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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

B e ey e o W e s

THE past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history
extends far into the shadowy and unknown; our early and romantic past has the merit of being known
and truly related; everything which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by the curions and
intelligent inguirer. 'We have now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in the light of
preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed; to few, comparatively, are
their treasures revealed. It was suggested, therefore, that a fow of the most rare and curious * ITis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for the amusement
and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from printed accounts
whai things were done, but who can also thus learn fiow they were done.

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken Ly competent artists from the
originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable labor and trouble have been axpendad
in collecting together the varied materials here presented; but it has been with the Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by thoe public, and a fifth edition being
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will create increased interest in tho
volume. J. JAY SMITIH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

¥+ Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be [ound on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
reprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made,

I'muanenring, October, 1860,

Part Eight



Plate 51.—Title-page and specimen of Fliot's eclebrated Indian Bible, from the first press in this eountry.
Tn the possession the Loganian Tibrary, Philadelplia,

On the title-page, the antograph of James Logan, the founder of the Loganian Library.

The natographs of Joln Eliot and Tleckewelder, Missionavies to the Indinus,
In the possession of Samuel Breck, sy,

Plnte 52.—Tac-simile of the signatures of Uncas, the Mohegan sachem, and his sgnaw,
In the possession of Isane . Thvis, Tsg.

Specimens of the title and {ype of Bradford’s American Weckly Mereury,  In the Philadelphia Library,

Plute 53.—Paper money of Virginia, New ITampshire, and Massachuselbls,
Furnished by J. Wingate Thornton, e,

Plute 5d.—Tielter introducing Talleyrand to Mr. and Mrs, Breclk, Ihiladelphia, from Angelina Choreh, danghier
of General Schuyler, and sister of Mys. Alexander IHumilton.  In the possession of Samnel Breck, Bsq.

The signature of Lie Perouse, the eelebrated navigator, awd of Foreign Officers in the Ameriean Avmy and
Nuvy, In the possession of Bumnel Breck, Bsy., aud 1, J. Dreer, sy

Plate 6H.—Tortrait of Johm Randolph.
Autograph of Rundelph, signed “Troe Blne” In the possession of Mrs. Iopkinson.
Autograph of Randolph, in the possession of Jacob Tarvey, 19sq., author of a serics of most characteristie

ghetehes, in the New York Mirror, entitled © Rondolphiana,”

Plute b6.—Travelling in the olden time. Curions advertisements respecting Btage Wagons, the Flying Machinel

&, between Now York and Philadelphia, &e.

From newspapers in possession of the Ihiladelphia Tibrory.

Plate 57.—William Penn’s silver Tea Service. In the possession of a deseendant of James Liogan.
William Penn’s signature and seal 1o the Chavter of Pennsylvania, wilh the witnesscs.

Plate 51. Plate 52. Plate 53. Plate 54. Plate 55. Plate 56. Plate
57.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.
Bofton, Novem. 20.

We hear from Amesbury, That the generous
and charitable Captain of that Flace, lately
warned his Company to appear at the Place
of Parade, well armed with their Axes in-
Read of their Firelocks ; after which he
marched them into the Woods, where (with

invincible Courage) they flew as many Trees,

asmade 30 Cord of Wood, and carted it to
the Water fide, in order to be brought hither,
for the Relief of the Poorof this Place,

RUN away from Fzekiel Balding of Hempflead on
Long Ifland, one Indian Man Slave, named Dick, of
Middle Stature and of a [miling Countenance. He fpeaks
Englifb preity well, and no other Language. He can read,
He has a big Nofe, and has white Scratches on his Arm,
and a blue fpoton the Infide of one of his Wrifls, a Tittle
sbove his Shirt wrift bands. He run away about the Be-
ginning of Sepleriber, and had a home.fpun Shirt and a
dark coloured Drugget Coat.  We have been informed,
that he intended to get into Jidian Habit,  Others tell,
that he has faid he would go towards New-Londm and
BM-‘W:HJ, and [o to Sea.

Whoever can take up the faid Judian Man, and fecure
him, and §ive Notice to his Mafler fo that he can be had
again (hall have Three Pounds Reward, belides reafanable

Charges. November 191[1' Tr22.

Merenrp, ...

On Monday Night lait at Judge Sewall’s,
and the Night following at Judge Dudley’s,
was entertained one of the oldelt Indians in
New-England ; John Quittamog, living in the
Nipmug Countrey, near Wood(tock. He is
reckoned to be above One Hundred and Twelve
Yearsold.-  The Englifh Inhabilants of Wood-
flock remember him as a very old Man for
near Forty Years paft, and that he has all a.
long affirmed, and which he Rill confirms,
that he was at Bofton when the Englih frft
arrived 3 and when there was but One Cellar in
the Place, and that near the Common, and
then brought down aBufhel and half of Corn
upon his Back. He fay that the Mafachufett Indians
fent up word to the Nipmugs, that if they had any Corn
to fpare the Englifb wantde it, and it would he
worth their while to bring fome of it down ;
which occafioned his Father and him with others
tocomedown Heis now in good Health, and
has his Underflanding and Memory very entire,
conlidering his great Age, and iscapable of Tra.
vellng on Foot Ten Mﬁes ina Day.

‘”plereas Matbew DBurne of Chefter

Jobn Camem iwo Years (that i8 10 (:;?.u:. ;ymaﬁ:::?
at Slocking weavl'nlgand other work, during which time
Jobn Camme- Stackings bore many, Reflefions and now
the faid Madber Burne goeaaboul.Sei]ing Stockinds in,
Jobn Camme Nome a3 though they were his make, ] hich
is falfe and not True, . '

PHILADELPHIA: Printed and Sold by Andrew Bradford, at the BIBL E in the
Second Street; and alfo by William Bradford in New- York, where Advertilements are takenin.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

TI"Ic Poft fets out from New Yord and Bofan the 14th
Day of this Inftant Mureh, and are to perform
thele Stages Weekly till December next. Whichalterationof
the Polt will occafion this News Paper to come forth
every Thusfiday, on which Day the Polt fets out from
Pliladelpbia.

March 8th, 1719,

FPuckly Murcuey.  Philada,

Philadelpbia, Nevewiber 30, 1732,

On Monday next the Northern Poll [ets out from New-
Purk, in order to perform his Stage, but once a Fortight,
during the Winter Quarter ; the Southern Polt changes alfo,
which will canfe this Paper to come out on 7'%efiays during
that Time. The Colds which have infefted the Northern
Colonies have also been troublefome here, few Families
having efeaped the fame, feveral have been carry’d off b
the Cold, among whom was Dawid Brinuail, in the 77%
Yeur of his Age, he was the firt Man that had a Brick
Houle in the City of Philudeiphia, and was much efteem’d
for his jult and upright dealing. There gaes a Report here,
that the Lord Baftimere and his Lady are arrived in Mary-
fand, but the Southern Polt being not yet come in, the faid

Report wants Confirmation.
TWookly Mereury.

Philudelphia, Nevember 6. 1756,
Philadelphia and Perth-Amboy Stages.
NOTICL is hereby given, that we

the Subleribers, Jobn Butler, of Philadelphia,
at the Sign of the Death of the Fox, in Straw-
berry Alley, beging his Stage on Twelilay, the Ninth
of this Inftant November, from his Houle and will
* proceed with hls Waggon to the Houle of Nathan-
iel Parleer, at Drenton Ferry; and from thence the
Guods ol Pallingers to be carricd over the Ferry to
the Houfe kept by George Mofchel, where Francis
Holman will meer the above John Butler, anmd ex-
change their Paffengers, &c., amd then proceed on
Wedneflay  through  Princerown  and - New-Brunf-
wick, to the Foule of Obadiali Airies, in Perth Am-
hay, where will be a pood Ioat, with all Conve-
niencies necelfary, lept by John Thomfon and Wil-
lium Waller, for the Reeeption of Pallengers, &c.
who will proceed on Thurlfday Morning, without
Delay, for New-Yorl, and there land at Whitchall,
where the faid Waller and Thomplon will give At-
tendance at the Houfe of Abmbam Bockeys, un-
til Monday Morning following, and then will return
ta Derth-Amboy, where Trancls Halman on Tuel=
day Maorning fullowing will attend, and return with
his Waggon to Trenton Ferry, to meet John But-
ler, of DPhiladelphia, and there exchamge “their Pal-
fengers, &c. for New-Yorle and Philadelphia.

Jt-is hoped that as theie Stapes are attended with
2 confiderable Expence, for the better accommo-
dating Paflengers, that they will merit the Favours
of the Publick ; and whoever will be pleafid to fa-
your them with their Cuftem, fhall be kindly uled,
and have due Attendance given them by their hum-
ble Servants, JOHN BUTLER, FRANCIS HOL-
ME!\N, JOHN THOMPSON, and WILLIAM WAL=
LER.

Peup, Journal,

P i HA e _‘:, 8]

BORDENTOWN Stage Continued
JOfeph Borden's fta.%f boat, Jofeph

Canida mafter, attends at the crooked-billet wharf
every menday and tueflay, and his fhallop, Daniel
arrifon Maiter, at the fime place cvery fiday and
fiturday, fhage waggons attends the faid  boats  the
the fhage boat at Amboy commanded by Aaron Edwards.
As to the owners of the Burlington flage boafting of
their advantages being fuperior to ming, I fhall not
take the trouble to make reply too, becaufe the pub-
licl by this time i3 the belt judges of our ftages and
thelr advantages, only fhall jult note the laft claule of
their advertifiment, thae s, they fay we are one tide
more upan the water, than they are, which in fact
is fiying we are always two tidus upon our pafTage.
Well done brother adventurers, that is a large one
All gentlemen and ladies, that pleafe to favour me
with  their bufinefs, may depend upon the utmolt
care and difpatch of their humble fervant
Fleeldy Mercusy. JOSEPH BORDEN.

Philadelphia STAGE-WAGGON, and New-York
STAGE BOAT performs their Stages twice n Weck.

OHN BUTLER, with his wag-

gon, fets out on Mondays from his Houfe, at the Sign
of the Death of the Fox, in Strawberry allyy and drives the
fime day to Trenton Terry, when Trancis Helman meets
him and proceeds on Tuefilay to Brunfwick, and the pal-
fengors and goods being fhifted int the waggon of e
Titzeandolph he tokes them to the New Blazing Star to
Jacob Fiterandolph’s the fime day, where Rubin Fitzran -
dolph, with a hoat well futed, will reccive them, and
talee them to New-Yorle that night.  Juhn DButler return-
ing to Philadelphin on Tueflay with ~the paflengers  and
goods defivered to him by TFeancls Holman, will again fet
out for Trenton Ferry on Thurfday, and Francis Holman,
fc. will carry his palTengers and goods, with the hme ex-
pedition as abave to New-Yorlke, Tectf.

FPechly Mercury. Mareh 8. 1758,

WHERE}’LS the Stage Boats im-

ploy'd  between Philedelphia und New Fork ar:
fonmd very Advintageous to the Publicl. T'lherefore
the Subfivibers have erefled a Stage from Plhiludelplic
to Aumapelis in Muryland for_swhieh Purpofe Youathan
Sordan lets off from Lopel’s Wharf every Saturday and
procecds to Reedy Land  to Cormelivs oty where the
Waggon attends” and  proceeds to Frodericd Tomon to a
Stage Boat which proceeds to Awwapolis and to to conti-
nue weekly,  And as this Undertaking will be confide-
rably expenfive it is hoped the Publicl will glve it
proper LEncouragement and it fhall be performed, at
moderate Rates by JOHN HUGHES and Comp.
M. B. The Land Corriage is 21 Miles and the {aid
Fordan leaves Reedy Ifland on Tuefilays :

Fune 27. 1757- Pount, Jowrnel,
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John Mercereau, at the New-Blazing-Star  Ferry,
near New-York, fets off from Powles Hook every Mon-
day, Wednefllay, and Friday Mornings, for Philadelphia,
and performs the Journey in a Day and a Half, for the
Summer Seafon, till the 1ft of November, from that Time
to go twice a Weele dil the firft of May, when they

agnin perform it three Times a Week,

When the Stages

go only twice n Weel, they fet off Mondays and Thurf-
days. The Waggons in Philadelphia fet out from the

Sign of the George, in Second-firect

the fame Marning.

The Puffengers are defived to crofs the Ferry the Evening
before, as the Stages mult fet off emdy the next Morning.
The Price for each Paffenger is Towenty Skilfinge, Proc. and
Goods 28 ufual, Paffengers going Part of the Way to pay

in Proportion.

As the Proprietor hos made fuch Improvements upon
the Muachines, one of which is in Imimton of a Coachy
L hopes to mexit the Favour of the Publick.

New Tark, Guamette, 1771

JOHN MERCEREAU.
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