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PREFACE.

Tue First Series of “American Historical and Literary Curiositics,” by John F. Watson, 1%sq.
and mysclf, was commenced privately as a means of preserving many documents in the possession
of our friends and ourselves ; but they soon increased to such importance by contributions, that it
was determined to publish them.  Tive editions were demanded by the public at home and abroad,
and the work is now scarce and high-priced. The plates being worn out, no other edition of it is
likely soon, if ever, to be issucd.

T'his Sccond Series, complete in itself, owes its origin to the Commercial Panic, when it was
desirable to employ several artists in want of work., It has been carricd through by the assistance
and contributions of various friends. I am particularly indebted to Ierdinand J. Dreer, Tsq.,
Peter Foree, Fsq., Lewis J. Cist, Esq., Frank M. Etting, Fsq., J. Wingate Thornton, 1isq.,
Ion. George Iolsom, ITerman and Caleb Cope, Lisqs., J. Francis Fisher, Lisq., John Macalester,
Vsq., Charles J. Wister, Fisq., Winthrop Sargent, Esq., Bushrod W. Adams, Fsq. and others,
and to the Philadelphia Library for the rare Broadsides of the R evolution, and the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, whose valuable colleetions have been opened to my use in the handsomest and
most liberal manner.

It may be proper to copy here a portion of the Preface to the fifth edition of the First Serius,
explanatory of the object of the worle :—

“The past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history
extends far into the shadowy and unknown.  Owr carly and romantic past has the merit of bein g
known and truly related.  Every thing which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by
the curious and intelligent inquirer.  'We have now many autograph-collectors, who may be viewed
in the light of preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed.  To fow,
comparatively, are their treasures revealed. It was sugpested, therefore, that some of the most
rare “ Historical and Literary Curiosities’ in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for
the amusement and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from
printed accounts w/at things were done, but who can also thus learn Aot they were done.”

As in the First Series, nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken by compe-
tent artists from the originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable lnbor and
trouble have been expended in collecting together and adapting the varied materials here presented,
but I have been rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

JOHN JAY SMITIL

“ Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant

reference to the Tubles of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which there was

not space on the plates.
§ 1
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PLATES XXXIV. TO XLIV.

PLATE XXXIV.——1. Stephen Girard, sitting at his counting-house desk, as remembered by many still
living. Scarcely in the least caricatured. In possession of obn Medlistery Fr.

2. Characteristic Letter from Stephen Girard.  [n possession of Ferdinand F. Droer.

PLATIES XXXV., XXXVL, and XXXVIL—A Sclection from the Social Notes to and from Mrs.
Madison during her residence in Washington.  These treasured notes, carefully preserved by the recipient,
and generally with a copy of her reply, were bundled into a champagne-basket, and sold at auction for a merc
trifle, after her decease, and are in the possession of a distinguished Citizen,

PLATE XXXVIIL.—Curious Title-Pages of Books by Sir Walter Raleigh., Jn pessession of the Lilrary
Cmpeny of Philacdelphie.

PLATE XXXIX.—Iac-simile of a pure silver ornament for the head, presented by Charles the Second
to “I'he Queene of Pamunkey.”  The Pamunkeys were a powerful Virginia tribe, whose remnants, now
numbering about two hundred, occupy an island in the York River, Virginia, granted by Government.
T'his curious relic is in possession of Arthur Moxson, Tsq., of Richmond, Virginia, and has been kindly
furnished by Thomas H. Wynn, of that city, who refers for additional particulars to Campbell’s History of
Virginia, page 95, and remarks that, besides Pocahontas, this is the only Indian woman that I recollect as
being of suflicient importance to be noticed by the historian of Virginia.”

‘T'his ornament was no doubt given to conciliate the tribe. On the back are four rings soldered to the
plate, evidently for the purpose of securing it to the head-dress.
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