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PREFACE.

Tue First Series of “American Historical and Literary Curiositics,” by John F. Watson, 1%sq.
and mysclf, was commenced privately as a means of preserving many documents in the possession
of our friends and ourselves ; but they soon increased to such importance by contributions, that it
was determined to publish them.  Tive editions were demanded by the public at home and abroad,
and the work is now scarce and high-priced. The plates being worn out, no other edition of it is
likely soon, if ever, to be issucd.

T'his Sccond Series, complete in itself, owes its origin to the Commercial Panic, when it was
desirable to employ several artists in want of work., It has been carricd through by the assistance
and contributions of various friends. I am particularly indebted to Ierdinand J. Dreer, Tsq.,
Peter Foree, Fsq., Lewis J. Cist, Esq., Frank M. Etting, Fsq., J. Wingate Thornton, 1isq.,
Ion. George Iolsom, ITerman and Caleb Cope, Lisqs., J. Francis Fisher, Lisq., John Macalester,
Vsq., Charles J. Wister, Fisq., Winthrop Sargent, Esq., Bushrod W. Adams, Fsq. and others,
and to the Philadelphia Library for the rare Broadsides of the R evolution, and the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, whose valuable colleetions have been opened to my use in the handsomest and
most liberal manner.

It may be proper to copy here a portion of the Preface to the fifth edition of the First Serius,
explanatory of the object of the worle :—

“The past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history
extends far into the shadowy and unknown.  Owr carly and romantic past has the merit of bein g
known and truly related.  Every thing which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by
the curious and intelligent inquirer.  'We have now many autograph-collectors, who may be viewed
in the light of preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed.  To fow,
comparatively, are their treasures revealed. It was sugpested, therefore, that some of the most
rare “ Historical and Literary Curiosities’ in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for
the amusement and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from
printed accounts w/at things were done, but who can also thus learn Aot they were done.”

As in the First Series, nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken by compe-
tent artists from the originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable lnbor and
trouble have been expended in collecting together and adapting the varied materials here presented,
but I have been rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

JOHN JAY SMITIL

“ Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant

reference to the Tubles of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which there was

not space on the plates.
§ 1
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INCOUNCIL or SAFETY>

e lumination.

iR OLONEL TIiLGHMAN, Aid
HERE is certainintelligence of Gengral Howe's army being : ‘
yefterday on its march from Brunfwick to Princetown, which puts it de Camp to hlS Exceller.lcy
bq‘ond a doubt that he intends for this city.—This glorious oppor- G eneml WA S H INGT ON 5 ha.V.lng
tunity of fignalizing himfelf in defence of our country, and fecuring brought OﬁiCla]' acounts Of the
the Rights of America forever, will be féized by every man who has SURRENDER Of‘ L or d Corn_
a fpark of patriotic fire in his bofom. We enreat you to march . .
the Mlitia under your comimand with all poffible expedition to this Wanls & and the Gamfons. 5 O_f
city, and bring with you as many waggons as you can poffibly pro- Yor k and Glouceﬁer 3 thOfe Cltl-
Gure, which youarehereby authorized to imprefs, if they cannot be 7.ens Who Chufe to ILLUMI-
had otherwife—Delay not a momsnt, it may be fatal and fubjedt yOuNATE on the GLOR IOUS OC-—
and all you hold moft dear to the ruffian hands of the enemy, whofe . . . .
casIoN, will do it this evening
at Six, and extinguifh their

cruelties are without diftm@ion and unequalled.

By Order of the Council, ]ights at Nlne 0’clock_
DAVID RITTENHOQUSE, Vice-Prefident. DCCOYUm and harmony are
siss COLONBLE o COMMANDTIG earneftly recommended to eve-
of the refpeltive Battalions of . e .
fbis Seat. | ry Citizen, and a general dif-

D o aneoe e countenance to the leaft ap-
THE Enemy are at Trenton, and all the City Militia are PEATANCE of riot.

marched to meet them. O&Gober 24, 178:[.

xXTid
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HIGHLY INTERESTING LETTER

(JULY 4, 1776)
FROM ABRAHAM CLARK, ONLE OFIF THE SIGNERS OF TIII. DIECLARATION

OIF INDEPENDENCE,

Pummaperrenr, July 4, 1776
My Duean Frogmn ¢

Our seeming bad success in Canada, [ dare say, gave you great uneasiness,  In times of danger; and under
misfortunes, true courage and magnanimity can only be ascertained.  In the course of such a war we must
expect some losses, We are told a panick seized the army.  Ifso, it bath wot reached the Sewate. At
the time our forces in Canada were retreating before a vietorious army,—while Gen! Howe, with a large
wrmament, is advancing towards N, York,—our Congress resolved to declare the United Colonies Free and
Independent States. A declaration for this purpose, I expeet, will this day pass Congress. It is nearly gone
through, after which it will be proclaimed with all the State and Solemnity circumstances will admit. It is
prone so firy that we must now be a free independent State, or a conquered country.

[ can readily guess at your feclings upon hearing that Genl Towe with 130 transports are between
New York and the ook, ‘This was our last acet.  No express hath come in this morning,  All seems
uneertainty where they will Tand. I assure you I don’t feel quite reconciled at being here, and the cnemy by
my door at home.

All reports agree that New Jersey is all in motion to meet the encmy in case they pay our Province a
visit, or to assist N, York, as oceasion may require.  Tad Gen! Howe landed his Forees as soon as he arrived,
he might have carried all before him.  Possibly, while T am writing this, he may he reaping the fruits of a
victory.  “T'his seems now to be a trying season ; but that indulgent Futher who hath hitherto preserved us,
will, I trust, appear for ouv help and prevent our being erushed.  If otherwise, his will be done,

I have no particular news more to communicate.  No news from your family to send. T wrote you the
day before 1 left home. T am among a consistory of things, as our enemy says. T assure you, sir, our
Congress is an august assembly, and, can they support the Declaration now on the anvil, will be the [Lreatest
assembly on earth,

As I am not able to communicate to you any thing but what the public papers will announce, you will
readily pereeive I mean to let you know you are not forgot by me.  Tho’ 1 address mysclf to you, sir, yet
I mean to include my much esteemed fricnd Mr. Caldwell in it

We are now, sir, embarked upon a most témpestuous sea,—life very uncertain,—seeming dangers scattered
thick around us,—plots against the military, and, it is whispered, apainst the Senate,  Let us prepare for the
waorst.  We can die here but once.  May all our business, all our purposes, tend to fit us for that important

event !
I am,

Dear Sir,
Yours and Mr. Caldwell's most obedient, humble servant,

ABRA. CLARK.
q

Tu Col, Eras Davrox, N. [,
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FRANKFORT, July 31st, 1813,
DuAr S,

TILE following address to the militin of Kentueky will inform you of the call that has
been made upon the governor of Kentucky for a roinforcement to the North Western Army:
and of my views as to the mode of complying with it. T forward one to you partienlarly, sir,
wnder the Tope that you will exert your influence to lring into the field all the men in your
power.  Bo so good a8 to acknowledge the reeeipt of this letter, and apprise mo of the ealeu-
lations which I may make of the number of men that ean he raisod in your eounty—and
whether it will suit yowr convenionce to go with us. I shall at all thnes take a pleasuro in
acknowledging the public spivit by which you will be actunted—and the obligations you will
Ly me under.

I have the honor to be, very respeetlfully, siv, your obt. serv't.

10 T
NIERTEA OB KBTI OIRY,

PHLLOWSOLDITERS,

- YOUR government hag taken measures to net effeetually agningt the o=
emy in Upper Canade,  Gen, arrison, wider the aunthority of the Prosidont of the United
Rtates, Tas eallod wpon me for a strong hody of troops to assis in effeeting the grand olijocis
ol the campaign.  The enemy in hopes to find us unpropared, has ngain invosted Fort Moigs ;
!m[;‘]w will again De mistaken ; and before you can tako the field Lo will be deiven from ta
Jrost.

To comply with the requisition of Gon. Tlarvisom, a draft wmight ho enforeod ; Tt ho-
lieving ag 1 do, that the ardor and patriotism of my comntrymen has not abated, and that
they havo waited with fpatience o fair opportunity of avénging the ood of iidix butohe
ered feiends, I have appointed the Blst day of Awgust weat, at Neanpovt, Tor a gemeral
rendezvous of KENTUCKY VOLUNTERRS. 1 will meet you there in person, 1 will
lead you to the field of battle, and share with you the dangers and honors of the cawm-
puign. Our services will not o required more than sixty days after we reach hoal e bers,

1 iuvito all officors, and others possessing influence, to come forward with what mown i-
ed men fhey ean raise: each shall eommand the men le may ring into the field, Ihe
sapevior officers will be appointed by mysclf at the plwe of general rendezvous, or on o
wrrival at head quarters s and I shall take pleasure in acknowledging to wy country the
merits and public spivit of those who may be nseful in colleeting a foreo for the present emoer-
emney.

Those who have good rifles, sl know how to use them will bring them along.  Thoso
who have not, will e fuenished with mnskets at Newpors, ' )

Fellow Citizens ! Now iy the time to act; and by one decisive Llow, put an end to the con-
test in that quarter.

- ISAAC SIIELBY.

Fraulfort, July 31st, 1813,

1 rr.
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