwr £lopel?®? mANupupa, Kol €m’ alTl ToD Teiyovg pépog OLK £ANOCOOD MNYEWD EKATOD
OLYKATNVEYON.

(And now with regard to the battle, if there be anyone who declines to heed either the opinion
expressed in my narrative or those admirably written verses, but prefers to consider the actual
facts, let him judge from those. Accordingly we will next, if you please, compare the fighting of
Ajax in defence of the ships and of the Achaeans at the wall with the Emperor's achievements at
that famous city. I mean the city to which the Mygdonius, fairest of rivers, gives its name, though
it has also been named after King Antiochus. Then, too, it has another, a barbarian name2 which
is familiar to many of you from your intercourse with the barbarians of those parts. This city was
besieged by an overwhelming number of Parthians with their Indian allies, at the very time when
the Emperor was prepared to march against the usurper. And like the sea crab which they say
engaged Heracles in battle when he sallied forth to attack the Lernaean monster,22 the King of
the Parthians, crossing the Tigris from the mainland, encircled the city with dykes. Then he let
the Mygdonius flow into these, and transformed all the space about the city into a lake, and
completely hemmed it in as though it were an island, so that only the ramparts stood out and
showed a little above the water. Then he besieged it by bringing up ships with siege-engines on
board. This was not the work of a day, but I believe of almost four months. But the defenders
within the wall continually repulsed the barbarians by burning the siege-engines with their fire-
darts. And from the wall they hauled up many of the ships, while others were shattered by the
force of the engines when discharged and the weight of the missiles. For some of the stones that
were hurled on to them weighed as much as seven Attic talents.222 When this had been going on
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for many days in succession, part of the dyke gave way and the water flowed in in full tide,
carrying with it a portion of the wall as much as a hundred cubits long.2%!)
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(Thereupon he arrayed the besieging army in the Persian fashion. For they keep up and imitate
Persian customs, I suppose, because they do not wish to be considered Parthians, and so pretend
to be Persians. That is surely the reason why they prefer the Persian manner of dress. And when
they march to battle they look like them, and take pride in wearing the same armour, and
raiment adorned with gold and purple. By this means they try to evade the truth and to make it
appear that they have not revolted from Macedon, but are merely resuming the empire that was
theirs of old. Their king, therefore, imitating Xerxes, sat on a sort of hill that had been artificially
made, and his army advanced accompanied by their beasts.2? These came from India and carried
iron towers full of archers. First came the cavalry who wore cuirasses, and the archers, and then
the rest of the cavalry in huge numbers. For infantry they find useless for their sort of fighting
and it is not highly regarded by them. Nor, in fact, is it necessary to them, since the whole of the
country that they inhabit is flat and bare. For a military force is naturally valued or slighted in
proportion to its actual usefulness in war. Accordingly, since infantry is, from the nature of the
country, of little use to them, it is granted no great consideration in their laws. This happened in
the case of Crete and Caria as well, and countless nations have a military equipment like theirs.
For instance the plains of Thessaly have proved suitable for cavalry engagements and drill. Our
state, on the other hand, since it has had to encounter adversaries of all sorts, and has won its
pre-eminence by good judgment combined with good luck, has naturally adapted itself to every
kind of armour, and to a varying equipment.)
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(But perhaps those who watch over the rules for writing panegyric as though they were laws,
may say that all this is irrelevant to my speech. Now whether what I have been saying partly
concerns you I shall consider at the proper time. But at any rate I can easily clear myself from the
accusation of such persons. For I declare that I make no claim to be an expert in their art, and
one who has not agreed to abide by certain rules has the right to neglect them. And it may be
that I shall prove to have other convincing excuses besides. But it is not worth while to interrupt
my speech and digress from my theme any longer when there is no need. Let me, then, retrace
my steps to the point at which I digressed.)
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Evtadda yiveton @dvog, 600¢ obnw mpdodey £V moAlopKix Tolad TN yéyove.

(Now when the Parthians advanced to attack the wall in their splendid accoutrements, men and
horses, supported by the Indian elephants, it was with the utmost confidence that they would at
once take it by assault. And at the signal to charge they all pressed forward, since every man of
them was eager to be the first to scale the wall222 and win the glory of that exploit. They did not
imagine that there was anything to fear, nor did they believe that the besieged would resist their
assault. Such was the exaggerated confidence of the Parthians. The besieged, however, kept
their phalanx unbroken at the gap in the wall, and on the portion of the wall that was still intact
they posted all the non-combatants in the city, and distributed among them an equal number of
soldiers. But when the enemy rode up and not a single missile was hurled at them from the wall,
their confidence that they would completely reduce the city was strengthened, and they whipped
and spurred on their horses so that their flanks were covered with blood, until they had left the
dykes behind them. These dykes they had made earlier to dam the mouth of the Mygdonius, and
the mud thereabouts was very deep. In fact there was hardly any ground at all because of the
wo0d,3% and because the soil was so rich, and of the sort that conceals springs under its surface.
Moreover there was in that place a wide moat that had been made long ago to protect the town,
and had become filled up with a bog of considerable depth. Now when the enemy had already
reached this moat and were trying to cross it, a large force of the besieged made a sally, while
many others hurled stones from the walls. Then many of the besiegers were slain, and all with
one accord turned their horses in flight, though only from their gestures could it be seen that
flight was what they desired and intended. For, as they were in the act of wheeling them about,
their horses fell and bore down the riders with them. Weighed down as they were by their
armour, they floundered still deeper in the bog, and the carnage that ensued has never yet been
paralleled in any siege of the same kind.)
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MMAPAOKELTY AIIPAKTOD, £YKEAELOPEVOL T@iol ToD BaoiAéwg, mpoafiyov T¢ Teiyel Kal £BG&AAovTo

mukVoigE2 Toig AlBoig kKol Toig Tofebpaot: [66] Kol £TpwOn TOV Onpiwy Twd kKol dmédavev
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otpatomedov.

(Since this fate had overtaken the cavalry, they tried the elephants, thinking that they would be
more likely to overawe us by that novel sort of fighting. For surely they had not been stricken so
blind as not to see that an elephant is heavier than a horse, since it carries the load, not of two
horses or several, but what would, I suppose, require many waggons, I mean archers and javelin
men and the iron tower besides. All this was a serious hindrance, considering that the ground
was artificially made and had been converted into a bog. And this the event made plain. Hence it
is probable that they were not advancing to give battle, but rather were arrayed to overawe the
besieged. They came on in battle line at equal distances from one another, in fact the phalanx of
the Parthians resembled a wall, with the elephants carrying the towers, and hoplites filling up the
spaces between. But drawn up as these were they were of no great use to the barbarian. It was,
however, a spectacle which gave the defenders on the wall great pleasure and entertainment,
and when they had gazed their fill at what resembled a splendid and costly pageant in
procession, they hurled stones from their engines, and, shooting their arrows, challenged the
barbarians to fight for the wall. Now the Parthians are naturally quick-tempered, and they could
not endure to incur ridicule and lead back this imposing force without striking a blow; so by the
king's express command they charged at the wall and received a continuous fire of stones and
arrows, while some of the elephants were wounded, and perished by sinking into the mud.
Thereupon, in fear for the others also, they led them back to the camp.)
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(Having failed in this second attempt as well, the Parthian king divided his archers into
companies and ordered them to relieve one another and to keep shooting at the breach in the
wall, so that the beseiged could not rebuild it and thus ensure the safety of the town. For he
hoped by this means either to take it by surprise, or by mere numbers to overwhelm the garrison.
But the preparations that had been made by the Emperor made it clear that the barbarian's plan
was futile. For in the rear of the hoplites a second wall was being built, and while he thought they
were using the old line of the wall for the foundations and that the work was not yet in hand, they
had laboured continuously for a whole day and night till the wall had risen to a height of four
cubits. And at daybreak it became visible, a new and conspicuous piece of work. Moreover the
besieged did not for a moment yield their ground, but kept relieving one another and shooting
their javelins at those who were attacking the fallen wall, and all this terribly dismayed the
barbarian. Nevertheless he did not at once lead off his army but employed the same efforts over
again. But when he had done as before, and as before suffered repulse, he did lead his army
back, having lost many whole tribes through famine, and squandered many lives over the dykes
and in the siege. He had also put to death many satraps one after another, on various charges,
blaming one of them because the dykes had not been made strong enough, but gave way and
were flooded by the waters of the river, another because when fighting under the walls he had
not distinguished himself; and others he executed for one offence or another. This is in fact the
regular custom among the barbarians in Asia, to shift the blame of their ill-success on to their
subjects. Thus then the king acted on that occasion, and afterwards took himself off. And from
that time he has kept the peace with us and has never asked for any covenant or treaty, but he
stays at home and is thankful if only the Emperor does not march against him and exact
vengeance for his audacity and folly.)

Apd ye &€lov tadTny napafadeiv Y pdyny taic doep TOY Pe®@Y TOY EAANLIKGY Kai Tod Teiyovg;
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Bao1Aéwg Evpmeibovtog, GppNKTOY PNGOY TE Kol adTOD £1Aap KATAOKELATATOAL.

(And now am I justified in comparing this battle with those that were fought in defence of the
Greek ships and the wall? Observe the following points of similarity, and note also the difference.
Of the Greeks the two Ajaxes, the Lapithae and Menestheus fell back from the wall and looked on
helplessly while the gates were battered down by Hector, and Sarpedon scaled the battlements.
But our garrison did not give way even when the wall fell in of itself, but they fought and won,
and repulsed the Parthians, aided though these were by their Indian allies. Then again Hector
went up on to the ships and fought from their decks on foot, and as though from behind a
rampart, whereas our garrison first had to fight a naval battle from the walls, and finally, while
Hector and Sarpedon had to retreat from the battlements and the ships, the garrison routed not
only the forces that brought ships to the attack but the land force as well. Now it is appropriate
that by some happy chance my speech should have alluded to Hector and Sarpedon, and to what
I may call the very crown of their achievements, I mean the destruction of that wall which Homer
tells us the Achaeans built only the day before, on the advice of the princely orator® of Pylos “to

be an impregnable bulwark for the ships and the army.”3%7)

Iyxebov yap pot TodTo @aivetal T0 yevvaldtator T £pywr "ExTopog, Kai ovyl FAadkov téyvng3ts

ovveival ovbe copwTtépag emvoiag beitar, Opnpov cae®dg 616GoKOVTOG, WG AYIAAEWG HED
@avEVTOG

(For that I think was almost the proudest of Hector's achievements, and he did not need the craft
of Glaucus to help him, or any wiser plan, for Homer says plainly that the moment Achilles
appeared)

£600eTO ODAAPOD AVEPOD.

(“He shrank back into the crowd of men.”3%2)
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(Again, when Agamemnon attacked the Trojans and pursued them to the wall, Zeus stole away3'?
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Hector so that he might escape at his leisure. And the poet is mocking him and ridiculing his
cowardice when he says that as he was sitting under the oak-tree, being already near the gate,
Iris came to him with this message from Zeus:)

Opp’ av pév xkev 0pi¢ Ayapéprova motpéva AaGv
@bvovt’ €v mpopdyolow, évaipovta otiyag avdpdv, [68]
Téep' dméeke PAYNG.

(“So long as thou seest Agamemnon, shepherd of the host, raging among the foremost fighters
and cutting down the ranks of men, so long do thou keep back from the fight.”311)
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(For is it likely that Zeus would give such base and cowardly advice, especially to one who was
not even fighting, but was standing there very much at his ease? And while the son of Tydeus, on
whose head Athene kindled a mighty flame, was slaying many and forcing to flight all who stayed
to encounter him, Hector stood far away from the battle. Though he had to endure many taunts,
he despaired of making a stand against the Achaeans, but made a specious excuse for going to
the city to advise his mother to propitiate Athene in company with the Trojan women. And yet if
in person he had besought the goddess before the temple, with the elders, he would have had
good reason for that, for it is only proper, in my opinion, that a general or king should always
serve the god with the appointed ritual, like a priest or prophet, and not neglect this duty nor
think it more fitting for another, and depute it as though he thought such a service beneath his
own dignity.)
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(For here I think I may without offence adapt slightly Plato's language where he says that the
man, and especially the king, best equipped for this life is he who depends on God for all that
relates to happiness, and does not hang in suspense on other men, whose actions, whether good
or bad, are liable to force him and his affairs out of the straight path.3® And though no one
should allow me to paraphrase or change that passage or alter that word,2'® and though I should
be told that I must leave it undisturbed like something holy and consecrated by time, even in that
case I shall maintain that this is what that wise man meant. For when he says “depends on
himself,” assuredly he does not refer to a man's body or his property, or long descent, or
distinguished ancestors. For these are indeed his belongings, but they are not the man himself;
his real self is his mind, his intelligence, and, in a word, the god that is in us. As to which, Plato
elsewhere calls it “the supreme form of the soul that is within us,” and says that “God has given it
to each one of us as a guiding genius, even that which we say dwells in the summit of our body
and raises us from earth towards our celestial affinity.”32? It is on this that he plainly says every
man ought to depend, and not on other men, who have so often succeeded when they wish to
harm and hinder us in other respects. Indeed it has happened before now that even without such
a desire men have deprived us of certain of our possessions. But this alone cannot be hindered or
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harmed, since “Heaven does not permit the bad to injure what is better than itself.”32! This saying
also is from Plato. But it may be that I am wearying you with these doctrines of his with which I
sprinkle my own utterances in small quantities, as with salt or gold dust. For salt makes our food
more agreeable, and gold enhances an effect to the eye. But Plato's doctrines produce both
effects. For as we listen to them they give more pleasure than salt to the sense, and they have a
wonderful power of sweetly nourishing and cleansing the soul. So that I must not hesitate or be
cautious of criticism if someone reproaches me with being insatiable and grasping at everything,
like persons at a banquet who, in their greed to taste every dish, cannot keep their hands from
what is set before them.222 For something of this sort seems to happen in my case when, in the
same breath, I utter panegyric and philosophic theories, and, before I have done justice to my
original theme, break off in the middle to expound the sayings of philosophers. I have had
occasion before now to reply to those who make such criticisms as these, and perhaps I shall
have to do so again.)
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(I will now, however, resume the thread of my discourse and go back to my starting-point, like
those who, when a race is being started, run ahead out of the line. Well, I was saying, a moment
ago, that Plato declares that a man's real self is his mind and soul, whereas his body and his
estate are but his possessions. This is the distinction made in that marvellous work, the Laws.
And so if one were to go back to the beginning and say “That man is best equipped for life who
makes everything that relates to happiness depend on his mind and intelligence and not on those
outside himself who, by doing or faring well or ill force him out of the straight path,” he is not
changing or perverting the sense of the words, but expounds and interprets them correctly. And
if for Plato's word “genius”325 he substitutes the word “God” he has a perfect right to do so. For if
Plato gives the control of our whole life to the presiding “genius” within us which is by nature
unaffected by sensation and akin to God, but must endure and suffer much because of its
association with the body, and therefore gives the impression to the crowd that it also is subject
to sensation and death; and if he says that this is true of every man who wishes to be happy, what
must we suppose is his opinion about pure intelligence unmixed with earthly substance, which is
indeed synonymous with God? To this I say every man, whether he be a private citizen or a king,
ought to entrust the reins of his life, and by a king I mean one who is really worthy of the name,
and not counterfeit or falsely so called, but one who is aware of God and discerns his nature
because of his affinity with him, and being truly wise bows to the divine authority and yields the
supremacy to God. For it is senseless and arrogant indeed for those who cultivate virtue not to
submit to God once and for all, as far as possible. For we must believe that this above all else is
what God approves. Again, no man must neglect the traditional form of worship or lightly regard
this method of paying honour to the higher power, but rather consider that to be virtuous is to be
scrupulously devout. For Piety is the child of Justice, and that justice is a characteristic of the
more divine type of soul is obvious to all who discuss such matters.)
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A0Opov- [71] Nn&wobuevr 6& unbe &g Gotv tivar pnbe amolAeimew TnY pdynv péddovtd ye o0
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(For this reason, then, while I applaud Hector for refusing to make a libation because of the
blood-stains on his hands, he had, as I said, no right to go back to the city or forsake the battle,
seeing that the task he was about to perform was not that of a general or of a king, but of a
messenger and underling, and that he was ready to take on himself the office of an Idaeus or
Talthybius. However, as I said at first, this seems to have been simply a specious excuse for
flight. And indeed when he obeyed the bidding of the seer and fought a duel with the son of
Telamon,328 he was very ready to make terms and to give presents, and rejoiced to have escaped
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death. In short, as a rule, he is brave when in pursuit of the retreating foe, but in no case has he
the credit of a victory or of turning the tide of battle, except when)

mp&®TOG £0NAaTo TELX0G Ayoidv

(“He was the first to leap within the wall of the Achaeans”322)
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(together with Sarpedon. Shall I therefore shrink from competition as though I could not cite on
behalf of the Emperor any such exploit, and must therefore avoid seeming to compare the trivial
with the important and things of little account with what deserves more serious consideration, or
shall I venture to enter the lists even against an achievement so famous? Now that wall was to
protect the beach, and was a palisade such as we are wont to construct, and was completed in
less than a morning. But the wall that was on the Alps was an ancient fort, and the usurper used
it after his flight, converting it into a defence as strong as though it had been newly built, and he
left there an ample garrison of seasoned troops. But he did not himself march all the way there,
but remained in the neighbouring city.23! This is a trading centre of the Italians on the coast, very
prosperous and teeming with wealth, since the Mysians and Paeonians and all the Italian
inhabitants of the interior procure their merchandise thence. These last used, I think, to be called
Heneti in the past, but now that the Romans are in possession of these cities they preserve the
original name, but make the trifling addition of one letter at the beginning of the word. Its sign is
a single character332 and they call it “00,” and they often use it instead of “b,” to serve, I suppose,
as a sort of breathing, and to represent some peculiarity of their pronunciation. The nation as a
whole is called by this name, but at the time of the founding of the city an eagle from Zeus flew
past on the right, and so bestowed on the place the omen derived from the bird.233 It is situated
at the foot of the Alps, which are very high mountains with precipices in them, and they hardly
allow room for those who are trying to force their way over the passes to use even a single
waggon and a pair of mules. They begin at the sea which we call Ionian, and form a barrier
between what is now Italy and the Illyrians and Galatians, and extend as far as the Etruscan sea.
For when the Romans conquered the whole of this country, which includes the tribe of the Heneti
and some of the Ligurians and a considerable number of Galatians besides, they did not hinder
them from retaining their ancient names, but compelled them to acknowledge the dominion of
the Italian republic. And, in our day, all the territory that lies within the Alps and is bounded by
the Ionian and the Etruscan seas has the honour of being called Italy. On the other side of the
Alps, on the west, dwell the Galatians, and the Rhaetians to the north where the Rhine and the
Danube have their sources hard by in the neighbouring country of the barbarians. And on the
east, as I said, the Alps fortify the district where the usurper stationed his garrison. In this way,
then, Italy is contained on all sides, partly by mountains that are very hard to cross, partly by a
shallow sea into which countless streams empty and form a morass like the marshlands of Egypt.
But the Emperor by his skill gained control of the whole of that boundary of the sea, and forced
his way inland.)
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(I will now relate how the city was actually taken, lest you should think I am wasting time by
describing once more the difficulties of the ground, and how it was impossible to plant a camp or
even a palisade near the city or to bring up siege-engines or devices for storming it, because the
country all about was terribly short of water, and there were not even small pools. And if you
wish to grasp the main point of my narrative in a few words, remember the Macedonian's33?
expedition against those Indians who lived on the famous rock33¢ up to which not even the
lightest birds could wing their flight, and how he took it by storm, and you will be content to hear
no more from me. However I will add this merely, that Alexander in storming the rock lost many
of his Macedonians, whereas our ruler and general lost not a single chiliarch or a captain, nay
not even a legionary from the muster-roll, but achieved an unsullied and “tearless”3% victory.
Now Hector and Sarpedon, no doubt, hurled down many men from the wall, but when they
encountered Patroclus in all his glory Sarpedon was slain near the ships, while Hector, to his
shame, fled without even recovering the body of his friend. Thus without intelligence and
emboldened by mere physical strength they ventured to attack the wall. But the Emperor, when
strength and daring are required, employs force of arms and good counsel together, and so wins
the day, but where good judgment alone is necessary it is by this that he steers his course, and
thus achieves triumphs such as not even iron could ever avail to erase.34?)
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(But since my speech has of its own accord reached this point in its course and has long been
eager to praise the Emperor's wisdom and wise counsel, I allow it to do so. And in fact I spoke
briefly on this subject some time ago, and all the cases where there seemed to me to be any
affinity between the heroes of Homer and the Emperor, I described because of that resemblance,
comparing great things with small. And indeed if one considers the size of their armaments, the
superiority of his forces also becomes evident. For in those days all Greece was set in motion,243
and part of Thrace and Paeonia, and all the subject allies of Priam,)
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(“All that Lesbos, the seat of Makar, contains within, and Phrygia on the north and the
boundless Hellespont.”34%)
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(But to try to count up the nations who lately marched with the Emperor and fought on his side in
the war, would be idle talk, superfluous verbiage, and absurd simplicity. And it is natural that, in
proportion as the armies are larger, their achievements are more important. So it follows of
necessity that, in this respect as well, the Emperor's army surpassed Homer's heroes. In mere
numbers, at any rate, at what point, I ask, could one justly compare them? For the Greeks fought
all along for a single city and the Trojans when they prevailed were not able to drive away the
Greeks, nor were the Greeks strong enough, when they won a victory, to destroy and overthrow
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the power and the royal sway of the house of Priam, and yet the time they spent over it was ten
years long. But the Emperor's wars and undertakings have been numerous. He has been
described as waging war against the Germans across the Rhine, and then there was his bridge of
boats over the Tigris, and his exposure of the power and arrogance of the Parthians3® was no
trivial thing, on that occasion when they did not venture to defend their country while he was
laying it waste, but had to look on while the whole of it was devastated between the Tigris and
the Lycus. Then, when the war against the usurper was concluded, there followed the expeditions
to Sicily and Carthage, and that stratagem of occupying beforehand the mouth of the Po, which
deprived the usurper of all his forces in Italy, and finally that third and last fall®4? at the Cottian
Alps, which secured for the Emperor the pleasure of a victory that was sure, and carried with it
no fears for the future, while it compelled the defeated man to inflict on himself a just penalty
wholly worthy of his misdeeds.)
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(I have given this brief account of the Emperor's achievements, not adding anything in flattery
and trying to exaggerate things that are perhaps of no special importance, nor dragging in what
is far-fetched and unduly pressing points of resemblance with those achievements, like those who
interpret the myths of the poets and analyse them into plausible versions which allow them to
introduce fictions of their own, though they start out from very slight analogies, and having
recourse to a very shadowy basis, try to convince us that this is the very thing that the poets
intended to say. But in this case if anyone should take out of Homer's poems merely the names of
the heroes, and insert and fit in the Emperor's, the epic of the Iliad would be seen to have been
composed quite as much in his honour as in theirs.)
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(But that you may not think, if you hear only about his achievements and successes in war, that
the Emperor is less well endowed for pursuits that are loftier and rightly considered of more
importance, I mean public speaking and deliberations and all those affairs in which judgment
combined with intelligence and prudence take the helm, consider the case of Odysseus and
Nestor, who are so highly praised in the poem; and if you find that the Emperor is inferior to
them in any respect, put that down to his panegyrists, but we should rather in fairness concede
that he is far superior. Nestor, for instance, when they began to disagree and quarrel about the
captive damsel,338 tried to address them, and he did persuade the king and the son of Thetis, but
only to this extent that Achilles broke up the assembly in disorder, while Agamemnon did not
even wait to complete his expiation to the god, but while he was still performing the rite and the
sacred ship was in view, he sent heralds to the tent of Achilles, just as though, it seems to me, he
were afraid that he would forget his anger, and, once free from that passion, would repent and
avoid his error. Again, the far-travelled orator from Ithaca, when he tried to persuade Achilles to
make peace, and offered him many gifts and promised him countless others, so provoked the
young warrior that, though he had not before planned to sail home, he now began to make
preparations.25® Then there are those wonderful proofs of their intelligence, their exhortations to
battle and Nestor's building of the wall, a cowardly notion and worthy indeed of an old man. Nor
in truth did the Achaeans benefit much from that device. For it was after they had finished the
wall that they were worsted by the Trojans, and naturally enough. For before that, they thought
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that they were themselves protecting the ships, like a noble bulwark. But when they realised that
a wall lay in front of them, built with a deep moat and set at intervals with sharp stakes, they
grew careless and slackened their valour, because they trusted to the fortification. Yet it is not
anyone who blames them and shows that they were in the wrong who is therefore a fit and
proper person to praise the Emperor. But he who, in a worthy manner, recounts the Emperor's
deeds, which were done not idly or automatically, or from an irrational impulse, but were skilfully
planned beforehand and carried through, he alone praises adequately the Emperor's keen
intelligence.)
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(But to report to you those speeches which he made at every public gathering to the armies and
the common people and the councils, demands too long a narrative, though it is perhaps not too
much to ask you to hear about one of these. Pray then think once more of the son of Laertes
when the Greeks were rushing to set sail and he checked the rush and diverted their zeal back to
the war,2%® and then of the Emperor's assembly in Illyria, when that old man,3% persuaded by
mere youths to think childish thoughts, forgot his treaties and obligations and proved to be the
enemy of his preserver and benefactor, and came to terms with one against whom the Emperor
was waging a war that allowed no truce nor herald of a truce,?®? and who was not only getting an
army together, but came to meet the Emperor on the border of the country, because he was
anxious to hinder him from advancing further. And when those two armies met, and it was
necessary to hold an assembly in the presence of the hoplites, a high platform was set up and it
was surrounded by a crowd of hoplites, javelin-men and archers and cavalry equipped with their
horses and the standards of the divisions. Then the Emperor, accompanied by him who for the
moment was his colleague, mounted the platform, carrying no sword or shield or helmet, but
wearing his usual dress. And not even one of his bodyguard followed him, but there he stood
alone on the platform, trusting to that speech which was so impressively appropriate. For of
speeches too he is a good craftsman, though he does not plane down and polish his phrases nor
elaborate his periods like the ingenious rhetoricians, but is at once dignified and simple, and uses
the right words on every occasion, so that they sink into the souls not only of those who claim to
be cultured and intelligent, but many unlearned persons too understand and give hearing to his
words. And so he won over many tens of thousands of hoplites and twenty thousand cavalry and
most warlike nations, and at the same time a country that is extremely fertile, not seizing it by
force, or carrying off captives, but by winning over men who obeyed him of their own free will
and were eager to carry out his orders. This victory I judge to be far more splendid than that for
which Sparta is famous.28 For that was “tearless” for the victors only, but the Emperor's did not
cause even the defeated to shed tears, but he who was masquerading as Emperor came down
from the platform when he had pleaded his cause, and handed over to the Emperor the imperial
purple2®? as though it were an ancestral debt. And all else the Emperor gave him in abundance,
more than they say Cyrus gave to his grandfather, and arranged that he should live and be
maintained in the manner that Homer recommends for men who are past their prime:—)

Tolo0Tw yap £01KeD, EMel AODOOALTO PAYOL TE,
Evb6épevar padar®@c- [D] ) yap 6{kn €0l yepdvTwy.

(“For it is fitting that such a one, when he has bathed and fed, should sleep soft, for that is the
manner of the aged.”379)
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(Now for my part I should have been glad to repeat to you the words that the Emperor used, and
no fear would overtake me when handling words so noble. But modesty restrains me and does
not permit me to change or interpret his words to you. For it would be wrong of me to tamper
with them, and I should blush to have my ignorance exposed, if someone who had read the
Emperor's composition or heard it at the time should remember it by heart, and demand from me
not only the ideas in it but all the excellences with which they are adorned, though they are
composed in the language of our ancestors.2”> Now this at any rate Homer had not to fear when,
many generations later, he reported his speeches, since his speakers left no record of what they
said in their assemblies, and I think he was clearly confident that he was able to relate and report
what they said in a better style. But to make an inferior copy is absurd and unworthy of a
generous and noble soul. Now as to the marvellous portion of his achievements and those of
which the great multitude was spectator and hence preserves their memory and commends them,
since it looks to the result and is there to judge whether they turn out well or ill, and eulogises
them in language that is certainly not elegant,—as to all this I say you have often heard from the
ingenious sophists, and from the race of poets inspired by the Muses themselves, so that, as far
as these are concerned, I must have wearied you by speaking about them at too great length. For
you are already surfeited with them, your ears are filled with them, and there will always be a
supply of composers of such discourses to sing of battles and proclaim victories with a loud clear
voice, after the manner of the heralds at the Olympic games. For you yourselves, since you
delight to listen to them, have produced an abundance of these men. And no wonder. For their
conceptions of what is good and bad are akin to your own, and they do but report to you your
own opinions and depict them in fine phrases, like a dress of many colours, and cast them into
the mould of agreeable rhythms and forms, and bring them forth for you as though they had
invented something new. And you welcome them eagerly, and think that this is the correct way to
eulogise, and you say that these deeds have received their due. And this is perhaps true but it
may well be otherwise, since you do not really know what the correct way should be.)
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(For I have observed that Socrates the Athenian—you know the man by hearsay and that his
reputation for wisdom was proclaimed aloud by the Pythian oracle2”’—I say I have observed that
he did not praise that sort of thing, nor would he admit3”® that they are happy and fortunate who
are masters of a great territory and many nations, with many Greeks too among them, and still
more numerous and powerful barbarians, such men as are able to cut a canal through Athos and
join continents3”® by a bridge of boats whenever they please, and who subdue nations and reduce
islands by sweeping the inhabitants into a net,%8® and make offerings of a thousand talents' worth
of frankincense.28! Therefore he never praised Xerxes or any other king of Persia or Lydia or
Macedonia, and not even a Greek general, save only a very few, whomsoever he knew to delight
in virtue and to cherish courage with temperance and to love wisdom with justice. But those
whom he saw to be cunning, or merely clever, or generals and nothing more, or ingenious, or
able, though each one could lay claim to only one small fraction of virtue, to impose on the
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masses, these too he would not praise without reserve. And his judgment is followed by a host of
wise men who reverence virtue, but as for all those wonders and marvels that I have described,
some say of them that they are worth little, others that they are worth nothing.)
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(Now if you also are of their opinion, I feel no inconsiderable alarm for what I said earlier, and for
myself, lest possibly you should declare that my words are mere childishness, and that I am an
absurd and ignorant sophist and make pretensions to an art in which I confess that I have no
skill, as indeed I must confess to you when I recite eulogies that are really deserved, and such as
you think it worth while to listen to, even though they should seem to most of you somewhat
uncouth and far inferior to what has been already uttered. But if, as I said before, you accept the
authors of those other eulogies, then my fear is altogether allayed. For then I shall not seem
wholly out of place, but though, as I admit, inferior to many others, yet judged by my own
standard, not wholly unprofitable nor attempting what is out of place. And indeed it is probably
not easy for you to disbelieve wise and inspired men who have much to say, each in his own
manner, though the sum and substance of all their speeches is the praise of virtue. And virtue
they say is implanted in the soul and makes it happy and kingly, yes, by Zeus, and statesmanlike
and gifted with true generalship, and generous and truly wealthy, not because it possesses the
Colophonian38 treasures of gold,)
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(“Nor all that the stone threshold of the Far-Darter contained within,”384)
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“in the old days, in times of peace,”38 when the fortunes of Greece had not yet fallen; nay nor
costly clothing and precious stones from India and many tens of thousands of acres of land, but
that which is superior to all these things together and more pleasing to the gods; which can keep
us safe even in shipwreck, in the market-place, in the crowd, in the house, in the desert, in the
midst of robbers, and from the violence of tyrants.
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(For there is nothing at all superior to it, nothing that can constrain and control it, or take it from
him who has once possessed it. Indeed it seems to me that this possession bears the same
relation to the soul as its light to the sun. For often men have stolen the votive offerings of the
Sun and destroyed his temples and gone their way, and some have been punished, and others let
alone as not worthy of the punishment that leads to amendment. But his light no one ever takes
from the sun, not even the moon when in their conjunctions she oversteps his disc, or when she
takes his rays to herself, and often, as the saying is, turns midday into night.3%8 Nor is he deprived
of his light when he illumines the moon in her station opposite to himself and shares with her his
own nature, nor when he fills with light and day this great and wonderful universe. Just so no
good man who imparts his goodness to another was ever thought to have less virtue by as much
as he had bestowed. So divine and excellent is that possession, and most true is the saying of the
Athenian stranger, whoever that inspired man may have been: “All the gold beneath the earth
and above ground is too little to give in exchange for virtue.” Let us therefore now boldly call
its possessor wealthy, yes and I should say well-born also, and the only king among them all,4% if
anyone agree to this. For as noble birth is better than a lowly pedigree, so virtue is better than a
character not in all respects admirable. And let no one say that this statement is contentious and
too strong, judging by the ordinary use of words. For the multitude are wont to say that the sons
of those who have long been rich are well-born. And yet is it not extraordinary that a cook or
cobbler, yes, by Zeus, or some potter who has got money together by his craft, or by some other
means, is not considered well-born nor is given that title by the many, whereas if this man's son
inherit his estate and hand it on to his sons, they begin to give themselves airs and compete on
the score of noble birth with the Pelopids and the Heraclids? Nay, even a man who is born of
noble ancestors, but himself sinks down in the opposite scale of life, could not justly claim kinship
with those ancestors, seeing that no one could be enrolled among the Pelopids who had not on
his shoulder the birth-mark?® of that family. And in Boeotia it was said that there was the
impression of a spear on the Sown-men?® from the clod of earth that bore and reared them, and
that hence the race long preserved that distinguishing mark. And can we suppose that on men's
souls no mark of that sort is engraved, which shall tell us accurately who their fathers were and
vindicate their birth as legitimate? They say that the Celts also have a river!®® which is an
incorruptible judge of offspring, and neither can the mothers persuade that river by their laments
to hide and conceal their fault for them, nor the fathers who are afraid for their wives and sons in
this trial, but it is an arbiter that never swerves or gives a false verdict. But we are corrupted by
riches, by physical strength in its prime, by powerful ancestors, an influence from without that
overshadows and does not permit us to see clearly or discern the soul; for we are unlike all other
living things in this, that by the soul and by nothing else, we should with reason make our
decision about noble birth. And it seems to me that the ancients, employing a wondrous sagacity
of nature, since their wisdom was not like ours a thing acquired, but they were philosophers by
nature, not manufactured,?® perceived the truth of this, and so they called Heracles the son of
Zeus, and Leda's two sons also, and Minos the law-giver, and Rhadamanthus of Cnossus they
deemed worthy of the same distinction. And many others they proclaimed to be the children of
other gods, because they so surpassed their mortal parents. For they looked at the soul alone and
their actual deeds, and not at wealth piled high and hoary with age, nor at the power that had
come down to them from some grandfather or great-grandfather. And yet some of them were the
sons of fathers not wholly inglorious. But because of the superabundance in them of that virtue
which men honoured and cherished, they were held to be the sons of the gods themselves. This is
clear from the following fact. In the case of certain others, though they did not know those who
were by nature their sires, they ascribed that title to a divinity, to recompense the virtue of those
men. And we ought not to say that they were deceived, and that in ignorance they told lies about
the gods. For even if in the case of other gods or deities it was natural that they should be so
deceived, when they clothed them in human forms and human shapes, though those deities
possess a nature not to be perceived or attained by the senses, but barely recognisable by means
of pure intelligence, by reason of their kinship with it; nevertheless in the case of the visible gods
it is not probable that they were deceived, for instance, when they entitled Aeetes “son of Helios”
and another?® “son of the Dawn,” and so on with others. But, as I said, we must in these cases
believe them, and make our enquiry about noble birth accordingly. And when a man has virtuous
parents and himself resembles them, we may with confidence call him nobly born. But when,
though his parents lack virtue, he himself can claim to possess it, we must suppose that the
father who begat him is Zeus, and we must not pay less respect to him than to those who are the
sons of virtuous fathers and emulate their parents. But when a bad man comes of good parents,
we ought to enrol him among the bastards, while as for those who come of a bad stock and
resemble their parents, never must we call them well-born, not even though their wealth amounts
to ten thousand talents, not though they reckon among their ancestors twenty rulers, or, by Zeus,
twenty tyrants, not though they can prove that the victories they won at Olympia or Pytho or in
the encounters of war—which are in every way more brilliant than victories in the games—were
more than the first Caesar's, or can point to excavations in Assyriat®® or to the walls of Babylon
and the Egyptian pyramids besides, and to all else that is a proof of wealth and great possessions
and luxury and a soul that is inflamed by ambition and, being at a loss how to use money, lavishes
on things of that sort all those abundant supplies of wealth. For you are well aware that it is not
wealth, either ancestral or newly acquired and pouring in from some source or other, that makes
a king, nor his purple cloak nor his tiara and sceptre and diadem and ancestral throne, nay nor
numerous hoplites and ten thousand cavalry; not though all men should gather together and
acknowledge him for their king, because virtue they cannot bestow on him, but only power, ill-
omened indeed for him that receives it, but still more for those that bestow it. For once he has
received such power, a man of that sort is altogether raised aloft in the clouds, and in nowise
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differs from the legend of Phaethon and his fate. And there is no need of other instances to make
us believe this saying, for the whole of life is full of such disasters and tales about them. And if it
seems surprising to you that the title of king, so honourable, so favoured by the gods, cannot
justly be claimed by men who, though they rule over a vast territory and nations without number,
nevertheless settle questions that arise by an autocratic decision, without intelligence or wisdom
or the virtues that go with wisdom, believe me they are not even free men; I do not mean if they
merely possess what they have with none to hinder them and have their fill of power, but even
though they conquer all who make war against them, and, when they lead an invading army,
appear invincible and irresistible. And if any of you doubt this statement, I have no lack of
notable witnesses, Greek and barbarian, who fought and won many mighty battles, and became
the masters of whole nations and compelled them to pay tribute, and yet were themselves slaves
in a still more shameful degree of pleasure, money and wantonness, insolence and injustice. And
no man of sense would call them even powerful, not though greatness should shine upon and
illumine all that they achieved. For he alone is strong whose virtue aids him to be brave and
magnanimous. But he who is the slave of pleasure and cannot control his temper and appetites of
all sorts, but is compelled to succumb to trivial things, is neither brave himself nor strong with a
man's strength, though we may perhaps allow him to exult like a bull or lion or leopard?®? in his
brute force, if indeed he do not lose even this and, like a drone, merely superintend the labours of
others, himself a “feeble warrior,”4°® and cowardly and dissolute. And if that be his character, he
is lacking not only in true riches, but in that wealth also which men so highly honour and
reverence and desire, on which hang the souls of men of all sorts, so that they undergo countless
toils and labours for the sake of daily gain, and endure to sail the sea and to trade and rob and
grasp at tyrannies. For they live ever acquiring but ever in want, though I do not say of necessary
food and drink and clothes; for the limit of this sort of property has been clearly defined by
nature and none can be deprived of it, neither birds nor fish nor wild beasts, much less prudent
men. But those who are tortured by the desire and fatal passion for money must suffer a lifelong
hunger,%?? and depart from life more miserably than those who lack daily food. For these, once
they have filled their bellies, enjoy perfect peace and respite from their torment, but for those
others no day is sweet that does not bring them gain, nor does night with her gift of sleep that
relaxes the limbs and frees men from care® bring for them any remission of their raging
madness, but distracts and agitates their souls as they reckon and count up their money. And not
even the wealth of Tantalus and Midas, should they possess it, frees those men from their desire
and their hard toil therewith, nay nor “Tyranny the greatest and sternest of the gods,”4! should
they become possessed of this also. For have you not heard that Darius, the ruler of Persia, a man
not wholly base, but insatiably and shamefully covetous of money, dug up in his greed even the
tombs of the dead4'? and exacted the most costly tribute? And hence he acquired the title?!3 that
is famous among all mankind. For the notables of Persia called him by the name that the
Athenians gave to Sarambos.414)
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(But it seems that my argument, as though it had reached some steep descent, is glutting itself
with unsparing abuse, and is chastising the manners of these men beyond what is fitting, so that I
must not allow it to travel further. But now I must demand from it an account, as far as is
possible, of the man who is good and kingly and great-souled. In the first place, then, he is devout
and does not neglect the worship of the gods, and secondly he is pious and ministers to his
parents, both when they are alive and after their death, and he is friendly to his brothers, and
reverences the gods who protect the family, while to suppliants and strangers he is mild and
gentle; and he is anxious to gratify good citizens, and governs the masses with justice and for
their benefit. And wealth he loves, but not that which is heavy with gold and silver, but that
which is full of the true good-will of his friends,*2? and service without flattery. Though by nature
he is brave and gallant, he takes no pleasure in war, and detests civil discord, though when men
do attack him, whether from some chance, or by reason of their own wickedness, he resists them
bravely and defends himself with energy, and carries through his enterprises to the end, not
desisting till he has destroyed the power of the foe and made it subject to himself. But after he
has conquered by force of arms, he makes his sword cease from slaughter, because he thinks that
for one who is no longer defending himself to go on killing and laying waste is to incur pollution.
And being by nature fond of work, and great of soul, he shares in the labours of all; and claims
the lion's share of those labours, then divides with the others the rewards for the risks which he
has run, and is glad and rejoices, not because he has more gold and silver treasure than other
men, and palaces adorned with costly furniture, but because he is able to do good to many, and
to bestow on all men whatever they may chance to lack. This is what he who is truly a king claims
for himself. And since he loves both the city and the soldiers,*2! he cares for the citizens as a
shepherd for his flock, planning how their young may flourish and thrive, eating their full of
abundant and undisturbed pasture; and his soldiers he oversees and keeps together, training
them in courage, strength and mercy, like well-bred dogs, noble guardians of the flock,422
regarding them both as the partners of his exploits and the protectors of the masses, and not as
spoilers and pillagers of the flock, like wolves and mongrel dogs which, forgetting their own
nature and nurture, turn out to be marauders instead of preservers and defenders. Yet on the
other hand, he will not suffer them to be sluggish, slothful and unwarlike, lest the guardians
should themselves need others to watch them, nor disobedient to their officers, because he
knows that obedience above all else, and sometimes alone, is the saving discipline in war. And he
will train them to be hardy and not afraid of any labour, and never indolent, for he knows that
there is not much use in a guardian who shirks his task and cannot hold out or endure fatigue.
And not only by exhorting, or by his readiness to praise the deserving or by rewarding and
punishing severely and inexorably, does he win them over to this and coerce them; but far rather
does he show that he is himself what he would have them be, since he refrains from all pleasure,
and as for money desires it not at all, much or little, nor robs his subjects of it; and since he
abhors indolence he allows little time for sleep, For in truth no one who is asleep is good for
anything,%23 nor if, when awake he resembles those who are asleep. And he will, I think, succeed
in keeping them wonderfully obedient to himself and to their officers, since he himself will be
seen to obey the wisest laws and to live in accordance with right precepts, and in short to be
under the guidance of that part of the soul which is naturally kingly and worthy to take the lead,
and not of the emotional or undisciplined part. For how could one better persuade men to endure
and undergo fatigue, not only in a campaign and under arms, but also in all those exercises that
have been invented in times of peace to give men practice for conflicts abroad, than by being
clearly seen to be oneself strong as adamant? For in truth the most agreeable sight for a soldier,
when he is fighting hard, is a prudent commander who takes an active part in the work in hand,
himself zealous while exhorting his men, who is cheerful and calm in what seems to be a
dangerous situation, but on occasion stern and severe whenever they are over confident. For in
the matter of caution or boldness the subordinate naturally imitates his leader. And he must plan
as well, no less than for what I have mentioned, that they may have abundant provisions and run
short of none of the necessaries of life. For often the most loyal guardians and protectors of the
flock are driven by want to become fierce towards the shepherds, and when they see them from
afar they bark at them and do not even spare the sheep.42)
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(Such then is the good king at the head of his legions, but to his city he is a saviour and
protector, not only when he is warding off dangers from without or repelling barbarian
neighbours or invading them; but also by putting down civil discord, vicious morals, luxury and
profligacy, he will procure relief from the greatest evils. And by excluding insolence, lawlessness,
injustice and greed for boundless wealth, he will not permit the feuds that arise from these
causes and the dissensions that end in disaster to show even the first sign of growth, and if they
do arise he will abolish them as quickly as possible and expel them from his city. And no one who
transgresses and violates the law will escape his notice, no more than would an enemy in the act
of scaling his defences. But though he is a good guardian of the laws, he will be still better at
framing them, if ever occasion and chance call on him to do so. And no device can persuade one
of his character to add to the statutes a false and spurious and bastard law, any more than he
would introduce among his own sons a servile and vulgar strain. For he cares for justice and the
right, and neither parents nor kinsfolk nor friends can persuade him to do them a favour and
betray the cause of justice. For he looks upon his fatherland as the common hearth and mother of
all, older and more reverend than his parents, and more precious than brothers or friends or
comrades; and to defraud or do violence to her laws he regards as a greater impiety than
sacrilegious robbery of the money that belongs to the gods. For law is the child of justice, the
sacred and truly divine adjunct of the most mighty god, and never will the man who is wise make
light of it or set it at naught. But since all that he does will have justice in view, he will be eager
to honour the good, and the vicious he will, like a good physician, make every effort to cure.)
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(But there are two kinds of error, for in one type of sinner may dimly be discerned a hope of
improvement, nor do they wholly reject a cure, while the vices of others are incurable. And for
the latter the laws have contrived the penalty of death as a release from evil, and this not only for
the benefit of the criminal, but quite as much in the interest of others. Accordingly there must
needs be two kinds of trials. For when men are not incurable the king will hold it to be his duty to
investigate and to cure. But with the others he will firmly refuse to interfere, and will never
willingly have anything to do with a trial when death is the penalty that has been ordained by the
laws for the guilty. However, in making laws for such offences, he will do away with violence and
harshness and cruelty of punishment, and will elect by lot, to judge them, a court of staid and
sober men who throughout their lives have admitted the most rigid scrutiny of their own virtue,
men who will not rashly, or led by some wholly irrational impulse, after deliberating for only a
small part of the day, or it may be without even debating, cast the black voting-tablet in the case
of a fellow-citizen. But in his own hand no sword should lie ready to slay a citizen, even though he
has committed the blackest crimes, nor should a sting lurk in his soul, considering that, as we
see, nature has made even the queen-bee free from a sting. However it is not to bees that we
must look for our analogy, but in my opinion to the king of the gods himself, whose prophet and
vice-regent the genuine ruler ought to be. For wherever good exists wholly untainted by its
opposite, and for the benefit of mankind in common and the whole universe, of this good God was
and is the only creator. But evil he neither created nor ordered to be,2¥’ but he banished it from
heaven, and as it moves upon earth and has chosen for its abode our souls, that colony which was
sent down from heaven, he has enjoined on his sons and descendants to judge and cleanse men
from it. Now of these some are the friends and protectors of the human race, but others are
inexorable judges who inflict on men harsh and terrible punishment for their misdeeds, both
while they are alive and after they are set free from their bodies, and others again are as it were
executioners and avengers who carry out the sentence, a different race of inferior and
unintelligent demons. Now the king who is good and a favourite of the gods must imitate this
example, and share his own excellence with many of his subjects, whom, because of his regard
for them, he admits into this partnership; and he must entrust them with offices suited to the
character and principles of each; military command for him who is brave and daring and high-
spirited, but discreet as well, so that when he has need he may use his spirit and energy; and for
him who is just and kind and humane and easily prone to pity, that office in the service of the
state that relates to contracts, devising this means of protection for the weaker and more simple
citizens and for the poor against the powerful, fraudulent and wicked and those who are so
buoyed up by their riches that they try to violate and despise justice; but to the man who
combines both these temperaments he must assign still greater honour and power in the state,
and if he entrust to him the trials of offences for which are enacted just pains and penalties with
a view to recompensing the injured, that would be a fair and wise measure. For a man of this
sort, together with his colleagues, will give an impartial decision, and then hand over to the
public official the carrying out of the verdict, nor will he through excess of anger or tender-
heartedness fall short of what is essentially just. Now the ruler in our state will be somewhat like
this, possessing only what is good in both those qualities, and in every quality that I mentioned
earlier avoiding a fatal excess.22® And though he will in person oversee and direct and govern the
whole, he will see to it that those of his officials who are in charge of the most important works
and management and who share his councils for the general good, are virtuous men and as far as
possible like himself. And he will choose them, not carelessly or at random, nor will he consent to
be a less rigorous judge than a lapidary or one who tests gold plate or purple dye. For such men
are not satisfied with one method of testing, but since they know, I suppose, that the wickedness
and devices of those who are trying to cheat them are various and manifold, they try to meet all
these as far as possible, and they oppose to them the tests derived from their art. So too our ruler
apprehends that evil changes its face and is apt to deceive, and that the cruellest thing that it
does is that it often takes men in by putting on the garb of virtue, and hoodwinks those who are
not keen sighted enough, or who in course of time grow weary of the length of the investigation,
and therefore he will rightly be on his guard against any such deception. But when once he has
chosen them, and has about him the worthiest men, he will entrust to them the choice of the
minor officials.)
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(Such is his policy with regard to the laws and magistrates. As for the common people, those who
live in the towns he will not allow to be idle or impudent, but neither will he permit them to be
without the necessaries of life. And the farming class who live in the country, ploughing and
sowing to furnish food for their protectors and guardians, will receive in return payment in
money, and the clothes that they need. But as for Assyrian palaces and costly and extravagant
public services, they will have nothing to do with them, and will end their lives in the utmost
peace as regards enemies at home and abroad, and will adore the cause of their good fortune as
though he were a kindly deity, and praise God for him when they pray, not hypocritically or with
the lips only, but invoking blessings on him from the bottom of their hearts. But the gods do not
wait for their prayers, and unasked they give him celestial rewards, but they do not let him lack
human blessings either; and if fate should compel him to fall into any misfortune, I mean one of
those incurable calamities that people are always talking about, then the gods make him their
follower and associate, and exalt his fame among all mankind. All this I have often heard from the
wise, and in their account of it I have the firmest faith. And so I have repeated it to you, perhaps
making a longer speech than the occasion called for, but too short in my opinion for the theme.
And he to whom it has been given to hear such arguments and reflect on them, knows well that I
speak the truth. But there is another reason for the length of my speech, less forcible, but I think
more akin to the present argument. And perhaps you ought not to miss hearing this also.)
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(In the first place, then, let me remind you briefly of what I said before, when I broke off my
discourse for the sake of this digression. What I said was that, when serious-minded people listen
to sincere panegyrics, they ought not to look to those things of which fortune often grants a share
even to the wicked, but to the character of the man and his virtues, which belong only to those
who are good and by nature estimable; and, taking up my tale at that point, I pursued the
arguments that followed, guiding myself as it were by the rule and measure to which one ought
to adjust the eulogies of good men and good kings. And when one of them harmonises exactly and
without variation with this model, he is himself happy and truly fortunate, and happy are those
who have a share in such a government as his. And he who comes near to being like him is better
and more fortunate than those who fall further short of him. But those who fail altogether to
resemble him, or who follow an opposite course, are ill-fated, senseless and wicked, and cause
the greatest disasters to themselves and others.)
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(And now if you are in any way of my opinion, it is time to proceed to those achievements that we
have so admired. And lest any should think that my argument is running alone, like a horse in a
race that has lost its competitor and for that reason wins and carries off the prizes, I will try to
show in what way my encomium differs from that of clever rhetoricians. For they greatly admire
the fact that a man is born of ancestors who had power or were kings, since they hold that the
sons of the prosperous and fortunate are themselves blest. But the question that next arises they
neither think of nor investigate, I mean how they employed their advantages throughout their
lives. And yet, after all, this is the chief cause of that happiness, and of almost all external goods.
Unless indeed someone objects to this statement that it is only by wise use of it that property
becomes a good, and that it is harmful when the opposite use is made. So that it is not a great
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thing, as they think, to be descended from a king who was wealthy and “rich in gold,” but it is
truly great, while surpassing the virtue of one's ancestors, to behave to one's parents in a manner
beyond reproach in all respects.)
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(Do you wish to learn whether this is true of the Emperor? I will offer you trustworthy evidence,
and I know well that you will not convict me of false witness. For I shall but remind you of what
you know already. And perhaps you understand even now what I mean, but if it is not yet evident
you very soon will, when you call to mind that the Emperor's father loved him more than the
others, though he was by no means over-indulgent to his children, for it was character that he
favoured rather than the ties of blood; but he was, I suppose, won over by the Emperor's dutiful
service to him, and as he had nothing to reproach him with, he made his affection for him
evident. And a proof of his feeling is, first, that he chose for Constantius that portion of the
empire which he had formerly thought best suited to himself, and, secondly, that when he was at
the point of death he passed over his eldest?*® and youngest#8 sons, though they were at leisure,
and summoned Constantius, who was not at leisure, and entrusted him with the whole
government. And when he had become master of the whole, he behaved to his brothers at once
so justly and with such moderation, that, while they who had neither been summoned nor had
come of themselves quarrelled and fought with one another, they showed no resentment against
Constantius, nor ever reproached him. And when their feud reached its fatal issue?*?, though he
might have laid claim to a greater share of empire, he renounced it of his own free will, because
he thought that many nations or few called for the exercise of the same virtues, and also,
perhaps, that the more a man has to look after and care for the greater are the anxieties beset
him. For he does not think that the imperial power is a means of procuring luxury, nor that, as
certain men who have wealth and misapply it for drink and other pleasures set their hearts on
lavish and ever-increasing revenues, this ought to be an emperor's policy, nor that he ought ever
to embark on a war except only for the benefit of his subjects. And so he allowed his brother#8 to
have the lion's share, and thought that if he himself possessed the smaller share with honour, he
had the advantage in what was most worth having. And that it was not rather from fear of his
brother's resources that he preferred peace, you may consider clearly proved by the war that
broke out later. For he had recourse to arms later on against his brother's forces, but it was to
avenge him?%2, And here again there are perhaps some who have admired him merely for having
won the victory. But I admire far more the fact that it was with justice that he undertook the war,
and that he carried it through with great courage and skill, and, when fortune gave him a
favourable issue, used his victory with moderation and in imperial fashion, and showed himself
entirely worthy to overcome.)
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(Now do you wish that, as though I were in a law-court, I should summon before you by name
witnesses of this also? But it is plain even to a child that no war ever yet arose that had so good
an excuse, not even of the Greeks against Troy or of the Macedonians#*! against the Persians,
though these wars, at any rate, are thought to have been justified, since the latter was to exact
vengeance in more recent times for very ancient offences, and that not on sons or grandsons, but
on him#*2 who had robbed and deprived of their sovereignty the descendants of those very
offenders. And Agamemnon set forth)
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(for it was because he desired to avenge one woman that he went to war with the Trojans. But
the wrongs done to Constantius were still fresh, and he?3 who was in power was not, like Darius
or Priam, a man of royal birth who, it may be, laid claim to an empire that belonged to him by
reason of his birth or his family, but a shameless and savage barbarian who not long before had
been among the captives of war.25 But all that he did and how he governed is neither agreeable
for me to tell nor would it be well-timed. And that the Emperor was justified in making war on
him you have heard, and of his skill and courage what I said earlier is proof enough, but deeds
are, I think, more convincing than words. But what happened after the victory, and how he no
longer made use of the sword, not even against those who were under suspicion of serious
crimes, or who had been familiar friends of the usurper, nay not even against anyone who, to
curry favour with the latter, had stooped to win a tale-bearer's fee by slandering the Emperor,
consider, in the name of Zeus the god of friendship, that not even these paid the penalty of their
audacity, except when they were guilty of other crimes. And yet what a terrible thing is slander!
How truly does it devour the heart and wound the soul as iron cannot wound the body! This it
was that goaded Odysseus to defend himself by word and deed. At any rate it was for this reason
that he quarrelled with his host??® when he was himself a wanderer and a guest, and though he
knew that)

Agpwy ... Kal o0Tdavog médel avnp,
‘Ootig Ee1w0b0rWw Eptda mpoépnot Papeiav,

(“Foolish and of nothing worth is that man who provokes a violent quarrel with his host.”457)
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(And so it was with Alexander, Philip's son, and Achilles, son of Thetis, and others who were not
worthless or ignoble men. But only to Socrates, I think, and a few others who emulated him, men
who were truly fortunate and happy, was it given to put off the last garment that man discards—
the love of glory.48° For resentment of calumny is due to the passion for glory, and for this reason
it is implanted most deeply in the noblest souls. For they resent it as their deadliest foe, and
those who hurl at them slanderous language they hate more than men who attack them with the
sword or plot their destruction; and they regard them as differing from themselves, not merely in
their acquired habits, but in their essential nature, seeing that they love praise and honour, and
the slanderer not only robs them of these, but also manufactures false accusations against them.
They say that even Heracles and certain other heroes were swayed by these emotions. But for my
part I do not believe this account of them, and as for the Emperor I have seen him repelling
calumny with great self-restraint, which in my judgment is no slighter achievement than “to take
Troy”#¢! or rout a powerful phalanx. And if anyone does not believe me, and thinks it no great
achievement nor worth all these praises, let him observe himself when a misfortune of this sort
happens to him, and then let him decide; and I am convinced that he will not think that I am
talking with exceeding folly.)
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(Now since this was and is the Emperor's behaviour after the war, he is naturally loved and
“longed for by his friends,”4%* since he has admitted many of them to honour and power and
freedom of speech, and has bestowed on them as well vast sums of money, and permits them to
use their wealth as they please; but even to his enemies he is the same. The following may serve
as a clear proof of this. Those members of the Senate who were of any account and surpassed the
rest in reputation and wealth and wisdom, fled to the shelter of his right hand as though to a
harbour, and, leaving behind their hearths and homes and children, preferred Paeonia?® to
Rome, and to be with him rather than with their dearest. Again, a division of the choicest of the
cavalry together with their standards, and bringing their general*t® with them, chose to share
danger with him rather than success with the usurper. And all this took place before the battle on
the banks of the Drave, which the earlier part of my speech described to you. For after that they
began to feel perfect confidence, though before that it looked as though the usurper's cause was
getting the upper hand, when he gained some slight advantage in the affair of the Emperor's
scouts,%? which indeed made the usurper beside himself with joy and greatly agitated those who
were incapable of grasping or estimating generalship. But the Emperor was unperturbed and
heroic, like a good pilot when a tempest has suddenly burst from the clouds, and next moment,
the god shakes the depths and the shores. Then a terrible and dreadful panic seizes on those who
are inexperienced, but the pilot begins to rejoice, and is glad, because he can now hope for a
perfect and windless calm. For it is said that Poseidon, when he makes the earth quake, calms
the waves. And just so fortune deceives the foolish and deludes them about more important
things by allowing them some small advantage, but in the wise she inspires unshaken confidence
about more serious affairs even when she disconcerts them in the case of those that are less
serious. This was what happened to the Lacedaemonians at Pylae,2¢® but they did not despair nor
fear the onset of the Mede because they had lost three hundred Spartans and their king?®® at the
entrance into Greece. This often happened to the Romans, but they achieved more important
successes later on. Wherefore, since the Emperor knew this and counted on it, he in no way
wavered in his purpose.)
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(But seeing that my argument has, of its own accord, once reached this point and is describing
the affection that the Emperor inspires in the common people, the magistrates, and the garrisons
who aid him to protect the empire and repulse its enemies, are you willing that I should relate to
you a signal proof of this, which happened, one may say, yesterday or the day before? A certain
man?” who had been given the command of the garrisons in Galatia—you probably know his
name and character—left his son behind him as a hostage for his friendship and loyalty to the
Emperor, though not at the Emperor's request. Then he proved to be more treacherous than
“lions who have no faithful covenants with man,”%”% as the poet says, and plundered the cities of
their wealth and distributed it among the invading barbarians, paying it down as a sort of
ransom, though he was well able to take measures to win security by the sword rather than by
money. But he tried to win them over to friendliness by means of money. And finally he took from
the women's apartments a purple dress, and showed himself truly a tyrant and tragical indeed.
Then the soldiers, resenting his treachery, would not tolerate the sight of him thus dressed up in
women's garb,2”Z and they set on the miserable wretch and tore him limb from limb,2”8 nor would
they endure either that the crescent moon?”? should rule over them. Now it was the affection of
his garrison that gave the Emperor this guerdon, a wonderful recompense for his just and
blameless rule. But you are eager to hear how he behaved after this. This too, however, you
cannot fail to know, that he chose neither to be harsh towards that man's son#8® nor suspicious
and formidable to his friends, but in the highest possible degree he was merciful and kindly to
them all, though many desired to bring false accusations®! and had raised their stings to strike
the innocent. But though many were perhaps really involved in the crimes of which they were
suspected, he was merciful to all alike, provided they had not been convicted or proved to be
partners in the usurper's monstrous and abominable schemes. And shall we not declare that the
forbearance shown by him towards the son of one who had broken the laws and trampled on
loyalty and sworn covenants was truly royal and godlike; or shall we rather approve Agamemnon,
who vented his rage and cruelty not only on those Trojans who had accompanied Paris and had
outraged the hearth of Menelaus, but even on those who were yet unborn, and whose mothers
even were perhaps not yet born when Paris plotted the rape? Anyone therefore who thinks that
cruelty and harshness and inhumanity ill become a king, and that mercy and goodness and
human kindness befit one who takes no pleasure in acts of vengeance, but grieves at the
misfortunes of his subjects, however they may arise, whether from their own wickedness and
ignorance or aimed at them from without by fate, will, it is evident, award to the Emperor the
palm of victory. For bear in mind that he was kinder and more just to the boy than his own father,
and to the usurper's friends he was more loyal than he who acknowledged the tie of friendship.
For the usurper forsook them all, but the Emperor saved them all. And if the usurper, knowing all
this about the Emperor's character, since he had for a long time been able to observe it, was
entirely confident that his son was safely at anchor and his friends securely also, then he did
indeed understand him aright, but he was many times over criminal and base and accursed for
desiring to be at enmity with such a man, and for hating one whom he knew to be so excellent
and so surpassingly mild, and for plotting against him and trying to rob him of what it was a
shame to take from him. But if, on the other hand, his son's safety was something that he had
never hoped for, and the safety of his friends and kinsfolk he had thought difficult or impossible,
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and he nevertheless chose to be disloyal, this is yet another proof that he was wicked and
infatuated and fiercer than a wild beast, and that the Emperor was gentle and mild and
magnanimous, since he took pity on the youth of the helpless child, and was merciful to those
who were not proved guilty, and ignored and despised the crimes of the usurper. For he who
grants what not one of his enemies expects, because the guilt that is on their conscience is so
great, beyond a doubt carries off the prize for virtue: for while he tempers justice with what is
nobler and more merciful, in self-restraint he surpasses those who are merely moderate in their
vengeance; and in courage he excels because he thinks no enemy worthy of notice; and his
wisdom he displays by suppressing enmities and by not handing them down to his sons and
descendants on the pretext of strict justice, or of wishing, and very reasonably too, to blot out the
seed of the wicked like the seed of a pine-tree.482 For this is the way of those trees, and in
consequence an ancient tale?®3 gave rise to this simile. But the good Emperor, closely imitating
God, knows that even from rocks swarms of bees fly forth, and that sweet fruits grow even from
the bitterest wood, pleasant figs, for instance, and from thorns the pomegranate, and there are
other instances where things are produced entirely unlike the parents that begat them and
brought them forth. Therefore he thinks that we ought not to destroy these before they have
reached maturity, but to wait for time to pass, and to trust them to cast off the folly and madness
of their fathers and become good and temperate, but that, if they should turn out to emulate their
fathers' practices, they will in good time suffer punishment, but they will not have been uselessly
sacrificed because of the deeds and misfortunes of others.
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[D] o0be petaBdrrel mpog TG Gpag TtNv oiknow, tolg movouvuévolg 6g &el mdpeoTt THG &PYTG
HEPEOIY AVTEYWD KOl IPOG TO KPDOC Kol MpO¢ Ta OGANN ta yevvaia; todvtwy 6¢ &l pe kedeborte
@épew LRIV EPQEavT] TA TEKPUAPLA, YPWPLHK PEY £p® Kal OLK GIophow, NaKPOC 6& 0 AGYyog Kal
8lwAdylog, £pol te 00 oYoAN Tag podoag £m tooodtov Oepamede, AN’ Gpa Aourov mpog Epyov
TpénecOat.

(Now do you think I have made my sincere panegyric sufficiently thorough and complete? Or are
you anxious to hear also about the Emperor's powers of endurance and his august bearing, and
that not only is he unconquerable by the enemy, but has never yet succumbed to any disgraceful
appetite, and never coveted a fine house or a costly palace or a necklace of emeralds, and then
robbed their owners of them either by violence or persuasion; and that he has never coveted any
free-born woman or handmaid or pursued any dishonourable passion; and that he does not even
desire an immoderate surfeit of the good things that the seasons produce, or care for ice in
summer, or change his residence with the time of year; but is ever at hand to aid those portions
of the empire that are in trouble, enduring both frost and extreme heat? But if you should bid me
bring before you plain proofs of this, I shall merely say what is familiar to all, and I shall not lack
evidence, but the account would be long, a monstrous speech, nor indeed have I leisure to
cultivate the Muses to such an extent, for it is now time for me to turn to my work.484)

Oration III

Introduction To Oration III

The Third Oration is an expression of gratitude (yopiotipliog A6yog)28 to the Empress Eusebia,
the first wife of Constantius. After Julian's intractable step-brother Gallus Caesar had been
murdered by the Emperor, he was summoned to the court at Milan, and there, awkward and ill at
ease, cut off from his favourite studies and from the society of philosophers, surrounded by
intriguing and unfriendly courtiers, and regarded with suspicion by the Emperor, Julian was
protected, encouraged and advised by Eusebia. His praise and gratitude are, for once, sincere.
The oration must have been composed either in Gaul or shortly before Julian set out thither after
the dangerous dignity of the Caesarship had been thrust upon him. His sincerity has affected his
style, which is simpler and more direct than that of the other two Panegyrics.
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IOYAIANOY KAIZAPOX EYZEBIAY
(Julian, Caesar)
THX BAZIAIAOX ETKOMION

(Panegyric in Honour of the Empress Eusebia)

[102] Ti mote &pa xpm Hrovoeiobat mepl TV OQeIAOVTWY peydha Kail mEPatse peydAwr, odTL @npt

xpvoiov 006E Gpydplov, AAAX ATAGC 6,TL GV TOYT TG mapd Tod mEAAG €L MAOWY: £1TA TOLADTA PED
amotivew ovtTe EmyelpodvTwY obTe Slavoovpévwy, PaOLIWG 68 Kol OAYWDPWE £XOVTWY TIPOG TO
T Suvata motgiv Kol HraddeoBat 10 dpAnua; [B] 1) 6fjAov 6Tt gadAovg Kai poxOnpoLC vouoTéoD;
008EVOC Yap olpat TGOV GAAWY ABKNPATWY EAATTOV plooduey dyoaplotiov Kol oveldiConer tobg
avOpwrolg, dtaw ev ABOVTEG mEPL TOLG EVEPYETAG WOLD &Y EPLOTOL £0TL B ODY OLTOG GYAPLOTOG
pévov, 6oTig €0 mabwvr Hpd KAKGC 1) Aéyel, GAAG kKal 60TIC OlWIG KOl QIIOKPOIITEL, ANROm
napabibovg Kol a@oavifwy Tag yapltag. Kai Thg peEv Onpuwdovg ékeivng [C] kol a&mavdpwIIon
poyx6npiag opédpa 0Aiya Kal evapibpunta Kopidii t& mapadeiypato: moArol &€ dmokpdmTOLOL TO
Bokelv €0 mabeiv, ovK olba 6,11 BovAdpevor: ool 68 dpwg Bwieiag TIOC KAl AyevPOdC KOAAKEIXG
™mr 86€av ekkAivew. £yw 6& [103] todTOLGE? pev 6t unbev Lyreg Aéyovotl ocap®g elbwg Gpwg
aginm, kKol keloBw Glapedyely adtodg, Kabdmep olovtal, KOAaKelng 00K GAnOf) 66€av, moAroiq
dpo méBeow £v6xove eavévtag Kal voonpaoy aioyiotolg mdvv Kal &velevbépolg. ) yap od
ovviévteg avaiobntot Alaw eioiv, wy ovdapdg dvaiocOntov etvatl xpfiv, 1§ ovViEvTeg EMANOPOVECQ
wv £xpfiv elg dmavta pepviicbat ToOv ypdvov- pepvnuévol 62 Kol dmokvodvteg 61 dobnmotodv
aitiog de1dol Kol Bdokavol gdoel Koi amA®g &maoty dvBpwnolg dvoueveig, [B] ol ye obde Toig
gvePYETALG TIPROL Kol mpoonprelg £€0Ehovteg swat, elta, Gv pev 6£n Aoibopijoal mov Kol Sakeiv,
womep T Onpio Opylhov koi 0L PAémovolv: womep 8¢ dvdAwpa IMOAVTEAEG QEDLYOVTEG TOV
AAnOwov Emavov, ovK 016 dnwg, alTidrTal Tag LIEP TOV KAAOY Epywp ed@nuiag, €0V EKeEIvO
£€etdCew poévov, el Y aANdsiay TP®Ool Kail mepl mAsiovoc motovvtatl [C] Tod Hokelv £v TOIC
¢naivolg yapiCeoBot. ovde yap todto EveoTiv elmeiv, wg dvweedég ypfipa 1 edenuia odte TOig
DIIEP WD yEyovep oDTE av TOig GAAolg, omdat T {onp £Keivolg Katd Tov Biov Ta&w elAnyoTeg THQ
£v taic mpa€eoww GpeTiic dmeAsi@Onoav. Toig pEY yap Grovopd Té€ £o0Tv HBL Kol mPoOLPOTEPOLG
mopéyel mepl T KaAd Kal dragépovta Tt Epywr: Tovg 62 £ml 1O (nlodv ékelva melbol Kol Pl
MPWPEHENOEY 0pOVTAG OTL uNnde TGOV mpoAaPévtwy Tweg dmeotepnOnoav 6 pdévov dobval te Kail
AoBeiv ot dnpooia kKadAdv. [D] ypripata pév yap &ig 10 épgaveg 6i8dévan kai meppAémelv, 6mwg
6Tt mAelotol T0 6008y eloovtan, mpog Gvbpog damelpokGAov: &AL’ ovdE Lmooywvid tw yeipe
0ImobELaT’ Gv TIC £V 6EOUANOIG TAVTWDY, UT TAVTAIACY AMOCEITAPEVOG ald® Kol Emelkela TOD
Tpomov. Apreoidaog 6& [104] kai 61600¢ TOV AaBdévta £melpdto Aabeiv- ovviel 6 €kelvog €K Tiig
npd&ewc OV Spdoavta. Enaivwy 6& TNAwTOV PEV AKPoaTAC wG mAeioTovg gbpeiv, dyommtov &€
olpat Kol OAlyovg. Kol émfrel 6 TwrpaTtng moAAovg Kol TTAGTwY Kol AploToTtéAng: Ecvo@dv 68
kol Aynoidaov tov Bacidéa kai Kdpov tov ITépony, obTt Tov dpyaiov ékelvov pévov, GAAX Kol

oV W#? guveotpdTtevTo £ml PaotAéat? kai Tovg émaivoug Evyypdewy oDK damekpomteTo. [B] épol

6¢ OovpaoTtov slvor Hokel, € TOLG GVOpaC PEV TOLC KOAODG Te KAyaOovci mpodipwg
émoveodneda, yovaika 6 dyadny tfig edgnuioag ovk d&ibooney, dpetfic 00EEY pelov avTaic fimep
TO1C Grdpdotl mPoofKew LIOAAPBAVOVTEC. 1] YAP £VAL CWEPOVA KXl CLVETNY Kol olav vénsivdd2
EKAOTW T TPOG THY d&iav Kal Bappadéav v Tolg Hewoig Kai peyadd@pova Kol EAevBiplov Kad
ndvta wg £mog sinmeiv dudpysw Ekeivn?® oidpevot yphivar ta toradta, sitot? téhv £mi toig Epyorg
[C] éyrwpiwv dpaipnodncda tov €k ToD KoAakedelw Hokelv yoyov Hebokdteo; ‘Ounpog 6& odk
noyoveto T InpeAdmny enawéoag ovde v AAkivov yapetiv, o06e el Tig GAAN SrapepdvTwg
dyadn yéyovev 1) Kol Eml opikpOY GpeTfic petemonon. odkovy ovde Ekelvn ThG €n’ aOTG TOOLTWL
dunapter edbenuiag. mpog 6& av todTolg madeiv pev €0 Kal Tuyeiv Twog dyabod, opikpod Te
opoiwg koi peifovog, [D] obdev EAatTov mapX Yuroukog f| mapd dvdpog defoneda, v 6¢ &m’
abT® y&pw amotivew Okvfioopey; GAAX pr mote Kal adTO TO HeloBot KatayEAaoTov elval OO
Kol 00K G&10v Grbpog £melkodg Kol yevvaiov, swat 68 Kol Tov O6vooéa TOV 0oEOV AYEVVT Kal
Be1dov, 6Tl Y Tod Paocidéwg ikéteve Buyatépa maiCovoav £mt Tod Aelp®drog Eov Taig OpNALEL
napBévolg mopd tod motapod taig Nootl. pn mote ovy ovde THG ABNVAEG THg Tod A10¢ dmdoywvTal
mob6g, [105] fiv ‘Opunpdéc @now dameikaobeiocar mopbévw KoAfl kKol yevvaig O6vooel pev
fynoaoBar tfg éml ta Paocidela @epodong 060D, odpPovrov 6e adTO® Kol Bi6GoKAAOV
yevopévmp, wv £xpiiv elow mapeABévta Hpdv kail Aéyew, Kabdmep Twa pritopa {ov Ttéxvni®t
tédeov aoatl BaotAibog éykwulov, Grwbep &mo Tod yévouvg apfapévnu. £xel 68 adT®) TR LIEP
TOOTWY £1n ToOV TPoImov TOVde:

(What, pray, ought we to think of those who owe things of price and beyond price—I do not mean
gold or silver, but simply any benefit one may happen to receive from one's neighbour—suppose
that they neither try nor intend to repay that kindness, but are indolent and do not trouble
themselves to do what they can and try to discharge the debt? Is it not evident that we must think
them mean and base? Far more I think than any other crime do we hate ingratitude, and we
blame those persons who have received benefits and are ungrateful to their benefactors. And the
ungrateful man is not only he who repays a kindness with evil deeds or words, but also he who is
silent and conceals a kindness and tries to consign it to oblivion and abolish gratitude. Now of
such brutal and inhuman baseness as the repayment with evil the instances are few and easily
reckoned; but there are many who try to conceal the appearance of having received benefits,
though with what purpose I know not. They assert, however, that it is because they are trying to
avoid a reputation for a sort of servility and for base flattery. But though I know well enough that
what they say is all insincere, nevertheless I let that pass, and suppose we assume that they, as
they think, do escape an undeserved reputation for flattery, still they at the same time appear to
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be guilty of many weaknesses and defects of character that are in the highest degree base and
illiberal. For either they are too dense to perceive what no one should fail to perceive, or they are
not dense but forgetful of what they ought to remember for all time. Or again, they do remember,
and yet shirk their duty for some reason or other, being cowards and grudging by nature, and
their hand is against every man without exception, seeing that not even to their benefactors do
they consent to be gentle and amiable; and then if there be any opening to slander and bite, they
look angry and fierce like wild beasts. Genuine praise they somehow or other avoid giving, as
though it were a costly extravagance, and they censure the applause given to noble actions, when
the only thing that they need enquire into is whether the eulogists respect truth and rate her
higher than the reputation of showing their gratitude by eulogy. For this at any rate they cannot
assert, that praise is a useless thing, either to those who receive it or to others besides, who,
though they have been assigned the same rank in life as the objects of their praise, have fallen
short of their merit in what they have accomplished. To the former it is not only agreeable to
hear, but makes them zealous to aim at a still higher level of conduct, while the latter it
stimulates both by persuasion and compulsion to imitate that noble conduct, because they see
that none of those who have anticipated them have been deprived of that which alone it is
honourable to give and receive publicly. For to give money openly, and to look anxiously round
that as many as possible may know of the gift, is characteristic of a vulgar person. Nay no one
would even stretch out his hands to receive it in the sight of all men, unless he had first cast off
all propriety of manner and sense of shame. Arcesilaus indeed, when offering a gift, used to try to
hide his identity even from the recipient.2®? But in his case the manner of the deed always made
known the doer. For a eulogy, however, one is ambitious to obtain as many hearers as possible,
and even a small audience is, I think, not to be despised. Socrates, for instance, spoke in praise of
many, as did Plato also and Aristotle. Xenophon, too, eulogised King Agesilaus and Cyrus the
Persian, not only the elder Cyrus, but him whom he accompanied on his campaign against the
Great King, nor did he hide away his eulogies, but put them into his history. Now I should think it
strange indeed if we shall be eager to applaud men of high character, and not think fit to give our
tribute of praise to a noble woman, believing as we do that excellence is the attribute of women
no less than of men. Or shall we who think that such a one ought to be modest and wise and
competent to assign to every man his due, and brave in danger, high-minded and generous, and
that in a word all such qualities as these should be hers,—shall we, I say, then rob her of the
encomium due to her good deeds, from any fear of the charge of appearing to flatter? But Homer
was not ashamed to praise Penelope and the consort of Alcinous??® and other women of
exceptional goodness, or even those whose claim to virtue was slight. Nay nor did Penelope fail
to obtain her share of praise for this very thing. But besides these reasons for praise, shall we
consent to accept kind treatment from a woman no less than from a man, and to obtain some
boon whether small or great, and then hesitate to pay the thanks due therefor? But perhaps
people will say that the very act of making a request to a woman is despicable and unworthy of
an honourable and high-spirited man, and that even the wise Odysseus was spiritless and
cowardly because he was a suppliant to the king's daughter?®® as she played with her maiden
companions by the banks of the river. Perhaps they will not spare even Athene the daughter of
Zeus, of whom Homer says®? that she put on the likeness of a fair and noble maiden and guided
him along the road that led to the palace, and was his adviser and instructed him what he must
do and say when he had entered within; and that, like some orator perfect in the art of rhetoric,
she sang an encomium of the queen, and for a prelude told the tale of her lineage from of old.
Homer's verses about this are as follows:)

AéoTiowow pEp mPOTA KIYNOEAL £V HEYAPOLOD,

Apfitn &’ 6vop’ €oTiv énwvovpov, [B] ék 6 TorAwY

TGV adTt®D, olnep TéKov AAK{VOOV BaoiAfia.

(“The queen thou shalt find first in the halls. Arete is the name she is called by, and of the same
parents is she as those who begat king Alcinous.”2%L)

avodapwv 68 Grwdey amo tod [Mooelddrog otpat Ty dpynr Tod yévoug Kol Goa E6pacdy Te Kail
£modov e, Kol 6mwg adtny 6 Bglog, Tod matpog &molopévov véov Kol vupgiov, £ynué te KAl
etipunoey,

(Then he goes back and begins with Poseidon and tells of the origin of that family and all that
they did and suffered, and how when her father perished, still young and newly-wed, her uncle
married her, and honoured her)

WG ovTLG £ml yOovl TieTan GAAN,

(“As no other woman in the world is honoured,”)

Kol 6owv Toyydrel C

(and he tells of all the honour she receives)

"Ex e @1Awv naibwv £k T’ adTod AAKvGOL0,

(“From her dear children and from Alcinous himself,”)
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£m 6& olpat Thg yepovoiag Kal Tod 6Mpov, ol Kabdmep OOV Opdot mopevopévny 6 Tod &oTeoC,
TéA0Gg EméONKe Talg evENuiog {nAwTov ardpl Kol yuvaikKi,

(and from the council of elders also, I think, and from the people who look upon her as a goddess
as she goes through the city; and on all his praises he sets this crown, one that man and woman
alike may well envy, when he says)

OV pev yap T véov ye Kal adTr 6edetat 000D

(“For indeed she too has no lack of excellent understanding,”)

Aéywy, Kal wg Kpivew ev Nmiotato, oloiv T’ e @povénot, [D] xail Sraddew ta mpog &AAAAOLG
EyrAnpota toig moAitalg avagudpeva Eov Hiky. tadTny 61N oLV iKeTeEDOWAC £l TOYOLG €bVOVL, POC
abTOV £@n,

(and that she knows well how to judge between men, and, for those citizens to whom she is kindly
disposed, how to reconcile with justice the grievances that arise among them. Now if, when you
entreat her, the goddess says to him, you find her well disposed,)

"EAniwpt| Tot £merta @idovg T’ i6éew kal ikEgOat
OOV £¢ LYOPOPOD-

(“Then is there hope that you will see your friends and come to your high-roofed house.”)

¢

6 6 émeloOn TH EupPOVLAR. &p' obVL ETt Benodueba pelévwr eikévwr Kol &modeifewv
EVOPYEOTEPWY, WOTE Amo@uLysiv TN €K ToD KoAakevelww 6okelv vmoyiav; [106] ovyl 6& 16N
pupodpevol TOV Cco@ov Ekeivov Kol Ogiov mowntnr émawécopsr Evosgplov v dpiotny,
£mOLpodYTEG pEV Emovov avThC GEov 81e€edbelv, ayandvteg 6, el Kol petplwg TLYYAVOLPED
obtw KOAGV Kol mMOAAGODV emtnbevpdtwy; Kol TOVEZ dyabdv TOV Lmapyovtwy EKeivny,
owePoobYNC Kal Hikaoobvng fj mpadtnTog Kol Emelkeiag 1) Tfig mepl Tov &vdpa @riiac f) Tfig mepl
T ypApata peyocdhoyoyiag [B] 1) Tfg mepl tovg oikelovg Kal Euyyevelc Twufic. mpoonkel 6& otpoat
kaOamep {yveow éméuevov toig 17161 pndelow obtw motelobat v Evv ev@npiq Td&w, amobibovta
™y odThY €keivn, natpibog Te, wg eikdg, Kol matépwy pvnpovedovta, Kol Onwg £yfpato Kol
WTW1, Kol TOAAQ IAVTA TOV adTOV EKEIVOLG TPOTIOD.

(And he was persuaded by her counsel. Shall I then need yet greater instances and clearer
proofs, so that I may escape the suspicion of seeming to flatter? Shall I not forthwith imitate that
wise and inspired poet and go on to praise the noble Eusebia, eager as I am to compose an
encomium worthy of her, though I shall be thankful if, even in a moderate degree, I succeed in
describing accomplishments so many and so admirable? And I shall be thankful if I succeed in
describing also those noble qualities of hers, her temperance, justice, mildness and goodness, or
her affection for her husband, or her generosity about money, or the honour that she pays to her
own people and her kinsfolk. It is proper for me, I think, to follow in the track as it were of what I
have already said, and, as I pursue my panegyric, so arrange it as to give the same order as
Athene, making mention, as is natural, of her native land, her ancestors, how she married and
whom, and all the rest in the same fashion as Homer.)

IIept pev ovY ¢ matpibog MoAAX oepvd Aéyely Exwv, T& PEV 61 TAAOTNTA TAPNOE POl BOKG:
@aiveton yap gival TGOV pddwv od néppw- [C] oémoiov 61 Tt Kail 10 mepl WY Movo®v Aeydpevov,
w¢ elev 6Rmovbey €k Tiig IMepiag, obyl 6& €€ EAKOVOG €i¢ TOov ‘OAvpmor &@ikowTo mapd ToOv
natépa KAnOsioat. tobto pév 6n Kai £l 67n T TolodTOV ETePOV, POOW paAdov §y Adyw mpooiikov,
amoAeurtéop- OAlya 6 elmeilv TV 00 N&ol YwpPlpwy TLYOV OVK GTOIOV 0VOE Ao ToD mapPdvTog
Ad6yov. Makebovwy yap oikioal gaol thr ywpav tobg HpakAéovg £yydvouvg, Tnuévov naibag, [D]
ol v Apyeiav )\ﬁEw vEPOPEVOL Kal UTadeostq TéAOG énouﬁoou)'ro ™My amolkiav Tiig mpog
aAAnAovg 8p160Q kol @rioTipiog: eita EAévTeG THY Makeboviav Kal yévog SABLov (XHO)&U'IO])TSQSOB
Baoideic £k PaociAéwv OieTéhovy KaBdmep KAfijpov Ty Tpnw Swadeydpevol. mévTag pév ovv
abTOLC £maveiv obte GANOec obte olpot Padiov. moAAGY 6 Ayad&Y GvdpdY yevopévwy Kol
KataMnévtwr EAANkod tpémov povnuela maykoda, didumog kai O ToOTOL TOiG &PETH
dunveykatny mdvtwy, [107] 6cot mdhar Makeboviag kol Opdrng np&av, otpat 6 Eywye Kai 600l
Avd&Y §j MAbwv xai Tepo®dv Kol Acovpiwv, TAnw pévov tod Kappidoov maiddg, 6¢ £k TGv MR\Swv
&g Tépoag v BaociAeiar petéotnoep. 60 HEV yap MPOTOG £melpddn tnr Makebovwy advifoat
6ovapw, Kal tfic Evpwneg T& mAeloTa KATAOTPEYEPEVOG OpoY EMOOATO MPOG £w PEV KOl TIPOC
peonpPpiov tr B&Aattav, &’ dprtwv &€ otpot [B] Tov “ToTtpov Kal mpog Eomépav TO QpiroOv
£0v0G. 0 ToDTOL 68 oL maig VIO TG ZTayelpitnt coP® TPePdUEVOC ToooDTOY peyadoyvyia TGOV
GAAwY AIdrTwY G1AYEYKE Kol MPOTETL TOV aLTOD H(XTép(X T OTpaTnyi(x Kol TR Gappa}xsémn Ko
Talg GAAC (xpsToac DnspB(xMxouavoq, ot obr Gfiov avt® Chv Unap}x(qu(xvav el un
Copmavtwy pev arbpwnwv, mavtwr 88 £0v&dY Kpatnoeiev. obkodY [C] v pev Aclav EmfAde
OOUIOOOD KOTOOTPEQPOUEVOG, Kal avioyovta mp&dTOg AvOpwmwy TOV NAlOV TMPOCEKVODEL,
wpunpévov e adTOV €mi Y Edpwmmp, 6nwg ta Aetndpeva meptpaidpevog yig te amaong xai
G(xAécTTnc K0P10G yévono TO YPEWV €V BocBu)x(I)m K(XTé)x(xﬁS M(xKa{Sévsc 8¢ amdvtwy npyov, wv
o’ ékeivy KTncr(xuavm méAewv Kol £6v&V STUXOI) ap’ ovp £T xpn tollet ualiovwv TSK]lT]pI(.Ol)
ﬁn)\ouv [D] (uq ev&oqu usv n Moaxkebovia kal usya}xn T0 Hpooeev yvévouto; TaUan 58 ou)Tnc T0
Kpdtiotov 1 moOAig ékelvn, fjv avéotnoav, mecdvtwy, olpal, Oettaddv, THG KaT ERelvWY
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£MWOVLPOY PIKNG. Kad mepl P&V TodTWY 006eY ET1 6Eopat parpOTEPA AEYELD.

(Now though I have much that is highly honourable to say about her native land,?% I think it well
to omit part, because of its antiquity. For it seems to be not far removed from myth. For instance,
the sort of story that is told about the Muses, that they actually came from Pieria®®® and that it
was not from Helicon that they came to Olympus, when summoned to their father's side. This
then, and all else of the same sort, since it is better suited to a fable than to my narrative, must
be omitted. But perhaps it is not out of the way nor alien from my present theme to tell some of
the facts that are not familiar to all. They say®?’ that Macedonia was colonised by the
descendants of Heracles, the sons of Temenus, who had been awarded Argos as their portion,
then quarrelled, and to make an end of their strife and jealousy led out a colony. Then they seized
Macedonia, and leaving a prosperous family behind them, they succeeded to the throne, king
after king, as though the privilege were an inheritance. Now to praise all these would be neither
truthful, nor in my opinion easy. But though many of them were brave men and left behind them
very glorious monuments of the Hellenic character, Philip and his son surpassed in valour all who
of old ruled over Macedonia and Thrace, yes and I should say all who governed the Lydians as
well, or the Medes and Persians and Assyrians, except only the son of Cambyses,2® who
transferred the sovereignty from the Medes to the Persians. For Philip was the first to try to
increase the power of the Macedonians, and when he had subdued the greater part of Europe, he
made the sea his frontier limit on the east and south, and on the north I think the Danube, and on
the west the people of Oricus,?2? And after him, his son, who was bred up at the feet of the wise
Stagyrite,?1? so far excelled all the rest in greatness of soul, and besides, surpassed his own
father in generalship and courage and the other virtues, that he thought that life for him was not
worth living unless he could subdue all men and all nations. And so he traversed the whole of
Asia, conquering as he went, and he was the first of men3! to adore the rising sun; but as he was
setting out for Europe in order to gain control of the remainder and so become master of the
whole earth and sea, he paid the debt of nature in Babylon. Then Macedonians became the rulers
of all the cities and nations that they had acquired under his leadership. And now is it still
necessary to show by stronger proofs that Macedonia was famous and great of old? And the most
important place in Macedonia is that city which they restored, after, I think, the fall of the
Thessalians, and which is called after their victory over them.?'2 But concerning all this I need not
speak at greater length.)
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(And of her noble birth why should I take any further trouble to seek for clearer or more manifest
proof than this? I mean that she is the daughter of a man who was considered worthy to hold the
office that gives its name to the year,>¢ an office that in the past was powerful and actually called
royal, but lost that title because of those who abused their power. But now that in these days its
power has waned, since the government has changed to a monarchy, the bare honour, though
robbed of all the rest, is held to counterbalance all power, and for private citizens is set up as a
sort of prize and a reward of virtue, or loyalty, or of some favour done to the ruler of the empire,
or for some brilliant exploit, while for the emperors, it is added to the advantages they already
possess as the crowning glory and adornment. For all the other titles and functions that still
retain some feeble and shadowy resemblance to the ancient constitution they either altogether
despised and rejected, because of their absolute power, or they attached them to themselves and
enjoy the titles for life. But this office alone, I think, they from the first did not despise, and it still
gratifies them when they obtain it for the year. Indeed there is no private citizen or emperor, nor
has ever been, who did not think it an enviable distinction to be entitled consul. And if there be
anyone who thinks that, because he I spoke of was the first of his line to win that title and to lay
the foundations of distinction for his family, he is therefore inferior to the others, he fails to
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understand that he is deceived exceedingly. For it is, in my opinion, altogether nobler and more
honourable to lay the foundations of such great distinction for one's descendants than to receive
it from one's ancestors. For indeed it is a nobler thing to be the founder of a mighty city than a
mere citizen and to receive any good thing is altogether less dignified than to give. Indeed it is
evident that sons receive from their fathers, and citizens from their cities, a start, as it were, on
the path of glory. But he who by his own effort pays back to his ancestors and his native land that
honour on a higher scale, and makes his country show more brilliant and more distinguished, and
his ancestors more illustrious, clearly yields the prize to no man on the score of native nobility.
Nor is there any man who can claim to be superior to him I speak of. For the good must needs be
born of good parents. But when the son of illustrious parents himself becomes more illustrious,
and fortune blows the same way as his merit, he causes no one to feel doubt, if he lays claim, as
is reasonable, to be of native nobility.)

EvoeBia 6¢, mept fig 0 AdyoC, maic pev LIGTOL YEyove, Yapeth 6¢ £0TL PaOIAEWG gvdpeiov,
0WEPOVOC, oLPETOD, Bikaiov, ypnoTod Kai mpdov Kol peyadoydyov, [B] 6¢ émelbn natpav ovoav
avT® TNV ApyYNY AvekTHoaTto, &@eloupevog tod PBla Aafdvtog, yapov te €£6eito mpog maidwv
yvéveow, ol KAnpovopnoovotl Thg Tipfc Kal TS £€ovoiag, TadTny &&ilov £kpe THC KOwwvloag
yeyovwg 116 oyxebov Tt Tig olkovpévng dmdong xKOPLog. Kaltol n®g Gv Tig peifova poaptuvpiov
¢gminthoete thobe; ob pévov mepl Thig evyeveiag avTiig, [C] dmep 6 anmdvtwy GmA®dG, 6oa xpfv
otpat ™Y Baotdel To000TwW cvviodoaw, KaOAIEp PepvNY 0ik0OeY Em@epopévnr, Kopilew ayudd,
noadeiav O0pOBfY, obveow Epperfi, dxpfiy Kol wpav ocwpatog Kai KAAAOG TooODTOV, KDOTE
amoxkpomtecBol tdg GAAag mapbivovg, Kabdmep olpal mepi T oeAfun mAnOodon ol Sla@aveiq
AoTtépeg KatavyalOpevotl KpOITOLOL THY PoP@Tv. £V PEY yap To0Twy 006£v37 £€apkeiv Bokel mPoOg
Kowwviovr Baoldéwg, mdvta 6 Gpa, [D] domep Bcod Tvog dyad® Baoctdel KaAny Kol ow@pova
DAGTTOVTOG TNV vOPENY, €l Tadtd OoLVEANALOOTA TOPPWOEY Kol OVK &md TGOV OpPdTwy
gpedkvodpeva pdAa 6ABLov nye tov vvpgiov. K&AAog pev yap thig €k Tod yévoug Ponbeiag kol
TOV GAAwv dyabiv olpot otepduevor ovde BLWTNY dxéAaoTov ioybdel meibew TNV yapniAiov
avdyat Aopmdba, apew 68 dpa cvveA@oévTa Yapov peEY nppoos moAAGKLG, amoisumoncva 6 [110]
TG €K TOD TPOmwY dppoviag Kol yapttog ov Alav £@dvn (nAwTtd.

(Now Eusebia, the subject of my speech, was the daughter of a consul, and is the consort of an
Emperor who is brave, temperate, wise, just, virtuous, mild and high-souled, who, when he
acquired the throne that had belonged to his ancestors, and had won it back from him who had
usurped it by violence, and desired to wed that he might beget sons to inherit his honour and
power, deemed this lady worthy of his alliance, when he had already become master of almost
the whole world. And indeed why should one search for stronger evidence than this? Evidence, I
mean, not only of her native nobility, but of all those combined gifts which she who is united to so
great an Emperor ought to bring with her from her home as a dowry, wit and wisdom, a body in
the flower of youth, and beauty so conspicuous as to throw into the shade all other maidens
beside, even as, I believe, the radiant stars about the moon at the full are outshone and hide their
shape.?!® For no single one of these endowments is thought to suffice for an alliance with an
Emperor, but all together, as though some god were fashioning for a virtuous Emperor a fair and
modest bride, were united in her single person and, attracting not his eyes alone, brought from
afar that bridegroom blest of heaven. For beauty alone, if it lacks the support of birth and the
other advantages I have mentioned, is not enough to induce even a licentious man, a mere
citizen, to kindle the marriage torch, though both combined have brought about many a match,
but when they occur without sweetness and charm of character they are seen to be far from
desirable.)
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(I have good reason to say that the Emperor in his prudence understood this clearly, and that it
was only after long deliberation that he chose this marriage, partly making enquiries about all
that was needful to learn about her by hearsay, but judging also from her mother of the
daughter's noble disposition. Of that mother why should I take time to say more, as though I had
not to recite a special encomium on her who is the theme of my speech? But so much perhaps I
may say briefly and you may hear without weariness, that her family is entirely Greek, yes Greek
of the purest stock, and her native city was the metropolis of Macedonia, and she was more self-
controlled than Evadne®22 the wife of Capaneus, and the famous Laodameia®2® of Thessaly. For
these two, when they had lost their husbands, who were young, handsome and still newly-wed,
whether by the constraint of some envious powers, or because the threads of the fates were so
woven, threw away their lives for love. But the mother of the Empress, when his fate had come
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upon her wedded lord, devoted herself to her children, and won a great reputation for prudence,
so great indeed, that whereas Penelope, while her husband was still on his travels and
wanderings, was beset by those young suitors who came to woo her from Ithaca and Samos and
Dulichium, that lady no man however fair and tall or powerful and wealthy ever ventured to
approach with any such proposals. And her daughter the Emperor deemed worthy to live by his
side, and after setting up the trophies of his victories, he celebrated the marriage with great
splendour, feasting nations and cities and peoples.)
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(But should any haply desire to hear of such things as how the bride was bidden to come from
Macedonia with her mother, and what was the manner of the cavalcade, of the chariots and
horses and carriages of all sorts, decorated with gold and silver and copper of the finest
workmanship, let me tell him that it is extremely childish of him to wish to hear such things. It is
like the case of some player on the cithara who is an accomplished artist—let us say if you please
Terpander or he of Methymna32? of whom the story goes that he enjoyed a divine escort and
found that the dolphin cared more for music than did his fellow-voyagers, and was thus conveyed
safely to the Laconian promontory.33 For though he did indeed charm those miserable sailors by
his skilful performance, yet they despised his art and paid no heed to his music. Now, as I was
going to say, if some one were to choose the best of those two musicians, and were to clothe him
in the raiment suited to his art, and were then to bring him into a theatre full of men, women and
children of all sorts, varying in temperament and age and habits besides, do you not suppose that
the children and those of the men and women who had childish tastes would gaze at his dress
and his lyre, and be marvellously smitten with his appearance, while the more ignorant of the
men, and the whole crowd of women, except a very few, would judge his playing simply by the
criterion of pleasure or the reverse; whereas a musical man who understood the rules of the art
would not endure that the melodies should be wrongly mixed for the sake of giving pleasure, but
would resent it if the player did not preserve the modes of the music and did not use the
harmonies properly, and conformably to the laws of genuine and inspired music? But if he saw
that he was faithful to the principles of his art and produced in the audience a pleasure that was
not spurious but pure and uncontaminated, he would go home praising the musician, and filled
with admiration because his performance in the theatre was artistic and did the Muses no wrong.
But such a man thinks that anyone who praises the purple raiment and the lyre is foolish and out
of his mind, while, if he goes on to give full details about such outward things, adorning them
with an agreeable style and smoothing away all that is worthless and vulgar in the tale, then the
critic thinks him more ridiculous than those who try to carve cherry-stones,?3! as I believe is
related of Myrmecides®32 who thus sought to rival the art of Pheidias. And so neither will I, if I
can help it, lay myself open to this charge by reciting the long list of costly robes and gifts of all
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kinds and necklaces and garlands that were sent by the Emperor, nor how the folk in each place
came to meet her with welcome and rejoicing, nor all the glorious and auspicious incidents that
occurred on that journey, and were reported. But when she entered the palace and was honoured
with her imperial title, what was the first thing she did and then the second and the third and the
many actions that followed? For however much I might wish to tell of them and to compose
lengthy volumes about them, I think that, for the majority, those of her deeds will be sufficient
that more conspicuously witnessed to her wisdom and clemency and modesty and benevolence
and goodness and generosity and her other virtues, than does now the present account of her,
which tries to enlighten and instruct those who have long known it all from personal experience.
For it would not be at all proper, merely because the task has proved to be difficult or rather
impossible, to keep silence about the whole, but one should rather try, as far as one can, to tell
about those deeds, and to bring forward as a proof of her wisdom and of all her other virtues the
fact that she made her husband regard her as it is fitting that he should regard a beautiful and
noble wife.)

Qote Eywye Thg [Inreddnng modAa kai GAAa voploag énaivwr &€ia [D] todto £€v Toig pdAiota
Bavpdlw, 6Tt &M ToV Grdpa Aav Emelbe oTépyey Kal dyordy adTHY DIEPOPDOVTA NED, WG Qooi,
Sapoviwy ydpwv, dtipdCovta 6& o pelov Ty TV Podrwy Evyyévetaw. Kaitol ye giyov abdtod
nioal EpwTKGG, Kadvymw kol Kipkn kal Navotkda: Kol nv adtaiq & Paoileia mdyKaAa, KNIwY
Twodv [113] kai mopabeiowr &v adTOi¢ meguTELPEVWY PEAX APELAXEECT KOl KATHOK{O1G TOiG
B8£v6peat, Aetp®rég e GrOeot mowkidolg Kail paAaki T méq Bpdovteg:

(Therefore, though I think that many of the other qualities of Penelope are worthy of praise, this I
admire beyond all, that she so entirely persuaded her husband to love and cherish her, that he
despised, we are told, unions with goddesses, and equally rejected an alliance with the
Phaeacians. And yet they were all in love with him, Calypso, Circe, Nausicaa. And they had very
beautiful palaces and gardens and parks withal, planted with wide-spreading and shady trees,
and meadows gay with flowers, in which soft grass grew deep: “And four fountains in a row
flowed with shining water.”333)
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006& Kov@oTépav. Ti 61 ovv oiecbe np(‘)q tadta exkelvov eimeiv Exew; ap’ ovy 6T Tf [Inveldmn
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(And a lusty wild vine bloomed about her dwelling,%¥? with bunches of excellent grapes, laden
with clusters. And at the Phaeacian court there were the same things, except that they were
more costly, seeing that, as I suppose, they were made by art, and hence had less charm and
seemed less lovely than those that were of natural growth. Now to all that luxury and wealth, and
moreover to the peace and quiet that surrounded those islands, who do you think would not have
succumbed, especially one who had endured so great toils and dangers and expected that he
would have to suffer still more terrible hardships, partly by sea and partly in his own house, since
he had to fight all alone against a hundred youths in their prime, a thing which had never
happened to him even in the land of Troy? Now if someone in jest were to question Odysseus
somewhat in this fashion: “Why, O most wise orator or general, or whatever one must call you,
did you endure so many toils, when you might have been prosperous and happy and perhaps even
immortal, if one may at all believe the promises of Calypso? But you chose the worse instead of
the better, and imposed on yourself all those hardships®3® and refused to remain even in Scheria,
though you might surely have rested there from your wandering and been delivered from your
perils; but behold you resolved to carry on the war in your own house and to perform feats of
valour and to accomplish a second journey, not less toilsome, as seemed likely, nor easier than
the first!” What answer then do you think he would give to this? Would he not answer that he
longed always to be with Penelope, and that those contests and campaigns he purposed to take
back to her as a pleasant tale to tell? For this reason, then, he makes his mother exhort him to
remember everything, all the sights he saw and all the things he heard, and then she says:)

va kol petdémobde tef) elnnoba yovaiki,

(“So that in the days to come thou mayst tell it to thy wife.”232)


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_533
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_534
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_535
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_536
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_537
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_538
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_539

[pg 304]

[pg 306]

[pg 308]

onoiv. 6 6& o06evOg emAaOOuEVOG, £MELON TPGOTOY APIKETO Kol TOV HeEpoKiwy €ml T Baocideia
Kwpalovtwy £kpatel 0w 6{kn, mdvta aOpdwe adTH Ginyeito, o te £6paoe Kol 6oa AvETAN, Kal
gl 61N T &ANo IO TGOV YPNou®dY Groamelfonevog ekTeAeiv Sievoeitor dmdppntov 6& £moleito mpog
abTnY ovbe £v, [B] &AL’ r']E{ou KOlWwvov yiyveobatl thv Bouhsvuénwv Kol 0,Tt np(xKTéov ein
oVVVOETY Kal ouvaEsupraw apa todTto vpiv Tr]q ana}xonnc; OAiyov éyrwniov Sokel, §j HEN4L T1¢g
GAAN v £reivng dpetny dvmepPadropévn yapetr e ovoa Pactdéwc Grbpeiov Kol peyadoyidyov
KOl 0W@POVOC TooadTNY gbvolap évemoinoey abLTHG T® yhuavty, [C] ovykepaoapévn T mapd T
EPWTWY Emmpveopévn @A T €k THg dpetiic kabdmep pedpa Belov Eémpepopévny Taig dyadaig
Kol yevvaiong yoyaig 600 yap 61 10de Twe mibwt gmdiag £otov, wv Hde kat' {oov dpvoapévn
BovAevpdtwy TE ADTH YEYOVE KOWWDPOC Kal mpdov Ovta @OOel TOv BaoclAéa Kal ypnoTtov Kol
£0YPWHOVX P0G & MEQPULKE MUPAKAAEl P&AAOY MPeMdVTWG KAl mPOG ouyyv@unp T 8ikny tpémel.
woTe OLK G Tig elmelv €xol, 6twt yéyovep 1 BaolAic Hde ev 6ikn Tuyxov f Kol mapa &ikny aitia
Tipwplag Kal KoAdoewg mkpdg 1 peiCovog. [D] ABRvnot pev ovv oo, 6te Toig matpiolg EBeov
£xpodvto Kol £Cwv Toig oikelolg me1Bouevol vOPOLG PEYGANY Kal MOALAVOpWITOY 01KODVTEG TTOALD,
el mote v HikalévTwy ai yigol Kat' {oov yévowTo Toig @edyovol mPOg ToLG SLWKOVTAG, TNV
Tﬁq 'Aenv&q émneeuévnv ™o ™Y SiKnv (')(p)ﬂ']crsw uéMxole AmoAvew &p(pw Tﬁc (xiTi(xc, [115] TOV
usv £ndyovta Tnv K(XTTWOpI(Xl) ToD BoKEIY glvan ODKO(p(Xl)TT]D TOV B¢, wq alKoq, toh Sokeiv avoxov
glatl @ novnpsuu(xn TodTOV 67] (pl)x(xvepwnov 6vta Kai X(XplSI)T(X OV vouov £t 0OV H1KGD, ag
Bao1Aevg kpivel, owlonevov mpadtepov adtn KaBioTnow. ov yap av O eedywv map’ OAiyov £A0N
™ {onp &€v Taig yhieolg Aayelv, meibet, T doep avtod 6énow mpoodeiowa Kai ikeTnpiav, deeival
marTwg TG attiag. 0 6& Ekwy EKOVTL T® Bup® yapiletal ta TowadTa, [B] Kal o0, Kabdmep Ounpdg
enot tov Ala ékPralépevor mopd THG yapetiic opodoyeivd®2 6,11 Euyywpoin,?2d §idwow £xkwv
AEKOVTL YE euu(b KOl TUYOD OUK GTomov YyoAen®cg Kol poOAlg T toladta Euyywpeiy Kot avbphv
OBpLoTOY Kal (x}x(xZovwv AAL’ 0o06e% yap el 0@dbpa emndelol TwéC elol mdoyelwy KOKGOC Kal
KOAGCeoOat, TOUTOU(; £K mawTOC armoAéoBan ypewv- 0 61 Kol N Paoctdig ibe Evvvoodoa KAKOV pED
ovdev EkéAevoep obte GAAo mote obte’® [C] K6Aaow obte Tipwpilav emayayeiv oby O6mnwg
Baotiela Twog 1) mOAel, AN’ o06E olkig pid TGOV mOALT®OV. mpoobeiny &' Gv Eywye Bappdv €0
H&Aa 6Tt pndev \psf)ﬁéq @NUL, WG oLOE é(p' év(‘)c ('xvf)p()c; f yuvac‘)q Hig £oTo (xl')Tf]v attidofot
Eupopdc Tw THG TuyoLONG, 0(\)0(90( 6¢ 6oa Kol ouonv(xq 6pcx Kol EBpaoev, nﬁswc av Uuw T
mAeloTa eEaptGunomunv KO  Ekaota amayyéddwy, wg 66¢ uev TOV matp@ov 6’ EKSU)T]D vépetat
KAfipov, €keivog 8¢ amnAihdayn Tipwpiag, [D] dpARocag toig vopolg, &AAoC ovko@oavTiap Siéguys,
map’ O0Alyov £ABwv KwbOVOL, Tpfig 68 ETuyov Kol dpyfic pupiol. Kol tadta 00K 0TV OOTIC £pE
yebbeobal OV amdvtwr ERHoel, €l Kol dvopaoTl ToLG Grdpag pn Katadéyotpt. GAN’ OKV®, i
Tow £€oveldifey 60Ew TAC TLPIPOPAC KAl OVK EMOIVOY TV THOTNC Ayad&dY, Katdhoyov 6g Tthv
dAdotpiwv ovyypdgew dtuynudtwy. TooodTwy 6& Epywv pnbeév mapacyiécbor unde eig TO
épeaveg ayew [116] terpnplov Kevdv nwg ewal 6okel Kol £¢ amotiav Gyel®t tov Emaivov.
oLKOUY £Kelva mapaltnoduevog, oméoa y  &pol te elmeiv dveni@bovov TadTN Te GKOOEW KAAX
Aéyop’ Gv NoN.

(And indeed he forgot nothing, and no sooner had he come home and vanquished, as was just, the
youths who caroused in the palace, than he related all to her without pause, all that he had
achieved and endured, and all else that, obeying the oracles, he purposed still to accomplish.34Z
And from her he kept nothing secret, but chose that she should be the partner of his counsels and
should help him to plan and contrive what he must do. And do you think this a trifling tribute to
Penelope, or is there not now found to be yet another woman whose virtue surpasses hers, and
who, as the consort of a brave, magnanimous and prudent Emperor, has won as great affection
from her husband, since she has mingled with the tenderness that is inspired by love that other
which good and noble souls derive from their own virtue, whence it flows like a sacred fount? For
there are two jars,?*® so to speak, of these two kinds of human affection, and Eusebia drew in
equal measure from both, and so has come to be the partner of her husband's counsels, and
though the Emperor is by nature merciful, good and wise, she encourages him to follow yet more
becomingly his natural bent, and ever turns justice to mercy. So that no one could ever cite a
case in which this Empress, whether with justice, as might happen, or unjustly, has ever been the
cause of punishment or chastisement either great or small. Now we are told that at Athens, in the
days when they employed their ancestral customs and lived in obedience to their own laws, as
the inhabitants of a great and humane city, whenever the votes of the jurymen were cast evenly
for defendant and plaintiff, the vote of Athene3*? was awarded to him who would have incurred
the penalty, and thus both were acquitted of guilt, he who had brought the accusation, of the
reputation of sycophant, and the defendant, naturally, of the guilt of the crime. Now this humane
and gracious custom is kept up in the suits which the Emperor judges, but Eusebia's mercy goes
further. For whenever the defendant comes near to obtaining an equal number of votes, she
persuades the Emperor, adding her request and entreaty on his behalf, to acquit the man entirely
of the charge. And of free will with willing heart he grants the boon, and does not give it as
Homer says Zeus, constrained by his wife, agreed as to what he should concede to her “of free
will but with soul unwilling.”5%% And perhaps it is not strange that he should concede this pardon
reluctantly and under protest in the case of the violent and depraved. But not even when men
richly deserve to suffer and be punished ought they to be utterly ruined. Now since the Empress
recognises this, she has never bidden him inflict any injury of any kind, or any punishment or
chastisement even on a single household of the citizens, much less on a whole kingdom or city.
And I might add, with the utmost confidence that I am speaking the absolute truth, that in the
case of no man or woman is it possible to charge her with any misfortune that has happened, but
all the benefits that she confers and has conferred, and on whom, I would gladly recount in as
many cases as possible, and report them one by one, how for instance this man, thanks to her,
enjoys his ancestral estate, and that man has been saved from punishment, though he was guilty
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in the eyes of the law, how a third escaped a malicious prosecution, though he came within an
ace of the danger, how countless persons have received honour and office at her hands. And on
this subject there is no one of them all who will assert that I speak falsely, even though I should
not give a list of those persons by name. But this I hesitate to do, lest I should seem to some to be
reproaching them with their sufferings, and to be composing not so much an encomium of her
good deeds as a catalogue of the misfortunes of others. And yet, not to cite any of these acts of
hers, and to bring no proof of them before the public seems perhaps to imply that they are
lacking, and brings discredit on my encomium. Accordingly, to deprecate that charge, I shall
relate so much as it is not invidious for me to speak or for her to hear.)
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(When she had, in the beginning, secured her husband's good-will for her actions like a “frontage
shining from afar,” to use the words of the great poet Pindar,%! she forthwith showered honours
on all her family and kinsfolk, appointing to more important functions those who had already
been tested and were of mature age, and making them seem fortunate and enviable, and she won
for them the Emperor's friendship and laid the foundation of their present prosperity. And if
anyone thinks, what is in fact true, that on their own account they are worthy of honour, he will
applaud her all the more. For it is evident that it was their merit, far more than the ties of
kinship, that she rewarded; and one could hardly pay her a higher compliment than that. Such
then was her treatment of these. And to all who, since they were still obscure on account of their
youth, needed recognition of any sort, she awarded lesser honours. In fact she left nothing
undone to help one and all. And not only on her kinsfolk has she conferred such benefits, but
whenever she learned that ties of friendship used to exist with her ancestors, she has not allowed
it to be unprofitable to those who owned such ties, but she honours them, I understand, no less
than her own kinsfolk, and to all whom she regards as her father's friends she dispensed
wonderful rewards for their friendship.)
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(But since I see that my account is in need of proofs, just as in a law-court, I will offer myself to
bear witness on its behalf to these actions and to applaud them. But lest you should mistrust my
evidence and cause a disturbance before you have heard what I have to say, I swear that I will
tell you no falsehood or fiction; although you would have believed, even without an oath, that I
am saying all this without intent to flatter. For I already possess, by the grace of God and the
Emperor, and because the Empress too was zealous in my behalf, all those blessings to gain
which a flatterer would leave nothing unsaid, so that, if I were speaking before obtaining these,
perhaps I should have to dread that unjust suspicion. But as it is, since this is the state of my
fortunes, I will recall her conduct to me, and at the same time give you a proof of my own right-
mindedness and truthful evidence of her good deeds. I have heard that Darius, while he was still
in the bodyguard of the Persian monarch,®® met, in Egypt, a Samian stranger®>¢ who was an exile
from his own country, and accepted from him the gift of a scarlet cloak to which Darius had taken
a great fancy, and that later on, in the days when, I understand, he had become the master of all
Asia, he gave him in return the tyranny of Samos. And now suppose that I acknowledge that,
though I received many kindnesses at Eusebia's hands, at a time when I was still permitted to live
in peaceful obscurity, and many also, by her intercession, from our noble and magnanimous
Emperor, I must needs fall short of making an equal return; for as I know, she possesses
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everything already, as the gift of him who was so generous to myself; yet since I desire that the
memory of her good deeds should be immortal, and since I am relating them to you, perhaps I
shall not be thought less mindful of my debt than the Persian, seeing that in forming a judgment
it is to the intention that one must look, and not to an instance in which fortune granted a man
the power to repay his obligation many times over.)
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(Why, then, I say that I have been so kindly treated, and in return for what I acknowledge that I
am her debtor for all time, that is what you are eager to hear. Nor shall I conceal the facts. The
Emperor was kind to me almost from my infancy, and he surpassed all generosity, for he
snatched me from dangers so great that not even “a man in the strength of his youth”3? could
easily have escaped them, unless he obtained some means of safety sent by heaven and not
attainable by human means, and after my house had been seized by one of those in power, as
though there were none to defend it, he recovered it for me, as was just, and made it wealthy
once more. And I could tell you of still other kindnesses on his part towards myself, that deserve
all gratitude, in return for which I ever showed myself loyal and faithful to him; but nevertheless
of late I perceived that, I know not why, he was somewhat harsh towards me. Now the Empress
no sooner heard a bare mention, not of any actual wrong-doing but of mere idle suspicion, than
she deigned to investigate it, and before doing so would not admit or listen to any falsehood or
unjust slander, but persisted in her request until she brought me into the Emperor's presence
and procured me speech with him. And she rejoiced when I was acquitted of every unjust charge,
and when I wished to return home, she first persuaded the Emperor to give his permission, and
then furnished me with a safe escort. Then when some deity, the one I think who devised my
former troubles, or perhaps some unfriendly chance, cut short this journey, she sent me to visit
Greece, having asked this favour on my behalf from the Emperor, when I had already left the
country. This was because she had learned that I delighted in literature, and she knew that that
place is the home of culture. Then indeed I prayed first, as is meet, for the Emperor, and next for
Eusebia, that God would grant them many blessings, because when I longed and desired to
behold my true fatherland, they made it possible. For we who dwell in Thrace and Ionia are the
sons of Hellas, and all of us who are not devoid of feeling long to greet our ancestors and to
embrace the very soil of Hellas. So this had long been, as was natural, my dearest wish, and I
desired it more than to possess treasures of gold and silver. For I consider that intercourse with
distinguished men, when weighed in the balance with any amount whatever of gold, drags down
the beam, and does not permit a prudent judge even to hesitate over a slight turn of the scale.)
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(Now, as regards learning and philosophy, the condition of Greece in our day reminds one
somewhat of the tales and traditions of the Egyptians. For the Egyptians say that the Nile in their
country is not only the saviour and benefactor of the land, but also wards off destruction by fire,
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when the sun, throughout long periods, in conjunction or combination with fiery constellations,
fills the atmosphere with heat and scorches everything. For it has not power enough, so they say,
to evaporate or exhaust the fountains of the Nile. And so too neither from the Greeks has
philosophy altogether departed, nor has she forsaken Athens or Sparta or Corinth. And, as
regards these fountains, Argos can by no means be called “thirsty,”35® for there are many in the
city itself and many also south of the city, round about Mases,>®° famous of old. Yet Sicyon, not
Corinth, possesses Peirene itself. And Athens has many such streams, pure and springing from
the soil, and many flow into the city from abroad, but no less precious than those that are native.
And her people love and cherish them and desire to be rich in that which alone makes wealth
enviable.)
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(But as for me, what has come over me? And what speech do I intend to achieve if not a
panegyric of my beloved Hellas, of which one cannot make mention without admiring everything?
But perhaps someone, remembering what I said earlier, will say that this is not what I intended to
discuss when I began, and that, just as Corybants when excited by the flute dance and leap
without method, so I, spurred on by the mention of my beloved city, am chanting the praises of
that country and her people. To him I must make excuse somewhat as follows: Good sir, you who
are the guide to an art that is genuinely noble, that is a wise notion of yours, for you do not
permit or grant one to let go even for a moment the theme of a panegyric, seeing that you
yourself maintain your theme with skill. Yet in my case, since there has come over me this
impulse of affection which you say is to blame for the lack of order in my arguments, you really
urge me, I think, not to be too much afraid of it or to take precautions against criticism. For I am
not embarking on irrelevant themes if I wish to show how great were the blessings that Eusebia
procured for me because she honoured the name of philosophy. And yet the name of philosopher
which has been, I know not why, applied to myself, is really in my case nothing but a name and
lacks reality, for though I love the reality and am terribly enamoured of the thing itself, yet for
some reason I have fallen short of it. But Eusebia honoured even the name. For no other reason
can I discover, nor learn from anyone else, why she became so zealous an ally of mine, and an
averter of evil and my preserver, and took such trouble and pains in order that I might retain
unaltered and unaffected our noble Emperor's good-will; and I have never been convicted of
thinking that there is any greater blessing in this world than that good-will, since all the gold
above the earth or beneath the earth is not worth so much, nor all the mass of silver that is now
beneath the sun's rays or may be added thereto,?* not though the loftiest mountains, let us
suppose, stones and trees and all were to change to that substance, nor the greatest sovereignty
there is, nor anything else in the whole world. And I do indeed owe it to her that these blessings
are mine, so many and greater than anyone could have hoped for, for in truth I did not ask for
much, nor did I nourish myself with any such hopes.)
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(But genuine kindness one cannot obtain in exchange for money, nor could anyone purchase it by
such means, but it exists only when men of noble character work in harmony with a sort of divine
and higher providence. And this the Emperor bestowed on me even as a child, and when it had
almost vanished it was restored again to me because the Empress defended me and warded off
those false and monstrous suspicions. And when, using the evidence of my life as plain proof, she
had completely cleared me of them, and I obeyed once more the Emperor's summons from
Greece, did she ever forsake me, as though, now that all enmity and suspicion had been removed,
I no longer needed much assistance? Would my conduct be pious if I kept silence and concealed
actions so manifest and so honourable? For when a good opinion of me was established in the
Emperor's mind, she rejoiced exceedingly, and echoed him harmoniously, bidding me take
courage and neither refuse out of awe to accept the greatness®”! of what was offered to me, nor,
by employing a boorish and arrogant frankness, unworthily slight the urgent request of him who
had shown me such favour. And so I obeyed, though it was by no means agreeable to me to
support this burden, and besides I knew well that to refuse was altogether impracticable. For
when those who have the power to exact by force what they wish condescend to entreat,
naturally they put one out of countenance and there is nothing left but to obey. Now when I
consented, I had to change my mode of dress, and my attendants, and my habitual pursuits, and
my very house and way of life for what seemed full of pomp and ceremony to one whose past had
naturally been so modest and humble, and my mind was confused by the strangeness, though it
was certainly not dazzled by the magnitude of the favours that were now mine. For in my
ignorance I hardly regarded them as great blessings, but rather as powers of the greatest
benefit, certainly, to those who use them aright, but, when mistakes are made in their use, as
being harmful to many houses and cities and the cause of countless disasters. So I felt like a man
who is altogether unskilled in driving a chariot,?”2 and is not at all inclined to acquire the art, and
then is compelled to manage a car that belongs to a noble and talented charioteer, one who
keeps many pairs and many four-in-hands too, let us suppose, and has mounted behind them all,
and because of his natural talent and uncommon strength has a strong grip on the reins of all of
them, even though he is mounted on one chariot; yet he does not always remain on it, but often
moves to this side or that and changes from car to car, whenever he perceives that his horses are
distressed or are getting out of hand; and among these chariots he has a team of four that
become restive from ignorance and high spirit, and are oppressed by continuous hard work, but
none the less are mindful of that high spirit, and ever grow more unruly and are irritated by their
distress, so that they grow more restive and disobedient and pull against the driver and refuse to
go in a certain direction, and unless they see the charioteer himself or at least some man wearing
the dress of a charioteer, end by becoming violent, so unreasoning are they by nature. But when
the charioteer encourages some unskilful man, and sets him over them, and allows him to wear
the same dress as his own, and invests him with the outward seeming of a splendid and skilful
charioteer, then if he be altogether foolish and witless, he rejoices and is glad and is buoyed up
and exalted by those robes, as though by wings, but, if he has even a small share of common
sense and prudent understanding, he is very much alarmed)
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(“Lest he both injure himself and shatter his chariot withal,”373)
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(and so cause loss to the charioteer and bring on himself shameful and inglorious disaster. On all
this, then, I reflected, taking counsel with myself in the night season, and in the daytime
pondering it with myself, and I was continually thoughtful and gloomy. Then the noble and truly
godlike Emperor lessened my torment in every way, and showed me honour and favour both in
deed and word. And at last he bade me address myself to the Empress, inspiring me with courage
and giving me a very generous indication that I might trust her completely. Now when first I
came into her presence it seemed to me as though I beheld a statue of Modesty set up in some
temple. Then reverence filled my soul, and my eyes were fixed upon the ground3”® for some
considerable time, till she bade me take courage. Then she said: “Certain favours you have
already received from us and yet others you shall receive, if God will, if only you prove to be loyal
and honest towards us.” This was almost as much as I heard. For she herself did not say more,
and that though she knew how to utter speeches not a whit inferior to those of the most gifted
orators. And I, when I had departed from this interview, felt the deepest admiration and awe, and
was clearly convinced that it was Modesty herself I had heard speaking. So gentle and comforting
was her utterance, and it is ever firmly settled in my ears.)
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(Do you wish then that I should report to you what she did after this, and all the blessings she
conferred on me, and that I should give precise details one by one? Or shall I take up my tale
concisely as she did herself, and sum up the whole? Shall I tell how many of my friends she
benefited, and how with the Emperor's help she arranged my marriage? But perhaps you wish to
hear also the list of her presents to me:)
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(“Seven tripods untouched by fire and ten talents of gold,”%77)
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(and twenty caldrons. But I have no time to gossip about such subjects. Nevertheless one of those
gifts of hers it would perhaps not be ungraceful to mention to you, for it was one with which I
was myself especially delighted. For she gave me the best books on philosophy and history, and
many of the orators and poets, since I had brought hardly any with me from home, deluding
myself with the hope and longing to return home again, and gave them in such numbers, and all
at once, that even my desire for them was satisfied, though I am altogether insatiable of converse
with literature; and, so far as books went, she made Galatia3® and the country of the Celts
resemble a Greek temple of the Muses. And to these gifts I applied myself incessantly whenever I
had leisure, so that I can never be unmindful of the gracious giver. Yes, even when I take the field
one thing above all else goes with me as a necessary provision for the campaign, some one
narrative of a campaign composed long ago by an eye-witness. For many of those records of the
experience of men of old, written as they are with the greatest skill, furnish to those who, by
reason of their youth, have missed seeing such a spectacle, a clear and brilliant picture of those
ancient exploits, and by this means many a tiro has acquired a more mature understanding and
judgment than belongs to very many older men; and that advantage which people think old age
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alone can give to mankind, I mean experience (for experience it is that enables an old man “to
talk more wisely than the young”383), even this the study of history can give to the young if only
they are diligent. Moreover, in my opinion, there is in such books a means of liberal education for
the character, supposing that one understands how, like a craftsman, setting before himself as
patterns the noblest men and words and deeds, to mould his own character to match them, and
make his words resemble theirs. And if he should not wholly fall short of them, but should
achieve even some slight resemblance, believe me that would be for him the greatest good
fortune. And it is with this idea constantly before me that not only do I give myself a literary
education by means of books, but even on my campaigns I never fail to carry them like necessary
provisions. The number that I take with me is limited only by particular circumstances.)
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(But perhaps I ought not now to be writing a panegyric on books, nor to describe all the benefits
that we might derive from them, but since I recognise how much that gift was worth, I ought to
pay back to the gracious giver thanks not perhaps altogether different in kind from what she
gave. For it is only just that one who has accepted clever discourses of all sorts laid up as
treasure in books, should sound a strain of eulogy if only in slight and unskilful phrases,
composed in an unlearned and rustic fashion. For you would not say that a farmer showed proper
feeling who, when starting to plant his vineyard, begs for cuttings from his neighbours, and
presently, when he cultivates his vines, asks for a mattock and then for a hoe, and finally for a
stake to which the vine must be tied and which it must lean against, so that it may itself be
supported, and the bunches of grapes as they hang may nowhere touch the soil; and then, after
obtaining all he asked for, drinks his fill of the pleasant gift of Dionysus, but does not share either
the grapes or the must with those whom he found so willing to help him in his husbandry. Just so
one would not say that a shepherd or neatherd or even a goatherd was honest and good and
right-minded, who in winter, when his flocks need shelter and fodder, met with the utmost
consideration from his friends, who helped him to procure many things, and gave him food in
abundance, and lodging, and presently when spring and summer appeared, forgot in lordly
fashion all those kindnesses, and shared neither his milk nor cheeses nor anything else with
those who had saved his beasts for him when they would otherwise have perished.)
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(And now take the case of one who cultivates literature of any sort, and is himself young and
therefore needs numerous guides and the abundant food and pure nourishment that is to be
obtained from ancient writings, and then suppose that he should be deprived of all these all at
once, is it, think you, slight assistance that he is asking? And is it slight payment that he deserves
who comes to his aid? But perhaps he ought not even to attempt to make him any return for his
zeal and kind actions? Perhaps he ought to imitate the famous Thales, that consummate
philosopher, and that answer which we have all heard and which is so much admired? For when
someone asked what fee he ought to pay him for knowledge he had acquired, Thales replied “If
you let it be known that it was I who taught you, you will amply repay me.” Just so one who has
not himself been the teacher, but has helped another in any way to gain knowledge, would indeed
be wronged if he did not obtain gratitude and that acknowledgement of the gift which even the
philosopher seems to have demanded. Well and good. But this gift of hers was both welcome and
magnificent. And as for gold and silver I neither asked for them nor, were they in question,
should I be willing thus to wear out your patience.)
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(But I wish to tell you a story very well worth your hearing, unless indeed you are already
wearied by the length of this garrulous speech. Indeed it may be that you have listened without
enjoyment to what has been said so far, seeing that the speaker is a layman and entirely ignorant
of rhetoric, and knows neither how to invent nor how to use the writer's craft, but speaks the
truth as it occurs to him. And my story is about something almost of the present time. Now many
will say, I suppose, persuaded by the accomplished sophists, that I have collected what is trivial
and worthless, and relate it to you as though it were of serious import. And probably they will say
this, not because they are jealous of my speeches, or because they wish to rob me of the
reputation that they may bring. For they well know that I do not desire to be their rival in the art
by setting my own speeches against theirs, nor in any other way do I wish to quarrel with them.
But since, for some reason or other, they are ambitious of speaking on lofty themes at any cost,
they will not tolerate those who have not their ambition, and they reproach them with weakening
the power of rhetoric. For they say that only those deeds are to be admired and are worthy of
serious treatment and repeated praise which, because of their magnitude, have been thought by
some to be incredible, those stories for instance about that famous woman3%22 of Assyria who
turned aside as though it were an insignificant brook the river®® that flows through Babylon, and
built a gorgeous palace underground, and then turned the stream back again beyond the dykes
that she had made. For of her many a tale is told, how she fought a naval battle with three
thousand ships, and on land she led into the field of battle three million hoplites, and in Babylon
she built a wall very nearly five hundred stades in length, and the moat that surrounds the city
and other very costly and expensive edifices were, they tell us, her work. And Nitocris??* who
came later than she, and Rhodogyne3®® and Tomyris,?% aye and a crowd of women beyond
number who played men's parts in no very seemly fashion occur to my mind. And some of them
were conspicuous for their beauty and so became notorious, though it brought them no
happiness, but since they were the causes of dissension and long wars among countless nations
and as many men as could reasonably be collected from a country of that size, they are
celebrated by the orators as having given rise to mighty deeds. And a speaker who has nothing of
this sort to relate seems ridiculous because he makes no great effort to astonish his hearers or to
introduce the marvellous into his speeches. Now shall we put this question to these orators,
whether any one of them would wish to have a wife or daughter of that sort, rather than like
Penelope? And yet in her case Homer had no more to tell than of her discretion and her love for
her husband and the good care she took of her father-in-law and her son. Evidently she did not
concern herself with the fields or the flocks, and as for leading an army or speaking in public, of
course she never even dreamed of such a thing. But even when it was necessary for her to speak
to the young suitors,)
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(“Holding up before her face her shining veil”397)
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(it was in mild accents that she expressed herself. And it was not because he was short of such
great deeds, or of women famous for them, that he sang the praises of Penelope rather than the
others. For instance, he could have made it his ambition to tell the story of the Amazon's8%
campaign and have filled all his poetry with tales of that sort, which certainly have a wonderful
power to delight and charm. For as to the taking of the wall and the siege, and that battle near
the ships which in some respects seems to have resembled a sea-fight, and then the fight of the
hero and the river,52 he did not bring them into this poem with the desire to relate something
new and strange of his own invention. And even though this fight was, as they say, most
marvellous, he neglected and passed over the marvellous as we see. What reason then can
anyone give for his praising Penelope so enthusiastically and making not the slightest allusion to
those famous women? Because by reason of her virtue and discretion many blessings have been
gained for mankind, both for individuals and for the common weal, whereas from the ambition of
those others there has arisen no benefit whatever, but incurable calamities. And so, as he was, I
think, a wise and inspired poet, he decided that to praise Penelope was better and more just. And
since I adopt so great a guide, is it fitting that I should be afraid lest some person think me trivial
or inferior?)
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(But it is indeed a noble witness that I shall now bring forward, that splendid orator Pericles, the
renowned, the Olympian. It is said%% that once a crowd of flatterers surrounded him and were
distributing his praises among them, one telling how he had reduced Samos,5% another how he
had recovered Euboea,%% some how he had sailed round the Peloponnesus, while others spoke of
his enactments, or of his rivalry with Cimon, who was reputed to be a most excellent citizen and a
distinguished general. But Pericles gave no sign either of annoyance or exultation, and there was
but one thing in all his political career for which he claimed to deserve praise, that, though he
had governed the Athenian people for so long, he had been responsible for no man's death, and
no citizen when he put on black clothes had ever said that Pericles was the cause of his
misfortune. Now, by Zeus the god of friendship, do you think I need any further witness to testify
that the greatest proof of virtue and one better worth praise than all the rest put together is not
to have caused the death of any citizen, or to have taken his money from him, or involved him in
unjust exile? But he who like a good physician tries to ward off such calamities as these, and by
no means thinks that it is enough for him not to cause anyone to contract a disease, but unless he
cures and cares for everyone as far as he can, considers that his work is unworthy of his skill, do
you think that in justice such a one ought to receive no higher praise than Pericles? And shall we
not hold in higher honour her character and that authority which enables her to do what she will,
since what she wills is the good of all? For this I make the sum and substance of my whole
encomium, though I do not lack other narratives such as are commonly held to be marvellous and
splendid.)
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(For if anyone should suspect that my silence about the rest is vain affectation and empty and
insolent pretension, this at least he will not suspect, that the visit which she lately made to
Rome,%%8 when the Emperor was on his campaign and had crossed the Rhine by bridges of boats
near the frontiers of Galatia, is a false and vain invention. I could indeed very properly have given
an account of this visit, and described how the people and the senate welcomed her with
rejoicings and went to meet her with enthusiasm, and received her as is their custom to receive
an Empress, and told the amount of the expenditure, how generous and splendid it was, and the
costliness of the preparations, and reckoned up the sums she distributed to the presidents of the
tribes and the centurions of the people. But nothing of that sort has ever seemed to me worth
while, nor do I wish to praise wealth before virtue. And yet I am aware that the generous
spending of money implies a sort of virtue. Nevertheless I rate more highly goodness and
temperance and wisdom and all those other qualities of hers that I have described, bringing
before you as witnesses not only many others but myself as well and all that she did for me. Now
if only others also try to emulate my proper feeling, there are and there will be many to sing her
praises.)

Oration IV

Introduction To Oration IV

In the fourth century a.n. poetry was practically extinct, and hymns to the gods were almost
always written in prose. Julian's Fourth Oration is, according to the definition of the rhetorician
Menander, a @uolk0g Dpvog, a hymn that describes the physical qualities of a god. Julian was an
uncritical disciple of the later Neo-Platonic school, and apparently reproduces without any
important modification the doctrines of its chief representative, the Syrian Iamblichus, with
whom begins the decadence of Neo-Platonism as a philosophy. Oriental superstition took the
place of the severe spiritualism of Plotinus and his followers, and a philosophy that had been
from the first markedly religious, is now expounded by theurgists and the devotees of strange
Oriental cults. It is Mithras the Persian sun-god, rather than Apollo, whom Julian identifies with
his “intellectual god” Helios, and Apollo plays a minor part among his manifestations. Mithras
worship, which Tertullian called “a Satanic plagiarism of Christianity,” because in certain of its
rites it recalled the sacraments of the Christian church, first made its appearance among the
Romans in the first century B.c.8%? Less hospitably received at first than the cults of Isis and
Serapis and the Great Mother of Pessinus, it gradually overpowered them and finally dominated
the whole Roman Empire, though it was never welcomed by the Hellenes. For the Romans it
supplied the ideals of purity, devotion and self-control which the other cults had lacked. The
worshippers of Mithras were taught to contend against the powers of evil, submitted themselves
to a severe moral discipline, and their reward after death was to become as pure as the gods to
whom they ascend. “If Christianity,” says Renan, “had been checked in its growth by some deadly
disease, the world would have become Mithraic.” Julian, like the Emperor Commodus in the
second century, had no doubt been initiated into the Mysteries of Mithras, and the severe
discipline of the cult was profoundly attractive to one who had been estranged by early
associations from the very similar teaching of the Christians.

Julian followed Plotinus and Iamblichus in making the supreme principle the One (gv) or the Good
(10 ayabov) which presides over the intelligible world (vontog kéopog), where rule Plato's Ideas,
now called the intelligible gods (vontol 6eoi). Iamblichus had imported into the Neo-Platonic
system the intermediary world of intellectual gods (vogpoi Ogoi). On them Helios-Mithras, their
supreme god and centre, bestows the intelligence and creative and unifying forces that he has
received from his transcendental counterpart among the intelligible gods. The third member of
the triad is the world of sense-perception governed by the sun, the visible counterpart of Helios.
What distinguishes Julian's triad8!® from other Neo-Platonic triads is this hierarchy of three suns
in the three worlds: and further, the importance that he gives to the intermediary world, the
abode of Helios-Mithras. He pays little attention to the remote intelligible world and devotes his
exposition to Helios, the intellectual god, and the visible sun. Helios is the link that relates the
three members of the triad. His “middleness” (necétng) is not only local: he is in every possible
sense the mediator and unifier. peoétng is the Aristotelian word for the “mean,” but there is no
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evidence that it was used with the active sense of mediation before Julian. A passage in Plutarch
however seems to indicate that the “middleness” of the sun was a Persian doctrine: “The
principle of good most nearly resembles light, and the principle of evil darkness, and between
both is Mithras; therefore the Persians called Mithras the Mediator” (peoitng).8! Naville has
pointed out the resemblance between the sun as mediator and the Christian Logos, which Julian
may have had in mind. Julian's system results in a practically monotheistic worship of Helios, and
here he probably parts company with Iamblichus.

But though deeply influenced by Mithraism, Julian was attempting to revive the pagan gods, and
if he could not, in the fourth century, restore the ancient faith in the gods of Homer he
nevertheless could not omit from his creed the numerous deities whose temples and altars he had
rebuilt. Here he took advantage of the identification of Greek, Roman, and Oriental deities which
had been going on for centuries. The old names, endeared by the associations of literature, could
be retained without endangering the supremacy of Helios. Julian identifies Zeus, Helios, Hades,
Oceanus and the Egyptian Serapis. But the omnipotent Zeus of Greek mythology is now a
creative force which works with Helios and has no separate existence. Tradition had made
Athene the child of Zeus, but Julian regards her as the manifestation of the intelligent
forethought of Helios. Dionysus is the vehicle of his fairest thoughts, and Aphrodite a principle
that emanates from him. He contrives that all the more important gods of Greece, Egypt and
Persia shall play their parts as manifestations of Helios. The lesser gods are mediating demons as
well as forces. His aim was to provide the Hellenic counterpart of the positive revealed religion of
Christianity. Hence his insistence on the inspiration of Homer, Hesiod, and Plato, and his
statement®'2 that the allegorical interpretations of the mysteries are not mere hypotheses,
whereas the doctrines of the astronomers deserve no higher title.

The Oration is dedicated to his friend and comrade in arms Sallust who is probably identical with
the Neo-Platonic philosopher, of the school of Iamblichus, who wrote about 360 the treatise On
the Gods and the World. Cumont calls this “the official catechism of the Pagan empire,” and
Wilamowitz regards it as the positive complement of Julian's pamphlet Against the Christians.
Julian's Eighth Oration is a discourse of consolation, mapapvOntikog, for the departure of Sallust
when Constantius recalled him from Gaul in 358.

IOYAIANOY AYTOKPATOPOZ

(Julian, Caesar)

EIX TON BAXIAEA HAION TTIPOX ZAAOYZTION

(Hymn To King Helios. Dedicated To Sallust)

[B] ITpoofikew broAappdvw tod Adyov Tobbe pdAloTta pev Araoy,

(What I am now about to say I consider to be of the greatest importance for all things)

600a Te yoiow Em mveiet Te Kod Epmet,813

(“That breathe and move upon the earth,”)
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(and have a share in existence and a reasoning soul®? and intelligence, but above all others it is
of importance to myself. For I am a follower of King Helios. And of this fact I possess within me,
known to myself alone, proofs more certain that I can give.52! But this at least I am permitted to
say without sacrilege, that from my childhood an extraordinary longing for the rays of the god
penetrated deep into my soul; and from my earliest years my mind was so completely swayed by
the light that illumines the heavens that not only did I desire to gaze intently at the sun, but
whenever I walked abroad in the night season, when the firmament was clear and cloudless, I
abandoned all else without exception and gave myself up to the beauties of the heavens; nor did I
understand what anyone might say to me, nor heed what I was doing myself. I was considered to
be over-curious about these matters and to pay too much attention to them, and people went so
far as to regard me as an astrologer when my beard had only just begun to grow. And yet, I call
heaven to witness, never had a book on this subject come into my hands; nor did I as yet even
know what that science was. But why do I mention this, when I have more important things to
tell, if I should relate how, in those days, I thought about the gods? However let that darkness®22
be buried in oblivion. But let what I have said bear witness to this fact, that the heavenly light
shone all about me, and that it roused and urged me on to its contemplation, so that even then I
recognised of myself that the movement of the moon was in the opposite direction to the
universe, though as yet I had met no one of those who are wise in these matters. Now for my part
I envy the good fortune of any man to whom the god has granted to inherit a body built of the
seed of holy and inspired ancestors, so that he can unlock the treasures of wisdom; nor do I
despise that lot with which I was myself endowed by the god Helios, that I should be born of a
house that rules and governs the world in my time; but further, I regard this god, if we may
believe the wise, as the common father of all mankind.522 For it is said with truth that man and
the sun together beget man, and that the god sows this earth with souls which proceed not from
himself alone but from the other gods also; and for what purpose, the souls reveal by the kind of
lives that they select. Now far the best thing is when anyone has the fortune to have inherited the
service of the god, even before the third generation, from a long and unbroken line of ancestors;
yet it is not a thing to be disparaged when anyone, recognising that he is by nature intended to
be the servant of Helios, either alone of all men, or in company with but few, devotes himself to
the service of his master.)
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(Come then, let me celebrate, as best I may, his festival which the Imperial city®2® adorns with

annual sacrifices.®2? Now it is hard, as I well know, merely to comprehend how great is the
Invisible, if one judge by his visible self,%2¢ and to tell it is perhaps impossible, even though one
should consent to fall short of what is his due. For well I know that no one in the world could
attain to a description that would be worthy of him, and not to fail of a certain measure of
success in his praises is the greatest height to which human beings can attain in the power of
utterance. But as for me, may Hermes, the god of eloquence, stand by my side to aid me, and the
Muses also and Apollo, the leader of the Muses, since he too has oratory for his province, and
may they grant that I utter only what the gods approve that men should say and believe about
them. What, then, shall be the manner of my praise? Or is it not evident that if I describe his
substance and his origin, and his powers and energies, both visible and invisible, and the gift of
blessings which he bestows throughout all the worlds,%22 I shall compose an encomium not wholly
displeasing to the god? With these, then, let me begin.)
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(This divine and wholly beautiful universe, from the highest vault of heaven to the lowest limit of
the earth, is held together by the continuous providence of the god, has existed from eternity
ungenerated, is imperishable for all time to come, and is guarded immediately by nothing else
than the Fifth Substance®? whose culmination is the beams of the sun; and in the second and
higher degree, so to speak, by the intelligible world; but in a still loftier sense it is guarded by the
King of the whole universe, who is the centre of all things that exist. He, therefore, whether it is
right to call him the Supra-Intelligible, or the Idea of Being, and by Being I mean the whole
intelligible region, or the One, since the One seems somehow to be prior to all the rest, or, to use
Plato's name for him, the Good; at any rate this uncompounded cause of the whole reveals to all
existence beauty, and perfection, and oneness, and irresistible power; and in virtue of the primal
creative substance that abides in it, produced, as middle among the middle and intellectual,
creative causes, Helios the most mighty god, proceeding from itself and in all things like unto
itself. Even so the divine Plato believed, when he writes, “Therefore (said I) when I spoke of this,
understand that I meant the offspring of the Good which the Good begat in his own likeness, and
that what the Good is in relation to pure reason and its objects in the intelligible world, such is
the sun in the visible world in relation to sight and its objects.” Accordingly his light has the same
relation to the visible world as truth has to the intelligible world. And he himself as a whole, since
he is the son of what is first and greatest, namely, the Idea of the Good, and subsists from
eternity in the region of its abiding substance, has received also the dominion among the
intellectual gods, and himself dispenses to the intellectual gods those things of which the Good is
the cause for the intelligible gods. Now the Good is, I suppose, the cause for the intelligible gods
of beauty, existence, perfection, and oneness, connecting these and illuminating them with a
power that works for good. These accordingly Helios bestows on the intellectual gods also, since
he has been appointed by the Good to rule and govern them, even though they came forth and
came into being together with him, and this was, I suppose, in order that the cause which
resembles the Good may guide the intellectual gods to blessings for them all, and may regulate
all things according to pure reason.)
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(But this visible disc also, third4? in rank, is clearly, for the objects of sense-perception the cause
of preservation, and this visible Helios®! is the cause for the visible gods®2 of just as many
blessings as we said mighty Helios bestows on the intellectual gods. And of this there are clear
proofs for one who studies the unseen world in the light of things seen. For in the first place, is
not light itself a sort of incorporeal and divine form of the transparent in a state of activity? And
as for the transparent itself, whatever it is, since it is the underlying basis, so to speak, of all the
elements, and is a form peculiarly belonging to them, it is not like the corporeal or compounded,
nor does it admit qualities peculiar to corporeal substance.®*2 You will not therefore say that heat
is a property of the transparent, or its opposite cold, nor will you assign to it hardness or softness
or any other of the various attributes connected with touch or taste or smell; but a nature of this
sort is obvious to sight alone, since it is brought into activity by light. And light is a form of this
substance, so to speak, which is the substratum of and coextensive with the heavenly bodies. And
of light, itself incorporeal, the culmination and flower, so to speak, is the sun's rays. Now the
doctrine of the Phoenicians, who were wise and learned in sacred lore, declared that the rays of
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light everywhere diffused are the undefiled incarnation of pure mind. And in harmony with this is
our theory, seeing that light itself is incorporeal, if one should regard its fountainhead, not as
corporeal, but as the undefiled activity of mind4 pouring light into its own abode: and this is
assigned to the middle of the whole firmament, whence it sheds its rays and fills the heavenly
spheres with vigour of every kind and illumines all things with light divine and undefiled. Now
the activities proceeding from it and exercised among the gods have been, in some measure at
least, described by me a little earlier and will shortly be further spoken of. But all that we see
merely with the sight at first is a name only, deprived of activity, unless we add thereto the
guidance and aid of light. For what, speaking generally, could be seen, were it not first brought
into touch with light in order that, I suppose, it may receive a form, as matter is brought under
the hand of a craftsman? And indeed molten gold in the rough is simply gold, and not yet a statue
or an image, until the craftsman give it its proper shape. So too all the objects of sight, unless
they are brought under the eyes of the beholder together with light, are altogether deprived of
visibility. Accordingly by giving the power of sight to those who see, and the power of being seen
to the objects of sight, it brings to perfection, by means of a single activity, two faculties, namely
vision and visibility.84® And in forms and substance are expressed its perfecting powers.)
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(However, this is perhaps somewhat subtle; but as for that guide whom we all follow, ignorant
and unlearned, philosophers and rhetoricians, what power in the universe has this god when he
rises and sets? Night and day he creates, and before our eyes changes and sways the universe.
But to which of the other heavenly bodies does this power belong? How then can we now fail to
believe, in view of this, in respect also to things more divine that the invisible and divine tribes of
intellectual gods above the heavens are filled with power that works for good by him, even by him
to whom the whole band of the heavenly bodies yields place, and whom all generated things
follow, piloted by his providence? For that the planets dance about him as their king, in certain
intervals, fixed in relation to him, and revolve in a circle with perfect accord, making certain
halts, and pursuing to and fro their orbit,%Z as those who are learned in the study of the spheres
call their visible motions; and that the light of the moon waxes and wanes varying in proportion
to its distance from the sun, is, I think, clear to all. Then is it not natural that we should suppose
that the more venerable ordering of bodies among the intellectual gods corresponds to this
arrangement?)
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(Let us therefore comprehend, out of all his functions, first his power to perfect, from the fact
that he makes visible the objects of sight in the universe, for through his light he perfects them;
secondly, his creative and generative power from the changes wrought by him in the universe;
thirdly, his power to link together all things into one whole, from the harmony of his motions
towards one and the same goal; fourthly, his middle station we can comprehend from himself,
who is midmost; and fifthly, the fact that he is established as king among the intellectual gods,
from his middle station among the planets. Now if we see that these powers, or powers of similar
importance, belong to any one of the other visible deities, let us not assign to Helios leadership
among the gods. But if he has nothing in common with those other gods except his beneficent
energy, and of this too he gives them all a share, then let us call to witness the priests of Cyprus
who set up common altars to Helios and Zeus; but even before them let us summon as witness
Apollo, who sits in council with our god. For this god declares: “Zeus, Hades, Helios Serapis,
three gods in one godhead!”5%” Let us then assume that, among the intellectual gods, Helios and
Zeus have a joint or rather a single sovereignty. Hence I think that with reason Plato called
Hades a wise god.®%® And we call this same god Hades Serapis also, namely the Unseen®? and
Intellectual, to whom Plato says the souls of those who have lived most righteously and justly
mount upwards. For let no one conceive of him as the god whom the legends teach us to shudder
at, but as the mild and placable, since he completely frees our souls from generation: and the
souls that he has thus freed he does not nail to other bodies, punishing them and exacting
penalties, but he carries aloft and lifts up our souls to the intelligible world. And that this
doctrine is not wholly new, but that Homer and Hesiod the most venerable of the poets held it
before us, whether this was their own view or, like seers, they were divinely inspired with a
sacred frenzy for the truth, is evident from the following. Hesiod, in tracing his genealogy, said®®
that Helios is the son of Hyperion and Thea, intimating thereby that he is the true son of him who
is above all things. For who else could Hyperion®®! be? And is not Thea herself, in another
fashion, said to be most divine of beings? But as for a union or marriage, let us not conceive of
such a thing, since that is the incredible and paradoxical trifling of the poetic Muse. But let us
believe that his father and sire was the most divine and supreme being; and who else could have
this nature save him who transcends all things, the central point and goal of all things that exist?
And Homer calls him Hyperion after his father and shows his unconditioned nature, superior to
all constraint. For Zeus, as Homer says, since he is lord of all constrains the other gods. And
when, in the course of the myth, Helios says that on account of the impiety of the comrades of
Odysseus®®2 he will forsake Olympus, Zeus no longer says,)

ADTH kev yain épdoa’ adTi) e Oaddoon,

(“Then with very earth would I draw you up and the sea withal,”53)
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(nor does he threaten him with fetters or violence, but he says that he will inflict punishment on
the guilty and bids Helios go on shining among the gods. Does he not thereby declare that
besides being unconditioned, Helios has also the power to perfect? For why do the gods need him
unless by sending his light, himself invisible, on their substance and existence, he fulfils for them
the blessings of which I spoke? For when Homer says that)

"HEMOD T’ dxdpavta Bodmg mdtvia "Hpn
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(“Ox-eyed Hera, the queen, sent unwearied Helios to go, all unwilling, to the streams of
Oceanus,”)
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(he means that, by reason of a heavy mist, it was thought to be night before the proper time. And
this mist is surely the goddess herself, and in another place also in the poem he says,)
népa 8 "Hpn
ITitva mpdobe Babelavw. [C]
(“Hera spread before them a thick mist.”)
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(But let us leave the stories of the poets alone. For along with what is inspired they contain much
also that is merely human. And let me now relate what the god himself seems to teach us, both
about himself and the other gods.)
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(The region of the earth contains being in a state of becoming. Then who endows it with
imperishability? Is it not he®5 who keeps it all together by means of definite limits? For that the
nature of being should be unlimited was not possible, since it is neither uncreated nor self-
subsistent. And if from being something were generated absolutely without ceasing and nothing
were resolved back into it, the substance of things generated would fail. Accordingly this god,
moving in due measure, raises up and stimulates this substance when he approaches it, and
when he departs to a distance he diminishes and destroys it; or rather he himself continually
revivifies it by giving it movement and flooding it with life. And his departure and turning in the
other direction is the cause of decay for things that perish. Ever does his gift of blessings
descend evenly upon the earth. For now one country now another receives them, to the end that
becoming may not cease nor the god ever benefit less or more than is his custom this changeful
world. For sameness, as of being so also of activity, exists among the gods, and above all the
others in the case of the King of the All, Helios; and he also makes the simplest movement of all
the heavenly bodies®’ that travel in a direction opposite to the whole. In fact this is the very
thing that the celebrated Aristotle makes a proof of his superiority, compared with the others.
Nevertheless from the other intellectual gods also, forces clearly discernible descend to this
world. And now what does this mean? Are we not excluding the others when we assert that the
leadership has been assigned to Helios? Nay, far rather do I think it right from the visible to have
faith about the invisible.%%8 For even as this god is seen to complete and to adapt to himself and to
the universe the powers that are bestowed on the earth from the other gods for all things, after
the same fashion we must believe that among the invisible gods also there is intercourse with one
another; his mode of intercourse being that of a leader, while the modes of intercourse of the
others are at the same time in harmony with his. For since we said that the god is established
midmost among the midmost intellectual gods, may King Helios himself grant to us to tell what is
the nature of that middleness among things of which we must regard him as the middle.)
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(Now “middleness”?? we define not as that mean which in opposites is seen to be equally remote
from the extremes, as, for instance, in colours, tawny or dusky, and warm in the case of hot and
cold, and the like, but that which unifies and links together what is separate; for instance the sort
of thing that Empedocles®”t means by Harmony when from it he altogether eliminates Strife. And
now what does Helios link together, and of what is he the middle? I assert then that he is midway
between the visible gods who surround the universe and the immaterial and intelligible gods who
surround the Good—for the intelligible and divine substance is as it were multiplied without
external influence and without addition. For that the intellectual and wholly beautiful substance
of King Helios is middle in the sense of being unmixed with extremes, complete in itself, and
distinct from the whole number of the gods, visible and invisible, both those perceptible by sense
and those which are intelligible only, I have already declared, and also in what sense we must
conceive of his middleness. But if I must also describe these things one by one, in order that we
may discern with our intelligence how his intermediary nature, in its various forms, is related
both to the highest and the lowest, even though it is not easy to recount it all, yet let me try to
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say what can be said.)
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(Wholly one is the intelligible world, pre-existent from all time, and it combines all things
together in the One. Again is not our whole world also one complete living organism, wholly
throughout the whole of it full of soul and intelligence, “perfect, with all its parts perfect”?
Midway then between this uniform two-fold perfection—I mean that one kind of unity holds
together in one all that exists in the intelligible world, while the other kind of unity unites in the
visible world all things into one and the same perfect nature—between these, I say, is the uniform
perfection of King Helios, established among the intellectual gods. There is, however, next in
order, a sort of binding force in the intelligible world of the gods, which orders all things into
one. Again is there not visible in the heavens also, travelling in its orbit, the nature of the Fifth
Substance, which links and compresses®’® together all the parts, holding together things that by
nature are prone to scatter and to fall away from one another? These existences, therefore, which
are two causes of connection, one in the intelligible world, while the other appears in the world
of sense-perception, King Helios combines into one, imitating the synthetic power of the former
among the intellectual gods, seeing that he proceeds from it, and subsisting prior to the latter
which is seen in the visible world. Then must not the unconditioned also, which exists primarily in
the intelligible world, and finally among the visible bodies in the heavens, possess midway
between these two the unconditioned substance of King Helios, and from that primary creative
substance do not the rays of his light, illumining all things, descend to the visible world? Again, to
take another point of view, the creator of the whole is one, but many are the creative godsf”Z who
revolve in the heavens. Midmost therefore of these also we must place the creative activity which
descends into the world from Helios. But also the power of generating life is abundant and
overflowing in the intelligible world; and our world also appears to be full of generative life. It is
therefore evident that the life-generating power of King Helios also is midway between both the
worlds: and the phenomena of our world also bear witness to this. For some forms he perfects,
others he makes, or adorns, or wakes to life, and there is no single thing which, apart from the
creative power derived from Helios, can come to light and to birth. And further, besides this, if
we should comprehend the pure and undefiled and immaterial substance” among the intelligible
gods—to which nothing external is added, nor has any alien thing a place therein, but it is filled
with its own unstained purity—and if we should comprehend also the pure and unmixed nature of
unstained and divine substance, whose elements are wholly unmixed, and which, in the visible
universe, surrounds the substance that revolves,”® here also we should discover the radiant and
stainless substance of King Helios, midway between the two; that is to say, midway between the
immaterial purity that exists among the intelligible gods, and that perfect purity, unstained and
free from birth and death, that exists in the world which we can perceive. And the greatest proof
of this is that not even the light which comes down nearest to the earth from the sun is mixed
with anything, nor does it admit dirt and defilement, but remains wholly pure and without stain
and free from external influences among all existing things.)

"ETt 6¢ mpooekTtéov Tolg ddhoig £ibeot Kol vontoig, dAAd Kail Toig aiobnrtoig, éoa mepl Tty LANY
éotiv [141] f) mepl 10 dmokeipevov. avagavioetal &AW Evtabdba péoov TO POgPOY TGOV MePL TOV
péyor "HAwov €166, Do’ wv Kol Ta mepl v VAN (6n Bondsitatl pAmote &v dvvndévTa piTe lvan


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_672
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_673
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_674
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_675
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_676
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_677
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_678
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_679

[pg 384]

[pg 386]

[pg 388]

unte owleobon un map’ Ekeivov npc‘)q Tf]l) ovoiav ouvapyoﬁpava Tl ydp, of)x of)Toq £0TL TiiQ
ﬁl(XKpl(fS(.UQ OV 18OV Kal ouprwemg an VANG ocmoq, o0 voeiv Npiv adTov uovov nocpsxwv
aAAX KO op(xv Sppaoy; N yap tol T AKTivwy elg mdvta Tov KOopov Slavoun Kai N tod @wtog
£vwotg [B] v Snuiovpykny £vdeikvutat S1GKPLOW THC MOoEWC.

(But we must go on to consider the immaterial and intelligible forms,%8 and also those visible
forms which are united with matter or the substratum. Here again, the intellectual will be found
to be midmost among the forms that surround mighty Helios, by which forms in their turn the
material forms are aided; for they never could have existed or been preserved, had they not been
brought, by his aid, into connection with being. For consider: is not he the cause of the
separation of the forms, and of the combination of matter, in that he not only permits us to
comprehend his very self, but also to behold him with our eyes? For the distribution of his rays
over the whole universe, and the unifying power of his light, prove him to be the master workman
who gives an individual existence to everything that is created.)
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(Now though there are many more blessings connected with the substance of the god and
apparent to us, which show that he is midway between the intelligible and the mundane gods®&?
let us proceed to his last visible province. His first province then in the last of the worlds is, as
though by way of a pattern, to give form and personality to the sun's angels.®®3 Next is his
province of generating the world of sense-perception, of which the more honourable part
contains the cause of the heavens and the heavenly bodies, while the inferior part guides this our
world of becoming, and from eternity contains in itself the uncreated cause of that world. Now to
describe all the properties of the substance of this god, even though the god himself should grant
one to comprehend them, is impossible, seeing that even to grasp them all with the mind is, in my
opinion, beyond our power.)
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(But since I have already described many of them, I must set a seal, as it were, on this discourse,
now that I am about to pass to other subjects that demand no less investigation. What then that
seal is, and what is the knowledge of the god's substance that embraces all these questions, and
as it were sums them up under one head, may he himself suggest to my mind, since I desire to
describe in a brief summary both the cause from which he proceeded, and his own nature, and
those blessings with which he fills the visible world. This then we must declare, that King Helios
is One and proceeds from one god, even from the intelligible world which is itself One; and that
he is midmost of the intellectual gods, stationed in their midst by every kind of mediateness that
is harmonious and friendly, and that joins what is sundered; and that he brings together into one
the last and the first, having in his own person the means of completeness, of connection, of
generative life and of uniform being: and that for the world which we can perceive he initiates
blessings of all sorts, not only by means of the light with which he illumines it, adorning it and
giving it its splendour, but also because he calls into existence, along with himself, the substance
of the Sun's angels; and that finally in himself he comprehends the ungenerated cause of things
generated, and further, and prior to this, the ageless and abiding cause of the life of the
imperishable bodies.58¢)
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(Now as for what it was right to say about the substance of this god, though the greater part has
been omitted, nevertheless much has been said. But since the multitude of his powers and the
beauty of his activities is so great that we shall now exceed the limit of what we observed about
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his substance,—for it is natural that when divine things come forth into the region of the visible
they should be multiplied, in virtue of the superabundance of life and life-generating power in
them,—consider what I have to do. For now I must strip for a plunge into this fathomless sea,
though I have barely, and as best I might, taken breath, after the first part of this discourse.
Venture I must, nevertheless, and putting my trust in the god endeavour to handle the theme.)
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(We must assume that what has just been said about his substance applies equally to his
powers.®8 For it cannot be that a god's substance is one thing, and his power another, and his
activity, by Zeus, a third thing besides these. For all that he wills he is, and can do, and puts into
action. For he does not will what is not, nor does he lack power to do what he wills, nor does he
desire to put into action what he cannot. In the case of a human being, however, this is
otherwise. For his is a two-fold contending nature of soul and body compounded into one, the
former divine, the latter dark and clouded. Naturally, therefore, there is a battle and a feud
between them. And Aristotle also says that this is why neither the pleasures nor the pains in us
harmonise with one another. For he says that what is pleasant to one of the natures within us is
painful to the nature which is its opposite. But among the gods there is nothing of this sort. For
from their very nature what is good belongs to them, and perpetually, not intermittently. In the
first place, then, all that I said when I tried to show forth his substance, I must be considered to
have said about his powers and activities also. And since in such cases the argument is naturally
convertible, all that I observe next in order concerning his powers and activities must be
considered to apply not to his activities only, but to his substance also. For verily there are gods
related to Helios and of like substance who sum up the stainless nature of this god, and though in
the visible world they are plural, in him they are one. And now listen first to what they assert who
look at the heavens, not like horses and cattle, or some other unreasoning and ignorant animal,®?
but from it draw their conclusions about the unseen world. But even before this, if you please,
consider his supra-mundane powers and activities, and out of a countless number, observe but a
few.)
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(First, then, of his powers is that through which he reveals the whole intellectual substance
throughout as one, since he brings together its extremes. For even as in the world of sense-
perception we can clearly discern air and water set between fire and earth,® as the link that
binds together the extremes, would one not reasonably suppose that, in the case of the cause
which is separate from elements and prior to them—and though it is the principle of generation,
is not itself generation—it is so ordered that, in that world also, the extreme causes which are
wholly separate from elements are bound together into one through certain modes of mediation,
by King Helios, and are united about him as their centre? And the creative power of Zeus also
coincides with him, by reason of which in Cyprus, as I said earlier, shrines are founded and
assigned to them in common. And Apollo himself also we called to witness to our statements,
since it is certainly likely that he knows better than we about his own nature. For he too abides
with Helios and is his colleague by reason of the singleness of his thoughts and the stability of his
substance and the consistency of his activity.)
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(But Apollo too in no case appears to separate the dividing creative function of Dionysus®® from
Helios. And since he always subordinates it to Helios and so indicates that Dionysus®® is his
partner on the throne, Apollo is the interpreter for us of the fairest purposes that are to be found
with our god. Further Helios, since he comprehends in himself all the principles of the fairest
intellectual synthesis, is himself Apollo the leader of the Muses. And since he fills the whole of
our life with fair order, he begat Asclepios in the world, though even before the beginning of
the world he had him by his side.)
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(But though one should survey many other powers that belong to this god, never could one
investigate them all. It is enough to have observed the following: That there is an equal and
identical dominion of Helios and Zeus over the separate creation which is prior to substances, in
the region, that is to say, of the absolute causes which, separated from visible creation, existed
prior to it; secondly we observed the singleness of his thoughts which is bound up with the
imperishableness and abiding sameness that he shares with Apollo; thirdly, the dividing part of
his creative function which he shares with Dionysus who controls divided substance; fourthly we
have observed the power of the leader of the Muses, revealed in fairest symmetry and blending of
the intellectual; finally we comprehended that Helios, with Asclepios, fulfils the fair order of the
whole of life.)
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(So much then in respect to those powers of his that existed before the beginning of the world;
and co-ordinate with these are his works over the whole visible world, in that he fills it with good
gifts. For since he is the genuine son of the Good and from it has received his blessed lot in
fulness of perfection, he himself distributes that blessedness to the intellectual gods, bestowing
on them a beneficent and perfect nature. This then is one of his works. And a second work of the
god is his most perfect distribution of intelligible beauty among the intellectual and immaterial
forms. For when the generative substanceZ?? which is visible in our world desires to beget in the
Beautiful’ and to bring forth offspring, it is further necessary that it should be guided by the
substance that, in the region of intelligible beauty, does this very thing eternally and always and
not intermittently, now fruitful now barren. For all that is beautiful in our world only at times, is
beautiful always in the intelligible world. We must therefore assert that the ungenerated
offspring in beauty intelligible and eternal guides the generative cause in the visible world; which
offspring”% this god?® called into existence and keeps at his side, and to it he assigns also perfect
reason. For just as through his light he gives sight to our eyes, so also among the intelligible gods
through his intellectual counterpart—which he causes to shine far more brightly than his rays in
our upper air—he bestows, as I believe, on all the intellectual gods the faculty of thought and of
being comprehended by thought. Besides these, another marvellous activity of Helios the King of
the All is that by which he endows with superior lot the nobler races—I mean angels, daemons,”%
heroes, and those divided souls’®® which remain in the category of model and archetype and
never give themselves over to bodies. I have now described the substance of our god that is prior
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to the world and his powers and activities, celebrating Helios the King of the All in so far as it
was possible for me to compass his praise. But since eyes, as the saying goes, are more
trustworthy than hearing—although they are of course less trustworthy and weaker than the
intelligence—come, let me endeavour to tell also of his visible creative function; but let first me
entreat him to grant that I speak with some measure of success.)
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(From eternity there subsisted, surrounding Helios, the visible world, and from eternity the light
that encompasses the world has its fixed station, not shining intermittently, nor in different ways
at different times, but always in the same manner. And if one desired to comprehend, as far as
the mind may, this eternal nature from the point of view of time, one would understand most
easily of how many blessings for the world throughout eternity he is the cause, even Helios the
King of the All who shines without cessation. Now I am aware that the great philosopher Plato,Z%8
and after him a man who, though he is later in time, is by no means inferior to him in genius—I
mean lamblichus?® of Chalcis, who through his writings initiated me not only into other
philosophic doctrines but these also—I am aware, I say, that they employed as a hypothesis the
conception of a generated world, and assumed for it, so to speak, a creation in time in order that
the magnitude of the works that arise from Helios might be recognised. But apart from the fact
that I fall short altogether of their ability, I must by no means be so rash; especially since the
glorious hero Iamblichus thought it was not without risk to assume, even as a bare hypothesis, a
temporal limit for the creation of the world. Nay rather, the god came forth from an eternal
cause, or rather brought forth all things from everlasting, engendering by his divine will and with
untold speed and unsurpassed power, from the invisible all things now visible in present time.
And then he assigned as his own station the mid-heavens, in order that from all sides he may
bestow equal blessings on the gods who came forth by his agency and in company with him; and
that he may guide the seven spheres’'? in the heavens and the eighth sphere’!! also, yes and as I
believe the ninth creation too, namely our world which revolves for ever in a continuous cycle of
birth and death. For it is evident that the planets, as they dance in a circle about him, preserve as
the measure of their motion a harmony between this god and their own movements such as I
shall now describe; and that the whole heaven also, which adapts itself to him in all its parts, is
full of gods who proceed from Helios. For this god is lord of five zones in the heavens; and when
he traverses three of these he begets in those three the three Graces.”22 And the remaining zones
are the scales of mighty Necessity.Z23 To the Greeks what I say is perhaps incomprehensible—as
though one were obliged to say to them only what is known and familiar. Yet not even is this
altogether strange to them as one might suppose. For who, then, in your opinion, are the
Dioscuri,”4 O ye most wise, ye who accept without question so many of your traditions? Do you
not call them “alternate of days,” because they may not both be seen on the same day? It is
obvious that by this you mean “yesterday” and “to-day.” But what does this mean, in the name of
those same Dioscuri? Let me apply it to some natural object, so that I may not say anything
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empty and senseless. But no such object could one find, however carefully one might search for
it. For the theory that some have supposed to be held by the theogonists, that the two
hemispheres of the universe are meant, has no meaning. For how one could call each one of the
hemispheres “alternate of days” is not easy to imagine, since the increase of their light in each
separate day is imperceptible. But now let us consider a question on which some may think that I
am innovating. We say correctly that those persons for whom the time of the sun's course above
the earth is the same in one and the same month share the same day. Consider therefore whether
the expression “alternate of days” cannot be applied both to the tropics and the other, the polar,
circles. But some one will object that it does not apply equally to both. For though the former are
always visible, and both of them are visible at once to those who inhabit that part of the earth
where shadows are cast in an opposite direction,”® yet in the case of the latter those who see the
one do not see the other.)
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However, not to dwell too long on the same subject; since he causes the winter and summer
solstice, Helios is, as we know, the father of the seasons; and since he never forsakes the poles,
he is Oceanus, the lord of two-fold substance. My meaning here is not obscure, is it, seeing that
before my time Homer said the same thing?
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(“Oceanus who is the father of all things”)
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(yes, for mortals and for the blessed gods too, as he himself would say; and what he says is true.
For there is no single thing in the whole of existence that is not the offspring of the substance of
Oceanus. But what has that to do with the poles? Shall I tell you? It were better indeed to keep
silence”Z; but for all that I will speak.)
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(Some say then, even though all men are not ready to believe it, that the sun travels in the
starless heavens far above the region of the fixed stars. And on this theory he will not be
stationed midmost among the planets but midway between the three worlds: that is, according to
the hypothesis of the mysteries, if indeed one ought to use the word “hypothesis” and not rather
say “established truths,” using the word “hypothesis” for the study of the heavenly bodies. For
the priests of the mysteries tell us what they have been taught by the gods or mighty daemons,
whereas the astronomers make plausible hypotheses from the harmony that they observe in the
visible spheres. It is proper, no doubt, to approve the astronomers as well, but where any man
thinks it better to believe the priests of the mysteries, him I admire and revere, both in jest and
earnest. And so much for that, as the saying is.”19)
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(Now besides those whom I have mentioned, there is in the heavens a great multitude of gods
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who have been recognised as such by those who survey the heavens, not casually, nor like cattle.
For as he divides the three spheres by four through the zodiac,”2* which is associated with every
one of the three, so he divides the zodiac also into twelve divine powers; and again he divides
every one of these twelve by three, so as to make thirty-six gods inZ2% all. Hence, as I believe,
there descends from above, from the heavens to us, a three-fold gift of the Graces: I mean from
the spheres, for this god, by thus dividing them by four, sends to us the fourfold glory of the
seasons, which express the changes of time. And indeed on our earth the Graces imitate a
circle’ in their statues. And it is Dionysus who is the giver of the Graces, and in this very
connection he is said to reign with Helios. Why should I go on to speak to you of Horus??? and of
the other names of gods, which all belong to Helios? For from his works men have learned to
know this god, who makes the whole heavens perfect through the gift of intellectual blessings,
and gives it a share of intelligible beauty; and taking the heavens as their starting-point, they
have learned to know him both as a whole and his parts also, from his abundant bestowal of good
gifts. For he exercises control over all movement, even to the lowest plane of the universe. And
everywhere he makes all things perfect, nature and soul and everything that exists. And
marshalling together this great army of the gods into a single commanding unity, he handed it
over to Athene Pronoia’?® who, as the legend says, sprang from the head of Zeus, but I say that
she was sent forth from Helios whole from the whole of him, being contained within him; though I
disagree with the legend only so far as I assert that she came forth not from his highest part, but
whole from the whole of him. For in other respects, since I believe that Zeus is in no wise
different from Helios, I agree with that ancient tradition. And in using this very phrase Athene
Pronoia, I am not innovating, if I rightly understand the words:)

“Iketo 6’ &g IMuBOVa kai £¢ TAavk®@na ITpovoinw.

(“He came to Pytho and to grey-eyed Pronoia.””22)

[C] obtwg &pa kai Toig maAaioig £gaiveto ABna Ipdvola oHrOpovog ATGAAWVL TG POICOREVW
uné&v ‘HAlov Sragépew. pi mote ovw Kol Osiq poipa todto Ounpog: N yap, wg €ikog, HedAnmtog:
AmepaVTELOATO TOAAAYOD THC MO OEWG:

(This proves that the ancients also thought that Athene Pronoia shared the throne of Apollo, who,
as we believe, differs in no way from Helios. Indeed, did not Homer by divine inspiration—for he
was, we may suppose, possessed by a god—reveal this truth, when he says often in his poems:)

Toipnw 6" w¢ tiet’ ABnvain xod AnméAdwv, 230

(“May I be honoured even as Athene and Apollo were honoured”)
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™ VAnv Ttoig €ibeow dvapel 1O ONEdbeg adTHg Kol Tapay®deg Kol GTaktov. GvOpwmolg 6&
ayaba 6i6wow AONd cogiav T2 Te voelv Kal TAG ONUIOLPYIKAC TEYVAC. KaTOolkel 68 TAQ
akpomdAelg abtn 6Rmovber Kataotnoapévn Y MOALTIKNY 61d cogiag Kowwviav. [B] dAiya £11
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(—by Zeus, that is to say, who is identical with Helios? And just as King Apollo, through the
singleness of his thoughts, is associated with Helios, so also we must believe that Athene”3 has
received her nature from Helios, and that she is his intelligence in perfect form: and so she binds
together the gods who are assembled about Helios and brings them without confusion into unity
with Helios, the King of the All: and she distributes and is the channel for stainless and pure life
throughout the seven spheres, from the highest vault of the heavens as far as Selene the Moon:3¢
for Selene is the last of the heavenly spheres which Athene fills with wisdom: and by her aid
Selene beholds the intelligible which is higher than the heavens, and adorns with its forms the
realm of matter that lies below her, and thus she does away with its savagery and confusion and
disorder. Moreover to mankind Athene gives the blessings of wisdom and intelligence and the
creative arts. And surely she dwells in the capitols of cities because, through her wisdom, she has
established the community of the state. I have still to say a few words about Aphrodite, who, as
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the wise men among the Phoenicians affirm, and as I believe, assists Helios in his creative
function. She is, in very truth, a synthesis of the heavenly gods, and in their harmony she is the
spirit of love and unity.”?? For she’® is very near to Helios, and when she pursues the same
course as he and approaches him, she fills the skies with fair weather and gives generative power
to the earth: for she herself takes thought for the continuous birth of living things. And though of
that continuous birth King Helios is the primary creative cause, yet Aphrodite is the joint cause
with him, she who enchants our souls with her charm and sends down to earth from the upper air
rays of light most sweet and stainless, aye, more lustrous than gold itself. I desire to mete out to
you still more of the theology of the Phoenicians, and whether it be to some purpose my
argument as it proceeds will show. The inhabitants of Emesa,”®? a place from time immemorial
sacred to Helios, associate with Helios in their temples Monimos and Azizos.” Iamblichus, from
whom I have taken this and all besides, a little from a great store, says that the secret meaning to
be interpreted is that Monimos is Hermes and Azizos Ares, the assessors of Helios, who are the
channel for many blessings to the region of our earth.)

T& p&v obv mepl TOV oLPAVOV Epya ToD Oeod ToladTd £0Tl, Kal S TodTwY EmTelodueva PEXPL
T THig yfi¢ mponkel tedevtaiwy Spwv: 6o &€ BIIO THY ZeAfvny €pydletal, PaKPOY &v ein T&
ndvta amopOpsiocfot. mANY wg £v Kepadaiw Kol tadta pntéov. [151] otda peév ovv £ywye Kol
mPOTEPODY PVTHOVEDOAG, OINPIKA NEIOLY €K TOV PAIVOPEVWD TA AoV meEPL THG Tob Og0d oKOmEIY
ovoiag, 6 Adyog 6 amattel pe Kol vdv £v Ta€el mepl adTOY dnAdoat.

(Such then are the works of Helios in the heavens, and, when completed by means of the gods
whom I have named, they reach even unto the furthest bounds of the earth. But to tell the
number of all his works in the region below the moon would take too long. Nevertheless I must
describe them also in a brief summary. Now I am aware that I mentioned them earlier when I
claimed?! that from things visible we could observe the invisible properties of the god's
substance, but the argument demands that I should expound them now also, in their proper
order.)
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(I said then that Helios holds sway among the intellectual gods in that he unites into one, about
his own undivided substance, a great multitude of the gods: and further, I demonstrated that
among the gods whom we can perceive, who revolve eternally in their most blessed path, he is
leader and lord; since he bestows on their nature its generative power, and fills the whole
heavens not only with visible rays of light but with countless other blessings that are invisible;
and, further, that the blessings which are abundantly supplied by the other visible gods are made
perfect by him, and that even prior to this the visible gods themselves are made perfect by his
unspeakable and divine activity. In the same manner we must believe that on this our world of
generation certain gods have alighted who are linked together with Helios: and these gods guide
the four-fold nature of the elements, and inhabit, together with the three higher races,”* those
souls which are upborne by the elements. But for the divided souls?® also, of how many blessings
is he the cause! For he extends to them the faculty of judging, and guides them with justice, and
purifies them by his brilliant light. Again, does he not set in motion the whole of nature and
kindle life therein, by bestowing on it generative power from on high? But for the divided natures
also, is not he the cause that they journey to their appointed end??#® For Aristotle says that man
is begotten by man and the sun together. Accordingly the same theory about King Helios must
surely apply to all the other activities of the divided souls. Again, does he not produce for us rain
and wind and the clouds in the skies, by employing, as though it were matter, the two kinds of
vapour? For when he heats the earth he draws up steam and smoke, and from these there arise
not only the clouds but also all the physical changes on our earth, both great and small.)
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oxvntéov EnefelBeiv. obpavdév @not ITA&Twv™E fpiv yevéobar coplag i6doradov. EVOEVEe Yap
[C] &pBpod katevonooapev @Oow, NG TO Sla@épov ovK GAAwG f 6w Thg mMAiov mepiédov
Katevofjoapep. enoi tol kai avtog ITAGTwy Nuépav Kol vOKTH IPOTEPOD. £1TA £K TOD QWTOC THC
oeAnvng, 6 6n 6ibotat Tf} Oe® TadTn map’ MHAlov, petd TodTo mPonABoucy Emi mAéov TG TOlAdTNG
oLvéoewg, amavtayold Tig mPOg TOv Beov TobTOV oToyaldpevol ovpewviag. Omep aLTOG 1mOD
onow, ™ (¢ Gpa TO yévog MUV emimovov 6v @Oosl Oeol £Asfooavteg [D] EBwkav Mpiv ToOV
Atévvoov Kal Ta¢ Modoog oLYYoPELTAC. £@dvr 68 Nuiv "HAlog TodTwy Kowog Nyeuwr, Atovbhoov
HED maTtnp LEUPOOUEVOC, Nyeu®Y 6& Movo®v. 6 6& adT® ovpPaciAedwY ATOAAWY 00 MAVTAYOD HED
avfike Thg yfic ypnotipla, cogiov 6& E6wkev &vBpwmolg &vBeov, £kéounoe 6e iegpoic Kol
MOATIKOIC TAG MOAELG Oe0101G; 0VTOG MEEPpwaEe PeED Hid TOV EAANVIKGOD AmoKIOY T& mAeloTa Tiig
olkovpévng, napeokevaoce 6 pdov vomakodoal Pwpaiolg £yovot kai avtoic ob [153] yévog pévov
EAANVIKOD, GAAX Kai Osopobg igpobLg Kal tny mepl Tovg Osobg svmoTiav £€ dpyfic el Téhog
EAANVIKNY KATOKOTNOXPEPOLG TE Kol @LAGEaat, mpog 6& todtolg Kal Tov mepl TN mdéAw KOOPOov
o0BEPLAG TV APLOTA HMOALTELOAPEVWD MOAEWD KATAOTNOAPREVOLG QAVLAGTEQOD, €l un Kol TGOV
GAAwv anaoc®v, ool ye €v ypnoel yeydvaot mohtteion, Kpeiooova: Gvd’ wv olpot Kol adTOC
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(But why do I deal with the same questions at such length, when I am free at last to come to my
goal, though not till I have first celebrated all the blessings that Helios has given to mankind? For
from him are we born, and by him are we nourished. But his more divine gifts, and all that he
bestows on our souls when he frees them from the body and then lifts them up on high to the
region of those substances that are akin to the god; and the fineness and vigour of his divine
rays, which are assigned as a sort of vehicle for the safe descent of our souls into this world of
generation; all this, I say, let others celebrate in fitting strains, but let me believe it rather than
demonstrate its truth. However, I need not hesitate to discuss so much as is known to all. Plato
says that the sky is our instructor in wisdom. For from its contemplation we have learned to know
the nature of number, whose distinguishing characteristics we know only from the course of the
sun. Plato himself says that day and night were created first.”®® And next, from observing the
moon's light, which was bestowed on the goddess by Helios, we later progressed still further in
the understanding of these matters: in every case conjecturing the harmony of all things with this
god. For Plato himself says somewhere that our race was by nature doomed to toil, and so the
gods pitied us and gave us Dionysus and the Muses as playfellows. And we recognised that Helios
is their common lord, since he is celebrated as the father of Dionysus and the leader of the
Muses. And has not Apollo, who is his colleague in empire, set up oracles in every part of the
earth, and given to men inspired wisdom, and regulated their cities by means of religious and
political ordinances? And he has civilised the greater part of the world by means of Greek
colonies, and so made it easier for the world to be governed by the Romans. For the Romans
themselves not only belong to the Greek race, but also the sacred ordinances and the pious belief
in the gods which they have established and maintain are, from beginning to end, Greek. And
beside this they have established a constitution not inferior to that of any one of the best
governed states, if indeed it be not superior to all others that have ever been put into practice.
For which reason I myself recognise that our city is Greek, both in descent and as to its
constitution.)
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(Shall I now go on to tell you how Helios took thought for the health and safety of all men by
begetting Asclepios’? to be the saviour of the whole world? and how he bestowed on us every
kind of excellence by sending down to us Aphrodite together with Athene, and thus laid down for
our protection what is almost a law, that we should only unite to beget our kind? Surely it is for
this reason that, in agreement with the course of the sun, all plants and all the tribes of living
things are aroused to bring forth their kind. What need is there for me to glorify his beams and
his light? For surely everyone knows how terrible is night without a moon or stars, so that from
this he can calculate how great a boon for us is the light of the sun? And this very light he
supplies at night, without ceasing, and directly, from the moon in those upper spaces where it is
needed, while he grants us through the night a truce from toil. But there would be no limit to the
account if one should endeavour to describe all his gifts of this sort. For there is no single
blessing in our lives which we do not receive as a gift from this god, either perfect from him
alone, or, through the other gods, perfected by him.)
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(Moreover he is the founder of our city.Z> For not only does Zeus, who is glorified as the father of
all things, inhabit its citadel”®® together with Athene and Aphrodite, but Apollo also dwells on the
Palatine Hill, and Helios himself under this name of his which is commonly known to all and
familiar to all. And I could say much to prove that we, the sons of Romulus and Aeneas, are in
every way and in all respects connected with him, but I will mention briefly only what is most
familiar. According to the legend, Aeneas is the son of Aphrodite, who is subordinate to Helios
and is his kinswoman. And the tradition has been handed down that the founder of our city was
the son of Ares, and the paradoxical element in the tale has been believed because of the
portents which later appeared to support it. For a she-wolf, they say, gave him suck. Now I am
aware that Ares, who is called Azizos by the Syrians who inhabit Emesa, precedes Helios in the
sacred procession, but I mentioned it before, so I think I may let that pass. But why is the wolf
sacred only to Ares and not to Helios? Yet men call the period of a year “lycabas,””5Z which is
derived from “wolf.” And not only HomerZ®® and the famous men of Greece call it by this name,
but also the god himself, when he says:)

Opyndud AvkdBavta dvwderdunva kEAcLO.

(“With dancing does he bring to a close his journey of twelve months, even the lycabas.”)
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(Now do you wish me to bring forward a still greater proof that the founder of our city was sent
down to earth, not by Ares alone, though perhaps some noble daemon with the character of Ares
did take part in the fashioning of his mortal body, even he who is said to have visited SilviaZ6?
when she was carrying water for the bath of the goddess,’5! but the whole truth is that the soul of
the god Quirinus’2 came down to earth from Helios; for we must, I think, believe the sacred
tradition. And the close conjunction of Helios and Selene, who share the empire over the visible
world, even as it had caused his soul to descend to earth, in like manner caused to mount
upwards him whom it received back from the earth, after blotting out with fire from a
thunderbolt?®® the mortal part of his body. So clearly did she who creates earthly matter, she
whose place is at the furthest point below the sun, receive Quirinus when he was sent down to
earth by Athene, goddess of Forethought; and when he took flight again from earth she led him
back straightway to Helios, the King of the All.)
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(Do you wish me to mention yet another proof of this, I mean the work of King Numa?Z¢¢ In Rome
maiden priestesses?®Z guard the undying flame of the sun at different hours in turn; they guard
the fire that is produced on earth by the agency of the god. And I can tell you a still greater proof
of the power of this god, which is the work of that most divine king himself. The months are
reckoned from the moon by, one may say, all other peoples; but we and the Egyptians alone
reckon the days of every year according to the movements of the sun. If after this I should say
that we also worship Mithras, and celebrate games in honour of Helios every four years, I shall
be speaking of customs that are somewhat recent.”®® But perhaps it is better to cite a proof from
the remote past. The beginning of the cycle of the year is placed at different times by different
peoples. Some place it at the spring equinox, others at the height of summer, and many in the
late autumn; but they each and all sing the praises of the most visible gifts of Helios. One nation
celebrates the season best adapted for work in the fields, when the earth bursts into bloom and
exults, when all the crops are just beginning to sprout, and the sea begins to be safe for sailing;
and the disagreeable, gloomy winter puts on a more cheerful aspect, others again award the
crown to the summer season,’®? since at that time they can safely feel confidence about the yield
of the fruits, when the grains have already been harvested and midsummer is now at its height,
and the fruits on the trees are ripening. Others again, with still more subtlety, regard as the close
of the year the time when all the fruits are in their perfect prime and decay has already set in.
For this reason they celebrate the annual festival of the New Year in late autumn. But our
forefathers, from the time of the most divine king Numa, paid still greater reverence to the god
Helios. They ignored the question of mere utility, I think, because they were naturally religious
and endowed with unusual intelligence; but they saw that he is the cause of all that is useful, and
so they ordered the observance of the New Year to correspond with the present season; that is to
say when King Helios returns to us again, and leaving the region furthest south and, rounding
Capricorn as though it were a goal-post, advances from the south to the north to give us our
share of the blessings of the year. And that our forefathers, because they comprehended this
correctly, thus established the beginning of the year, one may perceive from the following. For it
was not, I think, the time when the god turns, but the time when he becomes visible to all men,
as he travels from south to north, that they appointed for the festival. For still unknown to them
was the nicety of those laws which the Chaldaans and Egyptians discovered, and which
Hipparchus??? and Ptolemy’Z perfected: but they judged simply by sense-perception, and were
limited to what they could actually see.)
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(But the truth of these facts was recognised, as I said, by a later generation. Before the beginning
of the year, at the end of the month which is called after Kronos,””2 we celebrate in honour of
Helios the most splendid games, and we dedicate the festival to the Invincible Sun. And after this
it is not lawful to perform any of the shows that belong to the last month, gloomy as they are,
though necessary. But, in the cycle, immediately after the end of the KroniaZ? follow the Heliaia.
That festival may the ruling gods grant me to praise and to celebrate with sacrifice! And above all
the others may Helios himself, the King of the All, grant me this, even he who from eternity has
proceeded from the generative substance of the Good: even he who is midmost of the midmost
intellectual gods; who fills them with continuity and endless beauty and superabundance of
generative power and perfect reason, yea with all blessings at once, and independently of time!
And now he illumines his own visible abode, which from eternity moves as the centre of the whole
heavens, and bestows a share of intelligible beauty on the whole visible world, and fills the whole
heavens with the same number of gods as he contains in himself in intellectual form. And without
division they reveal themselves in manifold form surrounding him, but they are attached to him
to form a unity. Aye, but also, through his perpetual generation and the blessings that he bestows
from the heavenly bodies, he holds together the region beneath the moon. For he cares for the
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whole human race in common, but especially for my own city,”Z> even as also he brought into
being my soul from eternity, and made it his follower. All this, therefore, that I prayed for a
moment ago, may he grant, and further may he, of his grace, endow my city as a whole with
eternal existence, so far as is possible, and protect her; and for myself personally, may he grant
that, so long as I am permitted to live, I may prosper in my affairs both human and divine; finally
may he grant me to live and serve the state with my life, so long as is pleasing to himself and well
for me and expedient for the Roman Empire!)

TadTd oot, (g) @ide ZadodoTig, KAt TN TPUIARY 100 Oe0D dnuiovpyiav [C] £v tprol pdAlota vviv
w¢ oldv Te N £meAbévTA pot TH PrHun Kail ypdyatl Ipog o& £€ToAunoa, £mel oot Kol 10 mpdTtepov
ei¢ Ta Kpdvia yeypappévov nuiv od movTdnaoty GmépAntov épdon. tedslotépolg 6’ i PodAsl mepl
TGOV aOTOV KOl PUOTIKWTEPOLC Adyolg €moTtioal, £vTuywr Toig mapd Tod Oeiov yevopévolg
TappAiyov mept OV adTOY TOOTWY cLYYPGuPAot TO Téhog éKeloe TG GvBpwmivng [D] edprioeig
goplag. 60in 6' 0 péyag "HAtog unbev EAattov pe T mepl avtod yvdval, kai 65164€al Kowi) te
dmavtag, 16ig 6 Tobg pavbdvew &&€lovg. E€wg € pot todto 6ibwoty 6 Bedg, KowT BepamedWNED
OV T® Be® @idov TapPAiyov, 60ev kol VOV OAlya €k MOAAGY €ml vody €AB6VTA HleEANADOApED.
éxelvov 6¢ ev oiba wg ovdeig £pel TL TeAeldtepov, 0oLOE el MOAAX MEVL HPOCTAANIWPNOTAG
KODOTOPNOELED: EKPNOETAL YEP, WC £1KOG, [158] THg dAnBeotdtng Tod Oc0d PONTEWG. NV PEV OLD
{owg pdatoov, i 6ibaokaAiag yapw Emowobuny Tovg Adyovg, adTOLE pet’ éreivdv T
ovyypdeew, énel 6 Huvov £0£Awv 61eABelv Tod Beod yaplotiplov £V TobTW TémOV LIEAdpPavOD
To0ZZL mepl ThG ovoiag avtod @pdoal Katd SOvapy TNY £ufp, oL P&TnY olpot memolfjodal Tovg
Ad6youg tobobe, TO

(This discourse, friend Sallust,””2 I composed in three nights at most, in harmony with the three-
fold creative power of the god,”? as far as possible just as it occurred to my memory: and I have
ventured to write it down and to dedicate it to you because you thought my earlier work on the
KroniaZ®® was not wholly worthless. But if you wish to meet with a more complete and more
mystical treatment of the same theme, then read the writings of the inspired Iamblichus on this
subject,”! and you will find there the most consummate wisdom which man can achieve. And may
mighty Helios grant that I too may attain to no less perfect knowledge of himself, and that I may
instruct all men, speaking generally, but especially those who are worthy to learn. And so long as
Helios grants let us all in common revere Iamblichus, the beloved of the gods. For he is the
source for what I have here set down, a few thoughts from many, as they occurred to my mind.
However I know well that no one can utter anything more perfect than he, nay not though he
should labour long at the task and say very much that is new. For he will naturally diverge
thereby from the truest knowledge of the god. Therefore it would probably have been a vain
undertaking to compose anything after Iamblichus on the same subject if I had written this
discourse for the sake of giving instruction. But since I wished to compose a hymn to express my
gratitude to the god, I thought that this was the best place in which to tell, to the best of my
power, of his essential nature. And so I think that not in vain has this discourse been composed.
For the saying)

Kab 60vap & Epbew iép’ abavdatoror Oeoion’E2

(“To the extent of your powers offer sacrifice to the immortal gods,”)
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(I apply not to sacrifice only, but also to the praises that we offer to the gods. For the third time,
therefore, I pray that Helios, the King of the All, may be gracious to me in recompense for this my
zeal; and may he grant me a virtuous life and more perfect wisdom and inspired intelligence, and,
when fate wills, the gentlest exit that may be from life, at a fitting hour; and that I may ascend to
him thereafter and abide with him, for ever if possible, but if that be more than the actions of my
life deserve, for many periods of many years!)

Oration V

Introduction To Oration V
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The cult of Phrygian Cybele the Mother of the Gods, known to the Latin world as the Great
Mother, Magna Mater, was the first Oriental religion adopted by the Romans. In the Fifth
Oration, which is, like the Fourth, a hymn, Julian describes the entrance of the Goddess into Italy
in the third century B.c. In Greece she had been received long before, but the more civilised
Hellenes had not welcomed, as did the Romans, the more barbarous features of the cult, the
mutilated priests, the Galli, and the worship of Attis.”8 They preferred the less emotional cult of
the Syrian Adonis. In Athens the Mother of the Gods was early identified with Gaia the Earth
Mother, and the two became inextricably confused.’® But Julian, in this more Roman than Greek,
does not shrink from the Oriental conception of Cybele as the lover of Attis, attended by eunuch
priests, or the frenzy of renunciation described by Catullus.”> But he was first of all a Neo-
Platonist, and the aim of this hymn as of the Fourth Oration is to adapt to his philosophy a
popular cult and to give its Mysteries a philosophic interpretation.

The Mithraic religion, seeking to conciliate the other cults of the empire, had from the first
associated with the sun-god the worship of the Magna Mater, and Attis had been endowed with
the attributes of Mithras. Though Julian's hymn is in honour of Cybele he devotes more attention
to Attis. Originally the myth of Cybele symbolises the succession of the seasons; the
disappearance of Attis the sun-god is the coming of winter; his mutilation is the barrenness of
nature when the sun has departed; his restoration to Cybele is the renewal of spring. In all this
he is the counterpart of Persephone among the Greeks and of Adonis in Syria. Julian interprets
the myth in connection with the three worlds described in the Fourth Oration. Cybele is a
principle of the highest, the intelligible world, the source of the intellectual gods. Attis is not
merely a sun-god: he is a principle of the second, the intellectual world, who descends to the
visible world in order to give it order and fruitfulness. Julian expresses the Neo-Platonic dread
and dislike of matter, of the variable, the plural and unlimited. Cybele the intelligible principle
would fain have restrained Attis the embodiment of intelligence from association with matter. His
recall and mutilation symbolise the triumph of unity over multiformity, of mind over matter. His
restoration to Cybele symbolises the escape of our souls from the world of generation.

Julian follows Plotinus?® in regarding the myths as allegories to be interpreted by the
philosopher and the theosophist. They are riddles to be solved, and the paradoxical element in
them is designed to turn our minds to the hidden truth. For laymen the myth is enough. Like all
the Neo-Platonists he sometimes uses phrases which imply human weakness or chronological
development for his divinities and then withdraws those phrases, explaining that they must be
taken in another sense. His attitude to myths is further defined in the Sixth?®’? and Seventh
Orations. The Fifth Oration can hardly be understood apart from the Fourth, and both must
present many difficulties to a reader who is unfamiliar with Plotinus, Porphyry, the treatise On
the Mysteries, formerly attributed to Iamblichus, Sallust, On the Gods and the World, and the
extant treatises and fragments of Iamblichus. Julian composed this treatise at Pessinus in
Phrygia, when he was on his way to Persia, in 362 A.p.
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(Ought I to say something on this subject also? And shall I write about things not to be spoken of
and divulge what ought not to be divulged? Shall I utter the unutterable? Who is Attis’”® or
Gallus,” who is the Mother of the Gods,”2% and what is the manner of their ritual of purification?
And further why was it introduced in the beginning among us Romans? It was handed down by
the Phrygians in very ancient times, and was first taken over by the Greeks, and not by any
ordinary Greeks but by Athenians who had learned by experience that they did wrong to jeer at
one who was celebrating the Mysteries of the Mother. For it is said that they wantonly insulted
and drove out Gallus, on the ground that he was introducing a new cult, because they did not
understand what sort of goddess they had to do with, and that she was that very Deo whom they
worship, and Rhea and Demeter too. Then followed the wrath of the goddess and the propitiation
of her wrath. For the priestess of the Pythian god who guided the Greeks in all noble conduct,
bade them propitiate the wrath of the Mother of the Gods. And so, we are told, the Metroum was
built, where the Athenians used to keep all their state records.”?? After the Greeks the Romans
took over the cult, when the Pythian god had advised them in their turn to bring the goddess
from Phrygia as an ally for their war against the Carthaginians.”®® And perhaps there is no reason
why I should not insert here a brief account of what happened. When they learned the response
of the oracle, the inhabitants of Rome, that city beloved of the gods, sent an embassy to ask from
the kings of Pergamon’®? who then ruled over Phrygia and from the Phrygians themselves the
most holy statue®®? of the goddess. And when they had received it they brought back their most
sacred freight, putting it on a broad cargo-boat which could sail smoothly over those wide seas.
Thus she crossed the Aegean and Ionian Seas, and sailed round Sicily and over the Etruscan Sea,
and so entered the mouth of the Tiber. And the people and the Senate with them poured out of
the city, and in front of all the others there came to meet her all the priests and priestesses in
suitable attire according to their ancestral custom. And in excited suspense they gazed at the
ship as she ran before a fair wind, and about her keel they could discern the foaming wake as she
cleft the waves. And they greeted the ship as she sailed in and adored her from afar, everyone
where he happened to be standing. But the goddess, as though she desired to show the Roman
people that they were not bringing a lifeless image from Phrygia, but that what they had received
from the Phrygians and were now bringing home possessed greater and more divine powers than
an image, stayed the ship directly she touched the Tiber, and she was suddenly as though rooted
in mid-stream. So they tried to tow her against the current, but she did not follow. Then they
tried to push her off, thinking they had grounded on a shoal, but for all their efforts she did not
move. Next every possible device was brought to bear, but in spite of all she remained
immovable. Thereupon a terrible and unjust suspicion fell on the maiden who had been
consecrated to the most sacred office of priestess, and they began to accuse Claudia®—for that
was the name of that noble maiden®®2—of not having kept herself stainless and pure for the
goddess; wherefore they said that the goddess was angry and was plainly declaring her wrath.
For by this time the thing seemed to all to be supernatural. Now at first she was filled with shame
at the mere name of the thing and the suspicion; so very far was she from such shameless and
lawless behaviour. But when she saw that the charge against her was gaining strength, she took
off her girdle and fastened it about the prow of the ship, and, like one divinely inspired, bade all
stand aside: and then she besought the goddess not to suffer her to be thus implicated in unjust
slanders. Next, as the story goes, she cried aloud as though it were some nautical word of
command, “O Goddess Mother, if I am pure follow me!” And lo, she not only made the ship move,
but even towed her for some distance up stream. Two things, I think, the goddess showed the
Romans on that day: first that the freight they were bringing from Phrygia had no small value,
but was priceless, and that this was no work of men's hands but truly divine, not lifeless clay but
a thing possessed of life and divine powers. This, I say, was one thing that the goddess showed
them. And the other was that no one of the citizens could be good or bad and she not know
thereof. Moreover the war of the Romans against the Carthaginians forthwith took a favourable
turn, so that the third war was waged only for the walls of Carthage itself.2%%)
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(As for this narrative, though some will think it incredible and wholly unworthy of a philosopher
or a theologian, nevertheless let it here be related. For besides the fact that it is commonly
recorded by most historians, it has been preserved too on bronze statues in mighty Rome,
beloved of the gods.8%® And yet I am well aware that some over-wise persons will call it an old
wives' tale, not to be credited. But for my part I would rather trust the traditions of cities than
those too clever people, whose puny souls are keen-sighted enough, but never do they see aught
that is sound.)
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(I am told that on this same subject of which I am impelled to speak at the very season of these
sacred rites, Porphyry too has written a philosophic treatise. But since I have never met with it I
do not know whether at any point it may chance to agree with my discourse. But him whom I call
Gallus or Attis I discern of my own knowledge to be the substance of generative and creative
Mind which engenders all things down to the lowest plane of matter,2% and comprehends in itself
all the concepts and causes of the forms that are embodied in matter. For truly the forms of all
things are not in all things, and in the highest and first causes we do not find the forms of the
lowest and last, after which there is nothing save privation®” coupled with a dim idea. Now there
are many substances and very many creative gods, but the nature of the third creator,2® who
contains in himself the separate concepts of the forms that are embodied in matter and also the
connected chain of causes, I mean that nature which is last in order, and through its
superabundance of generative power descends even unto our earth through the upper region
from the stars,—this is he whom we seek, even Attis. But perhaps I ought to distinguish more
clearly what I mean. We assert that matter exists and also form embodied in matter. But if no
cause be assigned prior to these two, we should be introducing, unconsciously, the Epicurean
doctrine. For if there be nothing of higher order than these two principles, then a spontaneous
motion and chance brought them together. “But,” says some acute Peripatetic like Xenarchus,
“we see that the cause of these is the fifth or cyclic substance. Aristotle is absurd when he
investigates and discusses these matters, and Theophrastus likewise. At any rate he overlooked
the implications of a well-known utterance of his. For just as when he came to incorporeal and
intelligible substance he stopped short and did not inquire into its cause, and merely asserted
that this is what it is by nature; surely in the case of the fifth substance also he ought to have
assumed that its nature is to be thus; and he ought not to have gone on to search for causes, but
should have stopped at these, and not fallen back on the intelligible, which has no independent
existence by itself, and in any case represents a bare supposition.” This is the sort of thing that
Xenarchus says, as [ remember to have heard. Now whether what he says is correct or not, let us
leave to the extreme Peripatetics to refine upon. But that his view is not agreeable to me is, I
think, clear to everyone. For I hold that the theories of Aristotle himself are incomplete unless
they are brought into harmony with those of Plato®%?; or rather we must make these also agree
with the oracles that have been vouchsafed to us by the gods.)
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(But this it is perhaps worth while to inquire, how the cyclic substance®“ can contain the
incorporeal causes of the forms that are embodied in matter. For that, apart from these causes, it
is not possible for generation to take place is, I think, clear and manifest. For why are there so
many kinds of generated things? Whence arise masculine and feminine? Whence the
distinguishing characteristics of things according to their species in well-defined types, if there
are not pre-existing and pre-established concepts, and causes which existed beforehand to serve
as a pattern?8® And if we discern these causes but dimly, let us still further purify the eyes of the
soul. And the right kind of purification is to turn our gaze inwards and to observe how the soul
and embodied Mind are a sort of mould®'® and likeness of the forms that are embodied in matter.
For in the case of the corporeal, or of things that though incorporeal come into being and are to
be studied in connection with the corporeal, there is no single thing whose mental image the
mind cannot grasp independently of the corporeal. But this it could not have done if it did not
possess something naturally akin to the incorporeal forms. Indeed it is for this reason that
Aristotle himself called the soul the “place of the forms,”8Z only he said that the forms are there
not actually but potentially. Now a soul of this sort, that is allied with matter, must needs possess
these forms potentially only, but a soul that should be independent and unmixed in this way we
must believe would contain all the concepts, not potentially but actually. Let us make this clearer
by means of the example which Plato himself employed in the Sophist, with reference certainly to
another theory, but still he did employ it. And I bring forward the illustration, not to prove my
argument; for one must not try to grasp it by demonstration, but only by apprehension. For it
deals with the first causes, or at least those that rank with the first, if indeed, as it is right to
believe, we must regard Attis also as a god. What then, and of what sort is this illustration? Plato
says that, if any man whose profession is imitation desire to imitate in such a way that the
original is exactly reproduced, this method of imitation is troublesome and difficult, and, by Zeus,
borders on the impossible; but pleasant and easy and quite possible is the method which only
seems to imitate real things. For instance, when we take up a mirror and turn it round we easily
get an impression of all objects, and show the general outline of every single thing. From this
example let us go back to the analogy I spoke of, and let the mirror stand for what Aristotle calls
the “place of the forms” potentially.)
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(Now the forms themselves must certainly subsist actually before they subsist potentially. If,
therefore, the soul in us, as Aristotle himself believed, contains potentially the forms of existing
things, where shall we place the forms in that previous state of actuality? Shall it be in material
things? No, for the forms that are in them are evidently the last and lowest. Therefore it only
remains to search for immaterial causes which exist in actuality prior to and of a higher order
than the causes that are embodied in matter. And our souls must subsist in dependence on these
and come forth together with them, and so receive from them the concepts of the forms, as
mirrors show the reflections of things; and then with the aid of nature it bestows them on matter
and on these material bodies of our world. For we know that nature is the creator of bodies,
universal nature in some sort of the All; while that the individual nature of each is the creator of
particulars is plainly evident. But nature exists in us in actuality without a mental image, whereas
the soul, which is superior to nature, possesses a mental image besides. If therefore we admit
that nature contains in herself the cause of things of which she has however no mental image,
why, in heaven's name, are we not to assign to the soul these same forms, only in a still higher
degree, and with priority over nature, seeing that it is in the soul that we recognise the forms by
means of mental images, and comprehend them by means of the concept? Who then is so
contentious as to admit on the one hand that the concepts embodied in matter exist in nature—
even though not all and equally in actuality, yet all potentially—while on the other hand he
refuses to recognise that the same is true of the soul? If therefore the forms exist in nature
potentially, but not actually, and if also they exist potentially in the soul,®23 only in a still purer
sense and more completely separated, so that they can be comprehended and recognised; but yet
exist in actuality nowhere at all; to what, I ask, shall we hang the chain of perpetual generation,
and on what shall we base our theories of the imperishability of the universe? For the cyclic
substance®? itself is composed of matter and form. It must therefore follow that, even though in
actuality these two, matter and form, are never separate from one another, yet for our
intelligence the forms must have prior existence and be regarded as of a higher order.
Accordingly, since for the forms embodied in matter a wholly immaterial cause has been
assigned, which leads these forms under the hand of the third creator82®>—who for us is the lord
and father not only of these forms but also of the visible fifth substance—from that creator we
distinguish Attis, the cause which descends even unto matter, and we believe that Attis or Gallus
is a god of generative powers. Of him the myth relates that, after being exposed at birth near the
eddying stream of the river Gallus, he grew up like a flower, and when he had grown to be fair
and tall, he was beloved by the Mother of the Gods. And she entrusted all things to him, and
moreover set on his head the starry cap.828 But if our visible sky covers the crown of Attis, must
one not interpret the river Gallus as the Milky Way?82Z For it is there, they say, that the substance
which is subject to change mingles with the passionless revolving sphere of the fifth substance.
Only as far as this did the Mother of the Gods permit this fair intellectual god Attis, who
resembles the sun's rays, to leap and dance. But when he passed beyond this limit and came even
to the lowest region, the myth said that he had descended into the cave, and had wedded the
nymph. And the nymph is to be interpreted as the dampness of matter; though the myth does not
here mean matter itself, but the lowest immaterial cause which subsists prior to matter. Indeed
Heracleitus also says:)

yuyhow Bdvatog vypfiot yevéobat-

(“It is death to souls to become wet.”)
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(We mean therefore that this Gallus, the intellectual god, the connecting link between forms
embodied in matter beneath the region of the moon, is united with the cause that is set over
matter, but not in the sense that one sex is united with another, but like an element that is
gathered to itself.)
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(Who then is the Mother of the Gods? She is the source of the intellectual®¥ and creative gods,
who in their turn guide the visible gods: she is both the mother and the spouse of mighty Zeus;
she came into being next to and together with the great creator; she is in control of every form of
life, and the cause of all generation; she easily brings to perfection all things that are made;
without pain she brings to birth, and with the father's®! aid creates all things that are; she is the
motherless maiden,2 enthroned at the side of Zeus, and in very truth is the Mother of all the
Gods. For having received into herself the causes of all the gods, both intelligible and supra-
mundane, she became the source of the intellectual gods. Now this goddess, who is also
Forethought, was inspired with a passionless love for Attis. For not only the forms embodied in
matter, but to a still greater degree the causes of those forms, voluntarily serve her and obey her
will. Accordingly the myth relates the following: that she who is the Providence who preserves all
that is subject to generation and decay, loved their creative and generative cause, and
commanded that cause to beget offspring rather in the intelligible region; and she desired that it
should turn towards herself and dwell with her, but condemned it to dwell with no other thing.
For only thus would that creative cause strive towards the uniformity that preserves it, and at the
same time would avoid that which inclines towards matter. And she bade that cause look towards
her, who is the source of the creative gods, and not be dragged down or allured into generation.
For in this way was mighty Attis destined to be an even mightier creation, seeing that in all
things the conversion to what is higher produces more power to effect than the inclination to
what is lower. And the fifth substance itself is more creative and more divine than the elements
of our earth, for this reason, that it is more nearly connected with the gods. Not that anyone,
surely, would venture to assert that any substance, even if it be composed of the purest aether, is
superior to soul undefiled and pure, that of Heracles for instance, as it was when the creator sent
it to earth. For that soul of his both seemed to be and was more effective than after it had
bestowed itself on a body. Since even Heracles, now that he has returned, one and indivisible, to
his father one and indivisible, more easily controls his own province than formerly when he wore
the garment of flesh and walked among men. And this shows that in all things the conversion to
the higher is more effective than the propensity to the lower. This is what the myth aims to teach
us when it says that the Mother of the Gods exhorted Attis not to leave her or to love another. But
he went further, and descended even to the lowest limits of matter. Since, however, it was
necessary that his limitless course should cease and halt at last, mighty Helios the Corybant,243
who shares the Mother's throne and with her creates all things, with her has providence for all
things, and apart from her does nothing, persuaded the Lion® to reveal the matter. And who is
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the Lion? Verily we are told that he is flame-coloured.8*> He is, therefore, the cause that subsists
prior to the hot and fiery, and it was his task to contend against the nymph and to be jealous of
her union with Attis. (And who the nymph is, I have said.) And the myth says that the Lion serves
the creative Providence of the world, which evidently means the Mother of the Gods. Then it says
that by detecting and revealing the truth, he caused the youth's castration. What is the meaning
of this castration? It is the checking of the unlimited. For now was generation confined within
definite forms checked by creative Providence. And this would not have happened without the so-
called madness of Attis, which overstepped and transgressed due measure, and thereby made
him become weak so that he had no control over himself. And it is not surprising that this should
come to pass, when we have to do with the cause that ranks lowest among the gods. For consider
the fifth substance, which is subject to no change of any sort, in the region of the light of the
moon: I mean where our world of continuous generation and decay borders on the fifth
substance. We perceive that in the region of her light it seems to undergo certain alterations and
to be affected by external influences. Therefore it is not contradictory to suppose that our Attis
also is a sort of demigod—for that is actually the meaning of the myth—or rather for the universe
he is wholly god, for he proceeds from the third creator, and after his castration is led upwards
again to the Mother of the Gods. But though he seems to lean and incline towards matter, one
would not be mistaken in supposing that, though he is the lowest in order of the gods,
nevertheless he is the leader of all the tribes of divine beings. But the myth calls him a demigod
to indicate the difference between him and the unchanging gods. He is attended by the
Corybants who are assigned to him by the Mother; they are the three leading personalities of the
higher races®® that are next in order to the gods. Also Attis rules over the lions, who together
with the Lion, who is their leader, have chosen for themselves hot and fiery substance, and so
are, first and foremost, the cause of fire. And through the heat derived from fire they are the
causes of motive force and of preservation for all other things that exist. And Attis encircles the
heavens like a tiara, and thence sets out as though to descend to earth.)
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(This, then, is our mighty god Attis. This explains his once lamented flight and concealment and
disappearance and descent into the cave. In proof of this let me cite the time of year at which it
happens. For we are told that the sacred tree®®? is felled on the day when the sun reaches the
height of the equinox.85? Thereupon the trumpets are sounded.?>! And on the third day the sacred
and unspeakable member of the god Gallus is severed.®52 Next comes, they say, the Hilaria%®3 and
the festival. And that this castration, so much discussed by the crowd, is really the halting of his
unlimited course, is evident from what happens directly mighty Helios touches the cycle of the
equinox, where the bounds are most clearly defined. (For the even is bounded, but the uneven is
without bounds, and there is no way through or out of it.) At that time then, precisely, according
to the account we have, the sacred tree is felled. Thereupon, in their proper order, all the other
ceremonies take place. Some of them are celebrated with the secret ritual of the Mysteries, but
others by a ritual that can be told to all. For instance, the cutting of the tree belongs to the story
of Gallus and not to the Mysteries at all, but it has been taken over by them, I think because the
gods wished to teach us, in symbolic fashion, that we must pluck the fairest fruits from the earth,
namely, virtue and piety, and offer them to the goddess to be the symbol of our well-ordered
constitution here on earth. For the tree grows from the soil, but it strives upwards as though to
reach the upper air, and it is fair to behold and gives us shade in the heat, and casts before us
and bestows on us its fruits as a boon; such is its superabundance of generative life. Accordingly
the ritual enjoins on us, who by nature belong to the heavens but have fallen to earth, to reap the
harvest of our constitution here on earth, namely, virtue and piety, and then strive upwards to
the goddess of our forefathers, to her who is the principle of all life.)
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(Therefore, immediately after the castration, the trumpet sounds the recall for Attis and for all of
us who once flew down from heaven and fell to earth. And after this signal, when King Attis stays
his limitless course by his castration, the god bids us also root out the unlimited in ourselves and
imitate the gods our leaders and hasten back to the defined and uniform, and, if it be possible, to
the One itself. After this, the Hilaria must by all means follow. For what could be more blessed,
what more joyful than a soul which has escaped from limitlessness and generation and inward
storm, and has been translated up to the very gods? And Attis himself was such a one, and the
Mother of the Gods by no means allowed him to advance unregarded further than was permitted:
nay, she made him turn towards herself, and commanded him to set a limit to his limitless
course.)
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(But let no one suppose my meaning to be that this was ever done or happened in a way that
implies that the gods themselves are ignorant of what they intend to do, or that they have to
correct their own errors. But our ancestors in every case tried to trace the original meanings of
things, whether with the guidance of the gods or independently—though perhaps it would be
better to say that they sought for them under the leadership of the gods—then when they had
discovered those meanings they clothed them in paradoxical myths. This was in order that, by
means of the paradox and the incongruity, the fiction might be detected and we might be induced
to search out the truth. Now I think ordinary men derive benefit enough from the irrational myth
which instructs them through symbols alone. But those who are more highly endowed with
wisdom will find the truth about the gods helpful; though only on condition that such a man
examine and discover and comprehend it under the leadership of the gods, and if by such riddles
as these he is reminded that he must search out their meaning, and so attains to the goal and
summit of his quest8® through his own researches; he must not be modest and put faith in the
opinions of others rather than in his own mental powers.)
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(What shall I say now by way of summary? Because men observed that, as far as the fifth
substance, not only the intelligible world but also the visible bodies of our world must be classed
as unaffected by externals and divine, they believed that, as far as the fifth substance, the gods
are uncompounded. And when by means of that generative substance the visible gods came into
being, and, from everlasting, matter was produced along with those gods, from them and through
their agency, by reason of the superabundance in them of the generative and creative principle;
then the Providence of the world, she who from everlasting is of the same essential nature as the
gods, she who is enthroned by the side of King Zeus, and moreover is the source of the
intellectual gods, set in order and corrected and changed for the better all that seemed lifeless
and barren, the refuse and so to speak offscourings of things, their dregs and sediment: and this
she did by means of the last cause®® derived from the gods, in which the substances of all the
gods come to an end.)
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(For it is evident that Attis of whom I speak, who wears the tiara set with stars, took for the
foundation of his own dominion the functions of every god as we see them applied to the visible
world. And in his case all is undefiled and pure as far as the Milky Way. But, at this very point,
that which is troubled by passion begins to mingle with the passionless, and from that union
matter begins to subsist. And so the association of Attis with matter is the descent into the cave,
nor did this take place against the will of the gods and the Mother of the Gods, though the myth
says that it was against their will. For by their nature the gods dwell in a higher world, and the
higher powers do not desire to drag them hence down to our world: rather through the
condescension of the higher they desire to lead the things of our earth upwards to a higher plane
more favoured by the gods. And in fact the myth does not say that the Mother of the Gods was
hostile to Attis after his castration: but it says that though she is no longer angry, she was angry
at the time on account of his condescension, in that he who was a higher being and a god had
given himself to that which was inferior. But when, after staying his limitless progress, he has set
in order the chaos of our world through his sympathy with the cycle of the equinox, where mighty
Helios controls the most perfect symmetry of his motion within due limits, then the goddess
gladly leads him upwards to herself, or rather keeps him by her side. And never did this happen
save in the manner that it happens now; but forever is Attis the servant and charioteer of the
Mother; forever he yearns passionately towards generation; and forever he cuts short his
unlimited course through the cause whose limits are fixed, even the cause of the forms. In like
manner the myth says that he is led upwards as though from our earth, and again resumes his
ancient sceptre and dominion: not that he ever lost it, or ever loses it now, but the myth says that
he lost it on account of his union with that which is subject to passion and change.)
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(But perhaps it is worth while to raise the following question also. There are two equinoxes, but
men pay more honour to the equinox in the sign of Capricorn than to that in the sign of Cancer.862
Surely the reason for this is evident. Since the sun begins to approach us immediately after the
spring equinox,—for I need not say that then the days begin to lengthen,—this seemed the more
agreeable season. For apart from the explanation which says that light accompanies the gods, we
must believe that the uplifting rays®® of the sun are nearly akin to those who yearn to be set free
from generation. Consider it clearly: the sun, by his vivifying and marvellous heat, draws up all
things from the earth and calls them forth and makes them grow; and he separates, I think, all
corporeal things to the utmost degree of tenuity, and makes things weigh light that naturally
have a tendency to sink. We ought then to make these visible things proofs of his unseen powers.
For if among corporeal things he can bring this about through his material heat, how should he
not draw and lead upwards the souls of the blessed by the agency of the invisible, wholly
immaterial, divine and pure substance which resides in his rays? We have seen then that this
light is nearly akin to the god, and to those who yearn to mount upwards, and moreover, that this
light increases in our world, so that when Helios begins to enter the sign of Capricorn the day
becomes longer than the night. It has also been demonstrated that the god's rays are by nature
uplifting; and this is due to his energy, both visible and invisible, by which very many souls have
been lifted up out of the region of the senses, because they were guided by that sense which is
clearest of all and most nearly like the sun. For when with our eyes we perceive the sun's light,
not only is it welcome and useful for our lives, but also, as the divine Plato said when he sang its
praises, it is our guide to wisdom. And if I should also touch on the secret teaching of the
Mysteries in which the Chaldean,?% divinely frenzied, celebrated the God of the Seven Rays, that
god through whom he lifts up the souls of men, I should be saying what is unintelligible, yea
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wholly unintelligible to the common herd, but familiar to the happy theurgists.2° And so I will for
the present be silent on that subject.)
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(I was saying that we ought not to suppose that the ancients appointed the season of the rites
irrationally, but rather as far as possible with plausible and true grounds of reason; and indeed a
proof of this is that the goddess herself chose as her province the cycle of the equinox. For the
most holy and secret Mysteries of Deo and the Maiden®®® are celebrated when the sun is in the
sign of Libra, and this is quite natural. For when the gods depart we must consecrate ourselves
afresh, so that we may suffer no harm from the godless power of darkness that now begins to get
the upper hand. At any rate the Athenians celebrate the Mysteries of Deo twice in the year, and
the Lesser Mysteries as they call them in the sign of Capricorn, and the Great Mysteries when
the sun is in the sign of Cancer, and this for the reason that I have just mentioned. And I think
that these Mysteries are called Great and Lesser for several reasons, but especially, as is natural,
they are called great when the god departs rather than when he approaches; and so the Lesser
are celebrated only by way of reminder.£” I mean that when the saving and uplifting god
approaches, the preliminary rites of the Mysteries take place. Then a little later follow the rites of
purification, one after another, and the consecration of the priests. Then when the god departs to
the antipodes, the most important ceremonies of the Mysteries are performed, for our protection
and salvation. And observe the following: As in the festival of the Mother the instrument of
generation is severed, so too with the Athenians, those who take part in the secret rites are
wholly chaste and their leader the hierophant forswears generation; because he must not have
aught to do with the progress to the unlimited, but only with the substance whose bounds are
fixed, so that it abides for ever and is contained in the One, stainless and pure. On this subject I
have said enough.)
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(It only remains now to speak, as is fitting, about the sacred rite itself, and the purification, so
that from these also I may borrow whatever contributes to my argument. For example, everyone
thinks that the following is ridiculous. The sacred ordinance allows men to eat meat, but it
forbids them to eat grains and fruits. What, say they, are not the latter lifeless, whereas the
former was once possessed of life? Are not fruits pure, whereas meat is full of blood and of much
else that offends eye and ear? But most important of all is it not the case that, when one eats fruit
nothing is hurt, while the eating of meat involves the sacrifice and slaughter of animals who
naturally suffer pain and torment? So would say many even of the wisest. But the following
ordinance is ridiculed by the most impious of mankind also. They observe that whereas
vegetables that grows upwards can be eaten, roots are forbidden, turnips, for instance; and they
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point out that figs are allowed, but not pomegranates or apples either. I have often heard many
men saying this in whispers, and I too in former days have said the same, but now it seems that I
alone of all men am bound to be deeply grateful to the ruling gods, to all of them, surely, but
above all the rest to the Mother of the Gods. For all things am I grateful to her, and for this
among the rest, that she did not disregard me when I wandered as it were in darkness.t’”4 For
first she bade me cut off no part indeed of my body, but by the aid of the intelligible cause?’® that
subsists prior to our souls, all that was superfluous and vain in the impulses and motions of my
own soul. And that cause gave me, to aid my understanding, certain beliefs which are perhaps
not wholly out of harmony with the true and sacred knowledge of the gods. But it looks as
though, not knowing what to say next, I were turning round in a circle. I can, however, give clear
and manifest reasons in every single case why we are not allowed to eat this food which is
forbidden by the sacred ordinance, and presently I will do this. But for the moment it is better to
bring forward certain forms, so to speak, and regulations which we must observe in order to be
able to decide about these matters, though perhaps, owing to my haste, my argument may pass
some evidence by.)
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(First I had better remind you in a few words who I said Attis is; and what his castration means;
and what is symbolised by the ceremonies that occur between the castration and the Hilaria; and
what is meant by the rite of purification. Attis then was declared to be an original cause and a
god, the direct creator of the material world, who descends to the lowest limits and is checked by
the creative motion of the sun so soon as that god reaches the exactly limited circuit of the
universe, which is called the equinox because of its effect in equalising night and day.”Z And I
said that the castration meant the checking of limitlessness, which could only be brought about
through the summons and resurrection of Attis to the more venerable and commanding causes.
And I said that the end and aim of the rite of purification is the ascent of our souls.)
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(For this reason then the ordinance forbids us first to eat those fruits that grow downwards in the
earth. For the earth is the last and lowest of things. And Plato also says®3 that evil, exiled from
the gods, now moves on earth; and in the oracles the gods often call the earth refuse, and exhort
us to escape thence. And so, in the first place, the life-generating god who is our providence does
not allow us to use to nourish our bodies fruits that grow under the earth; and thereby enjoins
that we turn our eyes towards the heavens, or rather above the heavens.t8 One kind of fruit of
the earth, however, some people do eat, I mean fruit in pods, because they regard this as a
vegetable rather than a fruit, since it grows with a sort of upward tendency and is upright, and
not rooted below the soil; I mean that it is rooted like the fruit of the ivy that hangs on a tree or of
the vine that hangs on a stem. For this reason then we are forbidden to eat seeds and certain
plants, but we are allowed to eat fruit and vegetables, only not those that creep on the ground,
but those that are raised up from the earth and hang high in the air. It is surely for this reason
that the ordinance bids us also avoid that part of the turnip which inclines to the earth since it
belongs to the under world, but allows us to eat that part which grows upwards and attains to
some height, since by that very fact it is pure. In fact it allows us to eat any vegetables that grow
upwards, but forbids us roots, and especially those which are nourished in and influenced by the
earth. Moreover in the case of trees it does not allow us to destroy and consume apples, for these
are sacred and golden and are the symbols of secret and mystical rewards. Rather are they
worthy to be reverenced and worshipped for the sake of their archetypes. And pomegranates are
forbidden because they belong to the under-world; and the fruit of the date-palm, perhaps one
might say because the date-palm does not grow in Phrygia where the ordinance was first
established. But my own theory is rather that it is because this tree is sacred to the sun, and is
perennial, that we are forbidden to use it to nourish our bodies during the sacred rites. Besides
these, the use of all kinds of fish is forbidden. This is a question of interest to the Egyptians as
well as to ourselves. Now my opinion is that for two reasons we ought to abstain from fish, at all
times if possible, but above all during the sacred rites. One reason is that it is not fitting that we
should eat what we do not use in sacrifices to the gods. And perhaps I need not be afraid that
hereupon some greedy person who is the slave of his belly will take me up, though as I remember
that very thing happened to me once before; and then I heard someone objecting: “What do you
mean? Do we not often sacrifice fish to the gods?” But I had an answer ready for this question
also. “My good sir,” I said, “it is true that we make offerings of fish in certain mystical sacrifices,
just as the Romans sacrifice the horse and many other animals too, both wild and domesticated,
and as the Greeks and the Romans too sacrifice dogs to Hecate. And among other nations also
many other animals are offered in the mystic cults; and sacrifices of that sort take place publicly
in their cities once or twice a year. But that is not the custom in the sacrifices which we honour
most highly, in which alone the gods deign to join us and to share our table. In those most
honoured sacrifices we do not offer fish, for the reason that we do not tend fish, nor look after the
breeding of them, and we do not keep flocks of fish as we do of sheep and cattle. For since we
foster these animals and they multiply accordingly, it is only right that they should serve for all
our uses and above all for the sacrifices that we honour most.” This then is one reason why I
think we ought not to use fish for food at the time of the rite of purification. The second reason
which is, I think, even more in keeping with what I have just said, is that, since fish also, in a
manner of speaking, go down into the lowest depths, they, even more than seeds, belong to the
under-world. But he who longs to take flight upwards and to mount aloft above this atmosphere
of ours, even to the highest peaks of the heavens, would do well to abstain from all such food. He
will rather pursue and follow after things that tend upwards towards the air, and strive to the
utmost height, and, if I may use a poetic phrase, look upward to the skies. Birds, for example, we
may eat, except only those few which are commonly held sacred,®* and ordinary four-footed
animals, except the pig. This animal is banned as food during the sacred rites because by its
shape and way of life, and the very nature of its substance—for its flesh is impure and coarse—it
belongs wholly to the earth. And therefore men came to believe that it was an acceptable offering
to the gods of the under-world. For this animal does not look up at the sky, not only because it
has no such desire, but because it is so made that it can never look upwards. These then are the
reasons that have been given by the divine ordinance for abstinence from such food as we ought
to renounce. And we who comprehend share our knowledge with those who know the nature of
the gods.)
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(And to the question what food is permitted I will only say this. The divine law does not allow all
kinds of food to all men, but takes into account what is possible to human nature and allows us to
eat most animals, as I have said. It is not as though we must all of necessity eat all kinds—for
perhaps that would not be convenient—but we are to use first what our physical powers allow;
secondly, what is at hand in abundance; thirdly, we are to exercise our own wills. But at the
season of the sacred ceremonies we ought to exert those wills to the utmost so that we may
attain to what is beyond our ordinary physical powers, and thus may be eager and willing to obey
the divine ordinances. For it is by all means more effective for the salvation of the soul itself that
one should pay greater heed to its safety than to the safety of the body. And moreover the body
too seems thereby to share insensibly in that great and marvellous benefit. For when the soul
abandons herself wholly to the gods, and entrusts her own concerns absolutely to the higher
powers, and then follow the sacred rites—these too being preceded by the divine ordinances—
then, I say, since there is nothing to hinder or prevent—for all things reside in the gods, all things
subsist in relation to them, all things are filled with the gods—straightway the divine light
illumines our souls. And thus endowed with divinity they impart a certain vigour and energy to
the breath®® implanted in them by nature; and so that breath is hardened as it were and
strengthened by the soul, and hence gives health to the whole body. For I think not one of the
sons of Asclepios would deny that all diseases, or at any rate very many and those the most
serious, are caused by the disturbance and derangement of the breathing. Some doctors assert
that all diseases, others that the greater number and the most serious and hardest to cure, are
due to this. Moreover the oracles of the gods bear witness thereto, I mean that by the rite of
purification not the soul alone but the body as well is greatly benefited and preserved. Indeed the
gods when they exhort those theurgists who are especially holy, announce to them that their
“mortal husk of raw matter”2 shall be preserved from perishing.)
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oVTW¢ LIO TOV PLOTOV O B0g ovTOg, 600t Aapmddag @aoiv dvamtely ATTiét T 00PH. Tig oLV
obtw mayvg Y wuyhr, 6¢ od cuvinow, 6Tt 61" Eppod pev kol Agpoditng dvakaldeital mévta
o Toyod T& THG yeréoewg Exovta O £verd Tovd mévtn Kal mvtwg 6 Tod Adyov pdAtota (616v
£0T; AtTig 6€ 00y 0VTOC £0TY O PIKPD TPOOOEY dPpw, POV 6& dKODWY E1d TNV EKTOUNY 0OYHC;
Gepwv pev 6TL Y VANY £(AeTo KOl TNV YEVPECLDY EMITPOIEDEL, 0OPOG H6E OTL TO OKOBAAOV TODTO €lQ
KGALOG ékOounoe tooobtov [D] Kol petéotnoey, 6oov obdepi & pmpfoatto drOpwnwy Téyvn Kol
0€veotC. aAAQ Ti mépag Eotatl pot T Adyw; Tj 6fjAov wg o Thg peydAng buvog Oeod;

(And now what is left for me to say? Especially since it was granted me to compose this hymn at a
breath, in the short space of one night, without having read anything on the subject beforehand,
or thought it over. Nay, I had not even planned to speak thereof until the moment that I asked for
these writing-tablets. May the goddess bear witness to the truth of my words! Nevertheless, as I
said before, does there not still remain for me to celebrate the goddess in her union with Athene
and Dionysus? For the sacred law established their festivals at the very time of her sacred rites.
And I recognise the kinship of Athene and the Mother of the Gods through the similarity of the
forethought that inheres in the substance of both goddesses. And I discern also the divided
creative function of Dionysus, which great Dionysus received from the single and abiding
principle of life that is in mighty Zeus. For from Zeus he proceeded, and he bestows that life on
all things visible, controlling and governing the creation of the whole divisible world. Together
with these gods we ought to celebrate Hermes Epaphroditus.?%2 For so this god is entitled by the
initiated who say that he kindles the torches for wise Attis. And who has a soul so dense as not to
understand that through Hermes and Aphrodite are invoked all generated things everywhere,
since they everywhere and throughout have a purpose which is peculiarly appropriate to the
Logos?8% But is not this Logos Attis, who not long ago was out of his senses, but now through his
castration is called wise? Yes, he was out of his senses because he preferred matter and presides
over generation, but he is wise because he adorned and transformed this refuse, our earth, with
such beauty as no human art or cunning could imitate. But how shall I conclude my discourse?
Surely with this hymn to the Great Goddess.)

Q 6edv kKol avOpwnwy pfitep, W Tod peydAov cOVOWKE Kol odVOpove A1d6g, W mNyn TOV LOEPOD


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_887
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_888
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_889
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_890
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_891
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_892
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#note_893

[pg 502]

[pg 507]

BedD, @ TGOV PONTOY Taig dypdvTolc odolag ovrdpapoboa Kal THY KOWNHY €K mavtwy aitiow
napabefapévn [180] kol Toig voepoic évdibodoa Cwoydve Bed Kal PATIC Kal mpévola Kol TdY
NUETEPWY  Yoy®v Bnpiovpyé, w TOV péyav Aévvoov Adyam®doo Kol TOV AT EKTeOLVTA
MEPLOWOAPEDT, Kol TIAAY adTOV £i¢ 10 yii¢ Grtpor Katadudpcvor £mavdyovod, w MADTWY PED
dyaB®v toig voepoic fyovpévn Oeoig, mévtwy 6 dmomAnpodoa oV aiocOnToV K6opOV, mAVTA b
nuiv év mdow ayada yoproapévn, 6i6ov naot [B] pev avbpmnorg edbotpoviav, Ng 10 Ke@&Aaiov n
TGOV OV yr®doig €0, Kowf 6& T® Pwpaiwy 8\uw, pdhiota pev anotpiyacbot thHe GBedTNTOC
mv KnAlda, mpog 6& kal TNY TOYNY €vuEVT] oLPBlHKLBEPY®OAY AOTG TA THC GPYNAC MOAAXG
YIAGB0G €T, épol 6& Kapmov yevéoBou Tfic mepl oe Oepameiag &AfBeiaw v Tolg mepl Bedv
8oypaow, £v Beovpyla tederdnta, mdvTwy Epywv, o1¢ mpooepyoueda mepl ta¢ moAtrtikag [C] kai
OTPATIWTIKAG mPGEerg, apetny peta Tfg dyadiic toOyng Kai 10 Tod Bilov mépag GAvmov Te Kol
e0BOKIpOY peta TG dyabiig éAmibog Thg émi Tf) map’ LpGg mopeiq.

(O Mother of gods and men, thou that art the assessor of Zeus and sharest his throne, O source of
the intellectual gods, that pursuest thy course with the stainless substance of the intelligible
gods; that dost receive from them all the common cause of things and dost thyself bestow it on
the intellectual gods; O life-giving goddess that art the counsel and the providence and the
creator of our souls; O thou that lovest great Dionysus, and didst save Attis when exposed at
birth, and didst lead him back when he had descended into the cave of the nymph; O thou that
givest all good things to the intellectual gods and fillest with all things this sensible world, and
with all the rest givest us all things good! Do thou grant to all men happiness, and that highest
happiness of all, the knowledge of the gods; and grant to the Roman people in general that they
may cleanse themselves of the stain of impiety; grant them a blessed lot, and help them to guide
their Empire for many thousands of years! And for myself, grant me as fruit of my worship of thee
that I may have true knowledge in the doctrines about the gods. Make me perfect in theurgy. And
in all that I undertake, in the affairs of the state and the army, grant me virtue and good fortune,
and that the close of my life may be painless and glorious, in the good hope that it is to you, the
gods, that I journey!)
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AaOelv Cobet, t0 AaBelv MSS, Hertlein, tod Aabeiv Schaefer.

Tt 6p®dVTa Spanheim, i6p&Hta MSS, Hertlein.

Tpopiic MSS, Cobet, Siatpophic V, Hertlein.

Kataktnoauevog Cobet ktnoduevog MSS, Hertlein, katoypnoduevog V.
dedpevog MSS, Cobet, évbedpevog Hertlein.

Gyges.

tonyoplag Petavius, {ong mapnyopiag MSS, Hertlein.

At Nicomedia 337 a.p.

Isocrates, Evagoras 1.

Constans and Constantine.

@épovTteg IPOCg MSS.

ootep . . . . oTpatnydéc MSS.

N Schaefer adds.

nevTRKovTa praic Reiske, Cobet, pvag MSS.

aAvotted®g 6&- Avottedeg Petavius, Wyttenbach, Hertlein, dAvotteAég MSS.
Defeated at Carrhae B.c. 53: the Roman standards were recovered by Augustus B.c. 20.
Emperor 282-283 A.p.

Galerius Maximianus, son-in-law of Diocletian, was defeated in Mesopotamia, 296 a.p., by
Narses.

Diocletian.

The provinces of the East.

Regularly in Greek for Pannonia.

npaypdtwy BopvBov Wyttenbach, Bopdpov mpayudtwy MSS, Hertlein.
avaykraiov Capps suggests, yevvaiov MSS, Hertlein.

mopelog tayelog Capps suggests, mopelag pev tayelr MSS, Hertlein.
Omwg nev €k Petavius, aBpdwg £k MSS, Hertlein.

Tiranus, King of Armenia, was now, 337 a.p., deposed and imprisoned by Sapor. His son,
Arsaces, succeeded him in 341. Julian is describing the interregnum. Gibbon, chap. 18,
wrongly ascribes these events to the reign of Tiridates, who died 314 a.p.

ag Aertovpylag Reiske adds.

&v Reiske adds.

kopov Cobet, edkaipov MSS, Hertlein. dkaipov V, dxapiéiov Hertlein conjectures.
6¢ Wright, te Schaefer, Hertlein.

dlatpiyag Cobet, tplyag MSS, Hertlein.

avavdplag [kai 6eihiag] Hertlein. M omits kol before 6eidiog, hence Petavius omits
belAlag.

xpnoapévov Hertlein suggests, ypnodauevov V, ypnoauévnv MSS.
keAgebovtocg ood Hertlein suggests, keAebovtog MSS.

T® moAAag Cobet, 10 MSS, Hertlein.

10 Cobet, T® MSS, Hertlein.

aywvioapévovg Rouse suggests, aywviogopévovg MSS, Hertlein.
dradbpapovteg Naber, 6papdvteg MSS, Hertlein.

TOLG LIEP MSS, Cobet (Tovg dpvvonévovg) vmep Hertlein.

In Mesopotamia, 348 a.p. (Bury argues for 344 a.p.)

Sapor.

Sapor's son.

nyntéov Schaefer, fyel 10 6& Cobet, Hertlein, fiyeito 6& V, M, 1nyfj 10 6 MSS.
kol Reiske, 6 kol MSS.

kpwodvta Cobet, kplvovta MSS, Hertlein.

61e€1éva Reiske, lacuna Hertlein following Petavius.

kaitot Reiske, kai MSS, Hertlein. Petavius omits kadl.

MUPUOKELTG V, MOUPAOKELTG ammdong MSS.
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cf. Demosthenes, De Corona 169.

Gaul.

Vetranio.

Demosthenes, De Corona 61.

éndyew Hertlein suggests, énd€ovteg Wyttenbach, émad€ovot V, émd€ovor MSS.

oéApata Reiske, €ppata MSS, Herlein. Reiske suggests ovvtpipopévwy. én’ adtaig 6g
pnyovnuatwy Kol BeAdv mAnooc.

oAhvpévwr Cobet, amoAAvpévwy MSS, Hertlein.

Nisibis.

cf. Iliad, 4. 451. 6AAOVTWY Te Kol OAALPEVWD.

sf)pov tov Cobet, nbpovto Hertlein, sﬁpov Tov 'V, gbpavto MSS.
Sapor.

Odyssey 8. 49.

apkel Cobet, fipret MSS, Hertlein.

Archimedes.

Marcellus 212 B.c.

The Galatians, i.e. the Gauls, and Celts are often thus incorrectly distinguished, cf. 34 c.
36 B. 124 a.

390 B.c. under Brennus.

The Capitoline.

méAw Reiske, TNy méAw MSS.

yeyovaoww; Wright, yeyovaow. Hertlein.
Vetranio.

Magnentius.

mAéov Eyew Hertlein suggests, mAéov MSS.

oc Hertlein adds.

ndvtwg Hertlein suggests, GAAwg MSS, cf. 222 A 353 c.
kKol Hertlein adds.

ot Reiske adds.

Vetranio.

Magnentius.

Magnentius.

Demosthenes, De Chersoneso 42.

Euripides, Andromache 1146.

A proverb for necessity disguised as a choice, cf. 274 c.
o’ Reiske adds.

iowg Hertlein suggests.

otpatnyeiov Cobet, Hertlein, otpatiylov MSS.
After t® Petavius adds o®.

n Cobet, 1} Reiske adds, Hertlein.

éykatadureiv ioydoaca Cobet, evamoAursiv i{oyvoe Schaefer, Hertlein, &vamoAumeiv
toyboal MSS.

&v Reiske adds, éAéyyov got V.
Aeschines, Ctesiphon 74. 18.

From the description of the oratory of Pericles, Eupolis fr. 94: mel®o T1¢ £nerGOlep £ml
tolg yeldeow:- | obtwg éknAel Kol pévog TGOV PNTépwy | TO KEVLTPOV E£YKATEAELTE TOIG
akpowndavolc. Cf. 426 s.

ovoTivat Petavius, Cobet, évotijvan Schaefer, Hertlein, otfjvat MSS.
Demosthenes, De Corona 230, a favourite common-place.
Magnentius.

v elc te Schaefer, o Te eic Hertlein, €i¢ V, &g MSS.

¢ Hertlein adds.
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av Schaefer adds.

arovteg Reiske, Hertlein, aAévteg MSS.
te Wyttenbach adds.

nepl Hertlein suggests.

[kai] TtooobTov Hertlein.

Gauls.

Demosthenes, De Corona 153.

Gaul.

351 a.p.

Demosthenes, Olynthiacl. 23.

émt képwg Wyttenbach, Hertlein, émkaipwg MSS.

. Kal 10D Hertlein suggests,

Opdoovg Wyttenbach, Cobet, Opdoog MSS, Hertlein. mpog . .

Kod 1IpOG . . . ToD MSS.

In Pannonia 353 A.D.

Gallic.

fivec V, Hertlein, elyec MSS.

¢k Reiske adds.

Licinius.

cf. Oration 2. 57 c.

tolc moBodoww Hertlein suggests, mobobdoiv MSS.
After povopevov Reiske thinks énébei€e has fallen out.
Aquileia.

avdotlog Cobet, &AL’ o0 B0g V, AL’ 6 Bc0og MSS.
vikng

Gaul.

In wrestling, the third fall secured the victory. Cf. Or. 2. 74 c.

355 A.p.
¢€ Reiske, tov £€ MSS.

méAw £ovtnr cod Wyttenbach, eémwvopdév oot £avtny Reiske, mOAww émwvuvupov MSS,

Hertlein.

£yew Hertlein suggests.
Seleucus son of Antiochus.
Constantinople.

oUtwg Reiske adds.

oe Reiske adds.

Hertlein suggests o.

ém tov Cobet, 61a TV Wyttenbach, Hertlein, tév V, tov MSS.

mAéov Eyovot Reiske, mAéov MSS, Hertlein.
Cyaxares.

obV 611 MSS.

An echo of Demosthenes, Against Leptines 15.
Gallus 351 a.p.: then Julian 355 a.p.

o’ Hertlein suggests.

o’ Hertlein suggests.

TOO00TOLG TG TANOeL V, ToooDTOG TO MATNB0C MSS.
yvnoiovg MSS, Cobet, yvnoiwg V, Hertlein.

M and Petavius omit mp0og . . . émtpemopévn.

péver Wyttenbach, pévew MSS, Hertlein, émi moAv péveww V and Spanheim omit.
aveidov Hertlein suggests, Cobet, cf. 94 D 95 A, €iAw V, €{Aov MSS.

moTtedoag Kol MSS.

Vetranio.
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Tw& AOGKov MSS, Twv®v AdKwv Hertlein suggests.
tobTo Hertlein suggests, 10 MSS.

Under Silvanus.

Gaul.

Silvanus.

355 A.p.

The peroration is lost.

56 B and 101 p.

74 .

Agamemnon.

lliad 19. 56.

Moipav Hertlein suggests, Moipag MSS.
Republic 577 E.

Kowf pev Hertlein suggests, kowi) te MSS, cf. 43 b, 51 b.
un6e Hertlein suggests, kai MSS.

lliad 6. 289.

Herodotus 7. 40; horses from the plain of Nisaea drew the chariot of Xerxes when he
invaded Greece.

Iliad 2. 101.

[, 6 6] TIéAom Reiske, Hertlein.
[T®v] Baoiievodvtwy Hertlein.
Maximianus.

Constantius Chlorus.

Gaul.

Julian is in error; according to Bury, in Gibbon, Vol. 2, p. 588, Spain was governed by
Maximianus.

The Atlantic.

The Mediterranean.

Iliad 20. 221.

Bappodvtag Cobet, Bappovdvtwg MSS, Hertlein.

Iliad 5. 222.

Odyssey 4. 69 foll.

Iliad 4. 97.

lliad 23. 870.

lliad 8. 266.

Iliad 19. 385.

Iliad 2. 552.

Nestor: Iliad 2. 555.

The building of a wall with towers, to protect the ships, is described in liad 7. 436 foll.
By Praxiteles.

Alexander.

Agamemnon.

Iliad 2. 761 foll.

Odyssey 11. 550.

[ToDd] BPao1réwg Hertlein.

Magnentius.

lliad 13. 20.

omAitng Cobet, omAitng meCég MSS., Hertlein.

Evvemonopévng Cobet, Evvemopévng V Hertlein €vvepemopévng MSS.
(tnv) Apetnp Hertlein, apetnv MSS.

BapPapiCwv MSS., Hertlein, pattapiCwv Cobet, cf. Plato, Theaetetus 175 c.
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[Tod] Pao1réwc Hertlein, cf. 55 B.

The Carians were proverbially worthless; cf. 320 b.

Hesiod, Theogony.

Xenophon, Memorabilia 2. 1. 2.

Heracles.

Aeschylus, Seven Against Thebes 440; Euripides, Phoenissae 1182.

v té&w Hertlein suggests, ta& v MSS.

Marcellinus.

pev Reiske adds.

ITavdapew V, Naber, cf. Odyssey 20, 66 Tovbdapew MSS., Hertlein.

émpdyOn MSS., Hertlein, £tapdy6n Naber.

Odyssey 20. 66.

The Drave.

péon 1 mpael V, Hertlein, piontiic npd€ewc Reiske, péon tig mpd€ewg MSS.
Naber suggests ®Oovv wbodvTo.

After 66pata Petavius, Hertlein omit oc@dv.

epuanoConevol Hertlein suggests, aguimalopevolr MSS.

npooPoraic—xkail Wright mpoofoAaic.—[kai] Hertlein nmpoofolaic.—kai MSS.

Gomep—ypwpdtwr Hertlein suggests ®omep €v ypagf] 0o’ dpyvpwpdtwy TWwoOY Kol
xpvowpdtwy “as though by gold or silver work in a picture.”

Iliad 21. 325 foll.

Iliad 21. 242,

Iliad 21. 269.

For eight words the text is hopelessly corrupt.

Iliad 21. 27.

[tac] omep Reiske, Hertlein.

moAepi&oper Cobet, MSS., moAwiCoper V, Hertlein, mtoAeniCopev M.

Iliad 24. 657.

av Reiske adds.

meprteryiCwv Hertlein suggests, cf. 27 B, émeteryiCwv MSS.

elopel Cobet, ékpel MSS., Hertlein.

Nisibis.

Sapor becomes the ally of Magnentius as the crab was the ally of the Hydra in the conflict
with Heracles.

400 lbs. in all.

150 feet.

nponjye Hertlein suggests, mpootye MSS.

MoPaoKeLHG GAANG Cobet, MSS., mapaokeviig (GAAote) &AANG Reiske, Hertlein.
Elephants.

avaprnaocdpevol Hertlein suggests, Staprnacdapevol V, Siapnacdpsvort MSS.

006&—0UANG corrupt. Reiske suggests ovbe adTO mavteA®¢ 6v ENpov vrd te LANG. EAng 'V,
UAng MSS.

éneffjoav Hertlein suggests, éme€fieoav MSS., V omits.

ToladTn Reiske suggests, tooadtn MSS., Hertlein.

Illiad 12. 438; cf. 71 B.

The text here is corrupt.

Ta pev Onpila corrupt, Hertlein.

mukvoig Cobet, mukv&®c MSS., Hertlein.

kateveybévta Reiske, elogveyBévta MSS., Hertlein.

GAAG pdrtotov yap Hertlein suggests, patoiov 6’ Gpa Reiske, pataiov yap MSS.
0 Reiske adds.

Nestor.
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Iliad 14. 56.

téxvnc Reiske, téyvm cant. Hertlein, téyvn MSS.
lliad 20. 379.

lliad 11. 163.

Iliad 11. 202.

Gv Hertlein adds.

petaypapelv Cobet, mapaypdeeiv MSS., Hertlein.

elg éavtov Cobet, cf. Menexenus 247 E ocavtod Hertlein suggests €avtov, oeavto V,
oeavtod MSS.

vodv—epbévnow Hertlein suggests, vi—@povnoel MSS.

T0v—0eb6v Hertlein suggests, t®—0e® MSS. Hertlein suspects corruption.
[wg] N6iw Hertlein, pdAAov V adds.

Menexenus 247 E.

Plato says &ig éavtov avnptntat “who depends on himself.”

Timaeus 90 a.

Apology 30 p.

Republic 354 B.

tolg moAAoig Hertlein suggests, moAAoig MSS.

161 TnY e Hertlein suggests, te i6uwtnw MSS.

dailpwvy, cf. 69 a.

evmpenng Cobet, edmpemodg MSS., Hertlein suggests gbmpennq amnpemnodg cf. 19 p.
Gonevog Hertlein suggests, dopévwg MSS.

Ajax.

lliad 12. 438.

mapueyédn Hertlein suggests, mappiyf) MSS.

Aquileia.

“v".

Because of this favourable omen the city was called Aquileia, “the city of the Eagle.”
katéBadov Reiske, EBadov MSS., Hertlein.

Eov ebBovAiq Hertlein suggests, ebBovAiq Wyttenbach, EvpBoviig MSS.

Hertlein suggests ékteheiv, but cf. Phoenissae 516, £é€ehelv MSS. o006 Gv—ioydoeiey
Hertlein suggests, o06&é—ioybdoel MSS.

Alexander.

A hill fort in Sogdiana where the Bactrian chief Oxyartes made his last stand against
Alexander, 327 B.c.

cf. 77 B., Plutarch, de Fort. Rom. c. 4.

Julian refers to the triumph of Constantius over Vetranio, described in Or. 1. 31 foll. and
echoes Euripides, Phoenissae 516, m&v yap £€oipel A6yog | 60 Kol oidnpog modepiwv
dpdoeiey Gu. Themistius, Or. 2, 37 B quotes these verses to illustrate the same incident.

ndAol Hertlein suggests, Gmavta MSS.

6nABonev Reiske, 6nAoduevr MSS., Hertlein.

Isocrates, Evagoras 65, Panegyricus 83.

Iliad 24. 544.

apyaiov Reiske, apyaiog Hertlein, U0Aog Alav dpyaiog Cobet, apyaiog MSS.
Tpheg Hertlein adds.

Kol yap Horkel, lacuna Hertlein; the inappropriate verb avaypdow = “register, record,”
indicates corruption.

cf. Oration 1. 22. 28.

In wrestling the third fall was final: the phrase became proverbial, cf. Plato, Phaedrus
256 B, Aeschylus, Eumenides 592, Julian, Or. 1. 40 B.

Before Tfi¢ Hertlein, Reiske omit vmep.
T®v Hertlein adds.

oav Hertlein adds.
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npdtepor ov Hertlein suggests, o mpdtepovr MSS.
vbv Cobet adds.

foBovto oedv Cobet, fiobovto 10 MSS., Hertlein.
anwkobounuévov Hertlein suggests, dmoikobopoducvovr MSS.
dieldnuuévov Hertlein suggests, 6indoduevov MSS.
Briseis, Iliad 1. 247.

Iliad 9. 260.

Ttac Reiske adds.

[Tod] Bao1Aéwc Hertlein.

T before poyipwtata V, Hertlein omit.

ékeivng Naber adds.

pévolg Hertlein suggests, névov MSS.

Iliad 2. 188.

Vetranio; Themistius, Or. 2. 37 B, who in a panegyric on Constantius describes this
oratorical triumph.

Demosthenes, De Corona 262, v y&p &omov6o¢ Kai GKAPLKTOG ... TOAEPOC.
The victory of Archidamus over the Arcadians Xenophon, Hellenica 7. 1. 32.
cf. Oration 1. 32 a.

Odyssey 24. 253.

Guewov Petavius, Cobet, &pa Hertlein, MSS., dpa kakeivwv cant. and fl.

70 Reiske adds.

& Reiske adds.

£00fTL mowkiAn MSS., Cobet, £00fta mowk{Anv Hertlein.

Latin; of which Julian had only a slight knowledge. The fourth century Sophists were
content with Greek. Themistius never learned Latin, and Libanius needed an interpreter
for a Latin letter, Epistie 956.

énovodvta Reiske, evbapovodvta MSS., Hertlein.
cf. 191 a.

Plato, Gorgias 470 b.

Plato, Laws 699 a.

Plato, Laws 698 p; Herodotus 6. 31.

Herodotus 1. 183.

mobiav Cobet, Mnemosyne 10. mobiag (earlier conjecture Cobet) Hertlein, mobeiovg V,
naidag MSS.

The gold work of Colophon was proverbial for its excellence. Cf. Aristophanes, Cocalus fr.
8.

Iliad 9. 404.

Iliad 22. 156.

el Hertlein adds.

EKyOvwv MSS., cf. 82 a B, £yyévwv Hertlein.
ékyOvwv MSS., £yyovwy Hertlein.

£kyovov MSS., Cobet, £yyovov Hertlein.

1€ Hertlein adds.

Kol amopovpévng Hertlein suggests.

Tweg Kadl Hertlein suggests, Twveg o@6dpa kai MSS.
1y00¢ Hertlein suggests, iy0bag MSS., cf. 59 a, iy6dag V.
tadaunwpiag Hertlein suggests, Aotbopiag MSS.

povapyny Cobet, povdapyny pobwtév MSS., Hertlein suggests povapyov piobwtdv, i
mobwtov Reiske, povapyov V.

After 6lopOtTEl Cobet omits dvamel®épsvov.

avBpwmovg: Cobet, avBpwmovg ékpavéo- Hertlein, ékpoaveg V, M, éppoaveg MSS.
First used by Archilochus, fr. 74, in a description of an eclipse of the sun.

Plato, Laws 728 a.
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Horace, Epistles 1. 1. 106.

One shoulder was white as ivory.

The Sparti, sprung from the dragon's teeth sown by Cadmus.
The Rhine; cf. Julian, Epistie 16.

Plato, Laws 642 c.

Memnon.

cf. Oration 3. 126.

Iliad 17, 20.

Homeric phrase: Iliad 17. 588.

Plato, Laws 832 a.

Odyssey 20. 56.

Euripides, Phoenissae 506 and f1. 252, Nauck.
Of Queen Nitocris, Herodotus 1. 187.
“Huckster” (kamnAog) Herodotus 3. 89.

Or Sarabos, a Plataean wineseller at Athens; Plato, Gorgias 518 B; perhaps to be
identified with the Vinarius Exaerambus in Plautus, Asinaria 436; cf. Themistius 297 b.

@uhomoAitng Hertlein suggests, but cf. Isocrates To Nicocles 15.

ol Hertlein adds.

toic Hertlein suggests.

abeeic Reiske, evbeeic MSS., Hertlein.

neloag €in Naber, cf. 272 b, 281 a, neiteiev Hertlein, meio0sin MSS.

A saying of Alexander, cf. Themistius 203 c; Stobaeus, Sermones 214; Isocrates, To
Nicocles 21.

Isocrates, To Nicocles 15; Dio Chrysostom, Orationi. 28.
Republic 416 aA.

Plato, Laws 808 B.

Republic 416 a.

Before ta¢ Hertlein omits kad.

agaviel Cobet, dpavioelr MSS., Hertlein.

o0 Hertlein adds.

éneloayayeiv Hertlein, émayoaysiv MSS.

After t@v Hertlein omits @iAwv Kad.

£yyovog Hertlein, MSS.

nponydépevton Hertlein suggests, mpoayopedetal MSS.
dikaotrplov Hertlein suggests, 10 dikaotriplov MSS.

g Eavtod apetiig Reiske, apetiic MSS., Hertlein.

Kowwviav npooAngOeiow. Reiske, kowwviav, MSS., Hertlein.
peiCova év Hertlein suggests, peiCova te év MSS.
abikovpévwy emtpénwp Reiske, abikovpévwy, MSS., Hertlein.
Plato, Theaetetus 176 a.

Plato, Laws 937 b.

&A6vteg Cobet, £Advteg Y apynv MSS., Hertlein.

w¢ mpog Cobet, womep MSS., Hertlein.

T0ig dyaboic Hertlein suggests, & AARAolg MSS.
yevbopaptupiwy Cobet, yevbopaptuopitdv Hertlein, V, M, yevbopnaptupiag MSS.
vpdo Hertlein suggests, bpdg avtovg MSS.

uedeiv kai Cobet, [émpekeiv kai] Hertlein, who suggests k)6eoBot kail emapdveiw,
eémpévew M, emovvéyew V, émuedeiv MSS.

Constantine II.
Constans.
Constantine II was slain while marching against Constans.

Constans.
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Constans was slain by the soldiers of Magnentius.
veapdcg Hertlein suggests, vewtépag MSS.

Under Alexander.

Darius III.

Iliad 2. 356.

Magnentius.

cf. Orationl. 34 a.

Alcinous.

Odyssey 8. 209.

oV V, OV Ti)g MSS.

amotpeyapevov Hertlein suggests, 6e€apevov Petavius, tpeydpevov MSS.
Dioscorides in Athenaeus 507 p; Tacitus Hist. 4. 6; cf. Milton Lycidas,
“Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise
(That last infirmity of noble mind).”

A proverb, cf. Euripides, Andromache 368.

moAAoic fl., Hertlein prefers, moAAfjc MSS.

TobLg Hertlein suggests, tod MSS.

Aristophanes, Frogs 84.

Pannonia.

Silvanus, cf. Oration 1. 60.

cf. Oration 1. 35 C.

Thermopylae.

Leonidas.

[Ounpoc] 6pxia Hertlein.

£€eheyyOeiow Hertlein suggests, éheyyOsiow MSS.

EYPWKWG Tpémov—Kkatavonoag Hertlein suggests, £yvwKWOG—TOV TPOIOL KATAVONCTAG
MSS.

Tf¢ Hertlein adds.

BobAeoOan Hertlein suggests, fodAecOadl mep MSS.
Silvanus.

Iliad 22. 262.

Euripides, Bacchae 822.

cf. Oration 1. 48 c.

His Oriental dress suggested Persian rule, symbolised by the crescent.
cf. Orationl. 49 a.

cf. Oration . 48 c, b.

A proverb; the pine when cut down does not send up shoots again.
Herodotus 6. 37.

His campaign in Gaul.

cf. Quintilian 3. 7. 10. on the Gratiarum actio.

népa Cobet, dmep MSS., Hertlein.

To0TOoULC Cobet, ovtol MSS., Hertlein.

vmooywv Cobet, dbrmooysiv MSS., Hertlein.

1oV @ Cobet, Naber G MSS., Hertlein.

¢m Baoihéa Cobet, [£@’ ‘EAAGOa] Hertlein.

KoAo0G Te Kayabovg Cobet, kadovg MSS., Hertlein.
olaw vépew Hertlein suggests, vépew MSS.

ékeivn Petavius, ékeivnp MSS., Hertlein.

eita Cobet adds.

avt® Cobet, adTod MSS., Hertlein.

[Tf] Téxvn Hertlein.
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Plutarch, Moralia 63 p.
Arete.

Nausicaa.

Odyssey 7. 20.
Odyssey 7. 54.

Kol Ty Petavius, ob twv MSS., Hertlein suggests obtwg dyaB&mv dmapyxévtwv, Reiske
suggests £mtnéevpdTwy. AIop® PEV 0L OTOL AYWPAL IPWTOL TOV dyad&dY. “I am at a
loss which of her noble qualities to discuss first.”

amoAurovteg MSS., anoAeimovteg V, Hertlein.
Got’ Hertlein suggests.

Eusebia belonged to a noble family of Thessalonica, in Macedonia; she was married to
Constantius in 352 A.D.

Near Mount Olympus.
Herodotus 8. 137.

Cyrus.

A town on the coast of Illyria.

Aristotle; “who bred | Great Alexander to subdue the world.” Milton, Paradise Regained
4.

i.e. of Greeks.

Thessalonica.

Gpyew Hertlein adds.

obte—1e Hertlein suggests, ovb6e—b6& MSS.

bokel katahuielv Hertlein suggests, katadmeiv V, M, katadeiner MSS.
The consulship.

o06ev MSS., o06¢ €v V, Hertlein.

AoTePEC PEV APl KGAow oehdvvav &y’ &mokpOmTolol @devvov e160¢. Sappho . 3.
Tf¢ Cobet adds.

Before vmep Horkel and Hertlein omit 6.

énpovcg Naber, podvoag MSS., Hertlein.

Euripides, Suppliants 494.

The wife of Protesilaus.

TV before yvvaik®v Hertlein omits.

vopovg Hertlein suggests, Adyovg MSS.

te Hertlein suggests, 6& MSS.

el [Ti¢] Hertlein.

6w mAelovwv. Hertlein suggests, peta mieiovog MSS.
Arion.

Taenarum.

Literally seeds or small beads.

Famed for his minute carving of ivory.

Odyssey 5. 70.

nBwwoa Cobet, NBOoa MSS., Hertlein.

Hokeite Hertlein suggests, €ikog Reiske 6okel MSS.
dewadtepa Hertlein suggests, dswdtarta MSS.

The cave of Calypso.

cf. Misopogon 3424. In both passages Julian evidently echoes some line, not now extant,
from Menander, Duskolos.

Odyssey 11. 223.
16n Horkel, 1 6] MSS.
miOw Bruno Friederich, ne1®w te kai i6éa MSS., Hertlein, te kai 16éa Cobet omits.

gnot tov Ala £xpralépevov—opodoyeiv Cobet, gnow, £xpralépevoc—oporoysl MSS.,
Hertlein, éxBraloucvov V, oporoyeiv V, M.

Euyywpel Reiske.
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&AL’ o06& Hertlein suggests.

ékéAevoep obTe GAAo mote obte Hertlein suggests, obte f1tnoer GAAw moté Tt obte MSS.
Gyet Cobet, Gysww MSS., Hertlein.

Odyssey 23. 284.

cf. Iliad 24. 527; Oration 7. 236 c.

The traditional founding of the ancient court of the Areopagus, which tried cases of
homicide, is described in Aeschylus, Eumenides. Orestes, on trial at Athens for matricide,
is acquitted, the votes being even, by the decision of Athene, who thereupon founds the
tribunal, 485 foll.

lliad 4. 43.

Olympian Ode 6. 4. Pindar says that, as though he were building the splendid forecourt of
a house, he will begin his Ode with splendid words.

ékeivw Hertlein suggests, ékeivwy MSS.

KOGv—émoTtedoate mdvta—Aéyslwy Cobet, kKai—maoTtedoete mdvta—AEyovTt MSS., IAVTWG
V, Hertlein, motedoate V.

avTig ye—tadTng Hertlein suggests, adtod te—avTiic MSS.

Cambyses.

Syloson, Herodotus 3. 139; cf. Julian, Epistlie 29; Themistius 67 a, 109 p.
Iliad 12. 382 avnp ovbe pdd’ npov.

To0Twv Reiske adds.

Iliad 4. 171.

The port of Argolis.

mepaivew ravoodueba Hertlein suggests, 6iamepaivelv oidpeda MSS.
f¢ Horkel adds.

antopeda Cobet, nttopeda V, nydneda MSS., Hertlein.

Iliad 9. 380.

napayiyvetat Reiske, lacuna MSS., Hertlein.

[Aav] adBader Hertlein.

6& Hertlein adds.

apdg yé mn—rtov nrioyov Reiske, GAAwg £t tov fvioyov MSS., Hertlein.
popobvta Hertlein suggests, @épovta MSS.

@opelv Hertlein suggests, pépeww MSS.

The title of Caesar.

To illustrate the skill and, at the same time, the difficult position of Constantius as sole
Emperor, Julian describes an impossible feat. The restive teams are the provinces of the
Empire, which had hitherto been controlled by two or more Emperors.

Iliad 23. 341.

mAeliova Hertlein suggests, mAeiov MSS.
Iliad 3. 217.

avTn Hertlein suggests, attn MSS.
Iliad 9. 122.

[o@d6pal nodifjvan Hertlein.

ékeivag Reiske, eékeiva MSS., Hertlein.
nadai®dv [Epywr] Hertlein.

Before tob¢ Klimek omits mpog.

Gaul.

Euripides, Phoenissae 532.

10i¢ Naber, to0TOo1¢ MSS., Hertlein.
toi¢ Naber, tob0Tolc MSS., Hertlein.
otepnBein Cobet, 6enbein MSS., Hertlein.
muntéov Petavius adds.

Tt Horkel, To MSS., Hertlein.

T1 Cobet, Tivoc MSS., Hertlein.
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6& MSS., Cobet, yap V, M, Hertlein.

elk0G Reiske adds.

Semiramis, Herodotus 1. 184.

The Euphrates.

Herodotus 1. 185; Oration 2. 85 c.

Rhodopis? wrongly supposed to have built the third pyramid.
Herodotus 1. 205.

Odyssey 1. 334.

To0TwWY 6 006’ Hertlein suggests, TodTwv 6& MSS.

moAAa 16{a te Hertlein suggests, moAA& te 16{q MSS.
npoofikov Hertlein suggests, mpoofikev MSS.

Penthesilea.

Achilles and the Scamander; Iliad 21. 234 foll., Oration 2. 60 c.
xpovov Cobet adds.

Julian tells, incorrectly, the anecdote in Plutarch, Pericles 38.
440 B.c.

445 B.c.

pe Cobet adds.

357 A.p.

Plutarch, Pompeius 24. For a full description of the origin and spread of Mithraism see
Cumont, Textes et Monuments figurés relatifs aux mysteres de Mithra, 1896, 1899, Les
Mpysteres de Mithra, 1902, and Les religions orientales dans le paganisme romain, 1909
(English translation by G. Showerman, 1911).

On Julian's triad cf. Naville, Julien I'’Apostat et la philosophie du polythéisme, Paris, 1877.
Concerning Isis and Osiris 46.

148 B.

lliad 17. 447.

nw 161 Cobet, mwmote MSS, Hertlein.

100 Reiske, 10 MSS, Hertlein.

nyobuat Petavius, nyobpat kowdtepov nev MSS, Hertlein.

Aristotle, Physics 2. 2. 194 b; cf. 151 p.

oneipwv Hertlein suggests, omeipeiv MSS.

Plato, Timaeus 42 b.

As opposed to the unreasoning soul, &Aoyog oy, that is in animals other than man.
Plato, Aristotle, Plotinus, and Porphyry allowed some form of soul to plants, but this was
denied by Iamblichus, Julian, and Sallust.

He refers to his initiation into the cult of Mithras.

When he was still a professed Christian.

ie. not only prophets and emperors but all men are related to Helios.

cf. Oration 7. 237 c.

cf. 144 A, 149 c.

Rome.

At the beginning of January; cf. 156 c.

Julian distinguishes the visible sun from his archetype, the offspring of the Good.

Le. the intelligible world, vontdg, comprehended only by pure reason; the intellectual,
voepdg, endowed with intelligence; and thirdly the world of sense-perception aicOntdq.
The first of these worlds the Neo-Platonists took over from Plato, Republic 508 foll.; the
second was invented by Iamblichus.

ayévvntog Hertlein suggests, dyesvvitwg MSS.

Pindar fr. 107, and Sophocles, Antigone 100 &xTig dehiov.
Republic 508 B.

aAnBeia Hertlein suggests, aAndsia MSS.

Though Aristotle did not use this phrase, it was his theory of a fifth element superior to
the other four, called by him “aether” or “first element,” De Coelo 1. 3 270 B, that
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suggested to Iamblichus the notion of a fifth substance or element; cf. Theologumena
Arithmeticae 35, 22 Ast, where he calls the fifth element “aether.”

After tooobTwv Hertlein suggests aitoig.
cf. 138 B.

Aristotle, De Anima 418 a.

yve Hertlein suggests, te MSS.

133 B.

Julian conceives of the sun in three ways; first as transcendental, in which form he is
indistinguishable from the Good in the intelligible world, secondly as Helios-Mithras,
ruler of the intellectual gods, thirdly as the visible sun.

133 p-134 a is a digression on the light of the sun.
i.e. the stars.

De Anima 419 a; Aristotle there says that light is the actualisation or positive
determination of the transparent medium. Julian echoes the whole passage.

Mind, vodg, is here identified with Helios; cf. Macrobius, Saturnalia 1. 19. 9. Sol mundi
mens est, “the sun is the mind of the universe”; Iamblichus, Protrepticus 21, 115;
Ammianus Marcellinus, 21. 1. 11.

Julian echoes Plato, Republic 507, 508.

cf. 146 o.

Le. the stationary positions and the direct and retrograde movements of the planets.
157 c.

avTtod Hertlein suggests, éxvtod MSS.

144 a, B, 149 c.

Cratylus 403 B.

Phaedo 83 b.

Ekyovov MSS, Eyyovov V, Hertlein.

6¢& tig av GAAog Hertlein suggests, 6 tic Gv €in MSS.
Iliad 8. 480; Odyssey 1. 8.

Odyssey 12. 383.

This oracular verse is quoted as Orphic by Macrobius, Saturnalia 1. 18. 18; but Julian, no
doubt following Iamblichus, substitutes Serapis for Dionysus at the end of the verse. The
worship of Serapis in the Graeco-Roman world began with the foundation of a Serapeum
by Ptolemy Soter at Alexandria. Serapis was identified with Osiris, the Egyptian
counterpart of Dionysus.

Phaedo 80 p; in Cratylus 403 Plato discusses, though not seriously, the etymology of the
word “Hades.”

Aibng, “Unseen.”

Theogony 371; cf. Pindar, Isthmian4. 1.

Hyperion means “he that walks above.”

They had devoured the oxen of the sun; Odyssey 12. 352 foll.

Iliad 8. 24; Zeus utters this threat against the gods if they should aid either the Trojans or
the Greeks.

Iliad 18. 239.
Iliad 21. 6.
Julian now describes the substance or essential nature, oboia, of Helios, 137 p-142 B.

i.e. The sun, moon and planets; the orbits of the planets are complicated by their direct
and retrograde movements.

cf. 133 n.
Tt tehevtaia Hertlein suggests, tedevtaioa MSS.

Julian defines the ways in which Helios possesses peodtng, or middleness; he is mediator
and connecting link as well as locally midway between the two worlds and the centre of
the intellectual gods; see Introduction, p. 350.

cf. Empedocles, 1. 18; 122, 2; 17, 19 Diels.
ta Hertlein suggests, tadta MSS.

Plato, Timaeus 33 a.

cf. 139 ¢; Oration 5. 165 ¢, 166 b, 170 c.
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Ta¢ Hertlein suggests.

cf. 167 po. In Timaeus 58 a it is the revolution of the whole which by constriction
compresses all matter together, but Julian had that passage in mind. In Empedocles it is
the Titan, Aether, i.e. the Fifth Substance, that “binds the globe.” f. 38 Diels.

Plato in Timaeus 41 a, distinguishes “the gods who revolve before our eyes” from “those
who reveal themselves so far as they will.” Julian regularly describes, as here, a triad;
every one of his three worlds has its own unconditioned being (abBvmécTatov); its own
creative power (6nuiovpyia); its own power to generate life (yovipov Tfig Cwiig); and in
every case, the middle term is Helios as a connecting link in his capacity of thinking or
intellectual god (vogpdg).

Julian now describes the three kinds of substance (ovoia) and its three forms (gi6n) in the
three worlds.

ie. the visible heavenly bodies.

Helios connects the forms (Plato's Ideas) which exist in the intelligible world, with those
which in our world ally themselves with matter; cf. Oration 5. 171 B.

avta V, adtog MSS, Hertlein.
i.e. the heavenly bodies.

These angels combine, as does a model, the idea and its hypostazisation; cf. 142 a, Letter
to the Athenians 275 B. Julian nowhere defines angels, but Porphyry as quoted by
Augustine, De civitate Dei 10, 9, distinguished them from daemons and placed them in
the aether.

mponyoovpevog V, nporadnyooducvoc MSS, Hertlein.

cf. 141 B.

i.e. the heavenly bodies; cf. Fragment of a Letter 295 a.
Nichomachean Ethics 7. 14. 1154 b.

tolodtov Hertlein suggests, Todvtwy MSS.

The powers and activities of Helios are now described, 142 p-152 a.

cf. 148 ¢, Timaeus 47 A, Republic 529 B, where Plato distinguishes mere star-gazing from
astronomy.

6w v Hertlein suggests, kai thv MSS.
cf. 144 c.

Timaeus 32 B; Plato says that to make the universe solid, “God set air and water between
fire and earth.”

cf. 144 c. 179 a; Proclus on Plato, Timaeus 203 E, says that because Dionysus was torn
asunder by the Titans, his function is to divide wholes into their parts and to separate the
forms (£i6n).

Julian calls Dionysus the son of Helios 152 c, p, and the son of Zeus, Oration 5. 179 B.

cf. 153 B, where Asclepios is called “the saviour of the All,” and Against the Christians
200 a.

£€kyovog MSS, £yyovocg V, Hertlein.
vontoic Petavius adds.

cf. 141 B, Letter to the Athenians 275 B.
The sun.

Plato, Symposium 206 B TOKOG £V KOA.
i.e. Intellectual Helios.

ie. Intelligible Helios.

Plato, Laws 713 b defines daemons as a race superior to men but inferior to gods; they
were created to watch over human affairs; Julian, Letter to Themistius 258 B echoes
Plato's description; cf. Plotinus 3. 5. 6; pseudo-Iamblichus, De Mysteriis 1. 20. 61; Julian
2. 90 B.

Le. the individual souls; by using this term, derived from the Neo-Platonists and
Iamblichus, Julian implies that there is an indivisible world soul; cf. Plotinus 4. 8. 8 1 p&v
OAn (woyn) ... al 68 &v pépetl yevdpevar.

Odyssey 11, 303; Philo Judaeus, De Decalogo 2. 190, T6v Te obpavov £ig¢ Nuio@aipia T
A0yw B1yf Sraveipavteg, TO PV LIEP YHg TO &' VIO Yiig, ALOOKODPOLE EKGAETAD TO IEPL
NG £tepnuépov Cwiig adTAOD IPOCTEPATELOAPEVOL SRy,

kevOv Hertlein suggests, koawwov Mb, kowov MSS.

Timaeus 37 c; when the Creator had made the universe, he invented Time as an attribute
of “divided substance.”
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For Julian's debt to Iamblichus cf. 150 b, 157 B, c.

Kronos, Zeus, Ares, Helios, Aphrodite, Hermes, Selene are the seven planets; cf. 149 p.
Though Helios guides the others he is counted with them.

i.e. the fixed stars; cf. lamblichus, Theologumena arithmeticae 56. 4 1N mepléyovoa T«
ndvta opaipa 6yd6n, “the eighth sphere that encompasses all the rest.”

The Graces are often associated with Spring; Julian seems to be describing obscurely the
annual course of the sun.

Necessity played an important part in the cult of Mithras and was sometimes identified
with the constellation Virgo who holds the scales of Justice.

For the adoption of the Dioscuri into the Mithraic cult see Cumont. Julian does not give
his own view, though he rejects that of the later Greek astronomers. Macrobius,
Saturnalia 1. 21. 22 identifies them with the sun.

ie. the torrid zone. On the equator in the winter months shadows fall due north at noon,
in the summer months due south; this is more or less true of the whole torrid zone; cf.
apeioklog which has the same meaning.

Iliad 14. 246.

For the affectation of mystery cf. 152 B, 159 4, 172 b.

o1 Hertlein suggests, 6& MSS.

Plutarch, Demosthenes 4, quotes this phrase as peculiarly Platonic; cf. Plato, Laws 676 a.
cf. 143 B and note.

xop1todotng Spanheim, yap1dotng Hertlein, MSS.

abpd& Hertlein suggests, avdpdv MSS.

émtpornedel Wright, émtponebovot Hertlein, MSS lacuna Petavius.

Literally “life-bringer,” Aristotle's phrase for the zodiac.

cf. Zeller, Philosophie der GriechenIIl. 2, p. 753, notes.

There is a play on the word k0kAog, which means both “sphere” and “circle.”

The Egyptian sun-god, whose worship was introduced first into Greece and later at Rome.

Athene as goddess of Forethought was worshipped at Delphi, but her earlier epithet was
npovaia “whose statue is in front of the temple”; cf. Aeschylus, Eumenides 21, Herodotus
8. 37; late writers often confuse these forms. Julian applies the epithet mpévola to the
mother of the gods 179 A, and to Prometheus 182 p; cf. 131 c.

This verse was quoted from an unknown source by Eustathius on Iliad 1. p. 83. “The
Grey-eyed” is a name of Athene.

lliad 8. 538; 13. 827.

6’ Hertlein adds.

10 Hertlein adds.

émpetpiioal Hertlein suggests, petpidoat MSS.

"Epeocoav Spanheim, cf. 154 B, "Edsooav MSS.

On Athene cf. Oration 7. 230 a; Against the Christians 235 c.

cf. 152 p. Julian derives his theory of the position and functions of the moon from
Iamblichus; cf. Proclus on Plato, Timaeus 258 f.

cf. 154 A, and Proclus on Plato, Timaeus 155 r, 259 B, where Aphrodite is called “the
binding goddess” ocvvbeTiknp, and “harmoniser” cLVAPPOCTIKNYD.

ie. as the planet Venus.

cf. Caesars 313 A, Misopogon 357 c. Emesa in Syria was famous for its temple to Baal, the
sun-god. The Emperor Heliogabalus (218-222 a.n.) was born at Emesa and was, as his
name indicates, a priest of Baal, whose worship he attempted to introduce at Rome.

The “strong god,” identified with the star Lucifer.

133 p, 138 B.

TO yovipov Ti @boel Marcilius, cf. 150 B, 151 ¢, lacuna MSS., Hertlein.
Physics 2. 2. 194 b; cf. 131 c.

cf. 145 c.

cf. 145 c.

Le. their ascent after death to the gods.

nepi Hertlein suggests, £t MSS.

Republic 529, 530; Epinomis 977 a.


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_709
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_710
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_711
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_712
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_713
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_714
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_715
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_716
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_717
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_718
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_719
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_720
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_721
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_722
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_723
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_724
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_725
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_726
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_727
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_728
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_729
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_730
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_731
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_732
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_733
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_734
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_735
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_736
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_737
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_738
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_739
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_740
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_741
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_742
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_743
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_744
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_745
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_746
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_747
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/48664/pg48664-images.html#noteref_748

Laws 653 ¢, b, 665 A.
i.e. as a unit of measurement; 7imaeus 39 B, 47 A.
yvévvnow Mau, yéveow MSS, Hertlein.

cf. 144 c: Against the Christians 200, 235 B.c. Asclepios plays an important part in Julian's
religion, and may have been intentionally opposed, as the son of Helios-Mithras and the
“saviour of the world,” to Jesus Christ.

10 Hertlein suggests.
"Epeooav Spanheim, "E6scoav MSS, Hertlein; cf. 150 c.
Rome.

This refers to the famous temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline; cf. Oration 1. 29 b. The
three shrines in this temple were dedicated to Jupiter, Minerva and Juno, but Julian
ignores Juno because he wishes to introduce Aphrodite in connection with Aeneas.

Julian accepts the impossible etymology “path of the wolf”; Lycabas means “path of
light,” cf. Iux.

Odyssey, 14. 161. The word was also used on Roman coins with the meaning “year.”
Oov Marcilius, fjiv MSS, Hertlein.

Silvia the Vestal virgin gave birth to twins, Romulus and Remus, whose father was
supposed to be Mars (Ares).

Vesta, the Greek Hestia, the goddess of the hearth.
The name given to Romulus after his apotheosis; cf. Caesars 307 B.

For the legend of his translation see Livy 1. 16; Plutarch, Romulus 21; Ovid, Fasti 2. 496;
Horace, Odes 3. 3. 15 foll.

After yevonevov Hertlein omits 0mo tfig oeAfvng.
Gpav Hertlein, Naber suggest, nuépav MSS, cf. Episile 444. 425 c.

To Numa Pompilius, the legendary king who reigned next after Romulus, the Romans
ascribed the foundation of many of their religious ceremonies.

The Vestal virgins.

The Heliaia, solis agon, was founded by the Emperor Aurelian at Rome in 274 a.p.; but the
“unconquerable sun,” sol invictus, had been worshipped there for fully a century before
Aurelian's foundation; see Usener, Sol invictus, in Rheinisches Museum, 1905. Julian
once again, Caesars 336 c calls Helios by his Persian name Mithras.

The Attic year began with the summer solstice.

A Greek astronomer who flourished in the middle of the second century B.c. His works are
lost.

Claudius Ptolemy an astronomer at Alexandria 127-151 a.p.
10D te Hertlein suggests, 1€ 100 MSS.
i.e. December.

The festival of Saturn, the Saturnalia, was celebrated by the Latins at the close of
December, and corresponds to our Christmas holidays. Saturn was identified with the
Greek god Kronos, and Julian uses the Greek word for the festival in order to avoid,
according to sophistic etiquette, a Latin name.

Rome.

avTov Hertlein suggests, avtod MSS.
10D Hertlein suggests, 1o M, t® MSS.
See Introduction, p. 351.

For the threefold creative force cf. Proclus on Timaeus 94 cp. Here Julian means that
there are three modes of creation exercised by Helios now in one, now in another, of the
three worlds; cf. 135 B.c.

This work is lost.
1.e. his treatise On the Gods, which is not extant.
Hesiod, Works and Days 336.

For the Attis cult see Frazer, Attis, Adonis and Osiris; for the introduction of the worship
of Cybele into Italy, Cumont, Les religions orientales dans le paganisme romain.

See Harrison, Mythology and Monuments of Ancient Athens.
Catullus 63.

5.1.7; 3. 6.19; 1. 6. 8; cf. Plato, Theaetetus 152 c; and Plutarch, On Isis and Osiris, 6
pooo¢ ... Adyouv Tog Engaoic £0Tv AParAOVTOC £’ GAAa TNV Sldvolaw.
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Cf. 206 p. Myths are like toys which help children through teething.
é€oloopev Cobet adds, avé€olota kol MSS, Hertlein.
ovtool Hertlein suggests, obtwol MSS.

pikpaw Hertlein, mikpov Naber, who thinks iotopiav a gloss, cf. Oration vii. 276 ¢, p\ikpoOv
totopiav MSS, mkpov totopiag Reiske.

w¢ Petavius adds.
avtnv Hertlein suggests, avtny MSS.
érmyovto Hertlein suggests, £mfjyov tov MSS.

The Phrygian god of vegetation who corresponds to the Syrian Adonis. His name is said to
mean “father,” and he is at once the lover and son of the Mother of the Gods. His death
and resurrection were celebrated in spring.

The generic name for the eunuch priests of Attis.

The Phrygian Cybele, the Asiatic goddess of fertility; the chief seat of her worship was
Pessinus in Phrygia.

ie. after the middle of the fifth century B.c.; before that date the records were kept in the
Acropolis.

In 204 B.c.; cf. Livy 29. 10 foll.; Silius Italicus 17. 1 foll.; Ovid, Fasti 4. 255 foll. tells the
legend and describes the ritual of the cult.

The Attalids.
A black meteoric stone embodied the goddess of Pessinus.

Claudia, turritae rara ministra deae. “Claudia thou peerless priestess of the goddess with
the embattled crown.”—Propertius 4. 11. 52.

A matron in other versions.

In the Third Punic War, which began 149 B.c., Carthage was sacked by the Romans under
Scipio.

Plato, Republic 519 a 6piab pev PAEmel 10 yoydplov.

A relief in the Capitoline Museum shows Claudia in the act of dragging the ship.
i.e. the world of sense-perception.

Plotinus 1. 8. 4 called matter “the privation of the Good,” oTtépnolg dyadod.
Helios; cf. Oration 4. 140 a. Attis is here identified with the light of the sun.

Julian here sums up the tendency of the philosophy of his age. The Peripatetics had been
merged in the Platonists and Neo-Platonists, and Themistius the Aristotelian
commentator often speaks of the reconciliation, in contemporary philosophy, of Plato and
Aristotle; cf. 235 ¢, 236, 366 c. Julian, following the example of Iamblichus, would force
them into agreement; but the final appeal was to revealed religion.

npobeot®wteg Hertlein suggests, cf. 165 b, mpoeot®wteg MSS.

233 p.

avTov Hertlein suggests, avté MSS.

Sophist 235 a; cf. Republic 596 b.

Le. aether, the fifth substance.

i.e. the causes of the forms that are embodied in matter have a prior existence as Ideas.
An echo of Plato, Theaetetus 191 c, 196 a; Timaeus 50 c.

De Anima 3. 4. 429 a; Aristotle quotes the phrase with approval and evidently attributes it
to Plato; the precise expression is not to be found in Plato, though in Parmenides 132 B he
says that the Ideas are “in our souls.”

nepOeivon Hertlein suggests, cf. Sallust, On the Gods and the World 249, T0V &0 TEPWTOD
avT® mepldeivan midov: embeivor MSS.

aivitreobatr Hertlein suggests, cf. Sallust 250 Tov yada&éav aivitretar KOKAOD:
povtedecBol MSS.

cf. Porphyry, On the Cave of the Nymph 7; and Plato, Republic 514 a.
npoigéotnke Hertlein suggests, mpoéotnke MSS.
fr. 36, Diels.

For the superiority of the soul to nature cf. De Mysteriis 8. 7. 270; and for the theory that
the soul gives form to matter, Plotinus 4. 3. 20.

i.e. the fifth substance.

Helios; cf. 161 p. The whole passage implies the identification of Attis with nature, and of
the world-soul with Helios; cf. 162 a where Attis is called “Nature,” @00o1g.
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cf. 170 o, 168 c; Sallust, On the Gods and the World 4. 16. 1.

cf. 171 a; Sallust also identifies Gallus with the Milky Way, 4. 14. 25.
£avto Shorey suggests, todto Hertlein, MSS.

Aéyopev Petavius suggests, lacuna Hertlein, MSS.

1€ Hertlein suggests.

1aq Hertlein suggests.

pev Hertlein suggests, ye MSS.

kpeittwy Hertlein suggests, kpeittov MSS.

fj 0te Shorey, 6te Hertlein, MSS.

npougeot®woav Hertlein suggests, mpoeot®oav MSS.

Tfj 6¢ Hertlein suggests, tfj MSS.

onow O ndog Hertlein suggests, enot MSS.

A finite verb e.g. paivetat is needed to complete the construction.
kol Friederich, nénewke Hertlein, MSS.

cf. 170 p, 179 p.

le. Zeus.

Hence she is the counterpart of Athene, cf. 179 a. Athene is Forethought among the
intellectual gods; Cybele is Forethought among the intelligible gods and therefore
superior to Athene; cf. 180 a.

The Corybantes were the Phrygian priests of Cybele, who at Rome were called Galli.

The Asiatic deities, especially Cybele, are often represented holding lions, or in cars
drawn by them. cf. Catullus 63. 76, juncta juga resolvens Cybele leonibus, “Cybele
unharnessed her team of lions”; she sends a lion in pursuit of Attis, cf. 168 B; Porphyry,
On the Cave of the Nymph 3. 2. 287 calls the sign of the lion “the dwelling of Helios.”

Iliad 10. 23 AéovTtog aibwrog.

cf. Oration 4. 145 c.

A finite verb is needed to complete the construction. For the anacoluthon cf. 167 .
Kol 61a Hertlein suggests, kal MSS.

A pine sacred to Attis was felled on March 22nd; cf. Frazer, Attis, Adonis and Osiris, p.
222,

cf. 171 ¢, 175 a.
March 23rd.
March 24th was the date of the castration of the Galli, the priests of Attis.

On March 25th the resurrection of Attis and the freeing of our souls from generation
(yéveolg) was celebrated by the feast of the Hilaria.

nyepoévag Shorey, cf. 170 a, B, nudv Hertlein, MSS.
avtag Hertlein suggests, avta MSS.

169 p-170 c is a digression on the value of myths, which the wise man is not to accept
without an allegorising interpretation; cf. Oration 7. 216 c.

tedevtaiag aitiag Hertlein suggests, tehevtaiag MSS.

In 167 p Attis was identified with the light of the moon; cf. Oration 4. 150 a; where the
moon is called the lowest of the spheres, who gives form to the world of matter that lies
below her; cf. Sallust, On the Gods and the World 4. 14. 23; where Attis is called the
creator of our world.

npokaAeital Hertlein suggests, mpookaAgitalr MSS.
61 ka1l Hertlein suggests, 6& kol V, kol MSS.
Phaedrus 250 b, Timaeus 47 a, Republic 507-508.

Porphyry, On the Cave of the Nymph 22, says that Cancer and Capricorn are the two
gates of the sun; and that souls descend through Cancer and rise aloft through Capricorn.

This seems to identify Attis with the sun's rays.

Chaldean astrology and the Chaldean oracles are often cited with respect by the Neo-
Platonists; for allusions to their worship of the Seven-rayed Mithras (Helios) cf.
Damascius 294 and Proclus on Timaeus 1. 11.

e.g. lamblichus and especially Maximus of Ephesus who is a typical theurgist of the
fourth century a.p. and was supposed to work miracles.

o1 Shorey, 6¢ Hertlein, MSS.
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avtn Wright, abtn MSS., Hertlein.

7.

% tepéwv Hertlein suggests, igp®dv MSS.

869. The Eleusinian Mysteries of Demeter and Persephone; the Lesser were celebrated in
February, the greater in September.

870. Plato, Gorgias 497 c; Plutarch, Demetrius 900 B.

871. avTog eilpnrwg Hertlein suggests, eipnkwg MSS.

872. mpoiipeotwon Hertlein suggests, mpoeotewon MSS.

873. ©6¢& Hertlein suggests, ye MSS.

874. cf. Oration4. 131 a.

875. Attis.

876. N Hertlein suggests, o0 MSS.

877. cf. 168 p-169 4, 171 c.

878. mapakeiebovtol Wyttenbach, poAAayod mapakeievovtat Hertlein, MSS.

879. The construction of kal kaAdung is not clear; Petavius suspects corruption or omission.

880. mownTikwtepov Naber, Tt Kai mownTikov Hertlein, MSS.

881. opudvta Naber.

882. Theaetetus 176 a; cf. Oration 2. 90 a.

883. 1ie. to the intelligible world and the One; cf. 169 c.

884. Porphyry, On Abstinence 3. 5, gives a list of these sacred birds; e.g. the owl sacred to
Athene, the eagle to Zeus, the crane to Demeter.

885. damovta Hertlein suggests, Gmavtoag MSS.

886. ouyywpel Hertlein suggests, cvyywpoin MSS.

887. onoel Hertlein suggests, pnoesiev MSS.

888. cf. Aristotle, On the Generation of Animals 736 b. 37, for the breath mvedpa, that
envelops the disembodied soul and resembles aether. The Stoics sometimes defined the
soul as a “warm breath,” £v0cpuov mvebua.

889. The phrase probably occurred in an oracular verse.

890. Oration 6. 203 c; Demosthenes, De Corona 308, ovveipel ... AIVELOTL.

891. é&vekd tov Shorey, £éveka tod Hertlein, MSS.

892. The epithet means “favoured by Aphrodite.”

893. In this rendering of Adyog (which may here mean “Reason”) I follow Mau p. 113, and
Asmus, Julians Galilaerschrift p. 31.

894. mnpd€eig Hertlein suggests, ta€eig MSS.
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