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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

B e ey e o W e s

THE past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history
extends far into the shadowy and unknown; our early and romantic past has the merit of being known
and truly related; everything which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by the curions and
intelligent inguirer. 'We have now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in the light of
preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed; to few, comparatively, are
their treasures revealed. It was suggested, therefore, that a fow of the most rare and curious * ITis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for the amusement
and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from printed accounts
whai things were done, but who can also thus learn fiow they were done.

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken Ly competent artists from the
originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable labor and trouble have been axpendad
in collecting together the varied materials here presented; but it has been with the Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by thoe public, and a fifth edition being
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will create increased interest in tho
volume. J. JAY SMITIH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

¥+ Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be [ound on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
reprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made,

I'muanenring, October, 1860,
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ORIGINAL SURRENDER OF LORD CORNWALLIS AT YORK TOWN.

ARTICLES of Capitulation seitled between his Excellency General Washington, Coffiander in Chief of
he combined Forces of America & France—His Excellency The Count de Rochambeau, Lieutenant General
of the Armies of the King of I'rance—Great Cross of the Royal & Military Order of St. Louis—Commanding
the Auxiliary Troops of his most Cliristian Majesty in America—And His Excellency the Count de Grasse,
Lieutenant General of the Naval Armies of his Most Christian Majesty, Commander of the Order of St. Louis,
coffiand® in Chief the Naval Army of I'rance in the Chesapeak—on the One Part—And The Right Hon*® Earl
Cornwallis, Lieu* General of His Britannick Majesty’s Forces, Commanding the Garrisons of York and Glou-
cester and Thomas Symonds, Esq™, Commanding His Britannick Majesty’s Naval forces in York River in

Virginia on the other part.

Armicne 1*—The Garrisons of York & Gloucester, ineluding the Officers & Seamen of his Brtannic
Majesty’s Ships as well as other Mariners, to surrender themselves Prisoners of War to the Combined Forees
of America & Trance.—The Land Troops to remain prisoners to the United States—The Navy to the Nuval
Army of His Most Christian Majesty.

Granted.

Anrrorn 2¢—The artillery, arms, accoulrements, military chest & public stores of every denomination,
shall be delivered unimpaued to the heads of departments appointed to receive them.

Granted.

AnricLe 3%—At 12 o’cloek this day the two Redoubts on the left Flank of Yorlk to he deliversu—ihe
one to o detachment of American Infuniry—the other to a detachment of French Grenadiers—The Garrison of
York will march out to a place to be appointed in front of the posts at 2 o’clock precisely; with shouldered
arms, colours cased & drums beating a British or German mareh—they are then to ground {beir arms, and
return 1o their encampment, where they will remain until they are despatehed to the place of their destination.
Two works en the Gloucester side will be delivered at one o’clock to defachments of French & American
troops appointed to possess them.—The Garrison will march out at three o’clock in the aflernoon.—The
Cavalry with heir swords drawn, trumpets sounding, & the infantry in the manner prescribed for the gar-
rison of York; they are likewise to return to their encampment untill they can be finally marched off.

Granted.

Anricre 4"—Officers are to relain their side-arms ; both officers & soldiers to keep their private property
of every kind, & no part of their Baggage or papers to be at any time subject to search or inspection. “The
Bngeage & papers of officers & soldiers taken during the siege, lo be likewise preserved for them. Itis
understood that any property obviously belonging to the Inhabitants of these States in the possession of the
Garrison shall be subject to be reclaimed.

Granted.
Anmiery 5%—The soldiers to he kept in Virginia, Maryland, or Pennsylvania, & as much by Regiments

as nossible, & supplied with the same rations of Provisions as are allowed to soldiers in the serviee of America:
—A fieid officer from each Nation—viz""—DBritish, Anspach, and Hessian, & other officers on parole, in the
prorartion of one to fifly men, to be allowed to reside near their respective Regiments, to visit them freouentty,
& be wimesses ot their 'Treatment, & that these officers may receive & deliver clothing & other Necessaries for
them, for which passports are to be granted wnen appiiea ror.

Gravten.

Enlarge
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AnticLe 6%-—The General, Siaff, & other officers not employed as mentioned in the above article, & who
chuse it to be permitted to go on parole to Europe, to N, Yorl orto any other American maratime posts at present
1 the possession of the Brilish forces, at their own option, & proper vessels 1o be granted by the Count de
Grasse to carry them under flags of Truce to New York within ten Days [rom this date, if possible, & they Lo
reside in a District to be agreed upon hereafler, until they embark. The officers of the civil Departiments ot
the Army and Navy to be included in this Article; passports to go by land to be granted to those to whom
vessels cannot be furnished.

Granted.
Antiore 7% —Officers to be allowed to keep soldiers as servants according to the common practice of the

service ; servants not soldiers are not to be considered as prisoners & and are to be allowed to altend their
masters.

Granted,

Anticne 8"-—The Bonetta sloop-of-war to be equipped & navigated by its present Captain & crew, and
left entirely at the disposal of Lord Cornwallis, from the hour that the Capitulation ig signed, (o receive an aid-
de-camp lo carry Despatches to Sir Henry Clinton ; & such soldiers as he may think proper to send to N, York
to be permitted to sail without examination, when bis despatches are ready, IHis Lordship engaging on his
part that the ship shall be delivered to the order of the Count de Grasse if she escapes {he dangers of the seas;
that she shall not carry ofl” any public stores ;—any part of the Crew, that may be deficient on her Return, &
the soldiers & passengesrs to be accounted for on her Delivery.

Anrrore 99—The Traders are to preserve their Property, & to be allowed three months to dispose of, or
remove them—And those Traders are not to be considered ns prisoners of War,

Anticne 9%—The Traders will be allowed to dispose of their effeets—the Allied Army having the vight
of pre-emption—the Traders to be considered as prisoners of War on parole.

Armiert 10"—Natives or Inhabitants of dilferent parts of this Country at present in York or Gloucester
are not to be punished on account of having joined the British Army.

Anmione 109—This article cannot be assented to, being altogether of Civil Resort.

Awrrcie 11%—Proper Hospitals to be furnished for the sick and wounded; they are to be attended by
their own Surgeons on parale, & they are to be furnished with Medicines & Stores from the American ITospitals.

ArticLe 111%—The Hospital Stores now in York & Gloucester shall be delivered for the use of the British
sick & wounded ; passports will be granted for procuring them further supplies from N. Yorle as oceasion may
require ; & proper Hospitals will be furnished for the reception of the sick & wounded of the two Garrisons.

Armicne 12%—Waggons to be furnished to carry the Baggage of the officers attending the Soldiers, & fo
Surgeons when travelling on account of the sick—attending the Hospitals at public Expence.

Anrrere 124, —They will be furnished if possible.

Armicre 13"—The Shipping & Boatsin the two Harbors, with all their Stores, Guns, Tackling & Apparel
shall be delivered up in their present State, to an Officer of the Navy, appointed to talee possession of them-—
previously unloading the private property, part of which had been on hand for seeurity during the siege.

Antrore 14" —No Article of the Capitulalion to be infringed on pretext of Reprisal, & if there be any
doubiful Expressions in it, they are to be interpreted according to the common meaning & acceptation of the
Words.

Granted,

Done at York in Virginia this 19® day of October 1781,
CORNWALLIS,
THOS: SYMONDS:



TO the Right ITonorable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of Great Britain in Parliament As-
sembled,

T Mimonian of the Frecholders and other Tnhabitants of the Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island,

and Providence Plantutions, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, The
Government of the Counties of New-Castle, Kent and Sussex, upon Delaware, Province of
Maryland,

Muosr Tusery Stwert,

That his Majesty’s leige Subjeets in his Amevican Colonies, though they Acknowledge duc Subordinalion
to that Angrust Body the British Parlianent, are entitled, in the Opinion of your Memorialists, to all the inherent
Rights and Liberlies of the Natives of Great Britain, and have ever since the Settlement of said Colonics
ixercised those Rights and Liberties, as far as their Local Circumstances would permit.

That your Memorialists humbly eonceive one of the most essential Rights of these Colonists, which they
have ever Gl Tdely wnintervapledly enjoyed, to be Trial by Jury,

Tlhat your Memorialists also humbly eonceive another of these essenlial Rights to be the Exemption fram
all 'Taxes but sneh as are imposed on the People by the Several Legislatures in these Colonies, whieh Right
also they have Gl of late fieely enjoyed,

But your Memorialists lnunbly beg Ieave 1o represent to your Lordships, that the Act for granting certain
Stump Pties in the British Colonies in America {ills his Majesty’s American Subjects with the decpest Concern,
as b tewds to Deprive them of the two fundamental and invaloable Rights and Liberties above mentioned,
anel that severnl other late Aets of Parlinment, which extend the Jurisdiction and Power of Courts of Admiralty
in the Plnlations beyoud their limits in Great Britain, thereby malce an unhappy distinction as to the Modes
of Trinl helween us and our fellow Subjeets theve, by whom we have never been excelled in Duty & Loyalty
fer our Sovereig, :

That from the Natural Connexion between Great Britain and Ameriea, the perpetual conlinuance of which
Your Memorialists most avdently desive, they conceive that nothing can conduce more to the Interest of both than
the Colonists? free enjoyment of their Rights & Liberties, and an alfectionate intercourse between Great Britain
& them.  Bul your Memorialists (not waving their elaim to these Rights, of which, with the most becoming
Yeneration & Deference to the Wisdom & Justice of your Lordships they apprehend they cannot reasonably
be deprived) Tnumbly represent that from the Peculiar Circumstances of these Colonies the Duties Imposed
by the Aforesaid Aet, and Several other late Acts of Parliament are extremely grievous and bur}hunsame, and
the Payment of the said Duties will very soon, for want of Specie, become absolutely impracticable, and that
the Restrietions on Trade by the said Acts will not only greatly Distress the Colonies but must be IExtremely
detrimental to the T'rade and true interest of Great Britain.

Your Memorialists therefore impressed with a just sense of the Unfortunate circumstances of the Colonies
& the Tmpending destructive Consequenees, which must necessarily ensue from the Execution of those Acts,
and animated with the Warmest sentiments of filial Affsction for their Mother country most earnestly & humbly



intreat that your Lordships will be pleased to hear their Council in support of this Memarial, and take the
Premisses into your most Serious Consideration, and that your Lordships will also be thereapon plensed to
pursue such measures for restoring the Just Rights and Liberties of the Colonies, and preserving them forever
inviolate, for redressing their present and preventing future Grievances, thereby promoting the united Interest
of Great Britain and America, as to your Lordships in your great wisdom shall seem most Conducive and
elfectual to that important End.

And your Memorialists as in Daty bound will ever pray, &e=

JAMES OTIS, gﬁmnmlttec from the Ilouse of

OLR. PARTRIDGE, fiﬁﬂfi?fﬁ’fes of the Muss-

METCALFE BOWLER, E Commiltee from 1he Gen. As-

% . sembly of RhodeIsland and
HENRY WARD, Providenee Plantations.

HENDK. FISHER, Committee from the Province of
JOSEPII BORDIEN, New Jersey.

GEO. BRYAN, Commitlee {rom the Province of
JOHIN MORTON, { Peunsylvania.
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